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A. A HOLIQY LIKE NO ORI ..eeeemersrneeessessssssssssssseeessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseees 1

The Talmud tells us that “There were no festivals for the Jewish people like the 15th of Avand
Yom Kippur,” when the girls of Jerusalem would go out and dance in the vineyards (Sources
1-2). The Kol Bo explains that this event was an opportunity for older unmarried girls to find
their match (Source 3).

The Talmud lists six events for which the 15th of Av was chosen to be celebrated alongside
Yom Kippur:

1. On this day, the tribes were permitted to intermarry with one another.

2. On this day, the tribe of Benjamin was once again allowed to intermarry with the other
tribes, after this had been banned following the incident of the Concubine at Givah.

3. On this day, the generation of the desert—those who sinned with the spies—ceased to die.

4. On this day, the restrictions preventing the ten tribes in the northern kingdom from
ascending to the Temple in Jerusalem were lifted.

5. On this day, the fallen of Beitar, who died in the Bar Kochba revolt, were brought to burial.

6. On this day, the cutting of the wood for the altar—needed for offerings throughout the
year—was completed. (Source 4)

B. CONNECLING the DOLS.....coooseeeeereeeeeeeeeeessssssssseeeesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseee 1

The Rebbe uncovers a unifying thread running through all the events that took place on the
15th of Av: they all express the concept of Jewish unity.

The permission for the tribes to marry one another, and likewise the lifting of the ban on the
tribe of Benjamin, represent the removal of barriers and the restoration of unity among the
Jewish people.

The end of the decree against the generation of the desert—until then, the nation was divided
between those allowed to enter the Land and those barred from it. When the decree ended,
this division dissolved.

The removal of barriers that prevented pilgrimage to the Temple allowed all tribes—from both



the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel—to ascend together to Jerusalem, a tangible expression of
Jewish unity.

The burial of the Beitar martyrs symbolized their reintegration with the collective Jewish
dead, who will one day rise at the resurrection of the dead. Burial is a prerequisite for
resurrection. Another point: the people of Beitar had rejoiced over the fall of Jerusalem, and
were therefore punished—Beitar was destroyed, and its dead denied burial (Source 5). When
that decree was annulled and burial permitted, it was a sign that Heaven had forgiven them
and unity had been restored among the nation. As the verse says, "Your brother should not
be disgraced before your eyes'—once he has been punished, his sin is forgiven, and he is
again your brother (Source 6).

The wood-offering also expresses unity. The donation of wood enabled the offering of
sacrifices on behalf of anyone, even those who could not afford or obtain wood themselves,
symbolizing charity and unity.

Another point: When the Second Temple was built, there was a severe shortage of wood.
Nine families donated wood for the altar throughout the year. To honor their merit, each
family was assigned a specific annual date when they would bring their donation (Source 7).

Over the years, many Jews wished to join the wood donation, and they would attach
themselves to one of the nine families from their own tribe. But what if someone didn't know
their tribal identity? They would join the family of Zatou ben Judah, which brought wood on
the 15th of Av. This is yet another example of the unity that characterized this special day
(Source 8).

Finally, the matchmaking event with the daughters of Jerusalem also reflected unity: they
all wore borrowed, identical garments, danced in a single circle, and expressed the idea that
everyone is equal—without differences in status or lineage.



Introduction

Some have dubbed the 15th of Av as the "holiday of love," often expressed commercially in
advertisements and gift shops in Israel. But the truth is that this day holds a much deeper
meaning. This day, which is compared to Yom Kippur, reflects the inner and profound unity
between all segments of the Jewish people. In the following lesson, we will review the
historical events that took place on this day and discover the common thread that connects

them all.
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A. A Holiday Like No Other

Daughters of Jerusalem Dance

Source 1 ramud, Taanit 265

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: There were no days
as joyous for the Jewish people as the 15th of Av and
as Yom Kippur, because on these days the daughters
of Jerusalem would go out in white clothes, which
each woman borrowed from another. Why were
they borrowed? They did this so as not to embarrass
one who did not have her own white garments...

