THE SHOFAR OF LOVE

The prophets of Israel prophesied about the shofars that will herald
the coming of the Messiah. The Rebbe explains that these shofar
blasts were expressed by the terrible world wars on the one hand,
and the victory of the Six Day War on the other hand.

A fascinating exploration of the deeper meaning of the shofar blasts
and their role in preparation humankind for the upcoming redemption.
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The prophets Zechariah and Isaiah prophesy that before the coming of the Mashiach, the
sound of a shofar will be heard throughout the world (sources 1-2). However, each prophet
expresses this in a different way. Zechariah speaks in the language of war, while Isaiah
focuses on the ingathering of exiles.

The Rebbe cites the explanation of the Rebbe Rayatz as to why a shofar is needed:

Since the Jews are scattered and lost in all corners of the earth, both physically and spiritually,
how will it be possible to gather them back to the Jewish people and the Land of Israel? For
this, the shofar blast is necessary.

Zechariah prophesies about a shofar blast that expresses the birth pangs of the Mashiach in
the form of war and destruction that will come upon the enemies of the Jews, and will also
remind the Jewish people of their roots.

Isaiah, on the other hand, prophesies about a shofar of great love, a call of fatherly closeness
from our Father in Heaven, which will awaken the Jewish soul within every Jew and bring
them back to their people.

In this talk, the Rebbe explains further:

The Redemption will bring a profound and fundamental change to the world, and humanity
needs to be prepared for this new reality. The shofar blast represents events that will shake
up the world in general, and the Jewish people in particular.

The prophecies foresee two distinct stages in the preparation for the Redemption: Zechariah
prophesies about a stage of tumultuous wars that will overturn the world order, while Isaiah
prophesies about a later stage when there will be a fatherly call of closeness from G-d to the
Jewish people, which will cause even the "lost and dispersed" Jews to return home.

(Who are these lost and dispersed Jews? "The lost in the land of Assyria" refers to Jews who
have sunk into the pleasures of a comfortable life to the point where exile seems good to
them. "The dispersed in the land of Egypt" refers to Jews suffering so greatly in exile that
they no longer feel the capacity for spirituality. Both of these groups will be awakened by the
sound of the shofar.)
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The Rebbe goes on to explain that these two prophecies have already been fulfilled:

Zechariah's prophecy was realized during World War I and World War II, when the world
was shaken by fierce wars, and the Jewish people endured tremendous suffering in the
birth pangs of Mashiach.

Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled during the Six-Day War, when the war and the miraculous
victory caused a profound spiritual awakening among Jews worldwide. This was G-d's
fatherly call to the divine soul within each Jew, urging them to return to Him.

G-d is now waiting for us to take advantage of this opportunity and awaken in repentance,
and then Mashiach will come and bring us out of exile.

(Perhaps we can say that we have experienced both types of shofars in the past year: the
shofar of war during the events of Simchat Torah, and the shofar of love in the release of
some of the captives and the great positive shift we have seen in recent weeks.)



Introduction

In this week’s class we will study a profound address of the Rebbe on the prophecies of
redemption of Zechariah and Isaiah, and their fulfillment in today’s day and age.
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Preface: The Shofar Blasts on Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur

On Rosh Hashanah, the primary mitzvah is the sounding of the shofar, and at the conclusion of
Yom Kippur, we blow the shofar again.

A question for the participants: Do you feel any difference in the atmosphere between the shofar
blowing on Rosh Hashanah and the shofar blowing on Yom Kippur? Where is there more joy after
the blast — on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur?

The answer is that on Rosh Hashanah, the shofar blasts occur in the middle of the prayer service,
and afterward, we continue to pray and request a good year, so the atmosphere remains serious.
In contrast, the shofar blowing on Yom Kippur happens at the end of the day, after G-d has
already forgiven us and sealed us for a good and sweet year. It heralds the conclusion of Yom
Kippur and the end of the fast.

Beyond the natural joy of going home to eat, there is also great spiritual joy because all our sins
have just been forgiven, and we are as pure as angels. Great joy could be seen on the Rebbe’s face
at the end of the fast. There was a 180-degree change—from the deep seriousness of Yom Kippur
straight to the joy of Sukkot.

Every aspect of Judaism has historical roots and inspiration. The two types of shofar blasts on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur remind us of the first historical shofar blast at the giving of the
Torah, and the second, less known, shofar blast that occurred at the conclusion of the Torah’s
giving.

The first shofar blast is described in the Torah in Parshat Yitro during the giving of the Torah:
"And the sound of the shofar grew louder and louder." This shofar sound woke up the people who
were sleeping in the camp, as it says: "And it was on the third day in the morning, and there was
thunder and lightning... and a very loud shofar blast, and all the people in the camp trembled."

