WHO IS THE BOSS OF THE HOME?

A bitter argument between Abraham and Sarah

is settled by G-d Himself, teaching us the Jewish
model for running the home, and the proper roles of
husband and wife.
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A. Listen to Sarah

Family conflict

Source 1 cenesis 21:9-10

Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian,
whom she had borne to Abraham, making
merry.

Sarah said to Abraham, "Drive out this maid
and her son, for the son of this maid shall
not inherit with my son, with Isaac."

Source 2 tosefta, Sotah 6

Rabbi Akiva taught: “Making merry” in
this context means idol worship. . . . Sarah
witnessed Yishmael build an altar, trap
grasshoppers and sacrifice them on the
altar.

Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Yose of the
Galilie said that “making merry” here means
illicit sexual relations. ... Sarah witnessed
Yishmael engaging in illicit sexual actions .
. . Sarah saw him climbing over fences and
abusing women.

Rabbi Yishmael said this language means
murder. . . . Sarah witnessed Yishmael
aiming an arrow at Isaac.

G-d intervenes

Source 3 cenesis 21:11-13

But the matter greatly displeased Abraham,
concerning his son.G-d said to Abraham,
"Don’t be displeased concerning the lad and
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concerning your maid. Whatever Sarah tells
you, listen to her voice, for it is Isaac who
will be called your descendant. But I will
also make the son of the maid into a nation,
because he is your seed."
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B. The Physical and Spiritual Role of Water

Source & numbers 201-2:7-8

The entire Jewish people arrived at the desert
of Zin in the first month, and the people
settled in Kadesh. Miriam died there and was
buried there. The people had no water; so they
assembled against Moses and Aaron.

G-d spoke to Moses, saying: "Take the staff
and assemble the people, you and your brother
Aaron. Speak to the rock in their presence
so that it will give forth its water. You shall
bring forth water for them from the rock and
give the people and their livestock to drink."

Source 5 ramud, Taanit 9a

Rabbi Yose says: The Jewish people had three
good stewards: Moses, Aaron and Miriam.
Three gifts were granted through them: the
well, the clouds of glory and the manna. The
well was in Miriam’s merit; the clouds of glory
in Aaron’s merit; and the manna in the merit
of Moses.

When Miriam passed away, the well dried up,
and it returned in the merit of both of them.

When Aaron passed away, the clouds of glory
disappeared, and they returned in the merit
of Moses.
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The Torah relates in the portion of Chukat
that when Miriam died the people had no
water. The sages explain that for all of their
forty years in the desert the well existed in
Miriam’s merit. When Miriam died, the well
dried up and the people had no water. A
special miracle was required, as the Torah
goes on to relate how G-d instructed Moses
to work a miracle for the people to provide
them with water.

There is a very surprising point here that
requires explanation.

The sages teach that the manna came in
Moses’s merit, the clouds of glory in Aaron’s
merit, and the well of water was in Miriam’s
merit.

Why is water specifically associated so closely
with Miriam, to the point that after her
passing a special divine command of “speak to
the rock and it will give water” was needed in
order to restate the well in Moses and Aaron’s
merit?

Maimonides writes in his commentary on
the Mishnah “water doesn't nourish the
person like food, but it carries the food to the
necessary places.”
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People need water, because without it
they will be too parched to survive. But the
primary function of water is to soften the
food and carry the blood through the body.
This is what the sages mean when they say “if
a person ate and didn’t drink, their food is like
blood"—without water the blood becomes
too thick and can't reach the small veins in
the body.

Every physical phenomena reflects a spiritual
reality, and the spiritual reality reflects man’s
Divine service.

Aperson can contemplate amatter thoroughly
in their mind and understand logically
why they need to act in a certain way, and
nevertheless that understanding can fail to
have a practical impact—it doesn't reach the
small veins in their hands or feet. The person
understands the matter logically, and may
even feel it in their heart. But it still doesn’t
reach their extremities—the fingers, toes,
and the heel of the foot which is supposed to
“run for a mitzvah?”

We need to work on this, to ensure that
whatever task we are focusing on should not
only be perfect in its natural place, but that it
should also reach and influence all of our other
elements. Our entire beings need to be fully
aligned with the particular point regarding
fulfilling G-d’s Will that we meditated on, or
developed emotions towards.
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C. Male and Female roles in the Jewish Home

>> The Rebbe

The general direction and the specific implementation

This is true regarding the personal divine service
of every individual, and it is also true regarding
the general structure of the home.

There are responsibilities that are born
primarily by men, and other responsibilities
born primarily by women.

