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A. The SNake that SWALLOWEA MOSES...........ceeeereeeeeeseeesssseeessseseeessseseesssssseesssssseesssessessaeseesses 1

When Moses was on his way to redeem the Jews from Egypt, a serpent swallowed him and
sought to kill him. The reason for this was his negligence in not circumcising his son, Eliezer.

The Rebbe asks: How could Moses be punished with death? If he were to die, his mission to
redeem the Jews would be nullified!

An Attempted Answer: Jacob feared Esau and prayed for his safety, despite a clear promise
from G-d to protect him. He was afraid because he worried that he might have since sinned,
and thereby forfeited the promise. The same can be suggested here: Moses' negligence in
the mitzvah of circumcision could be considered a sin, potentially jeopardizing the mission
assigned to him by G-d.

Refutation: The promise to Jacob was given to him as an individual, and such a promise
could theoretically be revoked due to sin. However, in the case of a public mission to redeem
an entire nation, it is unreasonable to assume that Moses' personal actions would jeopardize
the salvation of the entire Jewish people.

Another Question: The Torah does not recount every event in Moses' life, but only those
with a lesson for us. (For example, it does not tell us what Moses did from when he fled Egypt
until he returned at age 79 to redeem the Jews.) If so, what lesson can we derive from this
seemingly negative story of the snake swallowing Moses?

B. The Mission Can Be Accomplished DY ANOtNET ... sssssssssssssssssneees ]

The Rebbe explains: Rashi, quoting Rabbi Yose, hints at the solution. In an earlier story
in this Torah portion, when Moses repeatedly refuses to accept the mission, Rabbi Yose
explains that G-d became angry and punished him by not appointing him as the High Priest,
as initially intended, leaving him only the role of a Levite. The same principle applies here:
Even though the mission to redeem the Jews was initially assigned to Moses, it is possible
that due to a certain issue, the mission could have been taken from him and given to Aaron
to fulfill instead.



C. DO NO TEUSE YOUISELE.....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeesssseeessssseessssseesssssseessssseesssssseesssessesssssesessssseesssasseeens 1

This story teaches us several lessons:

1. We should not delay or neglect a mitzvah, thinking that no harm will be done by postponing
it. A small mistake can lead to far greater consequences.

2. At the same time, a person who has already failed is not beyond hope, and can still be
saved.

3. The greatness of Jewish women: Zipporah, who saved Moses' life, also ensured the success
of his great mission to save the Jewish people.



Introduction

In the lesson before us, we delve into a lesser-known story, often overlooked amidst the
dramatic events that open the book of Exodus. These brief few moments risked Moses'
mission and leadership—something that could have altered the course of history entirely.
What might appear to be a minor episode emerges as a significant event, teaching us an

important and timeless message.
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A. The Snake That Swallowed Moses

In this week’s Torah reading, we read how G-d reveals Himself to Moses at Mount Sinai, where
Moses was tending sheep, and commands him to return to Egypt to redeem the Jewish people.
Moses takes his family, mounts them on a donkey, and sets out toward Egypt. Along the way, a
grave and shocking incident occurs.

Source 1 exodus 42026
student's Moses took his wife and sons and set DX YR DX YR 0pn
51 them on the donkey and they returned to 2" ann Py 02377 1I2
the land of Egypt. Moses took G-d’s staff DR YR R 078N XX
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to kill Moses because he had not
circumcised his son Eliezer. Because
he was careless, he was liable to be
punished with death.
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Rabbi Yose said: G-d forbid! Moses
was not careless about circumcision.
Moses reasoned: “Shall I circumcise
him and then embark on the journey?
It will be dangerous for the child until
three days pass. Shall I circumcise him
and wait three days? G-d commanded
me, ‘Go, return to Egypt.’ ” Why then
was Moses liable to be punished with
death? Because he first busied himself
with the details of his lodging,.

The angel turned into a sort of serpent
and swallowed Moses from his head
to his thighs, and then spit him out
and swallowed him from his feet to
his private parts. Zipporah therefore
understood that it was because of the
failure to perform the circumcision.
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Rashi

Cast to his feet: Before Moses’ feet.
She said: Regarding her son.

For you are a bridegroom of blood to me:
You were a cause that my bridegroom
would almost be murdered. You are to
me the slayer of my bridegroom.

He released him. Then she said, "A bridegroom
of blood concerning the circumcision."