The daughters of Jerusalem would go out and
dance in the vineyards. And what would they say?
Young man, please lift up your eyes and see what
you choose for yourself for a wife. Do not set your
eyes toward beauty, but set your eyes toward a good
family, as the verse states: “Grace is deceitful and
beauty is vain, but a woman who fears G-d, she shall
be praised” (Proverbs 31:30)

Source 2 tamud, Taanit 31a

The daughter of the king borrows white garments
from the daughter of the High Priest; the daughter
of the High Priest borrows from the daughter of
the deputy High Priest; the daughter of the deputy
High Priest borrows from the daughter of the priest
anointed for war, (i.e., the priest who would read
verses of Torah and address the army as they prepared
for battle;) the daughter of the priest anointed for
war borrows from the daughter of a common priest;
and all the Jewish people borrow from each other.
Why would they all borrow garments? They did this
so as not to embarrass one who did not have her
own white garments.

What would the beautiful women among them say?
Set your eyes toward beauty, as a wife is only for her
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student’s beauty.Whatwouldthoseofdistinguishedlineage XU or, Ryiui=l7fop]
P97 among them say? Set your eyes toward family,asa  ."D237 NN YN
wife is only for children, (and the children of PIoNn oW niYion

a wife from a distinguished family will inherit oonpn Mt —  2NIMIN

her lineage). What would the ugly ones among  3330YRY 72721 ,07Y DY,

them say? Acquire your purchase for the sake of ."D°2I112

Heaven, provided that you adorn us with golden
jewelry after our marriage to beautify us.

In the book Kol Bo—one of the important halachic works from the period of the Rishonim (whose
authorship is uncertain)—an important explanation is offered regarding the development of this
unique holiday. At first glance, it may seem surprising that this celebration involved the daughters
of Jerusalem dancing and calling out to the young men, saying, “Lift your eyes and see.”

The Kol Bo explains that this holiday was specifically for those who had been unsuccessful
in finding a spouse. It was a second chance celebration for older unmarried women, and the
community organized an extravagant event in the vineyards to help arrange matches for them.
This sheds light on the statement that “there were no festivals for the Jewish people like the 15th
of Av,” because there is no joy like that of someone who had been waiting for a while and finally
merits to find their spouse.

Source 3 kolpoch.62

student’'s This practice shouldn’t sound shocking. Know
P97 that anyone who could afford to marry off
their daughter wouldn’t send her there .. This

custom was for women whose fathers weren’t
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financially able to marry them off. If not for this
practice they would remain single until their
hair turned white.

Due to societal concerns, this custom was discontinued after the destruction of the Holy Temple.
It seems that we are not pious enough to engage in such a practice for pure reasons. The book of

Lamentations mourns the loss of this festival.

Why the 15th of Av?
Source & ramud, Taanit 31a

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: There were
no days as happy for the Jewish people as the
15th of Av and as Yom Kippur. [The Talmud asks:]
Granted, Yom Kippur is a day of joy because it
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has the elements of pardon and forgiveness, and R0 M2 MORT Dign —
moreover, it is the day on which the last pair of nim® 92 npegy oiv N
tablets were given. Bekbaiivtiin!

Regarding Yom Kippur, the Talmud explains that it was chosen as a day of celebration because it
is a day of forgiveness and atonement, on which G-d gave the second tablets. (Apparently, the most
powerful foundation for a marriage is to begin it on a day of forgiveness and atonement...)

The Ritva adds (Bava Batra 121a) that the celebration was established specifically on Yom Kippur
to give it a framework of awe of Heaven and seriousness, fitting for a day on which the evil
inclination holds no sway. (The Hebrew word HaSatan equals 364 in gematria, implying that the
Satan is inactive on one day out of the 365 days of the year—Yom Kippur.)

But what is the significance of the 15th of IR ORD 282 MY NYnn XX
Av?

Still, the question remains: “What is unique about the 15th of Av?” Why not choose Purim or
Chanukah for such a celebration?

In response, the Talmud at the end of Tractate Taanit lists six separate events that occurred on
this date—a range of historical moments spanning over a thousand years, from the generation of
the desert to the Bar Kochba revolt after the destruction of the Second Temple.

What's surprising is that, at first glance, there seems to be no connection between these events,
nor is it clear how they relate to establishing a matchmaking festival on this day. [ The list initially
seems like a “This Day in History” collection, grouping everything that happened on this date,
without a clear thematic link between the events.]

