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After Abraham’s victory in battle, G-d promises him great reward. Abraham responds that
without a son to continue his legacy, such reward is meaningless to him.

From Abraham’s words, “the steward of my household is Eliezer of Damascus,” Rashi teaches
us about Eliezer’s greatness:

He successfully managed Abraham’s affairs, helped him triumph in battle, and assisted in
Abraham’s mission to spread faith in G-d (Sources 1-2).

In addition, the Sages list Eliezer as one of the nine righteous people who entered Paradise
alive (Source 3).

B. A SON L0 INNEIIE c.eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeesssseesssseseesssssseesssseseessssseeessseseesssseseessseseessssseessassseses )

The Rebbe asks: Why does Abraham emphasize Eliezer’s virtues when asking G-d for a son?
It would seem to weaken his argument.
The explanation: It is natural for a person to want to see their life’s work succeed.

Eliezer may appear to represent perfect success—devoted, capable, and righteous, but the
Torah teaches that this is only half the job.

True continuity and eternity exist only when a child continues in their parents’ path and
devotes themselves to it completely.

Moreover, the greatest reward a person can receive is that their children continue their life
mission.

Lesson for our lives: Someone who works for a higher calling or purpose must ensure that
his children continue that mission with the same strength and dedication.

C. The Critical Importance of EJUCAION...........cooooeeeeeeeeessessseneeesssssssneesesssssssssessessssssses 11

This is why the greatest Jewish leaders placed such strong emphasis on education.



Education is how we ensure that the ideals for which Jews gave their lives throughout the
generations will endure in future generations.

In the book of Exodus, when G-d speaks to Moses, He says:
“I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

Rashi comments: “I appeared-to the Patriarchs.” (Source 4)
What is Rashi adding?

The Rebbe explains: Rashi clarifies that the primary greatness of the Patriarchs was not their
personal spiritual achievements, but that they were “Patriarchs’—they raised and educated
children who continued in their path.

That is why, when we recite Shema Yisrael twice daily we immediately continue with “and
you shall teach them to your children.”

The way to ensure the eternity of Shema Yisrael is through education.

After G-d promises Abraham that his children will inherit him, He commands him to bring
sacrifices.

This teaches that to succeed in educating one’s children, we must be willing to make
sacrifices—to give of ourselves.

That is the essence of a sacrifice: giving up something of ourself for a higher cause.



Introduction

The Obama Presidential Library is currently under construction, intended to commemorate
the legacy and achievements of America’s 44th president. The cost of the project is estimated
at $830 million.

This example reflects a broader phenomenon: influential and prominent individuals often
seek to ensure that their names and life’s work will not be forgotten with time, and that they
will be remembered for generations to come. Some write autobiographies, others establish
institutions or buildings bearing their names—all motivated by a desire to leave a lasting
mark for the future.

But what is the Jewish perspective?

In this lesson, we will explore what the Torah teaches about the true and lasting way for a
person to ensure that his life’s work endures for generations to come.
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A. Eliezer, Abraham's Servant

Source 1 cenesis 16:1-6

student's After these words of Abram’s, G-d’s word
"1 came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not
fear punishment, Abram; I am a shield for you.
Furthermore, your reward will still be very

great.”

Abram said, “G-d, of what benefit would anything
be that You would give me, seeing that I am
childless, and because I have no son, the steward
of my household is Eliezer of Damascus?”

Rashi
Student's Steward of my household: Its meaning
pg.1 is as Onkelos translates it: “the provider

in my house,” i.e., the person by whose
orders my entire household is provided
for, similar to: “and by your orders will
all my people be provided for,” i.e., my
steward; were I, however, to have a son,
my son would be in charge of my affairs.

Damascus: According to  Onkelos’
translation, it means that he came from
Damascus. But according to an aggadic
explanation, he was so called because he
had pursued the kings until Damascus. In
the Talmud it is explained as an acrostic:
“one who draws and gives drink” to others
of the teachings of his master.