Rashi

Released: The angel released Moses,
and then she understood that the angel
came concerning the circumcision.
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This week’s Torah portion relates that after G-d
sent Moses to tell Pharaoh to let the Jewish
people out of Egypt, “at a lodging place on the
way G-d met Moses and sought to kill him.”
Rashi explains, “[G-d sought to kill] Moses,
because he did not circumcise his son Eliezer
at eight days. Because he was careless, he was
liable to be punished with death”

This doesn't seem to make sense. G-d sent
Moses to tell Pharaoh in his name, “send out
My son [referring to the Jewish people who
are called ‘G-d’s firstborn son’] so that he will
worship Me.” If G-d would kill Moses His entire
mission would be aborted.

Perhaps we can answer this question based on
Rashi’'s commentary on Jacob’s prayer, “Save me
from the hand of my brother Esau . . . You have
said I will surely do good with you and make
your descendants as numerous as the sands of
the sea” A similar question can be asked on this
verse—why did Jacob need to pray for G-d to
save him from Esau if G-d had promised him
earlier that He will protect him. Rashi explains
that Jacob was saying, “I am afraid that since you
made this promise to me I was tarnished by sin,
and this will cause me to be handed over into
Esau’s hand” Similarly, we can suggest that by
failing to circumcise Eliezer Moses sabotaged
G-d’s mission.
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In the book of Genesis, we read about Jacob, who was greatly afraid of his brother Esau, who was
coming to kill him, and prayed to G-d, saying, "Save me!." This raises a question: What was Jacob
afraid of? After all, G-d had promised to protect him. The answer is that, while G-d had indeed
promised, Jacob feared that due to his sins, he might no longer be worthy of that protection, and
so he prayed.

From this, we learn that even when there is a clear promise from G-d, it is possible for it not to be
fulfilled because of a particular sin.

Perhaps this can be applied to our case as well. True, G-d had just sent Moses to redeem the Jews
from Egypt, and seemingly, Moses should have been protected. However, it is possible that a severe
sin, such as negligence in performing the mitzvah of circumcision, could have jeopardized both
the divine protection and his mission.
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The Rebbe explains that there is a fundamental difference. In Jacob’s case, the promise was a
personal one, made to him and his family. Such a promise could indeed be revoked due to sin.

However, Moses was sent to save an entire nation! It is difficult to argue that a private sin could
revoke a mission of such magnitude.

(While it is true that Jacob’s family ultimately connects to the 600,000 souls of Israel, this was still
a potential reality, not an actual one. In contrast, Moses was directly needed, in actual terms, to
save an entire nation.)

This is a question that bothers the beginner  wnn 12 HYX WP 927 1Y 17N
student, so Rashi must address this, and do JDRT °7A0° WA mom RPN
so in a way that fits in with a simple reading .0°IN57 Mowoa XM
of the verses.



Student'ﬁ Another point we need to explain: What
pg.

lesson can we learn from this event of G-d
seeking to kill Moses on the road?

By way of introduction:

At the time he addressed Pahraoh, Moses
was 80 years old. It follows that at the time
of the event in our Torah portion he was
approximately 79. Clearly, Moses must have
experienced a number of significant life
events before this point. Why then, asks the
beginner student, does the Torah relate so
little about this entire period of Moses'’s life?
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Moses was forced to flee Egypt when he was still a "young man" (according to the Abarbanel,
around the age of twenty). He returned to Egypt to redeem the Jewish people at the age of seventy-
nine. What did he do during those sixty years?

The Torah provides only brief details: he met Jethro’s daughters in Midian, married Zipporah ,
and had two sons. (Abarbanel notes that his marriage to Zipporah occurred when he was around
seventy.) So, what happened to Moses between the ages of twenty and seventy?

The Midrash recounts that during those years, Moses became the king of Cush and led significant
military campaigns.

Why, then, does the Torah not mention any of this?

St“deg;l'g The beginner student’s teacher will explain
that the Torah isn't a story book relating the
events of the lives of holy people. “The Torah
that Moses commanded us is the heritage of
the congregation of Yaakov,” so every matter
that the Torah relates is for the purpose of
teaching us a lesson. This is why the Torah
doesn’t relate all of the earlier events in
Moses’s life, because they don’t have a lesson
to teach us.
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The Torah does not recount stories merely for narrative purposes. Every story included has a
moral or lesson relevant to our lives.

Rashi establishes this principle at the very beginning of the Torah. Rashi asks, why does the Torah
begin with the story of Creation? Should it not have started with the words “This month shall be
for you™—the first mitzvah given to the Jewish people, the sanctification of the new month?