Intertribal Marriage is Permitted

Rabbi Judahh said in the name of Shmuel: On o NI MR AT 27 N
this day, tribes were permitted to intermarry M2 M) ONID? DAY mIny
with each other.

When the Jewish people inherited the Land of Israel, the Torah commanded that in a family with
only daughters—such as the daughters of Tzelafchad—the daughters would inherit their father’s
portion. However, they were required to marry only within their own tribe, in order to preserve
the inherited land within the tribal allotment.

If they were to marry men from a different tribe, their children—whose tribal identity follows the
father—would cause the inheritance to pass to another tribe. As a result, parts of one tribe’s land
would end up under the ownership of another tribe.

However, once the people had settled in the land and each tribe was firmly established in its
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region, it was decided on the 15th of Av to annul this restriction and allow any woman to marry
the man of her choice, regardless of tribal affiliation.

What was their source? The verse states, 273 Nt MWIT I
“This is the matter that G-d has commanded niig? 'momy WX
concerning the daughters of Tzelafchad.” mro927 — "in oy
From here, they derived that it was only  9i72 X?% 2091 &7 X2
applicable in that generation. 3

What was the reason or this change? How could a Torah law be altered?

The sages explained that the verse specifies “to the daughters of Tzelafchad—meaning the
restriction applied only to that generation, not to future ones.

The Tribe of Benjamin was Permitted

Rabbi Yosef said in the name of Rabbi 27 MY AR 271 !N
Nachman: On this day, the tribe of Benjamin LY MINY 0P nml
was re-permitted to marry into the rest of  °7p2 Ni2? PR
the Jewish people, as the verse says: “Now 9 7a 0 7 S KRR T 6117
the men of Israel had sworn in Mitzpah, WOR TMRY TDYN2 YaW)
saying, ‘No man from us shall give his 12327 in2 1 X2 umn
daughter to Benjamin for a wife.” STIYRY

After the incident of the “Concubine at Givah,” in which men from the tribe of Benjamin abused
a woman passing through their town, the people of Israel took a strong stand and decided to ban
marriages with the tribe as an act of protest.

As time passed, it became clear that the tribe of Benjamin would become extinct without women,
so the elders of the nation sought a creative way to lift the ban. They suggested that the men of
Benjamin observe the daughters of Shiloh dancing in the vineyards on the 15th of Av and take
wives from among them.

What verse did they derive this permission 27 MR W7 I
from? Rav said, “It said ‘From us’ but not APIn N9 MEmn
from our descendants.”

What was the reasoning? How could the sages annul the oath not to intermarry with the tribe of
Benjamin?

They paid close attention to the wording of the oath, which stated "from us" (mimenu) and not
"from our children" (mibaneinu). This indicated that the oath applied only to that generation, not
to future ones.

The day on which this prohibition was lifted was the 15th of Av.



The Dying in the Desert Ceased

student's Rabbah the son of Bar Chanah said in the 527 7K 1IN 792 92 127 M
"3 name of Rabbi Yochanan: “On this day, the 277 °nn 12 120t oi° i
dying in the desert ceased.”

After the sin of the spies, it was decreed that all 600,000 men of that generation—those between
the ages of twenty and sixty—would die in the desert.

Each year, on the night of Tisha B'Av, the men who had reached age sixty would dig graves for
themselves and lie down in them. By morning, they would not rise, and the people would cover
them with earth and bury them.

In the 40th year, 15,000 remained—one-fortieth of the original number—and they entered their
graves on Tisha BAv night, expecting to die. But when morning came, the sun rose and they were
still alive.

They assumed they had miscalculated the date, so they repeated the process the next night—and
again the next—until the night of the 15th of Av. When they saw the full moon, they realized it was
already mid-month and that the decree had been lifted.

The Roadblocks to Jerusalem Were Removed

Student's Ulla said: “On this day, Hosea ben Alah YYIn 2820 01 MK XYY
P9 removed the roadblocks Jeroboam ben Nevat ~ 2@iny ni*Toine nax 13
placed to prevent the Jews from ascending  0°3770 %Y ©21 12 DY

in pilgrimage to the Holy Temple, saying,  :K],7307? ?X7 3292 Ko
‘Whoever wants to, shall ascend.” A2y WYY NNy

For hundreds of years a border divided the Land of Israel—between the Kingdom of Israel in
Samaria and the Kingdom of Judah in Jerusalem. The people of the north were forbidden by their
kings from ascending to the Temple in Jerusalem. On the 15th of Av, the last king of Israel, Hosea
ben Alah, opened the borders and allowed all of Israel to once again go up to Jerusalem.

