WHEN KISLEV LOOKED FOR MEANING

The Midrash tells of the month that felt offended,
revealing how a Jew turns delay into opportunity
and darkness into light.
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According to the Midrash, on the 25th of Kislev the construction of the Mishkan was
completed, but G-d postponed its dedication until the month of Nissan, when Isaac was
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The word “Chanukah” is related to the concept of education or training—the dedication of
something new.

This was the case with the dedication of the Mishkan, the dedication of the Temples, and the
purification of the Temple in the days of the Hasmoneans—all expressions of new beginnings.

Even today, it is customary to hold a dedication ceremony for a new home, as mentioned by
the halachic authorities. It is also recorded that the Alter Rebbe recited a discourse titled
Mizmor Shir Chanukat HaBayit at the dedication of a home.

What is the connection between dedicating a private home and a psalm about the Temple?

The answer: Every Jewish home is meant to be a mini-Temple, a place where the Divine
Presence rests, just like in the Temple itself.

Dedications of new things are done with special joy. For example, at the dedication of the
Mishkan, many more offerings than usual were brought, and incense was offered by a single
individual, a special occurrence.

Atthe dedication of the First Temple in the days of Solomon, there was such a great celebration
that Yom Kippur was suspended. Special festivities also took place at the dedication of the
Second Temple. In the days of the Hasmoneans, commemoration of the miracle of the
menorah lights was established for all generations.

C. EVErYdaY DEAICALION......oovooeseeeereerresssssssseessesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 14

The essence of Kislev is the power to renew our Divine service. During this month, anyone
can serve G-d with vitality and special enthusiasm—the kind of excitement we feel when
experiencing something new.



Introduction

A family trip or a new car?

This is a common dilemma for many people. Experts often advise investing in a trip rather
than buying a new jeep or furniture for the home. They explain that while a purchase
gives great initial excitement, that thrill fades over time as the item becomes routine and
somewhat old.

In contrast, experiences from a trip remain with a person for a long time. It is always
enjoyable to revisit the photos and relive the joy of the journey.

In this lesson, we will learn how to transform the routine of Jewish life into something new
and exciting.
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A. Why was the month of Kislev “offended"?

Source 1 vaikut shimoni, I Kings, 184

Rabbi Chanina said: On the 25th of Kislev
the Mishkan [Tabernacle] was completed,
and it remained folded up until the first of
Nissan, as the verse states, “On the first of
the month you shall erect the Mishkan.” The
Jews complained to Moses about the fact
that it had not been erected immediately,
saying "has something happened to it?"

Yet G-d had wanted to combine this
celebration with the month of Isaac’s birth,
regarding which the verse says, “Knead
and make cakes,” and the angel promised,
“I will surely return to you at this time next
year.” Now Kislev, the month in which the
work of the Mishkan was completed, lost
out. G-d said: “I will repay you.” How did
G-d repay Kislev? With the Chanukah of the
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Chashmonaim.

On the 10th of Tishrei, Moses descended from the mountain with the second tablets and conveyed
to the Jews G-d’s command to build Him a Mishkan. Moses immediately launched a drive to collect
materials and donations for the construction, and the people responded with great enthusiasm.

The construction teams, led by Betzalel, got right to work, following Moses’ detailed instructions
precisely. Within two and a half months, on the 25th of Kislev, they completed the project. Everyone
was excited and eager to see the newly built Mishkan. Yet, for some reason, Moses delayed. He
gave no order to erect it.

A week passed, then two, then a month, two months, and nothing happened. As was typical,
rumors began circulating throughout the camp of Israel: What happened? Was there some
problem? Why wasn't the Mishkan being set up?

The answer, which they did not know, was simple: G-d had decided to postpone the inauguration
of the Mishkan until the month of Nissan. Why Nissan? Because that was the month when Isaac
was born. (How do we know that? When the angels came to tell Abraham and Sarah that they
would have a child “next year;,” it was on Passover. That’s why Abraham asked Sarah to bake



cakes—matzot—for the guests. The angels had promised that the child would be born exactly one
year later)

So what about the month of Kislev, which felt “offended” that the Mishkan was not erected then?
G-d said, “I will repay it in the days of Chanukah—when the Maccabees will defeat the Greeks,
purify the Temple, and rededicate it in the month of Kislev.”

