DRUNK ON PRAYER

What are we really praying for on Rosh Hashanah?
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In the haftarah of the first day of Rosh Hashanah we read the story of Hannah, who was
barren. She entered the Mishkan overwhelmed with emotion and poured out her soul before
G-d. Eli the Kohen, who saw her lips moving but could not hear her voice, mistakenly thought
she was drunk. Hannah clarified that she was not, but rather that she was praying to G-d
and asking for a son (Source 1).

The Rebbe asks:

A. How is it possible that a holy man like Eli could make such a serious mistake and not
recognize that Hannah was praying, instead thinking she was drunk?

B. And even if we understand his mistake, why is it important for the Torah to tell us this,
something that seems to detract from Eli the Kohen’s honor?

B. What Do We Pray for on Rosh Hashanah...............eeeeeeeemmsssssseesssssssssssssssssssssssssses 6

In the Rosh Hashanah prayers we focus on two themes that seem to contradict one another:
on the one hand, prayers and requests for all of a person’s needs, both physical and spiritual;
and on the other hand, the primary theme of the service is the coronation of G-d as King
over the world—something that requires total nullification of personal desire and complete
acceptance of the yoke of Heaven.

The coronation of G-d as King on Rosh Hashanah is a direct continuation of the beginning
of creation: Adam gathered all the creatures together and, along with them, proclaimed G-d
as King over the world (Source 2).

How is it possible to combine two opposite matters—complete nullification in the coronation
of the King, where there is no place for personal needs at all, and at the same time, personal
requests, including for physical matters?

C. Material that iS SPIMTUAL.......eeeeeeeesseesseeeseessssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 9

The explanation:
When we ask on Rosh Hashanah for our physical needs, our inner request is to fulfill the



purpose of creation: the revelation of G-d’s Kingship in the world, through elevating the
Divine sparks that are embedded in material things. Our requests flow from complete self-
nullification to do G-d’s will.

The Baal Shem Tov explains the verse: “Hungry and also thirsty, their soul enwraps itself
within them.” The body’s hunger for food actually stems from the soul’s desire to elevate
the Divine sparks contained within the food. Similarly, when we ask for material things
on Rosh Hashanah, in truth and in essence, our request is our soul’'s desire to fulfill the
ultimate purpose—making a dwelling place for G-d in this world—even if outwardly it seems
otherwise.

This also explains we are more moved by the passages of the prayers that speak about our
needs (“Who will live and who will die”) than by those that speak about Kingship (“Reign over
the entire world”). This is not because we are more materialistic, but because this is G-d’s
intent—that the ultimate purpose be fulfilled specifically in this physical world. Our soul
senses this, and therefore those prayers touch us more deeply.

The conduct of the Baal Shem Tov and the Alter Rebbe proves this: in his early years the
Baal Shem Tov was occupied with the material well-being of Jews, and so too the Alter
Rebbe (Source 4). Only afterward did they begin to care for their spiritual well-being. For,
as explained, first one provides for physical needs, so that from them can come spiritual
growth. They learned this from G-d Himself, Who for 26 generations sustained His creations
with kindness, and only afterward gave the Torah.

The story of Hannah and Eli, explained:

Eli thought Hannah was too focused on her personal needs while standing before G-d. He
considered this improper—like wine, which is beneficial in moderation but harmful in excess.
But Hannah explained that her prayer was not “drunkenness,” but rather a deep outpouring
of her soul and a desire for a son who would be entirely dedicated to G-d and His mission.
Indeed, Samuel, the son she eventually bore, grew up in the Mishkan and became a prophet
of G-d (Source 5).

Takeaway:

On Rosh Hashanah, when we ask for material things, it is not a selfish request but rather an
expression of our soul’s desire to fulfill the Divine purpose for which it descended into this
world. And just as Hannah'’s prayer was answered, so we are all assured that G-d will fulfill
our good requests, for a good and sweet year.



Introduction

We are approaching Rosh Hashanah: two full days during which we spend many hours in
prayer in the synagogue. As Rosh Hashanah draws near, it is important to understand what
we are praying for, what the meaning of our requests is, and how they connect to the central
theme of the day—the coronation of G-d and our devotion to Him and to His mission in the

world. This will be the focus of our class today.
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A. Pious or Drunk?

