THE GIFT OF WEALTH: A BLESSING OR A TRAP?

Do we control our wealth, or does it control us?
The Torah challenges us to use our wealth
wisely, before it uses us.
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After the giving of the Torah, Moses turns to the Jews and asks them to donate materials
for the construction of the Mishkan (Source 1). Where did they acquire all these materials?
Before leaving Egypt, G-d instructed Moses to tell the Jews to ask the Egyptians for gold,
silver, and valuable clothing. Why? So that Abraham would not say, "The promise of ‘they will
be enslaved and oppressed, was fulfilled, but the promsie of ‘and afterward they will leave
with great wealth’ was nor fulfilled.” (Source 2)

The Rebbe asks: Why did G-d initially promise in the Covenant of Parts that the Jews would
leave Egypt with great wealth? In the desert, all their needs—food and clothing—were
provided for them. Why was there a need for silver and gold?

The answer: After overcoming the great challenge of Egyptian exile while preserving their
Jewish identity, the next challenge was to enter the wilderness and, in such a desolate place,
build a Mishkan for G-d in the most beautiful and majestic way—using silver, gold, and cedar
wood. Therefore, G-d ensured that they would leave Egypt with great wealth, along with
the cedar trees that Jacob had planted in Egypt specifically for the Mishkan’s construction.
(Source 3)

B. Setting the RIGNE PrONITIES.....oceeeeeeeeeessssssensssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseses D

When we build a synagogue or a Torah institution, we have an opportunity to publicly
declare that holiness and spirituality are central to our lives. Just as we invest significantly
in the beauty of our personal homes—far more than in a barn meant for animals—so too, we
should pour even more effort into the grandeur of a house dedicated to honoring G-d. The
use of wealth for spiritual matters serves as an educational message for us and for future
generations, demonstrating how central and important spirituality is in life.

This principle is also reflected in the donation of gold and silver for the Mishkan and the Beit
HaMikdash—by doing so, the Jews publicly expressed that the holiness of the Temple was of
greater importance than their own homes.

An example of this idea: King David expressed his distress to the prophet Nathan over
the fact that he was living in a grand palace while the Ark of the Covenant remained in
a temporary tent. As a result, he began planning the construction of a magnificent Beit
HaMikdash. (Source 4)



C. Wealth That BECOMES @ BUITCN........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseseeessseseeessseseessseseesssessesssssseessssssees 8

G-d desires that we use wealth in a positive and meaningful way. There was once a wealthy
individual whose great fortune disrupted his life, leading to anxiety and paranoia.

A similar fate befell Korach, who could not withstand the test of wealth. His great riches led
him down a destructive path, ultimately bringing him to publicly challenge Moses. About
him, it is said: "Wealth kept by its owner, to their detriment"—meaning, it was precisely his
vast fortune that caused his downfall. (Source 5)

Why does the Torah tell us about Korach, when it generally avoids speaking negatively about
people, and even about animals? To teach us that the test of wealth is even greater than
what we often assume. Even a G-d-fearing Jew may convince themselves that most of their
wealth is meant for personal needs, with only a small portion to be given to tzedakah.

The fundamental mistake comes from the belief that money belongs to its "owner," when in
truth, G-d is the true owner of all possessions. We are merely G-d’s agents, entrusted with
using wealth for higher, spiritual purposes.



Introduction

In today's lesson, we will explore the Torah's perspective on money and wealth. We will
understand why it was so important for G-d to promise Abraham that his descendants
would leave Egypt with riches and what higher purpose wealth can serve. From this, we
will gain an important insight into our own relationship with money and the correct Jewish
approach to financial priorities.
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A. Who Needs Money?

The Fundraising Campaign

Right after the giving of the Torah, G-d tells Moses to begin building the Mishkan (tabernacle.
or portable temple), the house where G-d’s presence would rest among the Jewish people. Like
with building a synagogue, the first step was raising funds. G-d lists the items the Jews needed
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to donate.

Source 1 exodus 25:1-8

G-d spoke to Moses, saying: "Speak to the
children of Israel, and have them bring Me a
gift; from every person whose heart moves
them, you shall collect My gift.

