THE PURIM ROLLER COASTER

The dramatic journey of the Jewish people in the Purim story
—rising to the heights of power and influence,

only to become targets of destruction.

What sparked this shocking reversal of fortune?

TEACHER'S MANUAL

L}
A L4

o= =L

— —

JEWISH INSIGHTS

A TASTE OF THE REBBE'S TEACHINGS

THE
@ SHLUCHIM
OFFICE




Jewish Insights is made possible by:
Rabbi Yossi and Yael Michelashvili

Y

For sponsorship opportunities, email info@jewishinsights.org
To download this complimentary class, visit www.JewishInsights.org

The Shluchim Office
Director | Rabbi Gedalya Shemtov
Development | Rabbi Mendy Shemtov

Editors
Rabbi Avraham Greenberg
Rabbi Zusha Greenberg

English
Translation and editing | Rabbi Mendel Super
Proofreading | Rabbi Mendel Levertov

Hebrew
Linguistic editing | Rabbi Zushe Greisman
Proofreading | Rabbi Menachem Wilhelm

Spanish

Translation and editing | Rabbi Rafi Tawill
French

Translation and editing | Rabbi Yahir Elbaz
Proofreading | S. Elbaz

Portuguese

Translation | Mr. Yitzchak Dayan
Editing | Rabbi Yeshaya Dayan
Layout Design | Mike Katan

Layout
Berel Marozov

Website
Yuval Katz and Yisrael Visotzsky

Administration
Levi Shemtov

Advisory Committee

Rabbi Asher Deren - Cape Town, South Africa
Rabbi Mendy Gerlitzsky - Tel Aviv, Israel

Rabbi Levi Greenberg - El Paso, Texas

Rabbi Dovid Goldberg - Sao Paulo, Brazil

Rabbi Levi Shaikevitz - Kfar Chabad, Israel

Rabbi Mendy Greenberg - Twinsburg, Ohio

Rabbi Shmuel Freedman - Bahia Blanca, Argentina
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Blau - Moshav Kineret, Israel
Rabbi Chaim Drukman - Lucerne, Switzerland

Founded in 2008 in memory of Rabbi Gabi and Rivky Holtzberg 0B"M

Shluchim of the Rebbe to Mumbai India

© Published and Gopyright 2025 by

Shluchim Office International



Contents

A. The Golden Age Of the JEWS IN PEISIA.......uummmmmeeeesesssssssssssssseesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 1

Before the miracle of Purim, the Jews experienced their best period in exile—Mordechai
held a royal position, and a Jewish woman was queen, an exceptional occurrence in Jewish
history. The Rebbe Rayatz notes that the Jews contributed to Achashverosh’s victory in a
great war and were rewarded with high-ranking positions and privileges (Source 1).

Yet, precisely at this time, they faced a decree of total annihilation—the most severe threat in
Jewish history (Source 2). Unlike other times in history, where a decree against Jews in one
place did not affect those elsewhere, in this case, Achashverosh ruled over the entire world,
leaving them no place to escape.
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How could such a harsh decree arise precisely at the peak of Jewish security? The Talmud
explains that it was because the Jews enjoyed Achashverosh’s feast (Source 3). This shows
that the fate of the Jewish people is not bound to natural circumstances. Even though their
political status was excellent, their participation in the feast led to the decree against them.

The annulment of the decree also occurred in a supernatural manner. Esther and Mordechai
first took spiritual steps: Esther requested that all Jews fast for three days (even though one
of the days was Pesach) (Source 4). Mordechai gathered 22,000 children, dressed them in
sackcloth and ashes, and led them in prayer to annul the decree (Source 5). In fact, all the
Jews strengthened themselves with a spirit of self-sacrifice for Torah and mitzvot (Source 6).
Only afterward did Esther prepare to approach the king.