>> The Rebbe

What comes first?

The haftarah for the first day of Rosh
Hashana tells the story of Hannah, wife of
Elkana and mother of the Prophet Samuel.
Although initially childless, Hannah was
granted a son - Samuel - after praying at
the tabernacle in Shiloh.
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Source 1 samuel 1

There was a man from Ramataim of
the Tzuphites, in the hill country of
Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah
son of Yerocham, son of Elihu son of
Tochu, son of Tzuph, from the tribe
of Ephraim. He had two wives, one
named Hannah and the other Peninah.
Peninah had children, but Hannah was
childless. Elkanah used to go up from
his town every year to worship and to
offer sacrifices to G-d at Shiloh.
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But while Elkanah and the rest of the family are celebrating with joy, Hannah’s heart is overcome
with growing sorrow. The emptiness within her is felt most sharply during the festive family
meals. Anyone who has experienced loneliness can relate to Hannah, watching the little children
gathered around Peninah, hearing their laughter and seeing the moments of family happiness,
while she sits alone. Everyone looks forward to the family holiday and the lively atmosphere, but
for the childless woman the holiday becomes a nightmare that only magnifies her suffering.
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Family Feud

Elkanah is sensitive to Hannah's feelings, and tries to appease her:

Student’s The day came, and Elkanah offered a sacrifice.
"1 He gave portions to his wife Peninah and to
all her sons and daughters, and to Hannah he
gave a special portion, for he loved Hannah,
and the L-rd had closed her womb.
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The L-rd had closed her womb: Hannah N?) mmm owe 'm
was especially pained because she J%n nm LT
could not bear children. Elkanah  nan #% #XI7 "
attempted to appease her with this JWE PBR? N
special portion.

While Elkanah shows empathy toward Hannah and tries to comfort her with a special portion
of the festive dish, Peninah—the “rival’—takes the opposite approach. Instead of embracing and
consoling Hannah, she torments her.

Student’s Hannah'’s rival would frequently anger her, to oy2 D3 AN DoY)
" make her complain, for G-d had closed her ' 30 *» ApYI] M2
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Yalkut Shimoni, | Samuel 1:77

Student's Peninah would constantly provoke
pg.2 Hannah. She would say, “Did you buy
your child a kerchief, a shirt, a robe?”
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Rabbi Nachman bar Abba taught: In the
morning Peninah would say, “Hannah,
aren’t you going to wash your children
before school?” And in the afternoon,
she would say, “Aren’t you going to
greet your children as they come back
from school?”

RIX 92 701 TR
npawn  me  nAmn
PX PR T30 NN
QP19 NYOTN NIRY
VYW T TR YW
vy "Mpen m2Y
A7 DRI NN nivy
DRI X PR ,man”
Waw 3 N7

"R nPan



Student's
pg.2

Student’s
pg.2

Student’s
pg.3

Rabbi Tanchum bar Abba taught:
Peninah would upset Hannah
especially at mealtimes. When
Elkanah distributed food to all the
children, Peninah would taunt her:
“You gave food to my children—but
you did not give to her children...”

A pattern emerges of Peninah’s cruelty toward Hannah. Instead of rejoicing in her own lot and
thanking the Creator for her good fortune, she rubbed salt into Hannah’s wounds, and made sure

to do so year after year.

This happened year by year, every time
Hannah went up to the house of the
L-rd, Peninah would anger her.

A turning point occurs in our story. Hannah can no longer remain indifferent to Peninah’s
provocations. She bursts into tears and pushes away the portion of food that was offered to her.

She wept and would not eat. Her
husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah,
why are you crying, and why aren’t
you eating? Why are you so sad? Am
I not more devoted to you than ten
sons?”