(It’s like when the rabbi arrives at the synagogue and is the only one there, and only after ten or
twenty minutes, people begin to arrive. He should not lose heart. Even G-d, when He came to give
the Torah, found that everyone was still in bed!)

But there is another "shofar blast" in the story of Mount Sinai. In the preparations for the giving of
the Torah, it is related that G-d commanded Moses to warn the Jewish people that no one should
dare approach the mountain: "Beware of ascending the mountain or touching its edge," and only
"when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast, they may go up the mountain." Rashi explains: "When



the shofar is drawn out in a long blast, it is a sign of the departure of the Shechinah (Divine
Presence) and the cessation of the sound, and once the Shechinah departs, they are permitted to
ascend the mountain."

The Chizkuni brings an interesting point in his commentary: "When the ram’s horn sounds... but
it is not the shofar of the giving of the Torah, this shofar blast came after the Mishkan (Tabernacle)
was erected, and then Moses blew the shofar and gave permission to the people to ascend — Rabbi
Saadya Gaon." (The Ibn Ezra also mentions Rabbi Saadya Gaon’s opinion on this verse.)

Rabbi Saadya Gaon explains that in addition to the famous shofar blast at the giving of the Torah,
there was another shofar blast, which served as a sign of the departure of the Shechinah from the
mountain and permission for the people to ascend it.

On the holidays, we blow the shofar twice: once on Rosh Hashanah with all the excitement and
once at the conclusion of Yom Kippur after the Neilah prayer. These two shofar blasts symbolize
the shofar blasts at the giving of the Torah: the shofar blast on Rosh Hashanah symbolizes and
reminds us of the "great shofar sound" at the giving of the Torah, while the shofar blast at the
conclusion of Yom Kippur symbolizes the second blast. As the Alter Rebbe writes in his Shulchan
Aruch: "The reason for this blast is that it is a sign of the departure of the Shechinah above, just
as it was at the giving of the Torah when the Shechinah ascended, it is written, 'when the ram’s
horn sounds....”

Shofar Blasts in Jewish History

In addition to the blasts at the beginning and end of the giving of the Torah, what other shofar
blasts do we know of in history?

* The shofar blast during the conquest of Jericho.

* The 300 shofar blasts during Gideon's war.

* The shofar blasts during times of trouble and war.

* Of course, the shofar blast when the Mashiach arrives — the shofar of the Mashiach.

We see that the history of the Jewish people is deeply connected to the shofar. From the beginning
of our history at the giving of the Torah until the coming of the Mashiach, everything involves
the shofar. So when we blow the shofar on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur, it’s not just a mitzvah.
We are connecting to a chain that began at the giving of the Torah and will continue until the
Mashiach. We are another link in this special chain of light.

In this lesson, we will focus on the shofar blast of the Mashiach.

But first, we need to preface. In science, there is exact science, and then there is proven historical
knowledge where everything is clear. But there is also a (relatively new) field called "futurology."



People study it, write theories, and lecture on it at universities, etc.

"Futurology (or 'the study of the future') is a field that seeks to identify trends developing in the past
and present and to draw conclusions about their possible development in the future. Futurology
does not claim to predict the future precisely but rather points to existing trends and analyzes
what is expected based on them" (Wikipedia).

In Judaism, we also have these two definitions. There are the mitzvot and halachot, where
knowledge is precise. We know exactly how tefillin should look and how a mezuzah is written,
and so on. But there are also aspects in Judaism that fall under the category of "Futurology."
For example, how the coming of the Mashiach will look and what the exact processes will be
when he comes. This, we do not know exactly. We read the prophecies in the Tanach, analyze the
meaning of the words, and based on that, we make educated guesses about what will happen. But
as Maimonides said: "All these matters and the like, no person will know how they will be until
they happen."



A. The Shofar of Mashiach

Source 1 zechariah 9:14
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Student's G-d will appear over them, and His arrows

P91 will go forth like lightning. G-d the L-rd

will sound the shofar, and He will go in the
whirlwinds of the south.

Steinsaltz commentary:

Student's Over them: Over the Jewish people. His N2 Y — ophy 'm
pg.1 arrows will go forth like lightning: G-d’s  X¥1 787X
arrows will strike the enemy like lightning. 19791 RN XN 2722
Sound the shofar: As it is sounded in war. DR TR 272 N3
South: the southernmost point. ooniPR M ,D02%iNn
3 YR 9w
ARTR2 DYRing
1R Y NiyeR 12
0T nYR?
Metzudat David
Student's G-d will appear over them: G-d will reveal mOSRY I::P’z;; ™
pg.1 His presence over them (the Jews) to fight on  inpPow by 9w

their behalf. His arrows, meaning His decrees
and judgments, will strike the enemies
quickly and brilliantly, like lightning.