Another important detail: Esther herself fasted, even though this could have diminished her
charm in the king’s eyes. Why? Because she understood that the decree was not caused
by natural reasons, and therefore, salvation depended on a spiritual cause. Fasting and
repentance would bring about their rescue, while her approach to the king was merely the
natural vehicle through which the salvation would manifest.
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The message for our times: Some believe that securing the survival of the Jewish people
in exile depends on political and diplomatic efforts. However, the Purim story teaches that
the fate of the Jewish people transcends natural laws and depends on their commitment to
Torah and mitzvot. In times of trouble, we must first engage in spiritual introspection, and
then natural efforts will serve as a vessel for the miracle.
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Esther asked Mordechai to gather all the Jews of Shushan to fast for three days (Source
7). The Rebbe explains that she emphasized including even those who had participated in
Achashverosh’s feast.

Mordechai initially thought it was sufficient for them to commit to eating in a holy manner
from then on, but they were not worthy of joining the fast and prayers to annul the decree.
On a deeper level, since they were the cause of the decree, they could not be the ones to
annul it, based on the principle "A prosecutor cannot become a defender” (Source 8).

However, Esther insisted that Mordechai gather everyone, including those who had attended
the royal feast. It was precisely this unity that led to the decree’s annulment. Mordechai
accepted Esther’s view (Source 9), gathered all the Jews, and indeed, the decree was nullified.



Introduction

Today, we will explore one of the most fascinating periods in Jewish history—the time
leading up to the Purim miracle. Although it was an era of prosperity and success for the
Jews, it was precisely then that they faced one of the harshest decrees in history.

Together, we will examine what led to this dramatic turn of events and what we can learn
from the actions of Esther and Mordechai. We will try to understand what truly ensures the
survival of the Jewish people in exile—is it political power and diplomacy, or is the secret
found elsewhere?

The story of the Megillah is not just a historical account. It provides us with tools and
inspiration for today, teaching us about the power of faith, unity, and prayer in times of
crisis.
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A. The Golden Age of the Jews in Persia

Elite integration

>> The Rebbe

The period before the Purim miracle
was, by natural circumstances, the most
prosperous time for the Jewish people
during exile. Jews held prominent
positions in the government—Mordechai,
the head of the Sanhedrin, was among
the king’s ministers, sitting at the royal
gate, and Esther was the queen. In all of
Jewish history during exile, we find no
other instance, aside from Queen Esther,
where a Jewish woman was married to a
ruler who reigned over the entire world.
Logically, this should have been the
time when Jews felt most secure in their
existence.

Source 1 sefer Hasichot 191, Purim
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The Rebbe Rayatz describes the circumstances of the Jews in Persia at length.

In the year 3319, during the Babylonian
exile, the Jews were spread through
many lands, including Achashverosh’s
empire.

Achashverosh waged massive wars
with other nations and defeated them.
The Jews in various lands helped him
achieve his victories, and he greatly
appreciated them. Theyreceived awards
and were appointed to key positions
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in the regime. When Achashverosh
returned to Shushan, riding on a
victory wave, he threw parties for
all his citizens, including the Jewish
citizens. Royal edicts instructed that
all guests be treated well, and supplied
with all the food and drink they wished
for. These banquets, accompanied with
wild revelry, morally corrupted the
Jews. Their war achievements, coupled
with their royal awards, made them
drunk with conceit. They lived in the
most beautiful mansions as free birds,
unshackled from their Judaism.

The worst decree in history

>> The Rebbe
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Yet, the opposite happened. Precisely
when their situation seemed so secure, a
decree of annihilation was issued against
them—to destroy, kill, and wipe out every
Jew, from young to old, including children
and women, in a single day. This was the
harshest decree ever placed upon the
Jewish people. Never before had there
been a threat of total destruction against
the entire nation, as there was in the days
of King Achashverosh.

