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THE POWER OF THE THREE-YEAR-OLD

Against the moral decline of society
stand Jewish women and girls on a
mission to brighten the darkness.

The Rebbe's Shabbat candle lighting campaign.
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Jews have always made an effort to brighten their lives. Women have a special role in this
regard: they light candles before Shabbat and holidays to bring more light into the home.

The Code of Jewish Law cites two reasons for candle lighting: peace in the home and enjoying
Shabbat. It emphasizes that this mitzvah is primarily the responsibility of women. (Source 1)

In the face of growing darkness, the Rebbe called to bring more light into the world, beginning
at home with Shabbat candles. The Rebbe added that this should be done by young girls as
well, not only married women.

An additional reason for the importance of young girls lighting Shabbat candles is that the
girls lighting candles can help influence their mothers to begin lighting Shabbat candles if
they didn't already.
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In this week’s Torah portion, we read about the successful mission of Eliezer, Abraham’s
servant, to find a match for Isaac: "Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother." Rashi
quotes the Midrash, which explains that when Rebecca entered Sarah’s tent, three miracles
that had occurred in Sarah's merit and had ceased at her passing reappeared: the cloud
above the tent, the blessing in the dough, and the candle that remained lit from Shabbat to
Shabbat (Source 3). This was what showed Isaac that Rebecca was the proper wife for him.

It is evident from this story that even before her marriage to Isaac, our matriarch Rebecca lit
Shabbat candles! This is inferred from the verse's order: first, she entered the tent, and the
miracle of the candles returned ("And Isaac brought her into the tent—and he saw that she
was like Sarah his mother"), and only afterward were they married ("And he took Rebecca,
and she became his wife").

According to Jewish law a man should light candles when there is no woman in the house,
so Abraham and Isaac had certainly already been lighting candles themselves. Nevertheless,
young Rebecca lit candles on her own.

The lesson from this is that even when there is an older woman lighting candles in the home,
the young daughter should also light candles, just as Rebecca did.



We see here another beautiful concept: although Abraham himself had been lighting
Shabbat candles since Sarah’s passing, the miracle did not occur for him; it occurred only
when Sarah and Rebecca lit the candles.

The reason this miracle happened specifically with the women’s lighting is because it is the
woman’s mission and role to manage and illuminate the home, and therefore, it was through
them that the miracle brought light to the home for the entire week.



Introduction

From the beginning of his leadership, the Rebbe passionately promoted the dissemination of
Judaism and the teachings of Chassidut, with the motto "Ufaratzta!" ("And you shall spread
out").

Later on, the Rebbe initiated special "campaigns" to encourage Jews to observe certain
practical mitzvot.

These campaigns were carefully selected by the Rebbe as "general mitzvot" that should
be observed with greater beauty and enthusiasm than any other mitzvah, because their
observance by each Jew affects not only the individual but the entire Jewish people as well.

The first campaign was the Tefillin Campaign, which the Rebbe announced before the Six-
Day War in 1967 as a means of protection for the Jews of Israel.

In 1971, the Rebbe launched the "Torah Study Campaign."

Over the course of 1974, the Rebbe introduced campaigns for mezuzah, tzedakah (charity),
and a home filled with Jewish books.

Toward the end of that year, about a week before the start of the new year, the Rebbe gave a
special talk to women, during which he announced a new campaign—"The Shabbat Candles
Campaign.”

In this class, we will study the Rebbe's talk in which he explained the background of the
campaign and why it is so important.
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A. The Shabbat Candle Lighting Campaign

student's 1ime passes and the world changes, so I wish
91 to raise a proposal in connection with these
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changes. The proposal is directly relevant to
unmarried Jewish girls.

By way of introduction:

Jewish people have always endeavored to
fill their lives with as much light as possible,
because Divine service must be carried out
with joy. The Torah is also called “the Torah
of light,” a Torah that illuminates our lives.

The Rebbe Rayatzrelated, among the wonder
and miracle stories about the Baal Shem
Tov, that the Baal Shem Tov liked when the
house was full of light—in the literal sense.

A house full of physical light reminds us all
that our role is to illuminate our homes,
and to extend that light even to the streets
outside.

Women have a mission and mitzvah in this
regard. Shabbat is a day of rest and calm,
during which we are free from work and
worries and able to devote more attention to
family, sharing words of Torah, and the like.
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As the day of Shabbat approaches we
welcome it into our homes by lighting
candles to illuminate the home.