PIOMN N2X 92 DINIA 1
10T TIAN 9087 YT

JRIT TiEn O TN 797
DY ©°Y27T7 NP2 AR AN
10" TIFAN? DRI AT M
— i@7m 12 171 iPn 2 mr

MPPn png X° MY

mYa mY noy 13
1 ' g Afey
...7130¥20

MNP 20NN K77 noam
A" YR TN A7
X2 mp Py
29237 YT 71 7aNn
77 2w oM XD

M2 YD

A Prayer From the Depths of Her Heart

Hannah does not accept Elkanah’s consolations. But then, precisely from her emotional crisis,
Hannah rises and takes action. In hindsight, this step creates a turning point in the story of her
life: Hannah takes her fate into her own hands. Instead of sitting and crying, she goes to pray to
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G-d and changes her story.

After they had eaten and drunk at
Shiloh, Hannah rose and went to the
Mishkan. The priest Eli was sitting
on the seat near the doorpost of the
temple of the L-rd. She was bitter in
spirit, and she prayed to G-d, and
wept. She said this vow: “G-d, if You
will look upon the affliction of Your
servant, and You will remember me,
and You will not forget Your servant,
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and You will give Your servant a son, I will
give him to the L-rd all the days of his life,
and no razor shall come upon his head.”

Sober, and Pious

As Hannah prayed at length before the L-rd,
Eli watched her mouth.

But Hannah was speaking in her heart; only
her lips were moving, and her voice was
not heard. Eli thought she was a drunken
woman.

Eli said to her: Until when will you be
drunk? Throw off your wine from upon
yourself.

Hannah answered and said: No, my lord, I
am a woman of sorrowful spirit, and I have
not drunk neither new wine nor old wine.
I have poured out my soul before the L-rd.

Deliver not your servant before the
unscrupulous woman, for out of the
abundance of my complaint and my pain I
have spoken until now.

Eli answered and said: Go in peace, and the
G-d of Israel will grant your request which
you have asked of Him.

>> The Rebbe

Eli's Error
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St“de'p';'j This story raises some questions:

a) How could Eli the priest have made such an
extreme mistake? Instead of recognizing that
she was praying with deep feeling, he thought
she was drunk.
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s‘“de';;'j This is especially difficult according to the view
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that Eli was the high priest, of whom it is said
that he was set apart “to sanctify him as the
holiest of holies.” Eli certainly remained the high
priest even after this incident and continued
entering the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur in
the years that followed, since he was worthy
of that role. If the high priest was unworthy, he
would have had to have been replaced; so Eli
must have been of the highest spiritual level.

It is also noteworthy that in the chain of
receiving the Torah from Moses, Eli is listed
as the third link, as Maimonides writes in his
introduction to Mishneh Torah: “Eli received
from Pinchas, Pinchas from Joshua, and Joshua
from Moses our teacher”
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Eli the Kohenwas the High Priest, arighteous and pious man who entered—and continued to enter—

the Holy of Holies every year on Yom Kippur. He was also the third in the chain of transmission
from Moses: he learned from Pinchas, who learned from Joshua, who learned from Moses.

If so, how is it possible that a holy man of such stature could make such a serious mistake...

b) Even if we can find some explanation for
Eli's mistake, we would still need to explain
why the Torah would relate this at all. After all,
Scripture does not even speak disparagingly
about an impure animal; how much more so,
it would seem, should it not record something
negative, G-d forbid, about Eli the priest.
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B. What Do We Pray for on Rosh Hashanah?

>> The Rebbe

Student's The explanation is as follows:

pg.6

When analyzing the prayers on the New Year,
we seem to find two opposite themes.

Material and spiritual requests

Student’s 1) Rosh Hashanah is the day of judgment for all

pg.6

a person’s needs, both spiritual and material.
Therefore, in the prayers of this day, we ask
for children, health, and sustenance, as well
as for success in spiritual matters.

Coronating G-d

St“deg;'g 2) On the other hand, it is known that

the central focus of our work on Rosh
Hashanah, expressed primarily in prayer, is
the coronation of G-d as king. G-d expresses
Himself, saying: “Make Me king over you.
This is reflected in the prayers of the day:
“Reign over the entire world in Your glory,
“King over all the earth,” and more. This act
of coronation and accepting G-d’s kingship
is achieved specifically through absolute
self-nullification—by submitting ourselves
entirely under the King’s authority, to the
point of not feeling one’s own desires at all.
This surrender, in turn, arouses the king to

“accept” the coronation.