The Slain of Beitar Were Buried

Student's Rabbi Masnah said: “On this day, the slain Ny 0P Amk mann 27
P33 of Beitar were buried. That day, the sages 27 7X) .TM3R% W0°2 970
of Yavneh instituted the blessing: ‘Who is "M UNIY 0P INIX ann

good and Who does good.” ‘Who is good’— M2 WP ,AMR? 2
because their bodies did not decay; ‘Who — "2jLa" "unm 2vn”
does good’—because they were eventually — "unm" amon Kby

brought to burial.” J1RR%  nny
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When Hadrian destroyed Beitar, he treated the slain with terrible cruelty. He even used their
corpses to fence in a large vineyard he owned, surrounding it on all sides—a distance of seventy-
two mil.

Later, another king came and permitted the dead to be brought to burial, and that day was the
15th of Av.

At that time, the sages instituted the blessing “Who is good and Who does good” in the Grace after
Meals.

“Who is good™—because the bodies did not decompose.

“Who does good"—because they were finally given a proper burial.

Cutting the Altar Wood was Completed

Rabbah and Rabbi Yosef said: “On this day, the O 1MRY A9 27) NN
wood cutting for the Altar was completed. oo¥y  nivdvm aposy oi
As we learned, Rabbi Eliezer the Great said: ~ “1¥°?X °27 ,X°NT .1279m?
‘From the 15th of Av on, the weather is Ty nwnnn oIk RiTan
cooler and wood was no longer cut, because by AniD wYn 7K1 ax2
it wouldn’t be dry’ Rabbi Menashya said: oo%y POYiD PR XYY nnn
This day was called ‘The Day of the Breaking DU IPRY ’5’? ,n;q;;rg’z
of the Axe.”

The fire on the altar burned twenty-four hours a day, as it is written, "A continual fire shall burn
upon the altar; it shall not go out." Throughout the day (and part of the night), individual and
communal offerings were brought, requiring a large supply of wood to keep the fire burning.

Several families in Jerusalem had the privilege and responsibility of donating this wood as their
offering.

The Talmud states that the custom was to finish cutting the wood by the 15th of Av, since from
that day onward, the sun's strength begins to wane, and the wood becomes damp and susceptible
to worms.

Therefore, all the wood was cut and prepared by the 15th of Av, providing a supply that would last
until the following month of Nisan.



B. Gonnecting the Dots

This raises the question: What is the connection between all these events, which took place
centuries apart, and how are they all related to a matchmaking celebration and the dancing of

young women in the vineyards?

Intermarrying tribes

>> The Rebbe

s‘“deg;'g The connection between these five reasons is as

follows: each of them are related to the concept
of unity and love among the Jewish people.

Regarding the holiday of the 15th of Av, the
Talmud says that the reason it is a festive day is
because it is “the day on which the tribes were
permitted to intermarry.” This reflects the theme
of unity, showing that there was no separation
or division between the tribes.

Intermarrying with Benjamin

s‘“deg;'g Similarly, the reason that it is “the day on which

the tribe of Benjamin was allowed to rejoin the
community” also reflects the concept of unity.

There had been areason for establishing a barrier
between the tribe of Benjamin and the other
tribes. But by interpreting the verse, “None of us
will give his daughter to Benjamin,” as regarding
“us, but not our children,” they permitted the
tribe of Benjamin to once again intermarry with
the rest of the Jewish people. This restored
complete unity among the people.
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> The same idea applies to the reason that it is

“the day on which the people in the desert
stopped dying”

Before that event, there was a major division
among the people. There was the “generation
of knowledge” —Moses' generation— who,
despite their greatness, were the generation
of the desert and could not enter the Land of
Israel; And there was the following generation,
those who would eventually enter the land.

It is clear that before “all the men of war had
perished,” the people could not truly stand as
equals. G-d Himself had divided them: some
had been sentenced not to enter the land,
while others had been told they would enter,
take possession of it, and reach the place G-d
had chosen to rest His presence.