This is the offering you shall collect from
them: gold, silver, and copper, sky-blue,
purple, and scarlet wool, fine linen, and goat
hair, ram skins dyed red, tachash skins, and
cedar wood, oil for lighting, spices for the
anointing oil and for the fragrant incense,
onyx stones and gemstones for setting, for
the ephod and the breastplate.

They shall make a sanctuary for Me, and I
will dwell within them."
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Where did they get all the money and materials?

For this, we need to go back a bit. During the Ten Plagues, Moses conveyed G-d’s request to the
Jews that they should ask their Egyptian neighbors for silver, gold, and garments.

Source 2 xodus 1112
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Student's G-d said to Moses ... “Speak now in the ears
91 of the people, and have each person ask their
neighbor for silver and gold vessels."
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What does this mean? Rashi is referring to the Covenant of Parts, where G-d told Abraham that
his descendants would be slaves in a foreign land, but afterward, they would leave with great

wealth.

Rashi

Speak now: This word, “Na”
in Hebrew, denotes a request;
please inform them, so that the
righteous Abraham should not
say that “They will be enslaved
and oppressed” (Genesis 15) was
fulfilled, but the end of that verse,
“And afterward they will leave
with great wealth,” was not
fulfilled.

Genesis 15:13-14

G-d said to Abram, "Know that
your descendants will be strangers
in a land that is not theirs. They
will be enslaved and oppressed
for four hundred years. But I will
judge the nation they serve, and
afterward, they will leave with
great wealth."

>> The Rebbe
Why Great Wealth?
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G-d knew that while the Jews were in the desert,
He would provide them with manna to eat, water
to drink from Miriam’s well, and the Clouds of
Glory to launder their clothes. Yet, despite this,
He declared that He would not take them out
of Egypt until they had taken with them “great
wealth”

Even though the Jewish people said that they were
willing to forgo the great wealth in order to leave
Egypt quicker, G-d commanded them to borrow
silver and gold vessels from the Egyptians. This
was done “so that ‘that righteous one’ [Abraham]
should not say: ‘He fulfilled the part about
enslaving and afflicting them, but He did not fulfill
the part about their leaving with great wealth.”

The entire justification was simply so that Abraham
shouldn’t say that G-d didn't fulfill his promise.
So why did G-d promise great wealth in the first
place, rather than merely ensuring that they will
go free?

And the answer is as follows: The Jewish people
demonstrated that, despite having lived in Egypt
for four uninterrupted generations, they remained
steadfast in their Jewish identity and did not
submit to the idolatrous influences of Egypt. As
the Midrash states, “they did not change their
names, their clothing,” etc. G-d therefore wanted
them to leave with great wealth so that everyone
should see that they are using the gold, silver,
and copper to build a Mishkan (Tabernacle) in the
middle of the desert.
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: The Mishkan was not built in the Land of Israel.

Israel was the next stage, where they built the
Beit HaMikdash (Holy Temple). The first step
towards establishing a dwelling place for G-d
was in the desert—a place inhabited only by
“snakes, fiery serpents, scorpions, and thirst
where there is no water” This is where G-d
brought the nation He had freed from slavery,
providing them with the cedar trees that Jacob
had brought with him to Egypt, knowing that
they would later be needed to build the Mishkan
in the desert (as Rashi explains).

He commanded them to take with them “silver
and gold vessels,” “gold, silver, and copper,
and all the other materials enumerated in the
Torah—all to demonstrate that in the midst of
a desolate wilderness, filled with “snakes, fiery
serpents, and scorpions,” the Jewish people
would construct a dwelling place for G-d, in
which He would fulfill His promise: “And I will

dwell among them.”

Rashi, Exodus 25:5
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foresaw with divine inspiration that the
Jews would one day build a Mishkan in
the desert. So he brought cedar trees to
Egypt, planted them there, and instructed
his children to take them along when
they left Egypt.