Sound the shofar: This is metaphorically
described as a mighty warrior blowing the
shofar before going to war. It is a symbolic
representation of the start of battle and the
call to attack.

Will go: G-d will advance like a stormy wind,
with intense anger, and move toward the
south to destroy it. This refers to the region
in the southern part of the Land of Israel.
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Source 2 isaiah 27:12-13
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Two prophets, Isaiah and Zechariah, speak about the sounding of the shofar that will be heard in
the world before the coming of Mashiach. However, the tone is slightly different. In one prophecy,
war is emphasized, while in the other, war is not mentioned. Why is that?

>> The Rebbe
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During the period of exile the Jewish people
are dispersed throughout the world, even in
remote places with only a handful of Jews.
G-d will therefore need to gather them
one by one and return them to the Jewish
people.

Due to the great darkness of exile there
are some Jews that have assimilated so
deeply that they are “lost” and banished,
G-d forbid. This raises the question, how
will Isaiah’s prophecy of G-d gathering the
people one by one be fulfilled?

The answer is “on that day a great shofar will
be sounded” On the eve of redemption there
will be a Divinely inspired arousal that will
shake and awaken each and every Jew, even
“ those lost in the land of Assyria and those
banished in the land of Egypt,” and they too
will “come and prostrate themselves before
G-d on the holy mountain in Jerusalem.”
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The purpose of Mashiach is to gather all the Jews and bring them to the Land of Israel. But how
will he accomplish this?

Let’s imagine that in the near future, a leader is chosen in Israel who unites all parts of the nation
and skillfully brings everyone to a middle path, establishing peace and tranquility in the Land
of Israel. Do you see all of American Jewry packing their bags and coming to Israel? Not at all—
perhaps only a certain percentage. Why? Because they are comfortable in America. So, what will
Mashiach do? How will he convince everyone to come to Israel?

Furthermore, it's not enough just to bring the Jews physically to the Land of Israel. They must also
be united emotionally and ideologically. For example, after the founding of the state, millions of
Jews arrived from war-torn Europe and the Arab countries. The young state hoped that everyone
would enter the melting pot and become one homogeneous society. But in reality, this melting
pot didn’'t work. It's not enough to simply bring people to one place physically; there must be a
spiritual awakening.



This is the role of the shofar that will be heard before the coming of Mashiach. The shofar will shake
everyone, causing people to wake up from their daily routine, think about their true purpose in
life, and where they truly belong. Then, when Mashiach comes, they will be ready for his call to
return home and unite with the Jewish people.
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The discourse continues and cites
Zechariah’s prophecy about the
Messianic era: “G-d the L-rd will
sound the shofar, and He will go in the
whirlwinds of the south” The Rebbe
Rayatz explains that the verse “G-d the
L-rd will sound the shofar” is referring
to a shofar of war, whose goal is to
destroy the lands of the nations that
have sinned, particularly against the
Jewish people. As the verse continues,
“He will go in the whirlwinds of the
south,” meaning that the entire world
will be shaken by the winds of war
among the nations.

This shofar represents the birth
pangs of the Mashiach on the eve
of his arrival. After this comes the
second shofar, “a great shofar will be
sounded,” a loving call from our Father
in Heaven, arousing the Jewish core
that every Jew possesses, even those
that are “lost” and banished”

The verse “a great shofar will be
sounded” follows the verse “You will
be gathered one by one, O children of
Israel,” an expression of great love. We
see that the Jewish people won't be
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expelled from exile by force, but rather they
will leave on their own volition. Every Jew will
eagerly desire to leave exile and reach the
destination of “prostrating themselves before
G-d on the holy mountain in Jerusalem.” This
desire is a result of the loving call of the sound
of the great shofar.
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In the talk that followed the discourse, the Rebbe continued to explain:

In our personal lives the shofar serves
as a powerful wake-up call, even though
sometimes we don't understand logically
where it is coming from. As the verse states,
“Will a shofar sound in a city, and the people
not tremble?”