Source 2 wegilat Esther 3:8-10; 13

9T PIT2 YR PYIDDY XX
MDA 7D DO 1P Davnw N RPIT
2385 X307 ,795 N oY XA
, 0% T17°7 9 DR TARDY A5 nen®
W AL 1P TV WY ,nn XD 10
Son WwPI 0¥y I0°T Y IR O]
O2IYn .07 DY OYD R 1w N1TTAT
5y ,198% RIAMT,7°50 NPT 000 XY
M2 1N TR 093 ,5RW Oy 95

RARBl7sh

Haman told King Achashverosh:
“There is a nation spread out
among the nations, in all the lands
of your empire. Their laws differ
from those of all other nations, and
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Student's they do not observe the king’s laws. It is not
"3 worth the king allowing them to be. If the

king is agreeable, let him issue a decree to
destroy them, and I will have ten thousand
silver talents brought to the king’s coffers.”

The king removed his signet from his hand
and gave it to Haman, son of Hamedata, the
tormentor of the Jews. The king replied to
Haman: Keep the cash and do as you please
to the Jews.

Letters shall be sent by courier to all the
king’s provinces instructing the citizens
to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews,
from young to old, children and women, on a
single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, the month of Adar, and their spoils
shall be plundered.
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A royal edict was sent to all provinces ofAchashverosh’s empire, which spanned most of the world,
instructing the governors to murder all the Jews in their provinces, with the help of the antisemitic
citizenry, on the 13th of Adar.

Total destruction

>> The Rebbe
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studel;;'j Even in the days of Pharaoh, when all the

Jews were under his rule and escape from
Egypt was impossible—as the sages state
that not even a single slave could flee Egypt—
his decree of annihilation was not directed
equally at all Jews. Pharaoh’s order targeted
only the male infants.

By contrast, in the time of King Achashverosh,
all Jews were under his dominion, and escape
was impossible for several reasons: (a)
Achashverosh ruled over the entire world,
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leaving no place to which they could flee. (b)
Achashverosh’s decree was to destroy the
Jews “in a single day,” meaning there was no
time to escape. (c) The decree targeted all
Jews, without exception.
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Even in modern history, we see that when the Jewish people experience terrible tragedies in one
place, another part of the Jewish nation is able to live in safety elsewhere. Here, we will read about
one example—the expulsion from Spain:

In 1492, one of the greatest tragedies in Jewish history took place—the expulsion from Spain. King
Ferdinand II and Queen Isabella I expelled the Jews of Spain, and four years later, on March 24,
1497, the Jews of Portugal were also expelled.

At that time, the Ottoman Empire ruled over the Mediterranean basin and parts of Southern
Europe under Sultan Bayezid II. Although at the beginning of his reign he restricted Jewish
activities due to his devout Muslim beliefs, he later recognized the benefits that the Jews brought
to the empire and gradually improved their status.

When the Jews were expelled from Spain, Bayezid wisely realized that the exiles from Spain,
Portugal, and later Naples, were valuable to his kingdom due to their knowledge and professional
skills. Bayezid openly mocked Ferdinand and Isabella’s decision to expel the Jews. He would tell
his court officials that Ferdinand was not a wise ruler at all, as he had impoverished his own
kingdom while enriching the Ottoman Empire.

Bayezid issued a royal decree to all governors of the European provinces, commanding them to
welcome all Jewish exiles into their territories and treat them with friendship, threatening the
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death penalty for anyone who disobeyed this order. There is documented evidence that not only
were Jews allowed to enter the empire’s territories, but in some cases, they were actively assisted
in settling there. Official requests were even made inviting them to come and establish their
homes within the empire.

(The Holocaust also took place in Europe under Nazi rule, but in other parts of the world, Jews
remained safe.)



Student’s
pg.o

Student’s
pg. b

Student’s
pg. 5

B. Beyond Nature

The reason for the decree

>> The Rebbe

How did it happen that at a time when the
Jewish people seemed so secure, such a
terrible decree was issued against them? The
Talmud explains the reason: “Because they
enjoyed the feast of that wicked man.”

Source 3 mimud, Megiliah 122
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Purim story?