Rashi explains that the purpose of recounting the Creation and everything up to the mitzvot is to
justify to the nations of the world why the Land of Israel belongs to the Jewish people. Since G-d
created the world, He has the authority to give it to whomever He wills.

However, from Rashi's question itself, we learn an important insight: there is no place in the
Torah for mere storytelling. Every word and every narrative has significance, conveying halachic
or moral lessons.

This is precisely why the Torah does not recount Moses’ experiences in Cush during those years,
from the age of twenty to seventy. These events, while historically interesting, do not offer a
halachic or moral teaching relevant to our lives, and therefore, they were not included in the
Torah.
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B. The Mission Can be Accomplished by Another

>> The Rebbe

The key to understanding this is alluded to TwNR2 NN T PV NINan Lo
in the continuation of Rashi’s comment, “it /7191 901 27 MR RN RN AT

was taught in a Baraita: Rabbi Yose said” AR ,TRDI 9Y2 5w MY DR 1w
Rashi doesn’t usually mention the author 5w 1w DR TR WA S 1977 PRY

of a particular teachltlg, unless the name Y31 7277 WK BN MBI 5Y3
adds relevant explanation to the statement. D Duyd

There is a well-known principle regarding Rashi's style: as a rule, he does not mention the names
of the Tannaim or Amoraim whose interpretations he cites. If he were to do so reqularly, nearly
every other comment would begin by naming a particular sage. So, when does Rashi specifically
mention the name of the source? Only when, in some way, it contributes to our understanding of
the explanation.

In this case, Rashi mentions that it was Rabbi Yose who explained Moses’ issue with fulfilling the
mitzvah of circumcision and described the punishment and what the serpent did to Moses.

Why does Rashi emphasize that this interpretation comes from Rabbi Yose? What does it add to
our understanding?

If we go back one chapter, to the episode where G-d repeatedly urged Moses to go to Egypt and
redeem the Jewish people, we also find Rashi quoting Rabbi Yose in another commentary. This
connection invites us to consider the broader context and relationship between these two
interpretations by Rabbi Yose.

Rabbi Yose’s name is mentioned in an 5195 Y719 219°D3 9911 °01° 719 DY 1NY
earlier comment of Rashi, on the verse S AWNA 1 AR NN 991000 By Y
“G-d's anger was kindled against Moses.

Who is the Levite?

This episode takes place during the period when Moses is living in Midian, married to Zipporah ,
and working as a shepherd. One day he takes his flock to pasture and sees a bush aflame, but the
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flames are not consuming the bush. Moses approaches the bush and G-d reveals Himself to him

giving him his life’s mission.

Source 2 exodus 3:6-11

G-d said, "I am the G-d of your father, the G-d
of Abraham, the G-d of Isaac, and the G-d of
Jacob." Moses hid his face because he was afraid
to look toward G-d. G-d said, "I have surely seen
the affliction of My people who are in Egypt,
and I have heard their cry because of their slave
drivers, for I know their pains. I have descended
to rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians
and to bring them up from that land to a good
and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivvites, and the
Jebusites. Now, behold, the cry of the children
of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen
the oppression with which the Egyptians are
oppressing them. So now come, and I will send
you to Pharaoh to take My people, the children of
Israel, out of Egypt." Moses said to G-d, "Who am
I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should
take the children of Israel out of Egypt?
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After the revelation and the mission G-d assigns to Moses, an entire saga of negotiation unfolds
between Moses and G-d. Moses resists the mission with various excuses, and G-d responds to
each of his objections.

First, Moses says, "Who am I to speak to Pharaoh?" G-d reassures him, "I will give you a sign that
will show I have sent you."

Then Moses questions, "What if the Israelites ask me the name of the G-d who has suddenly come
to save them? What should I tell them?" G-d responds, "Tell them, “I will be what I will be” has sent
me to you."

Moses persists: "They won't believe me!" G-d assures him, "I will give you a second sign to show
them, and through it, they will believe you."

Moses then raises another objection: "I am heavy of speech and tongue—I stutter. How can I speak
to them?" G-d replies, "Who gives man speech or makes him mute? Is it not I, G-d? I will be with
you and guide your words!"

Finally, after G-d addresses all his concerns, Moses simply says, "Send someone else, please."

At this point, G-d's patience runs out...
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anger being kindled, it is usually followed
by a consequence or punishment.
However, in this instance with Moses, no
explicit consequence is mentioned, and
no punishment appears to follow.
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korcha points out something unusual. Every time the Torah mentions that
"the anger of G-d was Rindled," it is always followed by a punishment. For example: "And the
people were like complainers in the ears of G-d; and when G-d heard, His anger was kindled, and
the fire of G-d burned among them, consuming the outskirts of the camp" (Numbers 11:1).

