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Before the Six Day War, the Rebbe declared that the Jewish nation was about to experience
an overwhelming victory. The Rebbe instructed his followers to help others, especially
soldiers, wrap tefillin, because this mitzvah instills fear into the enemies of the Jews and
protects the lives of the soldiers.

B. A MItZVah fOr QN ULIIOT MOTIVE? e eeeeeeeeemeeseeessesseessseeseesssesseeseeseesses 9

Some asked: Shouldn’t mitzvot be observed because has G-d commanded so; not for other
associated positive effects?

The Rebbe answered that firstly, our sages say that “we should always engage in Torah and
mitzvot, even if we are not doing so for their own sake, because through the performance of
mitzvot not for their own sake, we will come to perform them for their own sake.” Maimonides
explains that a child is enticed to study Torah with the promise of a candy or some other
reward, and only later can they eventually begin to study Torah out of love. (Source 2)

Secondly: When wrapping tefillin with another Jew, we tell him to repeat the blessing “..Who
has sanctified us with His commandments ... .” This means he is declaring that he is doing so
for G-d’s sake. When a person does a mitzvah because G-d commanded it, and also because
of the benefits it brings, that is completely fine. As Rashi writes in tractate Pesachim, when a
person gives a coin to charity so that their child should live— motivated both by the mitzvah
itself as well as the reward—they are considered fully righteous. (Source 3)

G WHY NOE TZIEZIE oo eeeeseeeenrsseensssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseses 19
Others asked: Why tefillin? Why not tzitzit?

Tzitzit is a very holy mitzvah and represents all 613 mitzvot (Source 4). However, sometimes
a specific effect is needed, and a specific mitzvah is necessary for this purpose. For example,
charity is associated with healing, and tefillin is associated with instilling fear in the enemy.



D. TRE TREME OF TOIILIN e esseeeeeesseeseessseseeessesseesmseseessseseesseseeeens 18

The head and arm tefillin bind the heart and mind (Source 5). The straps hanging from the
head tefillin extend down below the navel, symbolizing the flow from the intellect to the
rest of the body. This negates the idea that man is comprised of a lower and upper body,
with no connection between them. (Source 6)

Still, how do we fend off our negative inclination? The straps of the arm tefillin, wrapped on
the left hand (for right handed people) are like a rope with which to restrain the negative
inclination.



Introduction

In this class we will study the history and context of the Tefillin Campaign, established
by the Rebbe before the Six-Day War, and uncover the hidden benefits of this important
mitzvah and why it is so critical for these times.
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Introduction

In this week’s Torah reading, the portion of Vaetchanan, we read the verses which became the
most famous Jewish prayer, the “Shema Yisrael,” in which the mitzvah of tefillin appears.

Source 1 peuteronomy 6:4-9

Hear, O Israel: The L-rd is our G-d; the L-rd is
one.

You shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your
might. And these words which I command you
today shall be upon your heart. You shall teach
them thoroughly to your children, and you
shall speak of them when you sit in your house
and when you walk on the road, when you lie
down and when you rise. You shall bind them
as a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for
ornaments between your eyes. And you shall
write them upon the doorposts of your house
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and upon your gates.

Today, we'll learn about the Tefillin Campaign launched by the Rebbe before the Six-Day War, and
the potent effects it has.

*

A short history of the events leading up to the Six-Day War:

In the months leading up to May 1967, tensions between Israel and its neighbors to the north and
south, Egypt and Syria, rapidly escalated. Israeli villages in the north were repeatedly shelled
by the Syrian army, terrorists would sporadically infiltrate Israel from Jordan on the east, and
Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser was rallying the Arab world with his promises to wipe
Israel off the map.

On May 16, over 100,000 Egyptian troops began streaming into the Sinai Peninsula.