Student’s Abram continued, “Look, You have given me
P91 no children. Eliezer, a mere member of my
household, will inherit me.”
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Student's At that moment the word of G-d came to him, SANRG PIR 927 M
P97 saying: “This person will not be your heir! WK OX 2,7 U N
Rather, one born from your own flesh will JIYPY RN — PYnRn KRY

inherit you.” , o )
MR L,ARINT IR KXY

G-d took Abram outside his tent and said, 991 LAY N1 van"
“Look towards heaven and count the stars—if Ne0? 7:P OX ,0°22130
you can count them!” He said to him, “That is o " 7 NPy 70NN
how numerous your descendants will be.” Rl

Abram believed in G-d, and G-d accounted it ® fuelo7jn i Ay o B (al\ (x|
for him as an act of righteousness. SRTX

Student's; When Abraham speaks about Eliezer—saying 91399 NITIR 9270 D728 2RO
" that he, and not Abraham’s son, would inherit all 59 AR W0 TNy (113’9 R -
that he owned—he emphasizes: “The steward of =y 1397 ;prmax w3 - 15 WK

my household is Eliezer of Damascus.” TR PwRT I N3

With this, Abraham is highlighting Eliezer's 2@ TR2¥yn DX O77IX @30 721
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(@) “The steward of my household—the person
by whose orders my entire household is
provided for” In other words, when Abraham
needed to manage his affairs, Eliezer ran them
on his behalf, and did so successfully.

Abraham was a very wealthy man and possessed many assets. Eliezer was the one who managed
all of them successfully.
s‘“de'p';'g (b) “Of Damascus—he had pursued the kings until Ty obnn AT - pent’ (A
Damascus.” This means that when Abraham had OTMAR  WROW N0, pwnT
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(c) “Damascus” is also interpreted as an IPYRY 9T PPN LLpPRRT (O
acronym for “one who draws and gives  qwxaw 17 ,”DIRY 129 DIND
drink” to others from his master’s teachings. g9y povem g0 T DAR
knowledge of the Creator in the world, WD SIpHY T ORY CWOR 0

Eheze?r rejce.wed his teac'hmgs and carried 09191 T0TEb Y MILwE Xonm
out his mission of spreading them further.

Why was he called “Damascus”?

What is the meaning of the word “Damascus” that appears before his name?

Our Sages explain that the Hebrew word “damasek” is an acronym for the Hebrew words “doleh
uwmashkeh’™—“drawing and giving to drink.” Abraham is compared to a well of living waters, and
Eliezer was the one who drew from that well and gave others to drink.

In other words, he was not merely Abraham’s servant but also his disciple and emissary—spreading
Abraham’s teachings to others and making the values of faith and morality that he learned from
his master accessible to people near and far.

Source 2 tamud, Yoma 28b

Eliezer was a veteran yeshiva student, as 2Wi% 11,0002 T2V YOI
the verse says, “Abram said to his servant MNPV MR L7007 7W2
Eliezer, the oldest member of his household P2 T TRy PN ONaN
who ruled over all he had”, and Rabbi Elazar °27 N "7 TwR 992 DY
said: This means he mastered his teacher’s J27 mina Dwimw yhx

teachings. “He is Eliezer of Damascus,” MR — "AYUIR plonT Nn"
Rabbi Eliezer said: He “drew and gave to  fpwm m2iT¢ yon 21
drink” his teacher’s wisdom to others. D°MK? 121 PW ininn

Another interpretation of Damascus is that it was his hometown. It's also possible that he earned
this name thanks to his gallantry in war where he chased the four kings until Damascus.

Abraham’s Soldier

Aworld war broke out between two groups of kings. The four kings who were victorious conquered
vast territories and took many captives, including Lot, Abraham’s nephew.

The Torah describes how Abraham came to his nephew’s rescue, going out to battle with a force
of only 318 fighters. However, a traditional interpretation explains that Abraham’s entire army
consisted of just one soldier—Eliezer. Even so, Abraham achieved a miraculous and decisive
victory, pursuing the defeated kings all the way to Damascus.