Inthe following talk, the Rebbe delves deeper into the connection between the Mishkan’s dedication
and the month of Nissan.
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Technically speaking, the Mishkan could have been assembled in Kislev. Even on a spiritual level,
the people were ready. But the initiative from below must spark a response from above, and that
could occur only in the month of Nissan. Therefore, G-d delayed the erection of the Tabernacle
until Nissan.

Student's For this, G-d “repaid” Kislev with the noun”a n"apn o Mo b
"" dedication of the Hasmoneans. This occurred T2 AT TN INRD - ORINYN
many years later, during the Second Temple ,0°399°77 NAASY 0T IRY 01w D03
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the 25th of Kislev. There is an allusion to this s T,
date in the word “Chanukah; as this word
can be broken down into "chanu kaf hei, they
rested on the 25th.”
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Note the wording of the Midrash: “Now Kislev,
the month in which the work of the Mishkan
was completed, lost out (or felt ashamed, per
an alternative version).” Since the construction
of the Mishkan was completed on the 25th of
Kislev, the “loss” would seem to apply only to that
single day. It would not concern the days before
it, such as the 24th, when the work was not yet
complete, nor the days after, since the work was
already done. Why then does the Midrash say
that “Kislev lost out,;” rather than that “the 25th
of Kislev lost out™?

This teaches that Chanukah reflects the theme
of the entire month of Kislev. Our sages often
express a complete concept in a single word.
Here the wording “Kislev lost out” indicates that
the whole month lost out. Therefore, “G-d repaid
Kislev with the dedication of the Hasmoneans”—
meaning that the defining quality of the month
of Kislev, that which distinguishes it from all
other months, is expressed through the festival
of Chanukah.

For this reason, when we reach the Shabbat on
which the month of Kislev is blessed, we should
take time to reflect on the lessons that can be
learned from the story and meaning of Chanukah.

The Rebbe, Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan, 1982

There is a lesson here for us—for we
must always emulate G-d’s behavior, as
it is stated, “Just as He is merciful, so
shall you be merciful etc.”
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student's The midrash tells us that when
3 Kislev lost out, G-d promised He

would repay it, meaning that G-d is
“sensitive” to a month and in order
not to “offend” it, He vowed to repay
it.

This teaches us how careful we need
to be with the dignity of others,
even when they do not demand it,
like Kislev, or when there’s room to
believe they won’t be offended or
don’t care. G-d cared even about the
dignity of a concept, like a month.

Because the Torah tells us this story,
it means that we must learn a lesson
from it for how we treat others,
acting with love for our fellow Jews,
and certainly not hurting them.
When a Jew expects help or respect
from us, we must try and fill that
need as soon as possible.
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B. Dedicating a House

Chanukah contains many concepts and lessons, but
first and foremost we should focus on the central
theme of Chanukah, which is—quite simply—the
concept of dedication, (the translation of the word
Chanukah):

"Dedication” applies only to something new, not to
something that has already existed for some time.

For example, the dedication of the Mishkan on the
first of Nissan, which marked a new stage: the full-
fledged establishment of the Mishkan. During the
seven days of preparation that preceded it, Moses
would set up the Mishkan and then take it down
each day, but on that day—the first of Nissan—he
set it up and did not take it down again. The same
applies to the dedication of the Temple, both the
First and Second Temples: each dedication marked
the beginning of something new—the building
of the Temple itself. Likewise with regard to the
dedication by the Hasmoneans. After they purified
the Temple from its defilement, they rededicated
the altar in a new way, leading to “praise and thanks
to Your great name.”

The same applies to the dedication of a private
home in our own time. When a person moves
into a new home, it is customary to hold a
chanukat habayit, a dedication ceremony. This
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Studelpl;fg is an ancient custom already mentioned by the moun” oy MR wIn Db
early authorities and even more so by later ones, NPn B W PIY NI - N0
as cited by the Chatam Sofer. The Alter Rebbe aN9Y 00 DAR Y1 ,DONwRNa
himself composed a discourse beginning with  sany5 nama x219) D231AR2
the verse “A Psalm, a Song for the Dedication of IPT 127 SW R O3 W T
the House of David,” and it is related (in Avodat
HalLevi by Rabbi Aharon of Strashelye) that
the Alter Rebbe delivered that discourse at a
chanukat habayit.
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Source 3 responsa, chatam Sofer, Yoreh Deah 138
Let’sread a fascinating question received by Rabbi Moshe Sofer, the Chatam Sofer, and his response:

Student's Shalom, my friend, the esteemed Rabbi ‘i X7omn "1270 777 DI
P9 yoel: PR R