“You tell me,” he responded. “Because
they enjoyed the feasts of that wicked
man|Achashverosh],” they said.

>> The Rebbe

We see clearly from this that the Jewish
people and nature are completely separate
entities. The fate of the Jewish people is not
governed by the laws of nature, it depends
solely on our adherence to the Torah and
its commandments. Therefore, even though
there was no natural reason for such a decree,
the fact that they took part in the feast
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and formed a connection with something
spiritually improper led to the terrible decree.

We see a similar clear lesson in the way
the salvation came about. The decree was
not overturned through natural means, but
through repentance and reconnecting with
G-d.

When Mordechai and Esther learned of the
decree, one might have expected their first
response to be organizing a diplomatic effort
to appeal to the king. However, the Megillah
tells us that Esther’s first instruction to
Mordechai was: “Go and gather all the Jews in
Shushan and fast for me; do not eat or drink
for three days, night and day.” This was the
first step taken to nullify the decree.

Pirkei Derabbi Eliezer 50:5

Esther told Mordechai: “Go and
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gather all the Jews of Shushan and
fast for me. Do not eat or drink for
three days and three nights.” These
days were Nisan 13, 14, and 15.

Mordechai replied: “But the third day
is Passover eve!” Esther responded:
“You are an elder, the head of the
Sanhedrin and you are saying such
a thing? If there will be no Jews to
observe Passover, who will Passover
be for?” Mordechai took her words
to heart and conceded, fulfilling her
wishes.
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Student's Moreover, Esther added, “I and my attendants
will also fast” Presumably, what made Esther
valuable in the eyes of the king was that she had
“found grace and favor before Achashverosh
more than all the other maidens”
fasting for three full days would not enhance
her appearance—on the contrary, it would
naturally diminish her beauty. So why did she

pg.7

Source 9 esther rabbah 8:7

What did Mordechai do? He gathered
the children .. and they cried and
screamed and studied Torah.

Source 6 sefer Hasichot 1941, Purim

During those difficult times, Mordechai
strengthened the Jewish education
of children, and in Shushan alone he
gathered 22,000 children to study
Torah and observe mitzvot with self-
sacrifice, showing that they were
proud of their Judaism.

All the Jews, men, women, and children,
young and old, Torah scholars and
laypeople, were filled with the spirit of
self-sacrifice. All, without exception,
were prepared to be killed over their
fight for Judaism: Shabbat observance,
kosher, family purity, and tefillin. With
immense Jewish pride, they mocked
Haman and their persecutors.

>> The Rebbe

Fasting before a party?

see it as the right thing to do?

Clearly,
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The answer is that just as the decree itself
did not come about through natural causes,
neither did the salvation. The decree was
a result of a spiritual failing, and therefore
the way to overturn it was through spiritual
means—repentance. One of the key aspects
of repentance is fasting. Since all the Jews in
Shushan were fasting, an individual is forbidden
to separate themselves from the community, so
Esther naturally said, “I and my attendants will
also fast.” As for the possibility that this might
make her less attractive to the king—while one
should not rely on miracles and must make
efforts within the natural order, the natural
efforts are merely externalities. Natural means
are not the actual cause of the salvation. The
externalities are therefore less important,
because if the true cause of commitment to
Torah and mitzvot is strong then even a weak
natural effort will suffice.

Because these events took place in exile, where
Divine presence is concealed, both the decree
and the salvation appeared to happen through
natural events. But the true causes were
deeper. The decree came about because they
participated in Achasverosh’s feast, and the
salvation came through fasting and repentance.
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C. Diplomacy is Secondary

student's We can derive a lesson from this, a lesson
"7 that is especially relevant in our times:

:7T9R 11272 D31 ,79N AR

Some argue that the primary means of
ensuring the survival of the Jewish people in
exile are diplomatic efforts and other natural
strategies. They even cite Esther’s efforts
with King Achashverosh as proof. However,
this is a complete misinterpretation of the
story of the Megillah. Not only does it distort
the truth about the Megillah, it also denies
the very foundation of Jewish survival.