But once the deaths in the desert had ended—
and it was clear that the decree was over, and
all those who remained were destined to live
and enter the land — they stood together in
unity. They were “all whole and ready to enter
the land,” about whom the verse says "You are
all alive today” because they all shared one
Father, and stood before Him together in true
unity.

The same idea applies to the reason that it is
“the day on which Hosea son of Elah removed
the guards that Jeroboam had stationed to
prevent people from going up to Jerusalem for
the festival pilgrimage.
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> When Jeroboam set up guards to stop people

from making the pilgrimage, and placed golden
calves in Dan and Bethel, he created division
among the people. Instead of all making the same
pilgrimage, Jews were made to go to different
sites.

It is clear then that when those guards were
removed on the 15th of Av, and the Jews were
once again able to go to the Holy Temple for the
pilgrimage, it restored unity among the people.
Jews from all twelve tribes could now travel
together to the same place—the one chosen by
G-d.

The same is true regarding the reason that it
is “the day on which the victims of Beitar were
allowed to be buried”

The Talmud says that on the day the people killed
in Beitar were finally allowed to be buried, the
sages in Yavneh instituted the blessing “Who is
good and does good.” “Good,” because the bodies
had not decayed, and “does good” because they
were allowed to be buried.

This shows that on the 15th of Av, peace and unity
were brought about not only among the living,
but also among the departed souls—the victims
of Beitar.

Through their return to the earth, they were
united with all those who will one day rise in the
resurrection of the dead. In order to be part of
that resurrection, they needed to first experience
“to dust you shall return,” as the Talmud explains
in Tractate Shabbat.
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There is an additional point here:

The Talmud says that the decree against Beitar
came about because its people were in conflict
with the people of Jerusalem. At the time when
Jerusalem was in mourning and sorrow, Beitar
was in a state of celebration. Because of this
disconnect, they were punished by being denied
burial for a time.

Source 5 jerusalem Talmud, Taanit 4:5

Beitar stood for fifty-two years after the
destruction of the Temple—it had not been
destroyed when the Temple fell. Why was it
eventually destroyed? Because they lit celebratory
lamps after the destruction of the Temple—Beitar
rejoiced over Jerusalem’s downfall.

Why did they light lamps? Because members
of Jerusalem’s city council were living in the
region. When they saw someone traveling toward
Jerusalem, they would say to him: “We’ve heard
that you wish to become a ruler or official, so
we’ve come to support your appointment.” But
their real intent was malicious—to extort money
from him.

If the person responded, “That’s not my intention,”
they would say, “We’ve heard you're trying to sell
your field.” Again he would deny it. Then one of
them would say to the other, “What do you want
from him? Just write it, and I'll sign it.” In other
words, they forged a deed of sale.

They would then send the forged document to the
official in charge of the fields and tell him, “Don’t
allow so-and-so to enter his field—he sold it to
me.”

When the victim found out, he would say in
anguish, “Better if my leg had broken and I never
made the trip to Jerusalem.”
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As a result of this corruption and the bitterness
it caused, the people of Beitar rejoiced at the
destruction of Jerusalem. But they, too, did not go
unpunished—as it is written, “One who rejoices
at another’s downfall will not go unpunished.”

Anyone who takes joy in the suffering of others
is not spared from judgment—and so Beitar was
destroyed.

From this we understand that as long as the
decree was still in effect and the punishment
had not been lifted, there was a lack of unity
among the people. Some were in the category of
“whoever mourns for Jerusalem will merit to see
its joy,” while others did not mourn for Jerusalem
at all—and even acted in ways that were the very
opposite of mourning.

But when the 15th of Av came, the day on which
the victims of Beitar were allowed to be buried,
it became clear to everyone that their spiritual
punishment had been lifted. The fact that the
decree was nullified in the physical world meant
that it had already been revoked in the spiritual
realm. As a result, unity was restored among
the Jewish people, even amonst those Jews who
had previously acted contrary to the spirit of
mourning for Jerusalem.