However, here, when it says "G-d's anger was kindled against Moses," no punishment follows.
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But Rabbi Yose proves the opposite:

Rabbi Yose responds, "Here too, a
consequence is implied. When G-d says,
‘Is there not Aaron your brother, the
Levite? it signifies a change in destiny.
Aaron, who was originally designated
to remain a Levite, will now become a
priest (kohen), while Moses will remain a
Levite. G-d had intended the priesthood
to come from Moses, but this is no longer
the case. Instead, Aaron will be the priest,
as it is written: ‘But as for Moses, the
man of G-d, his sons were to be called in
the tribe of Levi’ (I Chronicles 23:14).”
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The original plan was for Moses to serve as both the leader and the High Priest. However, because
Moses hesitated and resisted accepting the mission, G-d’s anger was kindled, and as a result, the
plan was changed. G-d decided that Aaron would become the High Priest instead.

>> The Rebbe
The Mission Can Be Transferred

Student's We see here Rabbi Yose’s approach: even AR - °0P 17 DLW DX O°X17 IRONT
e though the priesthood was intended to be  mwnb 1nwrad A58 O ANRORY
given to Moses, this could change because  mynwy 533w onon Py NS 91

of a particular incident, making Aaron the JWR XD 0 I 1INRY 13T

priest instead of Moses.

From here, we learn that Rabbi Yose's approach is that G-d can change the mission assigned to
someone due to their actions.

Therefore, in our case as well, Rabbi Yose is explaining that even though G-d initially assigned
Moses the mission to redeem the Jews, He could change His mind and send someone else instead.

That is why Rashimentions the name of the sage—Rabbi Yose—to help us connect this interpretation
to his view in the previous case as well. This allows us to better understand his general perspective
on the matter.

Student'g The same can be said in our case. Even 79°MNAY ARY L7707 11712 03 2
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Therefore, we should not wonder what would have happened if, G-d forbid, Moses had faced
consequences. The redemption would still have occurred, as G-d would have chosen another
leader to fulfill the mission.
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C. Don't Trust Yourself

There is a lesson for us to learn here.

A person can claim to be extremely righteous,
even as righteous as Moses.

While regarding prophecy the Torah states
‘no prophet like Moses ever arose, in
righteousness it is possible for a person to
reach Moses’s level.

When they have a task to do, such a person
can argue that they need not do it swiftly.
They will perform the task eventually, and
what difference will it make if they don’t carry
it out as swiftly as possible?

About this we are told “don’t believe in
yourself” Matters can start with something
minor like a lack of urgency, but it can lead
to termination of life, as in our case, where
Moses was judged punishable by death for
not circumcising Eliezer swiftly.

If Moses, due to his lack of urgency, almost lost his life and the great mission assigned to him, so
too, even if you are a great person, you could lose everything over something small. Don't take
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anything for granted, and never give up on a single mitzvah.

A well-known story that reflects this is that of Queen Esther. When Haman's decree to annihilate
the Jewish people was issued, Mordechai approached Esther and urged her to go to King
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Achashverosh, reveal her Jewish identity, and ask him to save her people.

Estherresponded to Mordechai, explaining that this was not so simple. She had not been summoned
by the king for thirty days, and if she approached him without an invitation, she could be putting
her life at risk.

Then, Mordechai told her: "If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to
the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish." The Rebbe explains
the meaning of "you will perish": It means you will lose the mitzvah. G-d will certainly save His
people. If you act, you will merit the mitzvah and eternal honor for saving the Jewish people. If you
hesitate, someone else will fulfill the mitzvah, and you will lose out.

This is true for every mitzvah. For example, the rabbi calls you and says: "Someone needs to say
Kadish for his mother, and we need a tenth for the minyan. Can you help?" If you hurry and agree
to come, you are the tenth, you receive the mitzvah, and bring great joy to that fellow congregant
and the entire minyan. But if you delay, explaining that you are busy and may come later, in the
end, a minyan will be formed without you, and you will miss the opportunity to be part of it.

Or, for example, a growing community needs to build a synagogue, and they need donors and
volunteers to help complete the big project. The rabbi or the community committee approaches
people in the community for help, some through donations and others through physical assistance.
Those who rush to help become part of this important work, while those who hesitate miss out on
the mitzvah and are left outside.