The Messianic era will effect a fundamental
change in the world. In addition to the
Jewish people, it will also affect the non-
Jews, “repairing the world under G-d’s rule”
We must therefore prepare the world for
this state, and especially the Jewish people,
who will be “gathered one by one,” with “G-d
Himself holding them by hand, each person
from their place”

This preparation is made by the two types
of shofar—events that shake the world as a
whole and the Jewish people in particular—in
order to prepare them for redemption.
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The two prophecies represent two different
stages in the preparations for redemption:

(@) Zechariah’s prophecy “G-d the L-rd God
will sound the shofar, and He will go in the
whirlwinds of the south, and (b) Isaiah’s
prophecy “It will come to pass on that day, that
a great shofar will be sounded, and those lost
in the land of Assyria and those banished in the
land of Egypt will come and they will prostrate
themselves before G-d on the holy mountain in
Jerusalem.

Zechariah prophesied about the first stage, in
which there will be an upheaval and “shofar”
of wars between the nations that will upend
the world order. During this time the Jewish
people will experience the terrible birth pangs
of Mashiach, reminding even the distant Jews
of their Jewishness.

Isaiah prophesied about the next stage, closer
to the arrival of Mashiach, in which we will
experience the “great shofar” that will shake up
every Jew—even the most distant—and awaken
them with G-d’s loving fatherly call. This call
will even affect those Jews who are “lost in the
land of Assyria” and “banished in the land of

Egypt.”

This wake-up call will shake up the distant
Jew and erase their previous state, leading
them to “prostrate themselves before G-d
on the holy mountain in Jerusalem,” inspiring
deep devotion to G-d and observance of his
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mitzvot with true fear of Heaven. Ultimately
we will experience the literal fulfillment of
“prostrate themselves before G-d on the
holy mountain in Jerusalem” when we all
leave exile and Mashiach leads us to the holy
mountain in Jerusalem.
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Let’s return to the discourse, where the Rebbe continues to explain why the Jewish people need a
great shofar to awaken them and help them return to themselves.

The loving wake-up call from our Father
in Heaven to arouse the core Jewish spark
that every Jew possesses—even the lost and
banished Jews—is called the “great shofar”

In order to arouse the core Jewish spark in
every Jew, even the lost and banished Jews, a
regular shofar isn't enough—a “great shofar”
is needed. “Due to our sins we were exiled
from our land,” and some of us even reached
the state of “lost” and “banished,” “lost in the
land of Assyria and those banished in the
land of Egypt”

Assyria and Egypt represent two different
types of exile. Assyria in Hebrew is Ashur,
which is associated with delight and
pleasure. As Sennacherib said to the Jews he
took into exile in Assyria, “I will come and
take you to a land like your own,” “each of
you will eat fruit from your own vine and fig
tree.” By following the counsel of the negative
inclination, who leads people astray step by
step, and indulging excessively in material
pleasures we can reach the point of being

“lost” and not even wanting to leave exile.
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Egypt was an exile so restrictive that not even
a single slave was able to escape. The Jews
were enslaved there with harsh labor, and
they even placed Jewish children inside the
walls. Such terrible oppression can lead to
people getting “lost” This is what happened in
the original Egyptian exile: Even after Moses
told them that G-d had told him “I have surely
remembered you,” using the words that the
people knew were a sign of their imminent
redemption, the people didn't listen to him
“because of their discouragement and harsh
labor” A simple shofar would therefore be
insufficient to arouse them.

This is why the verse states “a great shofar will
be sounded” Prior to the redemption there
will be a call of arousal from Above, through
the blowing of the great shofar.

This will arouse those “lost in Assyria” and
“banished in Egypt” “and they will prostrate
themselves before G-d.” They will be gathered
one by one in the complete redemption by
our righteous Mashiach who will gather all of
the dispersed Jews, speedily in our days.
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B. The Shofars Have Already Sounded ...

In the next part of the talk, the Rebbe spoke heavenly words and explained that the two types
of shofar blasts prophesied by Zechariah and Isaiah have already occurred. The Rebbe detailed

exactly when:

>> The Rebbe

Zechariah’s prophecy—WWI and WWII

Studeg;’g The first stage, during which the prophecy

of Zechariah was fulfilled, was the period of
World War I, and even more so, World War
II. During this time the entire world was
shaken by turbulent wars, and the Jewish
people suffered extremely difficult birth
pangs of Mashiach.

In further detail:

World War I began with the assassination
of a single person, which led to a war that
engulfed and inflamed the entire world.

World War II was begun by a completely
unworthy person, a person devoid of any
redeeming qualities. He was so empty that
initially he didn't even have the trait of
brazenness, as is known about his personal
history. Nevertheless, over eighty million
people in his country became so fearful that
they accepted his authority completely. The
entire world was also too afraid to stop him
initially, even though they knew clearly that
he was planning on devouring them all.
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During these two wars the entire world
trembled and shook. The causes of these
wars didn’t make any sense, it is only that
“the king’s heart is in G-d’s hand, He turns
it wherever He wishes” It was G-d that
“sounded the shofar, went in the whirlwinds
of the south,” the winds of war that shook the
world and prepared it—to some degree—for
the changes that will take effect in the era of
Mashiach.