According to this interpretation, Abraham told his men that anyone who had sinned should not
join the battle, lest their wrongdoing cause the entire group to fail. Upon hearing this, all of them—
except for Eliezer—returned home. The number 318 mentioned in the Torah actually alludes to the
numerical value of the name of Abraham’s last remaining soldier—Eliezer.

The Man Who Entered Paradise Alive

The Sages list nine righteous individuals who entered Paradise while still alive. This remarkable
group includes well-known figures such as the prophet Elijah, as well as others who are less
familiar, like Chiram. And who else appears on this distinguished list? Eliezer!

Source 3 verech eretz uta 1:9

Student's Nine entered Paradise alive: Chanoch son XY 7Y 132 DIOIN2 10323 YYD
"3 of Yered, Elijah the Prophet, Mashiach, S ATPR LT 12 i on
Eliezer the servant of Abraham, Chiram 9% 3717 071 ,0092K 72¥ “19°°X)

the king of Tzur, the servant who saved J[M02 12227 DOYYiEY TR N2y
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include Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi. M2 12 Ly

After reading the Midrashic teachings about Eliezer, we come to truly appreciate who he was.

Abraham, our forefather, was the founder of a new faith—belief in one G-d—and he dedicated
himself to spreading that faith among the nations of the world. To accomplish this, he established
a tent at a crossroads where he would host travelers and guests. During these encounters, he
would teach them about the Creator. The movement quickly gained momentum and began to
attract many followers. Abraham would bring the men closer to monotheism, and Sarah would
do the same for the women. Gradually, a sizable community formed around them, supported by a
large and active infrastructure.

And who managed all of this? Eliezer.

He was the one who ran Abraham’s household, overseeing the logistics of the tent—the very first
“Chabad House” in history. He organized its operations, and handled security when needed, even
going out to battle to rescue Lot. He was also a great Torah scholar, “drawing and giving to drink”
from his master’s teachings to the growing circle of students and followers.

He was the dream assistant that any leader or visionary would want—talented, devoted, and fully
aligned with his master’s mission and vision.

Yet when the defining moment arrived, Abraham expressed his deep pain to G-d: that after all his
efforts and achievements, it was his servant Eliezer who would inherit everything—and that he
had no son to continue his legacy.
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B. A Son to Inherit

There is an apparent difficulty here:

Given the context of Abraham’s argument before
G-d—"“What is the use of all that You have given
me?”"—it would have been enough for Abraham
to say, “You have given me no offspring, and
the one who will inherit me is a member of my
household,” meaning that his heir would be a
stranger.

Why then does Abraham emphasize, in arguing
that his heir is a stranger, that this person is
one who possesses all the admirable qualities
mentioned above? Why is it relevant for us to
know this, to the extent that the Torah relates
Abraham’s praise of Eliezer in detail?

The explanation is that this detail contains a
profound lesson that sheds new light on the
entire episode.

Human nature is such that every person desires
to see success in the areas to which they devote
their efforts.

Some people find their energy and passion in
business and commerce. Others are driven by
the pursuit of conquering new lands—even the
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ambition to conquer the world—meaning
they seek new fields of activity to master and
to prove their superiority in them. Still others
devote their entire focus to spreading their
faith or teachings—their ideals—throughout
the world.

At first glance, all these people share a
common trait: when they see success in their
endeavors—whether in spreading their faith
and teachings, in conquering new territories,
or in expanding and developing their business
ventures—they feel that they have achieved
the central goal and ultimate purpose of their
lives.

The Torah however teaches that seeing
success is only half of the job.

When can a person truly feel satisfied and
joyful from spreading his faith and teachings,
conquering new spheres of activity, or
developing successful enterprises? When can
they see these as meaningful goals and derive
pleasure from them? Only when they know
that all these efforts will be continued not by
a stranger, but by their own child.

It is human nature not to be content merely
with the knowledge that one’s work will be
carried on by someone capable. They want
it to be continued specifically by their own
child.

Otherwise, the continuity and preservation
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of everything Abrahm stood for may not be
assured.