TIPT M2 MDY P
niR? X pTnyy
XO2T1 022 1Un
OYOR DN DTN
DRy O7v? vI7 MY

DERR NP

After demonstrating that even during 210 years of exile they did not lose their Jewish identity, their
next challenge was to build a Mishkan in the desert—a place filled with snakes and scorpions—
using silver and gold.
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B. Setting the Right Priorities

Since it was necessary to build a Mishkan for
G-d—a place about which God Himself says,
“And I will dwell within them”—if the Mishkan
would look like just any other structure in
the world, it would indicate that people don't
recognize the distinction between the two.

This is similar to the difference between a
person’s home and the stable or barn where
their animals are kept. While people generally
heat their barn and provide food and drink for
the animals, no one decorates it with jewelry
or embellishments to make it beautiful. By
contrast, a home for people needs to be a
“pleasant dwelling that expands one’s mind,” as
the Talmud states.

From this it should be clear to us that when
building a Mishkan or a Beit HaMikdash—or
even a “minor sanctuary,” a synagogue, study
hall, yeshiva, and the like—it can't just be as
nice as one’s private home. If a person treats
a house of worship as no more important than
their personal residence, it shows that they do
not truly appreciate its significance for them.
Its significance is not for someone else, it is for
us ourselves and our own children.

n1Iad PRI D IR PIYm
POYY DPn Y ,71an° 19 pPwn
737 - 001N NI 37apn IR
T 090,02y 10 U0 1Dwni ox
WO 7°OM YT R DIRAY 1M

O p1oon arR

maw TR PR pvm o wow Mo
07w NI PTD MY 0IRA 7
JoU  Dmnan PhTanh  ooRzm
191 ,ND77 DR 0 DIRR MY
DR ,NINMAT MY IPYN DIRN 12
D°V°YON OY NDIT DX 0Ly R
no° ANY 70 0UINTR 0aTM
w° DIR 32 NPT 10 PR 70,10
72°0RY AR AT nw TN

JIR Sw iy

MY AYRaw ,°and PR mm
PYH IR L,TIPM Pwn mMnab
DN’ NoId n"a L,Poyn wIpn™
"7 RD L7721 RO 7AW LR
7 IRY 1P 117070 00 1w
M2°wna R POn X2 Rw 770
, 071X 12Y 12172 RY 1MV DAdY

2079 7MY MRy 1Ay XX

22,731,157 N20M2 R *1273 .11
X103 71203 IR LT ,K PRI 12



Student’s

pg. 6

We should want a beautiful synagogue not in order to impress others, but for our own sake and

the sake of our children.

We need to feel—and to express this sentiment
in our actions—that the holiness of a synagogue
and study hall demands that we build them with
"gold," even if in our own homes we are content
with "silver" or "copper."

When we do this, we have the opportunity to
display in our daily lives—even while we sleep—
that the highest priority in our lives is spirituality
and holiness. This will be in such an open and
clear way that “all the peoples of the earth will

7

see

The proof of our order of priorities is that for a
holy place, we use gold, while for our own homes
we are satisfied with silver and copper. A home
is a dwelling for people, distinct from a stable
for animals—but it does not reach the level of
sanctity of a synagogue or study hall. These
places are also meant for people, but when we
enter them we are more readily able to rise
above the routines of daily life and strive to be
better, more spiritual, and more holy.

To allow us the ability to demonstrate this
recognition, G-d grants us gold, and gives us the
free will to choose how to use it. G-d trusts us
that we will use our brains and understand that
gold is meant for the Beit HaMikdash.
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We see this with King David, who couldn’t bear that he was sitting in a proper wooden house

while the Holy Temple was a tent-like structure made of curtains.



Source & isamuel 71-3
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Indeed, he began the plans for building a magnificent Temple, which was one of the most beautiful
structures in the entire region. This illustrates the point we are discussing—that the Temple is the
most important place, and therefore it is there that it is fitting to use silver and gold.
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C. Wealth That Becomes a Burden

G-d wants us to show that we are using our
wealth in an intelligent and beneficial manner,
and not, G-d forbid, abusing it. Unfortunately,
sometimes people stumble and misuse their
wealth to their own detriment, as the verse
states, “Wealth kept by its owner to their own
detriment”