The second stage began with the events
of the past summer in the Land of Israel.
These events shook up the Jewish people—
the beginning of the realization of Isiah’s
prophecy about the “great shofar!”

These events launched a new stage in the
preparation of the Jewish people for the
redemption by Mashiach. G-d called out to
all Jews, a Divine call to the Divine soul that
every Jew possesses, and He successfully
shook them up with the “great shofar” G-d is
now waiting for the Jrwish people’s response
to His call, for us to seize the opportunity of
this awakening to devote ourselves to G-d
and bolster our mitzvah observance.

Had we merited to seize the moment of
the arousal properly Mashiach would have
come immediately and taken us out of exile.
Unfortunately we still haven't merited this,
so G-d is waiting now for us to capitalize
on this awakening to advance our mitzvah
observance, to “prostrate before G-d on the
holy mountain in Jerusalem” in the spiritual
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sense, and then to do so in the literal sense 7795w WTIDE 82 A0 1nnwm
as well, with Mashiach taking us out of exile "5y WDy oM LI 1M
and leading us to the complete redemption nHAT WM ORIV WPTE MWn
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Teacher's Note:

Carefully consider if the following messages are suitable for your audience. You may want to
conclude here and allow them to draw their own conclusions.

Perhaps we can say that, even in our times, we are experiencing both types of shofar blasts.

Last year, during the tragic events of Simchat Torah, we unfortunately heard the shofar of
Zechariah's prophecy—the shofar of wars, reminiscent of World War II, which deeply shook the
Jewish people.

In Ukraine, hundreds of thousands of young people fled the country due to the war. By contrast,
after the Simchat Torah events, tens of thousands of young people fought for seats on flights
to return to Israel to defend the Jewish nation. Jews from all walks of life, many of whom had
weak connections to Judaism, strengthened their ties to their communities and the Jewish people,
expressing this awakening through tremendous financial support. Since the events oflast Simchat
Torah, Jews have donated around one billion dollars (!) to Israel.

At the same time, we are beginning to hear the shofar of Isaiah. The release of some hostages and
the significant positive changes of recent weeks are starting to feel like the “positive shofar’—the
fatherly and loving voice of G-d, similar to the victory in the Six-Day War, that uplifts the Jewish
people and raises their spirits.

But now, the ball is in our court. Each of us must become a shofar of love, uniting with one another,
accepting and embracing those who think or act differently, and spreading light and love around
us.

On a spiritual level, we must take another step forward, awaken further, and commit to another
mitzvah, whether it be donning tefillin, affixing a mezuzah, or attending synagogue on Shabbat.
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We must show G-d that the shofar of love impacts us more than the shofar of war, encouraging
G-d to sound it louder and more frequently.

Key Points:

Student's ° The prophets Zechariah and Isaiah foretell the sounding of a shofar before

P the arrival of Mashiach.

* During the time of redemption, the world will undergo a fundamental
and dramatic change, and humanity must be spiritually prepared for this
transformation, which is symbolized by the sounding of the shofar.

* The two prophets describe two distinct periods that will prepare the world
for Mashiach:

* Zechariah speaks of difficult wars and the birth pangs of Mashiach, impacting
both the nations of the world and the Jewish people. The verse states, “And
G-d will appear over them, and His arrow will go forth like lightning, and
G-d will sound the shofar and go forth in the whirlwinds of the south.”

* [saiah speaks of a call of affection and love from G-d to the Jewish people,
urging them to return to Jerusalem. Even Jews who are “lost and scattered,”
those indulging in material pleasures and those burdened by hardships, will
respond to the call of the great shofar. As Isaiah prophesies, “And you will be
gathered one by one, O children of Israel. And it will be on that day, the great
shofar will sound, and those lost in the land of Assyria and those scattered
in the land of Egypt will come and bow to G-d on the holy mountain in
Jerusalem.

e Zechariah’s harsh prophecy was fulfilled during the World Wars, where
Jews suffered intense birth pangs of Mashiach. Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled
during the Six-Day War, when miraculous victories led to a tremendous
spiritual awakening among Jews worldwide.

* G-d is waiting for the Jewish people’s response. If we seize this moment
properly, Mashiach will come.

Takeaway:

student's The incredible events unfolding before our eyes carry a powerful message: We cannot remain passive.
P We must seize these historic moments, increase our love and unity, deepen our Torah and mitzvah
observance, and strengthen the shofar of love and victory that will lead us to the arrival of Mashiach,

speedily in our days.
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