This highlights that a person’s true reward is
when all of their life’'s accomplishments and
achievements are carried forward by their
children and grandchildren. Only then are those
achievements complete and endowed with
enduring value.

It is for this reason that Abraham, in speaking to
G-d, emphasizes Eliezer’s virtues when he says,
“You have given me no offspring”

Even though he had a loyal servant like
Eliezer—“the steward of my household, Eliezer
of Damascus”—who would surely continue to
spread his teachings, expand his enterprises,
and conquer all the realms he sought to reach,
Abraham nevertheless says to G-d that this is
not the reward he seeks: “What is the use of all
that You have given me?”

Abraham’s deepest desire was to have children
of his own—children who would carry on all
the work and missions for which he had fought,
risked his life, and sought G-d’s blessing for
success.
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From this we learn something very deep and fundamental. Every person wants to succeed in
their life’s mission. Abraham’s mission was to spread faith in G-d—the foundation of Judaism.
And indeed, during his lifetime, he was remarkably successful, inspiring large numbers of people
to believe in one G-d.
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But Abraham understood that for this faith to be truly eternal, something more was needed. It was
not enough to have large followings of believers. It was not enough to write books explaining faith.
Even the most skilled and passionate advocates—no matter how dedicated—cannot guarantee
that the faith would endure.

There is only one way to ensure true continuity: to educate one’s children and grandchildren in
the same path, so that they live it, advance it, and are ready to sacrifice for it. That is the only way
to make Judaism everlasting.

That is why Abraham asked G-d for a son—someone who would carry Judaism forward for all
generations.

(One might ask: why specifically through a child? Couldn’t Eliezer have continued Abraham’s
mission? After all, Judaism accepts converts as fully equal members of the Jewish people. The
explanation, as explained in Chassidic teachings, is that self-sacrifice for Judaism exists innately
within the soul of every Jew—and, of course, also within a convert once he has a Jewish soul. But
before the Giving of the Torah, those who joined Abraham and Sarah did not yet have that inner
transformation. Indeed, we find no lasting remnant of all the many people who were drawn to
Abraham’s faith at that time.)

The greatest reward—children
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We must also ensure that our children and
entire families will be faithful continuers of that
work. And not only continuers, but dedicated
participants and fighters for the same ideals
and the same truth for which their parents and
grandparents struggled.
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grants abundant reward—"“Your reward shall
be very great,” and even the greatest reward
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A person’s deepest joy lies in their own children.

Beyond the fact that true continuity can exist only when the children dedicate themselves to lives
of Torah and spreading Torah, there is also a unique reward in knowing that one’s own children
are following in one’s ways. That is why Abraham asked specifically for this blessing.

Story - You Have to Know What to Ask For (reachers manual onty

In 1959, Rabbi Zalman Gurary managed an extensive business network
in Brazil. Through these enterprises, he developed close commercial ties
with wealthy businessmen whom he would meet during his frequent
visits to the country.

Rabbi Shmaryahu Gurary (Rashag) was the Rebbe’s brother-in-law,
and the director of the Central Tomchei Temimim Yeshivah. He asked
his cousin Rabbi Zalman Gurary if he could accompany him on one
of his business trips to Brazil in order to raise funds from his wealthy
acquaintances for the yeshivah.

Rabbi Zalman wasn’t too enthusiastic about the idea, but after persistent
requests from Rashag, he set a bold condition:

“If you will secure from the Rebbe a promise that upon our return
from Brazil, I'll be granted a private audience during which I'll receive
a blessing for whatever I ask—then I'll agree to take you with me to
Brazil and introduce you to the businessmen so they’ll contribute to the
yeshivah.”

Rashag told the Rebbe about the condition, and the Rebbe agreed.

The two men traveled to Brazil. Within just a few days, they succeeded
in raising remarkable sums. Rabbi Zalman would later recount to his
grandson that every wealthy man they met responded warmly to Rashag’s
appeal and contributed very generously.

When they returned to 770, bearing enough funds to sustain the yeshivah
for many months, Rabbi Zalman told Rashag in his characteristic style:

“I've fulfilled my part of the deal to your satisfaction. Now it’s your turn
to ensure the second part happens. Schedule my private audience with



the Rebbe, and make sure I receive the promised blessing.”