Source 1 shulchan Aruch Harav 263:15

Our Sages ordained that on Shabbat, every person
should have a light burning—in each room that
he will enter on Shabbat—for the sake of peace in
the home, so that he and his household will not
stumble over a piece of wood or a stone.

Every person is also obligated to partake of his
Shabbat meal at night near the light of the lamp,
for this is included in the obligation of delighting
in the Shabbat. Indeed, the primary aspect of
the mitzvah of kindling lights is lighting a lamp
close to where one eats. One should be meticulous
in making this light beautiful. Anyone who is
meticulous in doing so will merit sons who are
Torah scholars, as implied by the verse: “A mitzvah
is a lamp and Torah, light.” The implication is that
the light of the Torah results from the lamp of
mitzvah.

There are those who place two wicks in this lamp,
intending for one light to recall the command
"Remember" and the other, "guard." When using
candles made of beeswax, tallow, or similar
materials, they light two candles. One may add
additional candles, kindling three or four, as it is
permitted to increase beyond the specified number
of lights with a specific intention, provided that
one does not light fewer than two...

Both men and women are obligated to have a light
burning in their homes on Shabbat. However,
women are charged with greater care concerning
this mitzvah, as they are more frequently found at
home and involved in household needs.

The first reason is "for the sake of peace in the home, so that one does not stumble over a piece
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of wood or a stone." When a person comes home in the middle of the week, they can turn on the
light at any time they wish. However, if they arrive home on Friday night after sunset, they can no
longer light a lamp, which could lead to stumbling and falling in their own home. In such a case,
they might immediately blame their spouse. Therefore, for the sake of peace in the home, the Sages
established the mitzvah of lighting Shabbat candles.

The second reason is for "the enjoyment of Shabbat." When a person sits in the dark while eating
the Shabbat meal, they do not truly enjoy the meal.

But why is it specifically the woman who is tasked with lighting the candles? Firstly, there is a
practical reason: "since women are generally at home and involved in the needs of the household."

However, when the light outside on the street
is continually diminishing, we cannot suffice
with the measure of light we had in the past.
We must add more light.

This is true about our current time. The
world outside is filled with wild events and
conduct, the types of which the world has
never seen before. These occurrences are
rooted in darkness, the lack of light that
some circles are suffering from. This makes it
all the more necessary to add light, true light
that can illuminate the darkness across the
entire world. We must light a lamp or at least
a small candle, in every place where we can
reach.

Aswith everything, the starting point is within
our own homes. As bright as our house has
been until now, we must illuminate it even
further, with physical light that is associated
with Torah, mitzvot, and Judaism.
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The mitzvah that expresses light in the
literal sense is the lighting of candles on
the eve of Shabbat and festivals. This is
how we welcome the Shabbat or festival
into our home and for our entire family.

Until now, the custom in many circles
has been that girls begin to light Shabbat
candles after their marriage. Until then,
they fulfill their obligation through their
mother's candle lighting, and she has this
in mind when she lights the candles.

Now that darkness has increased outside,
we should add light in our homes by having
girls before marriage also light Shabbat
candles.

Recent years have seen an additional
unfortunate development.

In better times of the past all Jewish
mothers kindled Shabbat candles. Their
home was therefore constantly bright,
starting with Shabbat, from which light
flows to all of the following weekdays (the
same is true of festivals).

In the recent irregular times there are
Jewish homes in which, for whatever
reason, the mother is unfortunately
completely unaware of the mitzvah of
lighting candles for Shabbat and festivals.
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This isn't her fault—either she wasn’t
taught about it, a breach was caused by the
upheavals and wars, or some other reason
led to her being unaware of the mitzvah.

In such homes it is sometimes easier to
get the daughter to light candles, and the
mother will follow later.

This has already happened in a number
of homes. The daughter started lighting
candles and this affected the entire home
by introducing the light of Judaism. A few
days or weeks later, the mother followed
her daughter’s lead and also started lighting
candles.

Thispracticeshould thereforebeintroduced,
to add Jewish light by having young girls
light Shabbat candles. This should be done
by young girls before marriage, and even
before bat mitzvah age—as soon as they are
able to start making blessings and recite
Shema Yisrael they should begin lighting
Shabbat candles. This practice should be
promoted as broadly as possible, so that
it should eventually reach even those few
homes that are still unaware of Judaism.

Women—and especially those that are
teachers—certainly see and understand what
a powerful positive impact this practice will
have on young girls, when they are told that
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they are now “independent” in terms of
their ability to add light to their homes
by lighting candles before Shabbat and
festivals.