Once they had received their punishment, the
principle of “When your brother is degraded
before your eyes” applies. The sages explain that
this means that once he has suffered, he is again
considered your brother. For such a person, the
commandment to “Love your fellow as yourself”
applies in full force—genuine love and fellowship,
as defined by the Torah.
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Source 6 amud, Makkot 23a

All  those liable to receive  karet
[excommunication of the soul] who were
flogged are exempted from their punishment
of karet, as it is stated: “And your brother shall
be degraded before your eyes” (Deuteronomy
25:3), indicating: Once he is flogged he is as
your brother, as his sin has been atoned and he
is no longer excised from the Jewish people;
this is the statement of Rabbi Chananya ben
Gamliel.

>> The Rebbe
The history of the wood offering

The reason why they prepared wood in the
designated wood chamber was so that people
would be able to offer their sacrifices at the
proper time without any obstacles or delays. In
other words, even if someone needed to bring a
sacrifice at a time when it was no longer possible
to cut fresh wood, or if the person bringing the
sacrifice couldn't provide wood—whether due
to lack of money, time, or some other reason—
there would already be wood available in the
chamber for the altar, and the sacrifice could
still be brought.

Thus, preparation of wood for the altar was
associated with charity.

Source 7 raimud, Taanit 282

This is what happened: When the Jewish
exiles returned during the time of the Second
Temple, they found no wood available in the
storehouses needed for the altar. Some families
volunteered to donate wood for the altar.
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When Ezra and Nechemiah returned from Babylon with the goal of rebuilding the Second Temple,
they found the land desolate and all its trees uprooted by enemies. Since they needed wood for the
Temple’s construction, for the altar fire, and for the service of the Temple, donating wood became
an important act of charity. Anyone who fulfilled this mitzvah would bring an offering called the
"Wood Offering," done with great joy.

Student's Thus, the prophets among them established:
P even if the designated chambers in the Temple
were filled with wood, these donors would
continue to bring their contributions on those

days.
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>> The Rebbe

Initially, one family donated wood for the altar.
When that supply was used up, another family
stepped forward and donated more, and so it

Student’s

pg. 1 Q%Y 73771 NOX ODwn a9 nna
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Q Xy 771w Aandwn 7371 ,1ATw

continued.

Therefore, the prophets among them instituted
the rule that even if the designated chamber is
full of wood, these families should still bring
their own donation. Since they had originally
donated wood at a time when there was no
wood in the chamber, their day was established
as their special holiday every year.
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During that critical period, nine families contributed wood over the course of those months. As
a gesture of honor and appreciation, they were given the lasting privilege that this day would be
theirs, and they would be the ones to bring the offering. The Mishnah lists those nine dates so they
would be remembered forever among the Jewish people.

Then the Talmud continues: the families that donated wood after the fifteenth of Av— their

Student’s
pg. 1t

donation is considered even greater. Why?

There is an additional point here:
There was a major difference between those

who donated wood for the altar before the 15th
of Av and those who did so afterward.
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The families who donated wood up until the 15th
of Av certainly fulfilled a great mitzvah. However,
even if they hadn’t donated, someone bringing
a sacrifice could still go to the forest and cut
wood themselves for the altar. In contrast, the
families who donated wood after the 15th of Av
provided a much greater benefit, because by
that time it was no longer possible to go to the
forest to cut wood for the altar—since the sun
was no longer shining in full strength.

This shows that donating wood at that time was
a “great mitzvah’—greater than at any other
point during the year.
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And that is why it is considered an additional and central reason for the unity of the Jewish

people.

Another point:

According to the schedule of the wood offering,
there were a number of families who brought
their offering after the fifteenth of Av. The
Mishnah lists dates such as the twentieth of
Av and later. These offerings all have a special
quality, because by that time wood was no
longer readily available.

However, the offering of the fifteenth of Av has
a unique distinction: it was associated with all
Jews.