When he entered the Rebbe’s room, the Rebbe greeted him warmly and
said, “What would you like to ask for?”

Emotionally, Rabbi Zalman began telling the Rebbe about a large cargo
ship he had recently operated, filled with merchandise being shipped
from one country to another. Tragically, the ship had sunk at sea with
all its cargo, causing him a massive financial loss. His request was that
he be able to recover all the money he had lost.

The Rebbe’s expression suddenly turned serious, and he said words that
Rabbi Zalman would never forget:

“If one is given the opportunity to ask for anything he wants, he must
have the wisdom to know what to ask for.”

The Rebbe then added,

“You should ask that your descendants be Chassidim, G-d-fearing Jews,
and that they grow up in the path of our Rebbes.”

Hearing the Rebbe’s unexpected comment, Rabbi Zalman immediately
replied, “Very well, that is my request.”

The Rebbe smiled and said,

“That—you shall have.”

10
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C. The Critical Importance of Education

>> The Rebbe

This is why we find that the great leaders
of the Jewish people—from Moses until
today—placed the utmost importance on
education: on raising Jewish children to be
faithful continuers of everything for which
their ancestors fought and gave their lives
throughout the ages.

These leaders were not content with merely
making proclamations and statements about
the need to strive for a world of justice,
integrity, and peace. They worked tirelessly to
ensure that our children, our grandchildren,
and our families would themselves carry the
banner of those ideals for which Jews had
sacrificed themselves for generations.

This is not just an added bonus, something
that is merely desirable if circumstances allow.
It is the very essence of our true reward for
all that we struggled and achieved in life—the
ability to educate children who will continue
in our own path.
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We often speak about the importance of being a “light unto the nations.” Indeed, the Jewish people

have contributed to the world in every field—in science, in medicine, and most significantly, in

morality. We brought the eternal values of the Ten Commandments to humanity.

Yet, when all is said and done, even if we continue to do all of this on the widest and most

meaningful scale, it is still not enough. The most important thing is that the younger generation
of the Jewish people become the torchbearers of these ideals.

That is the true reward of the Jewish people throughout the generations—that there is always a
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new generation carrying the mission forward. And this is also the only way to ensure that our
faith will endure: when there are living children who continue it, and who are ready to dedicate

themselves to it completely.

The Defining Attribute of the Patriarchs

In another address, the Rebbe observes that the defining attribute of the patriarchs was their

being patriarchs, that they taught their progeny how to serve G-d.

Source & exodus 6:2-3
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as E-1 Shadai [‘G-d Almighty’]; I was not
manifest to them by My Name G-d.

Rashi

I appeared: To the patriarchs.

>> The Rebbe

Source 5 toras Menachem, vol. 32, p.380

Several commentators ask: what does Rashi
add by commenting on the verse “I appeared
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob”?

This is especially difficult in light of what
we know from the Shelah, and even more so
from the teachings of the Alter Rebbe and
the later Rebbes who followed him. They
taught that every word and letter in Rashi’s
commentary is considered and precise. It is
therefore clear that this comment—“to the
patriarchs”—requires explanation. What,
exactly, is Rashi adding?

The explanation is that Rashi intends to
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highlight that the primary distinction of
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Student's The importance of education is also emphasized
in the recitation of the Shema twice each day.
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the patriarchs: “For I have known him,
so that he may command his children
and his household after him.” G-d’s love
for Abraham is described not as a result
of his personal spiritual greatness, but
because he ensured that his descendants
will follow his path.

And although the word “patriarchs” does
not appear explicitly in the verse, Rashi
reveals that this is its deeper meaning:
the chief virtue of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob—their defining quality—is that
they were patriarchs, that they raised
children like themselves.

Actualizing Shema

We recites the Shema when we rise in the morning,
at the start of the day. At the end of the day, before

going to sleep, we recite it once more.
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One of the central themes included in the Shema
is the commandment of education: “You shall
teach them diligently to your children.