They light the candles with a blessing, in
which they express their gratitude to G-d
for giving the mitzvah of lighting candles,
and describe G-d as the “king of the
universe”

This shows that a young girl adding Jewish
light in her home impacts the entire world,
making the world at least a little better
than it was before she kindled her candle.

When many Jewish girls will add light, it
will eventually illuminate their homes,
the Jews around them, and ultimately the
entire world. This light will cause everyone
to stop thinking about negative matters,
and rather devote their minds to good
and proper conduct. When we are talking
about Jews, this means following the path
of Torah.

This willilluminate the final days of exile and
usher in the redemption by our righteous
Moshiach, speedily in our time.
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Following the Rebbe's address, thousands of Chabad chassidim worldwide took to the streets for
the Shabbat candle lighting campaign. Women set up distribution stations on city streets, and
girls visited hospitals, going from room to room to encourage young women and women to light
Shabbat candles. (At that time, lighting candles in hospitals was permitted.) Later, flyers were



printed, candles were distributed, special candlesticks were manufactured, and matchboxes with
printed blessings were purchased.

A New Target Audience That Raised Opposition

Previous campaigns (tefillin, mezuzah, charity, and holy books in the home) were primarily
aimed at non-observant communities, as these mitzvot are fundamental and commonly observed
in religious communities. However, this campaign was unique in that it targeted even the
traditionally observant community. Traditionally, the custom in much of the Jewish world was
for only married women to light Shabbat candles, with the practice beginning at marriage and
not before. The Rebbe, however, in this campaign, encouraged even young girls to light Shabbat
candles.

Among chassidim, the campaign sparked great excitement, and there was significant interest
from the general public. Yet, in parts of the religious community, there was some resistance,
especially toward the idea of young girls lighting Shabbat candles before marriage.

(The Rebbe explained that, in previous generations, it was common for unmarried girls to light
candles, but this custom somehow fell out of practice. Encouraging young girls to start lighting
candles is simply the revival of a forgotten custom.)

Six weeks after the campaign began, during the Torah reading of Chayei Sarah, the Rebbe again
spoke about the new initiative at a farbrengen, showing how the Torah itself proves that our
matriarch Rebecca lit Shabbat candles even before her marriage.
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B. The Scriptural Source

>> The Rebbe
Living With The Times

The Alter Rebbe famously said that we %@ P11 97 S wmanp 7

can—and must—derive a contemporary  yyawn DwADn IR TINSY WOHN)
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lesson that shows us that Shabbat candles ~ 719°D 2NN NI N1 2w PIyAw O°XM
are relevant as soon as a girl reaches the W@ 72 T2 91 ,T°N2 N33 Ay anwn
age of education. It is surprising that no AR DR NY 7Y 1050 XD 7895 XYD
one noticed this clear lesson until now. JINWIDIW 71D°02 NRXNIT 771730

Before we study the Rebbe's talk, let's provide some background on the Torah portion he focuses
on:

Abraham Sends Eliezer to Find a Match for Isaac

Abraham, advanced in age, decides it is time to seek a suitable match for his beloved son, Isaac.
He calls upon his devoted servant, Eliezer, and makes him swear: "Go to my homeland and find a
suitable match there."

Eliezer asks, "If the young woman refuses to come with me to the land of Canaan, should I take
your son to Charan?" Abraham firmly answers, "No." He assures Eliezer, "The Creator of the world
will send His angel before you, and you will find the right match." Eliezer vows to carry out his
mission as instructed.

Eliezer Arrives in Aram Naharaim

In the evening, Eliezer reaches the city of Aram Naharaim with ten camels and an abundance of
goods. Standing by the well, he prays to the Creator: "The young women of the city are coming to
draw water. I will ask them for water, and the girl who readily says, 'Drink, and I will also draw
water for your camels,’ will be Isaac’s future wife."

Even as he prays, a beautiful young woman arrives at the well. It is Rebecca, the granddaughter
of Nachor, Abraham’s brother. Eliezer asks her for water, and she responds, "Drink, and I will also
draw for your camels." Astonished, Eliezer quickly presents her with jewelry as a gift.
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Eliezer Visits Rebecca’s Family

Rebecca invites Eliezer to her family’s home, where he recounts his story. Rebecca eagerly agrees

to the match, and her family sends her off with blessings and good wishes.

Returning to Canaan: Isaac Marries Rebecca

The caravan returns to Canaan at evening time, where Isaac is praying in the field. Upon seeing

him, Rebecca dismounts from her camel and covers her head out of respect.