As discussed earlier, we plainly see a person
who amassed vast sums of money, yet this very
wealth bound and restricted him, depriving him
of a normal human life. His money remained
sitting idly in the bank, unused, and he derived
no actual benefit from it—as if it were never
truly his. The only real connection he had to
his wealth was that it bred distrust of others.
He lived in constant fear, always worried that
maybe someone had set their sights on his
money, anxious about what might happen if
others discovered his identity as the famous
individual. This in addition to all the other
difficulties he had in his life.
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The week before the Rebbe gave this talk, Howard Hughes, one of the richest and most mysterious
people in U.S. history, died. He was born in 1905 and accumulated his wealth from the aviation,
oil, and film industries. Despite his enormous wealth, estimated in the billions of dollars, his
personal life was filled with tragedy and loneliness.

In his later years, his mental condition deteriorated drastically. He developed severe obsessive-
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compulsive disorder (OCD) and deep paranoia, and he refused to leave his room.

When he died in 1976, he was completely alone. Although he had been married in the past, he had
no children and left no heirs. A significant portion of his vast fortune was transferred to the U.S.

government in the form of estate taxes.

The Rebbe used his tragic story to illustrate a message about the relationship between material
wealth and true happiness. Wealth in and of itself is not only not a guarantee of joy, but it can
become a source of suffering and sorrow. In Hughes' case, the enormous wealth he accumulated
did not bring him happiness or fulfillment; rather, it deepened his isolation and contributed to
the deterioration of his mental state. The Rebbe used this example to emphasize the importance of
using material wealth properly, while maintaining spiritual and human values.

We are told further: Don't think that this is
a challenge unique to exile, something that
never existed before, and therefore, it cannot
truly be considered a test—thus making it
unreasonable to expect one to overcome it.
This issue is not specifically related to exile;
rather, it stems from the negative inclination.

The proof of this is that the first person about
whom it is said, “Wealth kept by its owner
to their detriment,” was Korach. Korach was
“a clever man, an intelligent Jew in all other
respects. He knew Torah, and he could argue
and present his case based on Jewish law. G-d
granted him immense wealth, assuming that
due to his intelligence and capacity for Torah
learning, he would use it properly. However,
since he was given free will, his wealth
ultimately became “wealth kept by its owner
to their detriment.”

Talmud, Pesachim 119a

“Wealth kept by its owner to their own
detriment”: Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish says this
is the wealth of Korach.
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Korach was the first rich person in Jewish history, and to this day the expression, "rich as Korach"
is commonly used in Hebrew. Korach was also very wise and of noble lineage. However, his wealth
led him to arrogance, which caused him to rebel against Moses. And the end was very bad indeed...
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Generally speaking, the Torah avoids speaking
negatively even about an impure animal. How much
more so should we refrain from speaking negatively
about a person, and even more so about a Jew, and
certainly about someone of distinguished lineage.

Moreover, Kabbalistic sources explain that Korach’s
soul came from—and remained at—an extremely
elevated level. This was reflected in the fact that
“the sons of Korach did not die” This resulted in
several Psalms explicitly associated with Korach.

Why then does the Torah relate this negative
information about Korach?

The reason this is related to us is that the Torah
wishes to make us aware of the magnitude of this
challenge. We may think to ourselves, “I am an
intelligent individual. I have studied Torah, and
I continue to study even now. And yet, it seems
logical to me that I should use my money for my
personal needs, keep the rest safely stored in the
bank, and only give a small portion to charity—at
least relative to what I could actually give” We may
argue, “Why should I be suspected of wrongdoing?
I pray three times a day, I study Torah, I educate
my children properly—so how could I possibly be
making a miscalculation?

"D * NRT 1Y 0°DORY DYL
72 NIIA2” 19X T IRDG
5y ,1927% 0% XD “IRNY
531,07X% Ya112 7091 700 NNR
nAR 531,070 7091 Ind NNR

Relsialhialilihyiab!