The Torah states, “You are standing firm
today, all of you.” The sages explain that even
when the rest of the world is collapsing, the
Jewish people remain standing. The survival
of other nations follows the laws of nature,
but the existence of the Jewish people is
not bound by natural forces—it Torah and
mitzvot.

When faced with difficult times or harsh
decrees, we cannot rely on diplomacy or
appeals to the nations of the world. That is
not what guarantees our survival. Instead,
we must examine our actions, correct whatis
lacking, and strengthen our commitment to
our Torah and mitzvot. When we do so, our
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s‘“dep"gt'lg natural efforts will be effective. Moreover, even in

situationswhere,accordingtonatural circumstances,
survival seems impossible, we will still endure.

We must not panic due to the state the Jewish people
appear to be in based on superficial observation of
the natural circumstances. Our role is to strengthen
our commitment to Torah and mitzvot. When we do
so, any physical action we take will serve as a conduit
for a miraculous salvation that transcends nature.

This lesson—that the Jewish people are not bound by
natural forces—applies not only to the Jewish nation
as a whole but also to each individual Jew.

We must always remember that everything in our
lives depends on and comes directly from G-d, who
is not limited by the laws of nature.

It is true that we make efforts in the physical world,
as the verse states, “and G-d will bless you in all
that you do,” but these are only conduits through
which G-d’s blessing is channeled. The main thing
is the Divine blessing, which comes through our
connection to G-d by studying Torah and observing
mitzvot. When this foundation is strong, success will
follow, through any conduit.

,ORIW °33 A%nn DS PR
YA IMR DR NURY °D
71V YAV PRI 0D By A
,JDNEM TN PInnR R
Uyl PIw w1k arR N
12377 12 wabnn ,nrneaa

Javan 0oy noooin

OPR PRI V1AW AR
YA PR ,YA0% 090105
YA AR ROX ORI 5505
M1 TR Sy LT 5o
YO 01PN Py Dow
D3N WRY ,NTYA 17PN

Java pina oey on

R 592”7 nad PAxw N0l
79721 wabnn 3w, wyn
"D T PR XX ,TPIOR P10
119937 X1 PR w125 Ox
MY WP Y IR, NP
QrRI 1N T MIYINRA
VIRV Y WKL INNENT
wnb 501 nndxhn an

RSl

X DWIDI 09D NN
(W T°R3) 213 "0y 'R PR NN oph

i

27 nwpk w20y 03 AR 1



Student’s
pg. 11

Student’s
pg. 1

D. Gather Everyone

Source 7 megilat Esther :15-17

Esther said to respond to Mordechai:
“Go, gather all the Jews of Shushan and
fast for me for three days and three
nights, do not eat or drink. I and my
attendants will also fast, and so I will
come to the king in breach of protocol.
If I perish, I shall perish.

Mordechai did
commanded him.

everything Esther

>> The Rebbe

Who wasn’t invited?

* At first glance, it is difficult to understand:

Why did Esther need to emphasize “all the
Jews™? Even if she had simply said, “Go and
gather the Jews,” without specifying “all the
Jews,” Mordechai, as the leader of the Jewish
people, “a lover of peace and a pursuer
of peace;” would have certainly gathered
everyone. So why was it necessary for Esther
to add and stress “all the Jews”?

From this it is clear that there were certain
Jews whom Mordechai, on his own, would
not have included in the fasting. This is why
Esther specifically told him, “Go and gather
all the Jews”—to ensure that even those he
would have excluded were included in the
effort.
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The simple explanation for why Mordechai
didn't want to include all Jews in the fast was
that some of them had participated in the
feast of Achashverosh. Since they had failed
to resist the temptation to partake in the
feast, Mordechai believed that they could not
immediately shift to the opposite extreme of
complete self-denial through fasting. It would
be enough for them to commit, from that
point onward, to only eating kosher meals
with the appropriate blessings before and
after, in a manner that befits “this is the table
before G-d” But to expect these people to
immediately embrace fasting, refraining even
from permitted food, seemed unrealistic.