Isaac brings Rebecca into his mother’s tent, marries her, and loves her.

The Only Sign Necessary

Source 2 cenesis 2:67

Isaac brought Rebecca into the tent of his
mother Sarah. He took her as his wife, and he
loved her. Isaac was then consoled over the
loss of his mother.

Rashi

Into the tent of his mother Sarah. The
phrase is superfluous and is written to
indicate Rebecca’s merit: He brought
her into the tent and “she was his
mother Sarah” — in other words, she
became exactly like his mother Sarah.
For as long as Sarah was alive, the
lamp would remain lit in her tent from
one Shabbat eve until the next Shabbat
eve, there was always a blessing (i.e., a
miraculous increase) in the dough, and
a cloud constantly hovered over the
tent, but since she died all these had
ceased. And when Rebecca came they
resumed (Bereshit Rabbah).
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On the verse “Isaac brought Rebecca into the
tent of his mother Sarah” Rashi cites Bereishit
Rabbah which explains that this means that
when Rebecca entered the tent, Isaac saw
that she was exactly like his mother Sarah.

How did he see this? The Midrash explains
that when Sarah was alive “the lamp would
remain lit in her tent from one Shabbat eve
until the next Shabbat eve and after her
death the lamp was extinguished. When Isaac
brought Rebecca into Sarah’s tent he saw that
she was like his mother because the miracle
of the lamp burning from one Shabbat eve to
the next resumed.

The simple meaning of the Torah is that
Rebecca lit Shabbat candles. This is how the
Midrash explains the verse, and Rashi cites
it in his commentary, which is devoted to
explaining the simple meaning of the Torah to
a beginner student.

This candle lighting couldn't have begun
after she married Isaac. The verse first states
“Isaac brought Rebecca into the tent,” and
he immediately saw that she was just like his
mother Sarah because the lamp she lit burned
from one Shabbat eve to the next. This caused
him to later take Rebecca as his wife. We see
from the sequence of events that Rebecca was
already lighting candles before her marriage.
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Jewish law instructs that when a wife isn't
lighting Shabbat candles—for whatever
reason—the husband is obligated to light
them.

Since Abraham observed all of the mitzvot,
both Biblical and Rabbinic, it is clear that
after the death of Sarah at the beginning
of this week’s portion he began lighting
Shabbat candles himself, starting on the first
Friday. He would have continued doing this
throughout the three years until Rebecca
came.

Therefore, it’s not that the tent had been
dark without candles when Rebecca arrived.
Abraham had been lighting the candles, or
Isaac, or perhaps both of them.

Nevertheless, Rebecca didn't suffice with
candles lit by Abraham, who was “elderly
and advanced in years,” or with candles lit by
forty-year-old Isaac. She insisted on lighting
candles herself as well.

The Torah relates this clearly.

There is a powerful lesson for us here.

Even when a young girl is living in a home
where there is an adult obligated in candle
lighting who lights candles every week, and
even when that adult is a great and righteous
person, the girl should still light candles, just
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like Rebecca. Rebecca did this in the home in
which Abraham and Isaac lit candles, and no
one is more righteous than them.

There is another incredible point here.

We noted that Abraham certainly lit candles
himself every Friday, but his candle lighting,
and that of Isaac as well, did not accomplish
the great miracle of “the lamp would remain lit
from one Shabbat eve until the next Shabbat
eve” like it did for Sarah, and then Rebecca
when she began lighting candles at age three.

This shows us the incredible power of the
mitzvah of candle lighting, even when it is
done by very young girls. Every Jewish girl
is a daughter of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and
Leah, and her candle lighting illuminates
her entire home all week long, until the next
Friday.

The only difference is that the candles of
Sarah and Rebecca expressed this quality in a
physical and revealed form, with the physical
candle miraculously burning from Friday to
Friday.

But the deeper concept is true of everyone
lighting Shabbat candles, even though it is
not apparent to the naked eye. The actions
of our patriarchs and matriarchs empower
us, their children, so that every daughter
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of Sarah, Rebecca, etc. has the power to
illuminate the entire week with the light of
her mitzvah of candle lighting.

Why did only the candles of Sarah and
Rebecca—and those of their daughters in all
generations—burn from Friday to Friday, but
not those of Abraham and Jewish men? We
can understand this based on a teaching of
the Sages about the difference between men
and women. The Sages say that the man’s
role is to “bring in the wheat” to the home,
while the woman’s role is to turn the wheat
into edible food.