RN D DY 1170 NNR PN
TIRWN N7 NN T5apa
JPRIT NP2 OV RATA
ira) IR el I o b P R e L
UEBENA DM IPD ORYY
MIp DY DONWR DY 0w
0% 9T YT 07D 7 N -

iR Al

IR R ,2Wn? wmen M
%W 1on" ,7N TR AP
TRII 1D D By Ax1 ANy o)
My 7037 DX ORID POy 17
N0 INW DRI ,DVWORD 1O
IPT3% 1N°91,P332 NN PRYR?
Top 719 D3 Oy iR PR P
01 51009 NP N YA
R W 12 TwnD an PR
Y11 ,01°3 DnYD whw 5Honn
SINTD 1T DRI ,TINoR
J1awna IYnw 190° PR ,10 OX)

WX ,13 011D .18
PRI 3Y TR 20 T 19

10

WX ,3 D°TI0D IR LK L3P 272 16

NP2 03 IR T L12-37 T TR D010 W X 17
Y70 R7R? TN TP D7 NIRRT ROY0, T TR
2N A87Y VT WP W R MR 2 LRI D Y



Student’s
pg.9

Student’s
pg.9

Student’s
pg. 10

To this, the Torah responds: There was once
someone greater than you in Torah scholarship,
wealthier than you, and of more distinguished
lineage than you. Korach possessed all these
qualities, yet he still fell into the trap of “wealth
kept by its owner to their detriment.”

How is such a thing possible? The answer is
explicitly stated in the verse itself: “To its owner”
Korach deceived himself into thinking that he was
the true owner of his money. Once he reached that
mindset, his positive inclination became a partner
in the money, and his negative inclination became
the other partner. With two equal partners,
sometimes one side prevails, and sometimes the
other does.

We need to recognize that we are not the true
owner of our money. Rather, we are agents of G-d,
who chose us and entrusted us with a specific
sum of money so that we should merit building
and strengthening Judaism in various places and
ways. When we internalize this truth, we no longer
see ourselves as the “owners” of the wealth, but
rather as G-d’s agents. As the verse states, “Mine
is the silver, and Mine is the gold—says the L-rd
of Hosts”

This does not refer to the silver and gold stored
away in the seventh heaven. It refers to the wealth
that exists right here in this physical world, in the
possession of those living in it. The true owner of
it all is G-d—“Mine is the silver, and Mine is the
gold—says the L-rd of Hosts”
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Thinking that wealth is ours can drag us down to the lowest depths. We need to remember that
our wealth belongs to G-d; He gave it to us so we can use it as a force for good.

The fact that money is in our possession is
because Hashem chose us as His agents to
carry out His mission: to give charity and
perform acts of kindness, and to use the
money—"gold, silver, and copper”—to build
a sanctuary for G-d.

When we fulfill this mission, G-d grants us
the merit as if we were the true owners of
the wealth. As the Talmudic saying goes,
“The wine belongs to its owner, but the
thank you is given to the one who pours
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Story - The Rich Men of Kishinev

student's For about 150 years, thousands of Jewish families lived in hundreds of
ell villages, towns, kibbutzim, and crossroads in the regions of Podolia,
Volhynia, and Bessarabia. Some were wealthy landowners, owners of
large mills, vegetable gardens, and vineyards, while others had moderate

wealth, and some were poor.

In 1859, non-Jewish landowners set their sights on Jewish landowners,
bringing malicious reports to Mr. Plumberg, the government minister
in Odessa, and demanding that administrative laws be passed to restrict
Jewish landowners. These laws would empower local authorities to
act at their discretion, without reason or justification, against Jewish
landowners. . . .

The deputy minister, the notorious Mr. Kalimav, would periodically
issue special orders with various justifications, increasing the taxes on
Jewish landowners. He turned a blind eye to the non-Jewish landowners,
but insisted on strictly enforcing the law on the Jews. The wealthy
landowners, although affected to some extent by the taxes, were able to
withstand them due to their large profits. However, the middle-class and
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poor landowners, for whom the taxes were a heavy burden, grew poorer
year by year. By 1868, many, especially in the regions of Calarash and Bender,
faced a crisis as they could no longer pay the accumulated taxes from the past
two years. In addition to the threat of being expelled from their properties,
they faced the prospect of imprisonment and heavy fines.