On May 19 the Egyptians demanded the immediate removal of the UN troops who were stationed
between the Egyptian and Israeli forces in the Sinai. To the astonishment of the Israelis, UN
Secretary General U Thant complied with the expulsion order. On May 22, the Egyptians closed
the Straits of Tiran to Israeli naval shipping, an act of war. With Jordan and Syria having joined



an Arab military coalition headed by Egypt's Nasser, and Iraqi military units poised to cross
through Jordan and join the fight, the noose was complete: Four Arab countries, backed by many
of their allies, were vowing war against the tiny Jewish state, boldly declaring their plan to drive
all surviving Jews into the sea.

Those weeks, known as “the waiting period,” were a time of immense anxiety among the Israeli
public and worldwide Jewry. Less than 25 years after the holocaust, the very survival of Israel was
in doubt. Images of the Home Front Command designating national parks for use as cemeteries
underscored the widespread conviction that the deaths of untold thousands was a best-case
scenartio.

On Lag BaOmer (May 28), then Prime Minister, Mr. Levi Eshkol, addressed the nation in a
much-anticipated live radio broadcast. With the entire country hanging onto his every word, he
stumbled and stammered his way through his prepared remarks, sounding unfocused and fearful
throughout. (It is likely a simple mistake was to blame, with his papers having gotten out of order
immediately preceding the speech.) The damage was done and, far from reassuring the nation
before the looming war, the impression of a broken Prime Minister raised public hysteria to new
heights,

On the very same day, in New York, the Rebbe addressed a crowd of about ten thousand people,
gathered together to mark the yahrzeit of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai in a festive Lag BaOmer
parade. The Rebbe addressed the events in the Holy Land and expressed in clear and promising
words that the Children of Israel in the Land of Israel were facing a great victory.

(By the same token, when foreigners in Israel asked the Rebbe if they should leave the country
until the war was over, the Rebbe instructed them to stay in the Holy Land. These public and
private statements were immediately published by Israeli media outlets, greatly encouraging the
nation in those difficult times.)

Here is an excerpt from that talk:



Student’s
pg.2

A. Wrap Tefillin to Win the War!

Our brothers and sisters in the holy Land of
Israel are currently in a state in which G-d is
protecting them and sending His blessings
and salvation in increased measure, so that
they should be delivered—and they will be
delivered—from the current situation with
success.

We have the obligation and merit of helping
them. You can achieve this by studying
another verse of Torah and observing more
and more mitzvot—not passing up any
mitzvah opportunity. You should exercise
love for your fellow Jews in this regard and
influence your friends and families to do
the same.

We will then merit the fulfillment of the
verses that we read yesterday in the Torah,
“you will dwell securely in the land,” “I [G-d]
will make peace in the land,” and “I will be
your G-d"—the G-d of the entire Jewish
people wherever they are—“and you will be
My nation—all of us, together with all our
Jewish brethren, will be G-d’s people and
He will redeem them with His open, holy,
and generous hand from all difficulties and
bring them peace and security in everything
they need.
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A week later, on the Shabbat blessing the new month of Sivan, the 24th of Iyar, just two days before
the war broke out, the Rebbe instructed his followers to take to the streets and help others wrap
tefillin—especially IDF soldiers. The Rebbe, quoting Talmudic sources, declared that this would
instill fear into the enemy.

Following the Rebbe’s call, Chabad Chassidim took to the streets and assisted civilians and soldiers
in putting on tefillin. The public was swept up in the momentum and thousands of Jews began
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putting on tefillin.

There is a special mitzvah that can help us
guarantee that G-d Himself will fight this war
for us.

The relevant mitzvah is tefillin. The Talmud
states that “Anyone who wears tefillin will live
a long life, as the verse states, ‘G-d is upon
them (those who bear G-d’s name in the tefillin
they wear), they will live.” Clearly when there
is a Divine promise for long life, they will not

be harmed, and “no person will be missing”

Tefillin also has an additional quality. The
Talmud states in Berachot “all the nations of
the earth shall see that the name of G-d is
called upon you and they will be afraid of you
... this refers to tefillin of the head”

When “they will be afraid of you” then not only
“no person will be missing,” but the enemy will
disappear immediately, without any need for
war.