G-d designed the nature of the world such
that men by nature are “conquerors” who
acquire things from the outside world and
bring them into their homes. For women, by
contrast, “the glory of a princess is inside”—
her role as the mainstay of the home, inside
the home, is to transform and refine the
elements brought in from the outside and
make them fit for human consumption, and
even for for the consumption of G-d, the
Supernal Man.

As a result, when Abraham lit candles they
didn’t miraculously illuminate the house in
the physical sense—because this wasn't his
specific role.

Sarah and Rebecca, followed by all of their
daughters were charged by G-d with the role
and mission of managing the home, including
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its physical elements. They therefore
have the power to illuminate their
homes constantly with the light of their
candles, so that all week long it will be
openly apparent that this is a home in
which a daughter of Sarah and Rebecca
lit candles.

This underlines the importance and
merit of working to ensure that all Jewish
girls light Shabbat and festival candles,
from as soon as they reach the age of
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Lighting the candles of Shabbat should
lead, as the Midrash states, to G-d
“showing us the lights of Zion” in the true
and complete redemption, very soon.
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e A few years after the start of the Shabbat candle lighting campaign,

during one of the Chabad Women and Girls' conventions, the Rebbe spoke
at length about the initiative. After the talk, as he left the '770' study
hall, the Rebbe stopped to speak with Mrs. Esther Sternberg, asking
her to arrange a prominent ad in the New York Times with the Shabbat
candle lighting times. An ad was quickly arranged and later appeared in
other leading newspapers. This advertisement became a regular feature.
Every Friday, at the bottom of the front page of one of the world's most
prominent newspapers, a small ad appeared listing candle lighting times
for New York, with a phone number to call for lighting times around
the world. This understated, simple ad brought global awareness to the
mitzvah that G-d entrusted to Jewish women and girls — to illuminate
the world.
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The 2100 Edition

In honor of January 1, 2000, the first day of the new millenium, the New
York Times published a mock front-page edition dated Friday, January
1, 2100. This futuristic issue included headlines about robots demanding
equality, politicians abusing weather-controlling satellites, the scores
of sports games yet to be invented, and more. But in the bottom right
corner, a small ad announced the Shabbat candle lighting times for New
York and surrounding areas, complete with a "touch [here]" to access
times for other locations.

This delightful surprise caught Mrs. Sternberg’s attention. She hadn’t
paid for this striking advertisement! When she contacted the New York
Times editors, they told her this was the only item chosen unanimously
by the editors for inclusion in the 2100 edition. For all other headlines,
there were debates about their likelihood a century into the future. But
on one thing, no one had any doubt — that Jewish women and girls would
continue lighting Shabbat candles every Friday...
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Stories From the Trenches (Teacher's edition only)

About a year after the campaign began, on the 6th of Tishrei 1975, the Rebbe dedicated a talk to
the topic, in which he shared two anecdotes that demonstrated how a young girl's kindling of a

Shabbat candle led to a positive transformation in the lives of the entire family.

There was a story with a little girl, 5 or 6 years
old, who went to a non-religious school in the
Holy Land. One day, another girl came and
told her about the mitzvah of lighting Shabbat
candles, explaining that although she (the
speaker) was still before her bat mitzvah, and
even more so for the girls she was speaking
to, who were 5-6 years old or even younger,
they could, for the sake of education, fulfill
this mitzvah on behalf of G-d, say a specific
blessing (and if they want, they could give a
coin to charity), and usher in Shabbat with
this mitzvah.

When the little girl came home and told her
mother this (I don’t know if it was Thursday or
Friday, or even Wednesday), the mother said
that she didn't know about any of this (since
she was a little girl who had been raised in
a non-Jewish society where they didn’t know
about such things). “Where does it say that
the mother, the ‘housewife; should not do
something specific, and the little girl will
teach her how to establish new practices at
home?” she wondered.
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And as is the way with little children—as
mentioned in Chassidus—that they immediately
get upset and angry without limitations, the
child began to cry, saying, “What does it matter
to you, Mother? I'm not asking for anything.
I have a candlestick and a candle, and I know
when the time for lighting Shabbat candles is.
I know the blessing (because I received a sheet
with all the instructions—since they don’t need
to learn the language, as it’s the language they
speak from childhood). I'm only asking for
permission to do it”

And since she made such a noise (“A gevald!”)
with her crying, the mother said that she could
do as she wished, as long as she stopped crying
and left her alone!