The Mishnah states that “anyone who was
unsure of their tribal lineage”—someone who
didn't know which family or tribe they belonged
to and therefore didn't know with whom to bring
the wood offering—was to join the offering of
Zatu of the tribe of Judah, who brought on the
fifteenth of Av.
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Source 8 raimud, Taanit 262

student's On the 15th of Av, the descendants of Zatu of 12 — 12 7y nwnn2
912 the tribe of Judah. Included with this group of  o7ny) ,ATI 12 X1
Zatu’s descendants were other priests, Levites, D?l‘?’l [akaiyiolaksb s B L]

and anyone who erred with regard to his tribe, jvawa nyvw on 9

i.e., Israelites who did not know which tribe LY NN ’;:3.‘_7 Y77 IK)

they were from. Bkl /Syt

>> The Rebbe

St“de%t.'g From this we see that the wood offeringbrought  mwnn Sw 03y 139pWw 1210 MY
on the 15th of Av is associated with all Jews. 0TI 995 19w 1P w0 AR WY

Over the years, many people wanted to take part in this important mitzvah of donating wood.
Each person would join one of the nine families mentioned earlier—someone from the tribe of
Reuben would join a family from that same tribe, and so on. The Mishnah states that if someone
didn’t know which tribe they were from, they would join the family of Zatu from the tribe of Judah
on the 15th of Av.

This fact further highlights the deep unity associated with this special day—the 15th of Av.
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How to celebrate
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the 15th of Av is unity among the Jewish people, NIRRT IV R AR WY Iwnn
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s‘“d";'gt'lg whether in appearance, background, or status, - 1APY 3RN™922 BIIBND NN
as detailed in the Beraita—they all joined WA, TR DI NIREY 1‘713 5

together in the same dance, in peace and unity. 1IN

First of all, they all danced in one circle. There were no class divisions—no separate circles for the
wealthy or the poor. No exclusive groups. Everyone danced together.

Studeprat'lg Moreover, when they danced they all wore — muw1a% 1°73 19032 5 39°07
borrowed white garments—“so as not to s R W15 ROW PYIRY 125 05"

embarrass those who had none’” - b PRW

As the Talmud later describes, a king’s @R UMD 03T 700
daughter would borrow from the daughter 1719 D21 N2RW 721 N3 XN
of the high priest, the high priest's daughter "2 130 Nan 2173 A5 N2 717
from the daughter of the deputy, and so on. DR NRXW N°2 DRLIAN T 73279IM
This practice powerfully expressed the extent 1w Iy ,MINRM DOWR NMOY
of their peace and unity: even someone froma  "nbRW” N1 2NN 102 NIMYH
more prominent family would humble herself  x10% na»w; 193 IR¥Y 7y°100 -
before someone of lesser status, ask her for  pbasm nwpan 19 e M
help, and gratefully accept it. 310

Secondly, a rule was established to strengthen the unity among the girls: no one would wear her
own clothing. This was to prevent the poor girls from feeling ashamed if they didn’'t have beautiful
garments. Instead, each one would borrow a dress from a friend. In this way, even those with
limited means could participate without any embarrassment.
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Student's ¢ The 15th of Av (along with Yom Kippur) is considered by the Talmud to be
P one of the greatest days for the Jewish people. The Talmud lists six unique

events that occurred on this day.

* The Lubavitcher Rebbe teaches that the common thread connecting all these
events is the theme of Jewish unity. Here’s how:
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Student's 1. Lifting the marriage restrictions between tribes, including readmitting
Pg. 14 the tribe of Benjamin, symbolizes the removal of barriers and the
unification of all segments of the nation.

2. The annulment of the decree on the generation of the desert created a
connection between the older generation that left Egypt and the new one
entering the Land of Israel—bridging the past and the future.

3. The burial of the victims of Beitar:

o Enabled them to be part of the resurrection, which depends on
burial.

o Their death was punishment for rejoicing over Jerusalem's fall.
Their burial marked forgiveness and the return of unity to the nation.

4. The donation of wood for the altar:

o Families donated wood so that even the poor—those who lacked
resources—could participate in Temple service. This mitzvah reflects
national unity.

° On the 15th of Av, even those unsure of their tribal lineage could
bring the wood offering, representing shared participation and
inclusive unity.

5. The daughters of Jerusalem danced in borrowed, identical garments
and in a shared circle, without social classes or distinctions—expressing
equality, inclusion, and unity.

Takeaway:

Student’s The holiday of Tu B'’Av teaches us the immense value of unity among all Jews. Even when we differ

14
B in worldview, status, or lifestyle, we must always focus on what unites us. We must seek common
ground with those who think differently, remove barriers, and strengthen the bond and love between

all segments of the Jewish people.
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