On a deeper level, since the purpose of the
fasting was to annul Haman’s decree—which
had come about because they had enjoyed
Achasverosh’s feast—Mordechai believed that
these individuals could not be included in the
fast meant to overturn the decree. This was
based on the principle that a prosecutor cannot
become a defender. Just as, on the holiest day
of the year, the High Priest could not enter the
innermost sanctuary wearing gold garments—
because gold, associated with the “prosecutor,’
the sin of the golden calf, could not serve as the
“defender”

Leviticus 16:3-4

With this shall Aaron enter the holiest area
of the sanctuary: with a young bull for a
sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.
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Student's He shall wear a holy linen shirt and
P93 linen pants upon his flesh, and he shall
gird himself with a linen sash and wear

a linen cap; these are holy garments, TR Y72 — MY 12

and therefore, he shall immerse himself 2 N 032 Yo7 00

in water and don them. Ralvjirk!

The High Priest would not wear his usual splendid garments, made of blue, purple, and gold and
adorned with precious stones. Instead, he would wear the four simple garments, identical to
those worn by the other priests. The entire attire was made of white fabric, and it seems that only
the turban distinguished him from an ordinary priest, who wore a hat on his head.

Rashi

Holy linen shirt: By listing only the four J9M T2 nano

Student's
pg.13 garments of a regular kohen, the Torah PRY T
teaches us that the High Priest does not D% Wwnwn
enter the Holy of Holies wearing the D732 MinYa
eight garments he wears for the service wnYn XY
outside. This is because those garments X2 2
contain gold, and "a prosecutor cannot ,A71 02 WY
become a defender." Meaning, since the PRY o)

High Priest enters on Yom Kippur to

Ty TR

atone for all of Israel, he may not wear NPX7iM0
gold, because this recalls the sin of the 102 nyaIN2
golden calf. Instead, he wears four linen 0PI
garments, like an ordinary kohen.

The High Priest does not enter the Holy of Holies wearing gold garments on Yom Kippur due to
the principle “A prosecutor cannot become a defender’—meaning that something associated with
sin cannot also serve as an advocate for mercy on behalf of the people.

Since gold recalls the sin of the golden calf, when the Jews worshipped a golden idol, it would be
inappropriate for the High Priest to wear gold precisely at the moment when he seeks atonement
for the nation's sins.

Therefore, on Yom Kippur, when the High Priest enters the Holy of Holies, he wears white
garments—simple and modest clothing that symbolize purity, renewal, and cleansing from sin.
After completing the inner service, he changes back into his gold garments to continue his duties
outside.

14
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Therefore, Esther said to Mordechai: “Go and
gather all the Jews and fast for me,’—to include
even those who had enjoyed Achashverosh’s
feast, as the Talmud says, “Any fast that does
not include the sinners of Israel is not a fast”
Moreover, they should be given priority before
the rest of the Jewish people, as indicated by
the precise wording “Go and gather all the
Jews,” with the word “all” appearing before the
word “Jews,” even though there are other ways
to structure the phrase in Hebrew. Specifically
by including and prioritizing these people, the
decree can be nullified for all of the Jewish
people.

Mordechai accepted Esther’s words, as the
verse states, “Mordechai passed and did all that
Esther commanded him"—to gather all the Jews,
and specifically in this order: first, “all’—those
who need need to be specifically included, and
then the rest of the Jews.