Regarding what is written in the Be’ar 72 7992 21n2 XYW 7 127 2y
Heiteiv (Yoreh Deah 179, quoting R. ow2 ,u"yp 1m0 nYT ﬂ'jj”:? 20°10
Yehudah Hachassid) that there’s a danger 7120 WY ,T°00 177 027 DNIX
in building stone structures and homes in n°2 Mm% o3 0o1aRn N2 miak
a place where there never was one before, ~ ,07iyn n2 oY o X?W Dipna
and the folk advice is to bring a rooster 21370 N22 03N DN DWINY
and hen to the home and slaughter them. TN DY Dunivyy nopn
You question whether this is an ancient 29iRRT 09T Inpwn?
idolatrous practice.

The questioner quoted the will of Rabbi Yehudah Hachasid, which warns of a danger in building
a structure from stones, as well as building a house on land where nothing has ever been built
before. There is a concern, he said, that this could bring about the death of someone in the family.

He then continued: there is a common saying among the public that one should place a pair of
chickens in the house for some time and then slaughter them there, and by doing so, the worry
that someone might die in that house is removed. Rabbi Yoel asked the Chatam Sofer whether this
seems to him to be anything Jewish, because to him it smells non-Jewish.
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Student’s the chickens are dying in exchange 0293370 331 71 1T DY I3 ONY 1T
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The Chatam Sofer explains that those who say this, think that the slaughter of the chickens atones
and removes the worry of someone dying in that house.

Students powever, it is best not to be D277 Wy X¥Y 0P 2w YK
"7 concerned with these fears, as they NPy 00927 292 D2 N¥iD 1PND
are not recorded in the Talmud and TTINY 227 N9 ,0Op0inY 0"w2 11
later authorities, and Rabbi Yehudah Rayis'Miatisinfintlels]
Hachasid’s will may not be an
accurate record.

And then the Chatam Sofer offers his own approach

Student's It would be best practice to dedicate T 17PN 17IR2 N2 Y 25
"7 the home with Torah and prayer, for 1T PR IR 1900 KO 02,00
Torah is “our life and the length of 07y

our days.” May it be in peace.

>> The Rebbe

Every home is a holy temple

student's At first glance, it seems puzzling: the verse “A WA M WR NN,
" psalm, a Song for the Dedication of the House  pn9ym% onnn 111% n*am noun
of David” refers to the dedication of the Holy 325 11w smm 2w pna nma
Temple. What connection does that have to SO RD DR 5Y1,0N0 NOIdA N7
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even more so to a private home?
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As we have discussed at length in the past,  ,NDI3 N°1 95 5w 7IvLAM MMM
the purpose and goal of every synagogue—a ~ °v39 n°a %5 171 ,"*"byn wIpn”
“miniature sanctuary’—and indeed of every Rvairiah BakaRlakahih bRl ch B} ol vak!
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Jewish home, is to be like the Holy Temple: a
place where G-d’s presence dwells. This idea
is already expressed regarding the Mishkan in
the verse, “They shall make Me a sanctuary,
and I will dwell among them”—not “within it,’
but “among them,” meaning within each and
every individual. In other words, the divine
dwelling—the very idea signified by the word
“Mishkan”—must exist within every person.
Each person’s home should be a place where
G-d’s presence rests, just as it did in the
Mishkan, in the Holy of Holies where the Ark
and its cover stood!

A further point regarding dedication: the
inauguration of something new is done with
much ceremony, and with joy.

At the dedication of the Tabernacle, many
offerings were brought—far more than in the
regular daily service. There was even a unique
practice not found elsewhere: the offering of
incense by an individual, something permitted
only then as a special, one-time directive.

Numbers 7:11-17
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In the book of Numbers we read the list of offerings that were brought each day from Rosh Chodesh
Nissan until the inauguration of the altar was completed. Below, we will read the list of offerings
for one day, and that list must then be multiplied by 12.

student's G-d said to Moses: One chieftain (of a tribe)
97 each day shall present his offering for the
dedication of the altar.
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The one who brought his offering on the
first day was Nachshon son of Amminadav
of the tribe of Judah.

His offering was one silver bowl weighing
one hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver
basin weighing seventy shekels, according
to the sacred shekel — both filled with fine
flour mixed with olive oil for a meal offering.

One gold spoon weighing ten shekels, filled
with incense.

Rashi

Filled with incense: We do not find
incense being offered by individuals
on the outer altar except here. This
was a one-time command.