Some may argue that the fear tefillin instills
in the enemy is only effective while a person

o910 1T SYW NTIATH ANxn W
NN IRAPHAY AXM THYn® X1
YA a"apn o1 oy

172750 NN T 0 - NIV YA

PEN I DO RN NN
DNIR) OR°9Y 77 SIMRIY 0010 TIRD
T (1PN ' oW 0oy PRYNY
N197IRR ARV A WROY 1A
Y ,79,/10 Y397 KD ORI D00

JUOR NN TIPDI RY” Sw v

- 19" NNXNA A0 IV UL X
72°05” :5M1972 NODMA RN "3
OV X171 OW 00 YINT Y 3 IR

JURIAY P9ON 19K L.LTN0 IR

IRTY 5w PIvn SYDI WROW A0
P01 RDP"w T72%3 W RS TN ,"n
AMRAY LDRT T ROR L,"WOR 1IN
T8 PR 720025 70,700 Pvann

90 annhna

v Piyaw P opn wr ARG
NI NYwa PRI TIEn R

2K 6
777 ,maRIAN T

4

"w1921) TR R7YO T MM 4
0,17 Y 5



Student’s
pg.

Student’s
pg. 4

> iswearing tefillin, and not subsequently. But

that is not the simple reading. The simple
reading is that wearing tefillin causes fear
in the enemy even after they're worn.

This is what we find in the case of the
splitting of the sea. When the sea split
“The chiefs of Edom were terrified . . . the
residents of Canaan melted away.” This
didn’t only have an effect while the sea was
actually split, it was still in effect over forty
years later, as Rahab said “we heard how
G-d dried up the water of the Red Sea for
you . . . and our hearts melted in fear, “a
great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all
who live in this country are melting in fear
because of you”” This caused the Canaanites
to dissipate on their own, without any need
for war. This was the case even though the
splitting of the sea occurred immediately
after they left Egypt, before the giving of
the Torah—a long while before the Jewish
people entered the Land of Israel.

The same is true in our case. When we wear
tefillin the nations see that we are Jews
who have “the name of G-d called upon
them,” and this will cause them to fear us
so greatly that they will dissipate without
any need to fight them, as the verse states,
“I will grant peace in the land . . . and the
sword will not pass through your land”
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Story - The Rebbe’s Only Child

The following story was told by an aide to Arthur Goldberg, U.S.
ambassador to the UN:

Spurred by the drama of the Cuban Missile Crisis and a young man's
desire to be a player on the international scene, I decided to major in
political science and pursue a career in the diplomatic corps. The year
1967 found me, an up-and-coming diplomatic aide, on the staff of the US
Ambassador to the United Nations, Arthur Goldberg,.

In the first week of June I received a call from a cousin of mine. In an
anxious voice, she asked that I stop by at her apartment after work. As
I sat in their living room that evening, she and her husband told me the
cause of their distress. Their only child, Abraham—a young man several
years my junior who had become a baal teshuvah the year before—was
studying at a Lubavitcher yeshivah in Israel. Alarmed by the increasing
talk of war, they sent him a plane ticket and begged him to come home.
Abraham remains adamant in his refusal: the Lubavitcher Rebbe says to
stay.

"We tried to approach the Rebbe," my cousin continued. "We wanted to
explain to him that Abraham is our only child, that he is our entire life,
and to appeal to him to please allow Abraham to return home. But it
seems that one must wait several months for an audience with the Rebbe.
We wrote him a letter, as his secretaries advised, and received this as a
reply." She showed me a short note with the sentence, "The Guardian of
Israel neither sleeps nor slumbers." She seemed little eased by the quote
from Psalms.

"Tell us, Joe," my cousin asked, "What's really going on? You have the
inside story. Is Israel in any real danger?"