What is the “coronation of G-d"?
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Why do we crown G-d as King on Rosh Hashanah? This is a direct continuation of the first
coronation of G-d, which took place at the time of the creation of man.

It was the evening of the sixth day of creation. The universe stood in all its glory; everything was
ready—or more precisely, almost everything.

The sun rose in the blue sky, its rays lightly dancing on the clear waters of rivers, seas, and lakes.
Lush green meadows spread across the land, and birds filled the air with song. Forests were alive
with squirrels, rabbits, and all kinds of wild animals, large and small.

Yet the animals were mute and devoid of understanding—they did not know nor comprehend how
they had been created, or who had created them.

Then G-d decided to create the final and most wondrous being of all, a creature capable of thought
and speech, and able to perform extraordinary deeds. This creature was the human.

And then a wondrous event occurred:

Source 2 pirkei derabbi Eliezer, 11
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Adam rose, a divine-like figure.
The animals saw him and feared

him. Mistaking him for G-d, they
gathered and bowed before him.
“You’ve come to worship me?” asked
Adam. “Let us all go together with
pride and crown G-d as our king, for
the nation coronates the king; the
king doesn’t crown himself.” Adam
went and first proclaimed G-d as
king, and the animals followed suit.
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“Now the whole world knows that I am King,” said G-d, and He was pleased. This was the very
first Rosh Hashanah in the world, the birthday of man, and the coronation of the King of Kings,
G-d.

What does a king do on the day of his coronation? He turns the day into a national celebration.
His loyal subjects gather, show honor to the king, and express their love and respect. They cheer
with trumpets and loudly proclaim, “Long live the King!” The king, in turn, is filled with affection
for his subjects at the sight of their devotion and gives them gifts and generous tax reductions.
He even forgives those who have sinned against him, if he sees that they have returned from their
wrongdoing.

In the same way, G-d made Rosh Hashanah a holy festival. We gather in synagogues, sound the
shofar, and express our love for our Father, our King in Heaven, and accept His kingship. And G-d
shines upon us, turns toward us with favor, and promises us a good and sweet year.



studegg? Now, these two themes are contradictory.

When a person is standing in complete self-
surrender before the King, they are not in a
state to think about—Ilet alone request—their
own needs. Such requests presuppose that
the person still has personal desires. This
applies even to spiritual needs, and all the
more so to material ones, which are in fact the
main subject of judgment on Rosh Hashanah.

To understand this, one does not need to be
on on a lofty spiritual level. It can be observed
even from the coronation of a human king: at
theactualmomentofcoronation,noonewould
think to simultaneously ask him to provide
them with food for today or tomorrow. That
is not the time or place for such concerns;
those matters can be addressed later. The
same should apply on Rosh Hashanah: as we
coronate G-d it is inappropriate to mix in
requests for “a good life,” “blessing, peace,
abundant sustenance, deliverance, comfort,
and favorable decrees.”
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We are faced with a problem. What are we supposed to do on Rosh Hashanah? Should we crown
G-d as King? If so, it would seem inappropriate to be making personal and material requests.

On the other hand, these requests appear in the prayer book. We are indeed supposed to ask for

them—after all, this is the Day of Judgment!
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C. Material is Spiritual

The explanation is as follows:

When we ask for our needs on Rosh
Hashanah, the request should not be for our
own personal benefit—for the sake of having
abundance in this world, or even abundance
in spiritual matters. Rather, it should be a
direct continuation of the concept of “Make
Me king over you.”

The fulfillment of “Reign over the entire world
in Your glory,” that G-d’s kingship should be
revealed everywhere, comes about through
our involvement with the world, turning it
into a dwelling place for Him.

Every individual has sparks of holiness that
belong to his specific soul—sparks that only
you can elevate. They are embedded within
the material matters G-d assigned to your
lot. We therefore ask G-d to provide us with
these needs, in order that we should be able to
accomplish our part in the mission of “Reign
over the entire world”

Thus, even when we request our needs on
Rosh Hashanah, it is without any trace of
personal self-interest, for we are requesting
them solely for the sake of G-d.
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On the contrary: the desire for physical needs
comes precisely from the state of complete
self-surrender with which we stand while
coronating G-d, since the task of elevating the
sparks is one with the very essence of our soul.
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This is an incredible Chassidic teaching. When we ask for something from G-d, we should not ask
solely for ourselves. Rather, we should ask for it so that we can use it to perform a mitzvah, to do

something for the community.