Bereishit Rabasi, Miketz 11

"And Mordechai passed by" (Esther 4:17) — Do not
read it as "M2¥"" (he passed by) but as "12y"1"
(he forgave). This teaches that when Esther
initially spoke to Mordechai in a manner that
was not appropriate, he became upset with her
and responded sternly: "For if you remain silent
at this time..." (Esther 4:14). However, when she
reconsidered and spoke to him appropriately,
saying, "Go, assemble all the Jews..." (Esther 4:16),
he accepted it and forgave her earlier words, as
the verse states, "And Mordechai passed by."

Wh X

75" »97M% NOR IR 1O
By MR DT D5 DR DD
PR DX D3 752 995 - "
JYWT MR DY nTyon ume
PRY N°IyN 95”7 R0 2721
,"1PIYN PR SR YwIon 13
OMR 0°TP° WOw XPR T X
M5 PRI "1 WY C1h
5O NX DMWY TP NWOh PrIn
nlr2lo B o e 4 1y by B I o Ll e e Ky
nRTIP "93” NANW (7772 RI
7707 5Y XPITY "0 navnb
akploltaRala ) N allakl i) Rakiripd ol 7

DRI 1 Hon 70T DX

,ANDOXR 127 DR D2°P 0T, MM
WY 90T MY "2IN0w 1D
D197 - "INOXR 1Y NI WK 930
77 9702 RPIT ,DOTI DO NN
N129% 09973w 1OR - 79" 19NN
DT IR DX 79 NN, DN

PITW TR

TR QYN XPY 2
oy NOX MY NYYY
772 OPRY D37 2T
2 UM T N8R YW
QW) "N YNn WINT oX
T e s L
X 7772 O0Y 0137 Y
ow) "M 012 7 2 NNy
X vpm 07 TN L0
POTIR T3P MY 737

15

T9,K7 10w WD AR 2,1 M3 .16

17,79N0KR 17



Student's
pg. 14

Student’s
pg. 15

>> The Rebbe

Specifically by including all the Jews in the effort %5 nx %%w 11 *1° 5y Xp1M
to annul the decree, they succeeded innotonly - #9939 D02 nDwoa o107
nullifying Haman’s rule, but in fact, the power 3 xbw 1983 79717 9072 PYD
over Haman's house was given to Esther and  ybx mn nbw pdvaw Tava
Mordechai. The Jewish people became masters mA A by Awbwn a1

over the nations, as the verse states, “and their
spoil was for plunder,” and the day became one
of “light, joy, gladness, and honor”
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Key Points:

e During Achashverosh’s reign, the Jews experienced unprecedented
prosperity in their exile. Mordechai held a royal position, and Esther—a
righteous Jewish woman—was the queen. The Jews were deeply connected to
the ruling elite.

* Yet, at the height of their success, a decree of total annihilation was issued
against them—a decree so unprecedented that it defied natural logic, which
suggested they should have been at their safest.

* The reason for the decree: the Jews' enjoyment of Achashverosh’s feast.
This indicates that their fate was not dictated by natural laws but by their
spiritual standing.

* The annulment of the decree also occurred through supernatural means.
Esther and Mordechai first took spiritual action: a three-day fast, Mordechai
gathering children to study Torah, and the entire Jewish people awakening
spiritually. Only then did Esther approach the king. Esther herself also
participated in the fast, even though it could diminish her charm in the king’s
eyes.

* This was because she understood that the decree was not triggered by
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Student's natural causes, and therefore, salvation also depended on a spiritual cause—
15 . . .
. fasting and repentance. The natural diplomatic effort was merely a vessel for

the salvation that would come from G-d.

e Esther insisted that Mordechai involve all Jews in the spiritual efforts to
annul the decree, including those who had sinned by enjoying the feast. She
understood that divine salvation would come precisely through the unity of
the entire Jewish people.

Takeaway:

Student'lg We must internalize that the existence of the Jewish people—and of every individual Jew—is not
pg. . . . .
subject to the natural order, unlike other nations. In times of trouble, whether personal or communal,
the primary path to overcoming challenges is by strengthening our commitment to Torah and mitzvot.

These serve as the foundation for success in any natural efforts we undertake.
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