This emphasizes that regarding all the matters
connected to the declaration of Shema—“Hear,
O Israel”—with which we begin and end the day,
we must remember that they must be followed by
“You shall teach them to your children” We must
transmit, teach, and plant these values in our
children so that they, too, will continue to live by
them.
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Every Jew says Shema, “Hear, O Israel.” The Torah ensures that each time this is said, it is
immediately followed by the words “You shall teach them to your children.” These words serve to
remind us what lies at the core of Jewish life, and what ensures that the words “Hear, O Israel” will
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continue to be spoken in the generations to come as well.

This is the true blessing that a person can ask and
receive from G-d—that the spreading of Torah,
the establishment of new endeavors, and all their
business affairs will be continued not merely by
a worthy and faithful person, like Eliezer, but
specifically by their own child or grandchild.

This leads us to the continuation of the weekly
portion. G-d says to Abraham, “Take for Me a
calf” Rashi explains that this means that the merit
through which the Jewish people will remain in
the Land of Israel is that of the sacrifices.

Genesis 15:9

G-d said to him, “Bring for Me three calves,
three goats, three rams, a turtledove, and
a young dove.”
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Abraham said to G-d: Let me know by
what merit my descendants will continue
to remain in the land.”G-d answered him:

“Through the merit of the sacrifices.”

Every truly good thing must contain an
element of giving of yourself. Good things
don’t come easily. If something comes
effortlessly, that itself shows it isn’t of
real significance, and it will slip away as
easily as it arrived. This is why sacrifice is
necessary. And the greater the goal, the
greater the sacrifice it calls for.

So too here: if we want not only success
in what we do but also continuity
through our children, we must be ready
to make sacrifices—meaning to give of
ourselves for the cause of education.
Practically speaking, this means financial
participation.
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When G-d promised Abraham that his children would inherit him and inherit the Land, He told
him to bring sacrifices. This symbolizes that in order to receive something of true value, one must
be willing to give something up for it. Anything real does not come easily.

The same applies here: if we wish that our children should walk in the ways of G-d, we must be
ready to sacrifice something of ourselves—to give of our own resources.

This talk was delivered during a special private audience held for donors to the network of Chabad
yeshivot in the United States. At the end of the talk, the Rebbe encouraged them to give five times

more than they had originally planned.
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Key Points:

* Abraham complained to G-d: “What will You give me... and the steward of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus.” Eliezer was not an ordinary servant, but
an exceptional figure—a capable economic and military manager, a head of a
yeshivah who “drew and gave to others from his master’s Torah,” and one of
the nine righteous individuals who entered the Garden of Eden alive.

* The Rebbe asks: Why does Abraham emphasize all of Eliezer’s virtues when
presenting his complaint? Seemingly, that would weaken his argument.

* The Rebbe explains that this is precisely Abraham’s point. Success in
one’s career, business, or even in spreading ideas is only “half the job.” True
fulfillment, true reward, and—most importantly—the eternity of one’s life’s
work are achieved only when it continues through one’s children.

* Education is central in Judaism—it is the only way to ensure the perpetuation
of G-d’s path. Therefore:

e The primary greatness of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is not only their
personal spiritual achievements, but the fact that they were Patriarchs—
fathers who instructed their children to follow after them.

* Immediately after the declaration of faith, “Hear O Israel the Torah
commands, “And you shall teach them diligently to your children.” This
reminds us that the continuity of Judaism for future generations depends on
the education of our children.

* A legacy requires sacrifice. Things of true value do not come easily. When
G-d promised Abraham continuity, He commanded him to bring sacrifices—
teaching us that if we wish our children to carry on the path, we must be
ready to give of ourselves for that purpose.

Takeaway:

We all strive for success and to build a lasting legacy. Abraham teaches us
that true success is measured by its eternity. Our real legacy is not only
what we achieve ourselves, but what we succeed in passing on to the next
generation. That’s why our most meaningful investment is in the education
of our children—and it’s not easy. It requires sacrifice.
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