Then the little girl was overjoyed, and before
Shabbat began, she placed the candle on the
table where they eat, lit it, and recited the
blessing. She felt herself “uplifted, beyond and
above!” And when she was told that on Shabbat,
one must not touch or move the candle, she
went back and forth, warning all the members
of the house not to touch or extinguish the
candle, etc.

When the mother and father (I don't know if
she had brothers or sisters, etc.) saw that this
wasn't such a terrible thing (“It’s not such a big
deal!”), the following Friday they let her light
the candles without protest, but with the same

joy and sincerity, which also affected the rest of
the household.
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And after a few Shabbatot had passed, they
stopped using the television while the
candles were burning. When they were asked
(whether by the mother to the father or vice
versa): “What'’s this about?” they responded
that it was inappropriate to do so while the
candles were burning, and the little girl was
walking around and singing that this was a
holy Shabbat. As long as the candles were still
on the table, they couldn't bring themselves
to turn on the television. Later, the phone
rang, and they didn’t go to answer it.

Afterward, the mother started to notice
that it seemed strange when a neighbor or
friend would come in and see just one candle
burning, and her daughter was so full of joy
for having lit the Shabbat candle, saying it
was a holy candle for a holy day, etc., while
she (the mother) was still dressed in weekday
clothes... This simply wasn't right! And so, the
mother, the housewife, decided: “That’s it,
I too will begin to light candles!” As women
do, she changed into a special and important
dress that was fitting for Shabbat and Yom
Tov, and from that moment, she no longer
wanted to engage in activities that could soil
or stain her dress...

When she started to light the candles, she
couldn’t bring herself to go to the stove and
light the fire afterward! She had just lit a
Shabbat candle and recited the blessing that it
was “a Shabbat holy candle,” so how could she
immediately go to prepare dinner by lighting a
fire, etc.? (The Rebbe continued with a smile:)
But since it was impossible to eat cold food,
they started preparing “chulent”
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And when they started preparing the chulent, it
also influenced the next day’s meal.

As mentioned, now the whole story can be told,
because they are already at the level of Ba'alei
Teshuvah. As a result of the one candle that the
little girl started lighting (after the noise and
crying), after a few weeks, they began to be
careful not to engage in weekday work while
the candles were burning. Later, the mother
also started lighting Shabbat candles, and thus
the entire household was transformed.

And how did it all begin? From the Shabbat
candle, which was kindled for educational
purposes, but through it, not only was the little
girl's education affected—so that when she
reaches bat mitzvah, she will fulfill the mitzvah
in its entirety—but through it, she “educated”
the entire household. And as mentioned above,
this wasn’t an isolated incident, but rather there
were several similar cases.
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* From the very beginning of their existence, the Jewish people have had a

special mission: to illuminate the world.

* The Jewish woman has a particular role in this mission—lighting Shabbat

candles that illuminate the entire home.

* In our time, when darkness increases in the world, we must add more light

than ever before. Therefore, even young girls, from the age of education,

should light Shabbat candles.

* The fact that the little girls light candles brings an additional advantage:

that their mothers (in cases where they are not accustomed to lighting) will
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student's join them and light candles as well.
pg. 13
* This mitzvah will positively impact the young girls, empowering them and

adding light to the home and the world.

* In our Torah portion, we read about the match between Isaac and Rebecca.
The Midrash tells us that when Rebecca arrived at Sarah’s tent, she lit Shabbat
candles and rekindled the miracle that the Shabbat candle would burn all
week long. This convinced Isaac that Rebecca was the right match for him,
and they married.

* From this sequence, we can deduce that Rebecca lit Shabbat candles before
her marriage.

Student's * Although Abraham had been lighting Shabbat candles every week since
P Sarahs passing, Rebecca did not rely on this arrangement and lit her own
candles. This teaches us that a daughter should light candles even when her

mother already does so.

* We see a powerful lesson here: the miracle of the candles did not happen
when Abraham lit the Shabbat candles, but only when Sarah and Rebecca did.

* The reason for this distinction is that women are given the role of managing
the home and illuminating it. Therefore, they alone have the power to create
the miracle that the light from the candle will last the entire week.

Takeaway:

Student's Each Jewish woman and girl has the power to bring light and joy to her home, and from there, to
14
" the entire world. This unique power is reserved for them alone, and with it, they can bring about the

miracle that even Abraham did not experience—illuminating the home throughout the week.

We should all join the Rebbe’s Shabbat Candle Lighting Campaign and encourage every woman and
girl to light Shabbat candles.
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