One young bull, one ram, and one year-old
lamb for a burnt offering.

One young male goat for a sin offering.

And for the peace offering: two oxen, five
rams, five male goats, and five year-old
lambs. This was the offering of Nachshon
son of Amminadav.

>> The Rebbe

Dedication of the First Temple
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student's The dedication of the First Temple in the days "M PRI WIPNT N NN I
of Solomon was also marked by numerous {113y "13°7 5w 19X N ANOW
service and offerings, as described at lengthin  qymmy (973013 77971983 9D1003) 15
the Bible, and it was accompanied by great joy, M3 AR 99K ST AN
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feasting, and celebration.
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Source 9 i«ings 8:1-5; 63, 65

Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, all the
heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers’
houses of the children of Israel, to King Solomon
in Jerusalem, to bring up the Ark of the covenant
of G-d from the City of David, which is Zion.

All the men of Israel assembled before King
Solomon at the festival in the month of Eitanim,
the seventh month.

All the elders of Israel came, and the priests took
up the Ark.

They brought up the Ark of G-d, the Tent of
Meeting, and all the sacred vessels that were
in the Tent; the priests and the Levites carried
them.

King Solomon and the entire congregation of
Israel, who were assembled with him before the
Ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen in such
great numbers that they could not be counted.

And Solomon slaughtered the peace-offerings
that he brought to G-d: twenty-two thousand
oxen and one hundred and twenty thousand
sheep. With this, the King and all the children of
Israel inaugurated the Temple of G-d.

Now Solomon observed the Feast at that time,
and all Israel with him—a vast assembly from
the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt—
before G-d, for seven days and seven days,
fourteen days in total.

>> The Rebbe

There was even something unprecedented
at the dedication of the First Temple: “That
year the people of Israel did not observe Yom
Kippur in the usual way (because during the
seven days before Sukkot they celebrated each
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day with joy and feasting). A heavenly voice
proclaimed, ‘All of you are destined for eternal
life” In other words, although Yom Kippur is
a “day of complete rest,” entirely transcending
the physical world—with no place for eating or
drinking—nevertheless, in that year, not only
was the prohibition on eating and drinking set
aside, but these very acts became part of the
Temple’s dedication.

Dedication of the Second Temple

The same was true with the dedication of the
Second Temple in the days of Cyrus. It too
was marked with various services and great
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celebration.

Source 6 trasi0-13

The builders laid the foundation of the Temple
of G-d, and they stationed the priests in their
attire with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons
of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise G-d through
David, king of Israel.

They sang aloud with praise and thanksgiving
to G-d, for He is good, and His kindness endures
forever over Israel. The entire people shouted
with a great shout of praise to G-d because the
foundation of the House of G-d was laid.

Many of the priests, Levites, and heads of
families—elderly men who had seen the first
Temple standing in its place—were weeping
loudly as they saw this Temple with their own
eyes, while many others shouted for joy.

The people could not distinguish the sound of
the joyful shout from the sound of the people
weeping, for the people shouted loudly, and the
sound was heard from afar.
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>> The Rebbe

The dedication of the Temple after the Chashmonai Victory

The same is found regarding the dedication of the
Hasmoneans. This dedication led to something
new, “These lights shall never be extinguished”
As Nachmanides explains (at the beginning of the
section Behaalotecha), “It is well known that when
the Temple no longer stands and the sacrifices
have ceased because of its destruction, the lamps
too are no longer kindled. But the verse alludes
to the lights of the Hasmonean dedication, which
remain in practice even after the destruction,
throughout our exile”

This was something that had never occurred
before—not in the time of the Tabernacle, nor in
the First or Second Temples. When those were
destroyed, their lights were extinguished as well.
Only the lights kindled in remembrance of the
miracle of Chanukah continue forever.

Source 7 josephus, chap. 20

SERIMYN NI 7 7T O
NINI"Y WY DYDI IRY T
M5 ,2EyS 1Phva PR 190
NwAD NR°ANa 17anan anovw
PRYOY YT 927"w TMbya
NP ovp wIpnt N2
N3 AR 1270 19n Phva
N17I% ROX 1117 8D Dax ,mbdua
NAmI RO ORINYD NONN

,1IMP33 1271 RS AR

- Do 1o XY MaT I
N3 1A X1 ,10wnt i R
MARDY W YR WIPNI
P LD 03 v 1N
071 119737 D3 919 Wapw NI

Oy> onvp

Judah son of Mattathias, the High Priest,
and all the faithful assembly who were
with him came to Jerusalem. They tore
down all the altars that the Gentiles had
built, purified the House from the idols
of the Gentiles, built a new altar, brought
offerings on it, and arranged the wood.
They could not find holy fire, so they
cried out to G-d and called upon Him.
Fire came forth from the stones of the
altar, they arranged the wood on it, and
offered their sacrifice.
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Student's The fire remained on the altar until the

P11 third division of the priests completed their

service. They celebrated the dedication of the

altar on the twenty-fifth of Kislev, placed the

showbread on the Table of G-d, lit the lamps

of the menorah, and praised G-d with the
recitation of Hallel for eight days.