Then it is no longer a personal request, but part of elevating the sparks that were entrusted to
us to elevate. This integrates beautifully with accepting the kingship of G-d, because we need
material resources in order to fulfill G-d’s mission through them.

This can be understood through the teaching
of the Baal Shem Tov on the verse, “Hungry
and also thirsty, their soul enwraps itself within
them.” The Baal Shem Tov taught that physical
hunger or thirst for food and drink is because
“their soul enwraps itself within them”—the
soul longs to elevate the sparks of holiness
contained in that food or drink, since those
particular sparks are “enwrapped” with that
person’s soul and they must be the ones to
uplift them.

In other words, although we only feel our body’s
natural hunger for food, in truth it is our soul’s
hunger for the sparks of holiness within that
food which belong to us.
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G-d created us in such a way that when our soul longs to elevate the sparks of holiness, it affects
the body to feel hunger. Thus, through eating, we also elevate the sparks that our soul desires to

refine.
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So too in the case of prayer: when we plead on

depths of their hearts when reciting “Who
will be at rest, who will wander...” in the
Unetaneh Tokef prayer, more so than when
saying “Reign over the entire world in Your
glory, is proof that this reflects the true
essence of the matter.

Although the apparent reason for this is that,
as a soul within a body, worldly matters are
closer to us and touch our hearts more than
spiritual ones, the deeper reason is that G-d’s
ultimate purpose is specifically to have a
dwelling in the lowest realm. Therefore, this
purpose resonates and awakens the very core
of our soul.
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: This is why our deepest arousal comes precisely

while making these requests, for in truth it is our
soul pushing itself to fulfill the divine purpose of
making the world a dwelling place for G-d.

G-d created the world in such a way that the purpose of the soul’'s descent can only be fulfilled
through material matters. We can pray and study for many years, but if we do not engage with the
physical world, we will not elevate the sparks that belong to us. And since our souls feel this, they
are more moved by material requests than by spiritual ones, because only through materiality

can G-d’s desire be realized.
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The Baal Shem Tov first helped Jews materially

It is also worth noting the conduct of the Baal Shem
Tov. At first, beginning in the year 5472 (1712)—which
in Hebrew is an acronym for “may blessing come
upon him”—he devoted himself to the material well-
being of the Jewish people. Only many years later,
in 5494 (1734), did he begin the work of spreading
the inner dimension of the Torah.

We find the same with the Alter Rebbe, the founder
of Chabad. There is a well-known story that he
made an agreement with his father-in-law that
the money he received as a dowry would remain
at his disposal, so that he could use it as he saw fit.
He dedicated that money supporting fellow Jews
earning their livelihood. Only later did the Alter
Rebbe begin to care for the spiritual needs of other
Jews.
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Source 3 sefer Hatoldot Admur Hazaken, vol. 1, pg. 82:

When the Alter Rebbe reached marriageable

el age, he agreed to marry the daughter of
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Rabbi Yehudah Leib Segal of Vitebsk, on
condition that the dowry of 5,000 rubles
would be his to us freely, without the input
of his father-in-law.

During the first year of their marriage, with
the consent of his wife, Sterna, the Alter
Rebbe gave their entire fortune to a group
of Jews who wished to become farmers to
purchase land, cattle and equipment.

These colonies near Vitebsk, along the
banks of the Dvina river, were funded by
the Alter Rebbe, and he would occasionally
preach publicly that people should leave
the speculative business at the markets and
go into farming. He would visit the farms
and encourage the farmers to study more
Torah ...
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The Alter Rebbe believed that the Jews should leave the business of buying and selling and turn

to agriculture, earning their livelihood through manual labor. From a young age, he actively

promoted this, and when he married and received a large dowry, he dedicated it entirely to this

cause.