The Rebbe Maharash, who was the most active communal leader in his
generation, was concerned about their situation and sought to help. When
the Rebbe Maharash traveled from Marienbad to Lubavitch at the beginning
of Elul 1868, he passed through the city of Odessa with the intention of
raising funds for them. The wealthy people of Odessa responded with
generous donations. However, the wealthy people of Kishinev did not respond
as expected.

During one of his addresses at a gathering of wealthy people in Kishiney,
the Rebbe Maharash said: "G-d created the world and its creatures with the
secret dynamic of giving and receiving. The heavens give material blessings,
and the earth receives. In plants too, there are givers and receivers. Similarly,
among humans, there are rich people who give, and poor people who receive.
The rich are meant to give, and the poor to receive. And G-d decrees who
will be the rich giver and who will be the poor receiver."

"But the poor person asks: 'It is true, Master of the World, that You created
Your world with the dynamic of givers receivers, but why must I be the poor
one who receives, and someone else the rich one who gives? Why can’t I be
the rich one who gives, and someone else the poor one who receives? Why
must I suffer the hardship of poverty so that the rich person may maintain
his wealth?' This is the meaning of the verse, : 'A prayer of the poor when
he is in distress, before G-d he pours out his complaint.' This refers to a
prayer of the poor when he is in distress, questioning why he must endure
the suffering of poverty, so that the rich may be sustained in their wealth.
After all, many are sent to the world to enrich and succeed, so why must the
success and wealth of the rich come at the expense of the poor's suffering?"

This holy address opened the hearts of the wealthy of Kishinev, who
contributed substantial sums. Through the combined efforts of the wealthy of
Odessa and Kishinev, the hardships of the middle-class and poor landowners
were alleviated, and they were provided with a new source of livelihood.
Moreover, news of this speech spread throughout the country, and in every
city it reached it illuminated the path for wealthy people to understand the
deeper root of G-d’s divine providence.

Every Jewish man and woman who has been blessed by G-d with bread and
clothing should recognize the good that G-d has done for them, and express
gratitude to G-d by extending a helping hand to their poor brethren, each
according to their ability, with a generous and loving heart.

Based on Igros Kodesh of the Rebbe Rayatz, Volume 6, Pages 253-255
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This is a well-known story in Chabad. The Rebbe Maharash was reminding these wealthy people
that the wealth is not theirs but given to them by G-d to use correctly. When we are cognizant of
this, we look at everything with a different persepctive.

Key Points:

Student'lg e In the covenant between the parts, G-d promised Abraham that his
Pg.

descendants would go into Egypt, but they would leave with great wealth.

* At the conclusion of the Egyptian exile, G-d told Moses to urge the Israelites
to ask the Egyptians for gold and silver, to fulfill His promise to Abraham in
full.

* The Rebbe asks: Why did G-d initially promise Abraham that the Israelites
would leave Egypt with wealth? After all, in the desert, they had no need for
money, as all their needs were provided from Heaven!

* The Rebbe explains: Through the building of the Mishkan, the Israelites
expressed that their priorities were clear.

* The most important thing, and therefore the one with the most investment
and beauty, was a place of holiness and spirituality. This is why they built it
with gold, silver, and the finest materials. Therefore, G-d commanded them
to collect great wealth from Egypt, so that it could be used for holiness in
constructing the Tabernacle and bringing the Divine Presence into the desert.

Student’s * When we ensure that our synagogue is more beautiful than our own home,
13 . . )
P we convey an educational message to our children and community—our

priority in life is spirituality and holiness.

* Sometimes, great wealth leads its owner to a life of negativity. Like the
wealthy Howard Hughes, who succumbed to anxiety, or like Korach, whose
wealth led him to rebel against Moses, only for him to be swallowed by the
earth.

* We must remember that money belongs to G-d, and it is entrusted to us to
fulfill G-d's will in the world.

Takeaway:

student's We must evaluate our priorities when it comes to matters of holiness, such as investing in a beautiful
P13 mezuzah or handmade matzah for the Seder, alongside investment in synagogues and Jewish
institutions. We must remember that the money we have is given to us by G-d, and it is primarily
intended for spiritual purposes. We should dedicate it with the utmost importance for these purposes,

rather than focusing on less important personal needs.
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