It is a man’s responsibility to give a general
directive that the conduct of the home, the
education of the children, and the conduct of
the entire family should be in accordance with
the instructions of the Code of Jewish Law.

Buttranslatingthisgeneraldirectiveintodetailed
instructions, determining the particulars of
managing the house, educating the children,
and the conduct of all the family members so
that even the smallest detail of daily life should
reflect the truth of “Hear O Israel, the L-rd our
G-d, the L-rd is One” that the husband recites
in the morning—this depends primarily on the
wife, the mainstay of the home. She is the one
who implements this concept and applies it to
the practical conduct of the home, in all of its
details.
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We see this reflected clearly even by the
leaders of the Jewish people, all the way back
to the first Jew, Abraham.

Abraham gave a general directive regarding
the education of his children, “For I have
known him, because he directs his children
and his household after him to keep the
way of G-d by performing righteousness
and justice” But for the particular details
of education, how to teach the children,
which friends to shield them from, etc.—this
was all determined by Sarah. Abraham was
instructed, “whatever Sarah tells you, heed
her voice.

The same holds true for every Jewish woman,
all of whom are called “daughters of Sarah,
Rebbecca, Rachel, and Leah” When a Jewish
woman follows the example set by our
matriarchs, we are told “whatever Ssrah tells
you, heed her voice”” All of the specific details
of the fundamentals of the Jewish home, such
as educating the children, kosher food, proper
conduct, Shabbat and festival (including
adding time before Shabbat and the festivals),
etc.,, all depend on the Jewish woman.

The same division of responsibilities can be
seen among the “three shepherds” of the
Jewish people—Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

While still in Egypt Miriam worked, together
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with her mother, to raise a generation of
children who would go on to say “this is
my G-d and I will adorn Him.” We know
this because our sages inform us that the
midwives Shifrah and Puah were Yocheved
and her daughter Miriam.

Later as well, when the Jewish people were
in the desert, the water was in Miriam’s
merit. This means that Miriam imparted to
the Jewish people the quality of “water.” The
role of “water” was to carry the “manna,’ the
bread from Heaven, which represents the
passion for Judaism that we are given from
Above and bring it to all of the limbs and
veins of the body, every element in the lives
of the Jewish people.

After Miriam’s passing a special miracle was
required in order to bring the well back
through Moses and Aaron.

Like all Torah matters, this concept is also a
directive for our contemporary lives.

We must know that every Jewish woman
has the duty and merit of bringing the
Divine light of the “bread from Heaven” into
every Jewish home, just like Miriam did for
the entire Jewish people. She does so for
her personal home, her neighbor’s home,
and even for the Jew on the other side of
the world, because the Jewish people are a
single entity and responsible for each other.
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The verse states regarding Miriam “all of the
women followed her” This refers to all Jewish
women in all generations. They all follow
Miriam’s path and emulate her actions, bringing
the “water” of Miriam’s well and carrying the
“bread from Heaven” into all elements of the
Jewish home. Even the material elements of life
will be without difficulties and concealment,
and the money will be spent on healthy and
positive matters, good for Heaven and good for
fellow humans, good causes that bear fruit.

The above-related events with the well of
Miriam occurred during the fortieth year in the
desert for the generation that entered the Land
of Israel, as preparation for their entry. In our
time we find ourselves in a similar situation, as
we are the final generation of exile and very soon
the redemption will begin and we will enter the
Land of Israel, with strength, joy, and gladness.
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* As the Jewish people journeyed through the wilderness, they drank from

a miraculous well provided in Miriam's merit. This reflects a special

connection between water and Miriam the prophetess. What is the nature of

this connection?

* The role of water in the human body is to soften food and transport blood

to all parts of the body (Maimonides). In terms of Divine service, water

represents the process of carrying intellectual and emotional insights down

to actual deeds and practical application.
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* This principle also applies to the family structure in Judaism as well. The
husband’s role is to set the overall direction of the household according to the
path of the Torah. The wife’s role is to decide how to implement education in
a practical way, ensuring that general insights are realized in actual actions.

* This is the connection between the Jewish woman and water: guiding and
directing insights until they reach practical expression.

* Therefore, when a disagreement arises between Sarah and Abraham on
practical aspects of Isaac’s upbringing (whether Yishmael's influence is
positive or negative on Isaac’s education), G-d commands Abraham to listen
to Sarah.

Takeaway:

The man's role is to provide the household’s overarching vision—to educate the children in the way
of G-d. The woman’s role is to navigate and determine the practical method of implementation,
illuminating the home and guiding the children along the Torah path.
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