We see that even before the Alter Rebbe founded Chabad Chassidus and began influencing the

Jewish people spiritually, he had already bequn caring for the community’s material well-being.

>> The Rebbe

Learning from G-d

The reason for this conduct is that “the righteous QopYTR”Y D% - 9377 oYM
resemble their Creator” This is also how G-d acts, N 9 S2ORTMS Pt
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created the world and provided for His
creatures with kindness, and only afterward,
twenty-six generations later, did He give the
Torah.
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We see that G-d manages the world by the same principle. First, humanity is provided with
material needs, and only afterward is spiritual influence given. For one must first have the
material in order to transform it into spirituality, and only in this way is the purpose of creation
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fully realized.

This is the meaning of the verse, “Eli thought
she was drunk?” Eli did not take Hannah to be
literally drunk. Rather, he understood her to
be “drunk” in regard to prayer. Hannah was
praying atsuchlength thatit seemed excessive
to Eli, beyond the proper measure. This is not
appropriate when one stands before G-d in
His house.

Eli’'s argument was that when standing “before
G-d"—before the innermost sanctuary—
nothing should matter except the awareness
of standing before Him. There should be no
place at all for material requests, even for
something like “grant Your maidservant a
son,” and especially not in such a lengthy
manner. Such prayer, in his view, was a form
of “intoxication” on her desires—good desires,
yet still her own desires. Her desire was so
strong that she seemed unaware of where she
was—standing before G-d.
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This is why Eli told her, “Remove your wine
from yourself” Wine is a positive thing, as is
evident from the fact that we recite a special
blessing for it and recite kidush over it. We
don’t make blessings on the consumption of
harmful substances. But wine is only positive
when taken in the proper measure. When it
is taken beyond its proper measure, it turns
undesirable, as the Talmud teaches.
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In other words, he tells her: It is good and proper to ask G-d for a person’s needs, but it must be

in the proper measure, and in a way that makes it clear the request is not for oneself, but for the

fulfillment of G-d’s mission!

Based on this, we can also understand why
Eli waited until Hannah had finished praying
before reproving her (as Rashi explains on the
verse, “Eli was watching her mouth,” meaning
he was waiting). If Eli thought she was drunk,
seemingly he should have interrupted her
immediately and ensured she was removed
from the house of G-d.

But since Eli did not think she was literally
drunk, only “drunk” in her manner of
prayer, he did not interrupt her. Although
he believed this was not the proper form of
prayer, when you see a Jew praying to G-d,
even if his prayer is “drunk;” G-d forbid that
we interrupt it.

This is all the more true in the case of Eli, who
was the high priest, like Aaron, who “loved
people” Surely he would never consider
interrupting a Jew’s prayer. Therefore, he
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only “watched her mouth,” waiting until she
finished. Once she had finished praying, he then
said to her, “How long will you be drunk?’—
seeking to guide her to the proper path.

To this Hannah replied, “I have poured out my
soul before G-d” Her prayer for a son was not,
G-d forbid, an act of “intoxication” with her own
desires. On the contrary—it was an outpouring
of the innermost depths of her soul. And this,
precisely, is what belongs “before G-d” The
verse states: “Seek My presence, Your presence,
O L-rd, I will seek.” This should be read as “Seek
My presence,” because “Your presence, L-rd,
I seek” The word for presence, panecha, can
also be read as “inner” In this state she had
no personal desire at all; her entire being was
bound and united with G-d.

This also explains why she immediately vowed
that if G-d would grant her a son, she would
dedicate him to G-d all the days of his life. For
her request was not for herself, but only for the
sake of G-d’s name, a truth that she felt deeply
within her soul.
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Hannah really asked for a son so that she could dedicate him to G-d’s service in the Mishkan.
Indeed, at a young age she brought him to the Mishkan and asked Eli the Kohen to raise and
educate him in the service of G-d. From this came the prophet Samuel.

This is indeed a very rare example. Yet it applies to each and every one of us. Anyone can ask
for satisfaction from their children, for livelihood, and for health—and all of this so that they can
study Torah, perform mitzvot, and help other Jews.
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We can all learn a lesson from this for our
own prayers on Rosh Hashanah.