A Woman Saves the Day

There is another lesson for us to learn on the flip
side. Even a person who has failed in a certain
matter should not think that all is lost for them.
Even such a person can be saved, as we see with
Moses who failed in a particular area and reached
the state of “the angel turned into a sort of serpent
and swallowed Moses from his head to his thighs,
and then spit him out and swallowed him from his
feet to his private parts” Nevertheless, Zipporah
was able to save him.

We also see here the great power of Jewish
women and girls to save the Jewish people. This is
highlighted at the beginning of the Torah portion
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with the story of Shifra and Puah, the Jewish N7 NS Y113 WD NONNa I
midwives in Egypt, and also with Zipporah’s g3 31 ,4173107 1900 “N1vayn

actions.

171085

Once again, we see the tremendous influence that a woman has on her husband, her family,
and even on the entire nation. The fact that Moses was saved and was able to continue with his
mission to redeem the Jewish people is attributed to the wisdom and resourcefulness of his wife,

Zipporah .

The lesson we learn from this incident is oY ORI DYY M
twofold: we learn how important even a minor — ya3 nny v 117 = 9”31 AwIDn
matter such as lack of urgency is, and also  4qym 9) VP 727 OR WM
that even a person who has failed can always 499 bSpsy ox 0w m L
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Story - A Woman Builds, A Woman Destroys

It all began when Korach returned home for lunch with his wife. They
sat around the table, and his wife asked him, "So, what new thing did
Moses teach you today in class?"

"Regarding the mitzvah of tzitzit," Korach answered. "We are required to
attach a blue thread to the corners of our garments."

"Again, he starts inventing new commandments out of his own
imagination?" she asked provocatively. "Why don’t you go to him with a
totally blue garment and ask if it requires tzitzit?"

Korach responded defensively, "How can you speak like that? Moses is
our teacher, the master of the prophets."

"Yes, I know," she replied, "But he took the kingship for himself, gave
the priesthood to Aaron and his sons, and left you to be Levites. He even
shaved your heads! Does it seem normal to you that you have no hair?"

"But he shaved his own head too!" Korach tried to defend Moses.
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"Of course, why not? He’s willing to do anything, as long as he gets the
kingship for himself."

Her words of incitement sank into Korach's heart. He went out to the
camp of Israel and began speaking ill of Moses. People started agreeing
with him, and a rebellion against Moses was born. Slowly, the circle of
discontent grew, and the propaganda spread throughout the camp. Even
two hundred and fifty renowned leaders joined him.

One of the central activists in Korach’s campaign was On ben Pelet.
From the beginning, he joined Korach and helped lead the opposition.
However, his wife didn’t approve of Korach’s cause. She reasoned with
her husband, "What will you gain from this? If Moses wins, youw'll still be
his disciple, and if Korach wins, youw'll still be his disciple. So, what have
you gained? It’s better to just sit back and not get involved."

"But I'm a key figure in this struggle!" On protested. "How can I just step
back?"

"Save yourself and don’t get involved in a dispute that’s not yours," she
advised him.

When Korach's supporters came to take On ben Pelet to the famous
confrontation between Korach and Moses, where Korach and his followers
were swallowed by the earth, On’s wife gave him wine to drink and sat
by the entrance of their tent, with her hair unbound. When Korach's men
saw her, they recoiled at seeing a married woman acting immodestly.
This intervention helped On ben Pelet avoid being drawn into the conflict,
and he was saved due to the quick thinking of his wife.

Key Points:

* On his way to Egypt, Moses stops at an inn and encounters an angel of G-d
who seeks to kill him. The reason: his failure to circumcise his son Eliezer.

* The Rebbe asks: How could Moses face the death penalty, considering that
his death would terminate G-d's mission to redeem Israel?

* The Rebbe explains: Rabbi Yose says that because of Moses’ initial refusal
to redeem Israel, he was punished by not being appointed High Priest. Based
on this principle, it can be said that if Moses had been punished with death,
the mission to redeem Israel would have passed to Aaron and been properly
carried out, just as the priesthood was transferred to Aaron.

* The lesson for us from this negative story about Moses is twofold: Spiritual
urgency is critical. Delay or hesitation can have severe consequences.

14



student's ® On the other hand, one who has faltered is not lost. They can still be saved,
P91 gs was the case with Moses.

Takeaway:

St“dent'lsl Urgency is not just a recommendation for a better life; it is an important and meaningful trait. When
an opportunity for mitzvah arises, we should commit to doing it immediately without delay. Whether
it’s making a phone call to parents, attending a Torah class, or helping a neighbor in need, we should
act now, and not wait for later.
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