>> The Rebbe

Dedication of a personal home

Student's The same pattern canbe seenin the dedication
pg. 1 _ , o
of a house in our own time. The celebration is
marked by feasting—not just the usual amount
when guests are welcomed, but with greater
joy and abundance than usual.
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C. Everyday Dedication

All of this is related in the Torah not merely to
inform us about what happened in the past,
but as a lesson to teach us how to live today.

We should know that when the month of
Kislev arrives—the central theme of which is
Chanukah—it is a time to dedicate ourselves
anew, to rebuild and renew every aspect of
our Divine service in the study of Torah and
the observance of the mitzvot. The purpose of
all this is to fulfill the Divine desire that “G-d
desired to have a dwelling place in the lower
world,” meaning that the world itself should
become a “home” for G-d. This is the true
chanukat habayit: to bring about renewal in all
areas of Divine service, with fresh vitality, as if
beginning something entirely new.

This is also the deeper meaning of the concept
that “Each day they [the words of Torah]
should be considered new in your eyes.” Just
as the giving of the Torah was accompanied by
“awe and reverence, so too we must approach
Torah and mitzvot today in that same spirit.

Since this principle is stated in the Torah of
truth, it must be expressed genuinely—not as
an act, but with sincerity.
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Our study of Torah and observance of the
mitzvot each day should feel completely
new, as though we had never before heard of
the giving of the Torah, and never studied or
observed it before.

How can we reach such a state?

We are granted special power for this in
the month of Kislev, whose primary theme
is Chanukah. The message and mission of
this month are to bring renewal into our
spiritual life, and therefore during this time
it becomes much easier to experience Torah
and mitzvot on a new level.

Home Dedication Customs

Source 8 igrot kodesh, vol. 19, p. 390

Jewish Books

Our custom is to first bring into the home
a Siddur, chumash, Tehillim, and Tanya, in
addition to the universal custom of bringing
in bread and salt.

Mezuzot

Our custom is to immediately affix the
mezuzot without a blessing and remove
one for checking on the thirtieth day (or
replace it with a nicer one) and then reaffix
it with a blessing to include the rest of the
mezuzot.
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Source 9 otzar Hamelech, vol 1, p. 35

Checking Mezuzot

You write about moving to a new home.
Certainly you had the mezuzot checked to
ensure they are kosher.

Source 10 uikkutei sichot, vol. 13, p. 212

Charity Box

Every Jewish home should have a charity
box that reminds us of the mitzvah and
encourages regular giving.

Source 11 igrot kodesh, vol. 15

Chassidic Gathering

I received your letter about moving into
a new home. It would be proper to host a
Chassidic gathering in your home, where
words of Torah and words arousing the fear
and love of G-d are spoken. This is a fitting
dedication for a Jewish home.

Key Points:
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* The Mishkan was completed on the 25th of Kislev, but its dedication was

postponed to Nissan.

* In return, Kislev received the dedication and purification of the Temple in

the days of the Hasmoneans. From this, we see that the primary theme of

Kislev is the concept of dedication.

* Dedication means a new beginning. This was the case with the dedication

of the Mishkan, the dedication and purification of the Temples by the

Hasmoneans.
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Student's  This motif is also present in the dedication of a new home, whose purpose is

pg. 15 o e » . ,
to turn it into a “mini-Temple” and establish G-d’s presence there.

* When something new is dedicated, it is done with special joy. This was true
in all the dedication events mentioned.

* The message for us: the month of Kislev is a time of special favor, a time to
act with enthusiasm and special desire in all matters of service to G-d.

Takeaway:

Student'lg The days of Kislev, and especially the days of Chanukah, are days of spiritual blessing and a special
" time to renew our service to G-d. We have a special power from Above to put on tefillin with renewed

enthusiasm and to help others joyfully. We should make the most of this opportunity!
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