When we stand in prayer, asking G-d for our
material needs—or even our spiritual needs—
there is a voice within, the “Eli the priest” of
the soul, that challenges us: “How long will
you be drunk?” How can you be thinking now
about worldly matters and personal requests
at such a time of coronating the King?

Yet despite this, we must still make such
requests. On the contrary—this is precisely
what brings forth the response of Hannah.
For every Jew, even if at first it seems they are
asking for their own sake, the deeper reality
of their request is “I have poured out my soul
before G-d™: the outpouring of the innermost
core of the soul, bound and united with G-d,
one with His very essence.

Hannah's answer completely resolved Eli's
objection. Indeed, he agreed with her, to the
point of blessing and assuring her, “May the
G-d of Israel grant your request that you
have asked of Him.” So too does G-d fulfill the
request of every Jew for a good and sweet
new year, with the most tangible and revealed
good, with children, life, and sustenance—all
in abundance.
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The great miracle

Source & i samuel 11920

They arose early in the morning, and prostrated NOAYN P22 MITN
themselves before the Lord: and they returned 271 12WN ’;E}’?
and came to their house, to Ramah, and Y71 ,N0RIT oN°2 X
Elkanah knew Hannah, his wife, and the Lord IPYR TI0 DX TIRYN
remembered her. J0emMm

And it was, when the time came about, after Rapjaiy! nﬁsgp? N
Hannah had conceived, that she bore a son, and J2 -r'?m mn nm
she called his name Samuel, because she said; "I ,’?::;1?3*;7 7Y DR XM
asked him of the L-rd." JRORY T 03

For Chanah, there was a happy ending: Samuel was born! Chanah brought him to the Mishkan
and entrusted him to Eli the Kohen, so that he would prepare him for prophecy and for leading
the people (later she would have six more children; I Samuel 2:5). Afterwards, she returned to the
Mishkan to give thanks to G-d.

For us as well, with G-d’s help, there will be a happy ending. We should ask for all our needs, both
material and spiritual, and, to the extent possible, keep in mind that we need them in order to
serve G-d. Then G-d will hear our prayers and grant us a good and sweet year.

Key Points:

* In the Haftarah of Rosh Hashanah, we read about Hannah, who was barren
and prayed in the Mishkan in Shiloh that G-d bless her with children. Eli the
Kohen saw her prayer and thought she was drunk, but she clarified that she
was praying to G-d with devotion.

The Rebbe asks:

* How is it possible that a righteous person like Eli could mistake a woman in
heartfelt prayer for a drunkard?

* Why does the Torah relate this error, which seems to disparage Eli?

 In the prayers of Rosh Hashanah, we focus on two seemingly opposing
themes: on one hand, requests for the material needs of life; on the other hand,
the coronation of G-d as King, which requires the complete nullification of
personal desire. How can these two opposites coexist?
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Explanation:

* When a Jew asks for material needs on Rosh Hashanah, their inner desire is
not for personal comfort, but to fulfill the purpose of creation, the revelation
of G-d’s Kingship in the world through elevating the sparks that are invested
in material things, thereby making a dwelling place for G-d in the lower
world.

* The Baal Shem Tov explains: The body’s hunger for food stems from the
soul’s yearning to elevate the sparks of holiness within the food. So too with
the prayers of Rosh Hashanah: behind the material requests lies the soul’s
deeper desire to fulfill the Divine purpose.

* This is why we feel we are more aroused by those parts of the prayer that
touch upon our needs, since it is precisely through them that the Divine
intent is realized.

Understanding the story of Eli and Hannah:

* Eli believed it was improper to ask for material needs disconnected from
the service of G-d. But Hannah clarified that her request was not selfish,
rather it was the outpouring of her soul to G-d, to bring children who would
be dedicated to G-d.

Takeaway:

In the prayers of Rosh Hashanah, we must combine the voice of Eli with the
voice of Hannah: On the one hand, to remember that the essence of the day
is the coronation of G-d as King, which calls for our complete devotion to His
will. On the other hand, to ask for our material needs with the awareness
and recognition that they are part of our service of G-d and of our mission to
make the world into a dwelling place for G-d.
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