I didn't want to add to their distress, but I felt duty-bound to tell them
the truth: the State of Israel is indeed in grave danger. War is all but
certain. The Arab states have mobilized forces far superior to Israel's and
stand a good chance of defeating the tiny Jewish state; if this happens,
I didn't want to imagine the fate of the Jews residing there. My boss,
Mr. Goldberg, a deeply committed Jew, cannot sleep at night. "I cannot
emphasize enough how serious the situation is," I concluded. "We must
get Abraham out of there at once!"

"But how?" cried my cousin. "To him, the Rebbe's word is law. If the
Rebbe says to stay, he'll stay!"

"Listen," I said, "I'll speak with the Rebbe. When I introduce myself as Mr.
Goldberg's aide, I'm sure to be received immediately. I am certain that I
will succeed in persuading him to allow Abraham to come home."



The next morning I contacted the Rebbe's personal secretary, Rabbi
Hodakov. I introduced myself as a member of the United States delegation
to the UN and said that I had an "urgent matter" to discuss with the
Rebbe. Rabbi Hodakov promised to contact me shortly. A half-hour later
he called back to inform me that the Rebbe would see me the following
night at 2:00 am.

There was more white in the beard, but otherwise the youthful face
and manner had changed little. The same noble countenance, the same
penetrating eyes gazed at me from across the desk that night, almost
fifteen years after my last meeting with the Rebbe.

The handshake was firm and warm. "I have already had the privilege
of meeting the Rebbe," I began, "Grandfather brought me before my bar
mitzvah." The Rebbe's broad smile assured me that he indeed remembered
me.

"I must apologize to the Rebbe," I went on. "I'm afraid that I used my
position rather unjustly to gain this audience. The 'urgent matter' I spoke
of is a personal one."

Again, the Rebbe's warm smile put me at ease. Encouraged, I told the
Rebbe about my cousins and their son. "The parents are beside themselves
with anxiety." I concluded. "They would greatly appreciate it if the Rebbe
would allow their only child to come home until the danger blows over."

The warm smile had disappeared. A grave expression now cloaked the
Rebbe's features. "I have thousands of only children in the Land of Israel,"
said the Rebbe. "If I tell them to remain there, it is because I am certain
that no harm shall befall them. Tell your cousin and her husband that
they can put their fears to rest. The Guardian of Israel neither sleeps nor
slumbers. G-d watches over His people wherever they are, and especially
in the Holy Land."

"Rebbe," I said, "with all due respect, they cannot put their fears to rest.
Neither can I. Perhaps the Rebbe is unaware of the gravity of the situation,
but because of my position I am privy to extremely reliable information.
Unfortunately, as we speak, the state of Israel is in grave danger."

"Israel," said the Rebbe with absolute conviction, "is not in grave danger.
She stands on the threshold of a great victory. With the Almighty's help,
this month shall be a month of great miracles for the Jewish nation.

"Now," continued the Rebbe, "If you don't mind, I would like to request
something of you. Tell Abraham's father that he, too, can do something
for our brethren in the Land of Israel: tell him that I request that he
begin observing the mitzvah of donning tefillin every weekday. I ask
that you, too, should begin the daily observance of this mitzvah. I don't
know how much you can help Israel in your capacity as an assistant
to the UN Ambassador, but with your daily donning of tefillin you will



certainly contribute to Israel's victory-without," added the Rebbe with a
slight smile "encountering any complications of 'divided loyalties'..."

*

Famously, the war lasted just six days and ended with a decisive Israeli
victory. Regarding the tefillin campaign, however, there were those
with hesitations and questions: How can you tell Jews to put on tefillin
to defeat the enemy when they should be doing so because it’s G-d’s
commandment?

On the holiday of Shavuot, days after the war’s end, the Rebbe dedicated
a talk to this topic, answering the questions.
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B. A Mitzvah for an Ulterior Motive

I would like to explain a particular matter that
is especially relevant to the current situation in
the Holy Land.

I mentioned at a recent gathering that every
person can provide assistance through spiritual
means. Although physically speaking we are in a
different location, from the spiritual perspective
geography doesn’t divide us.

On this note, there is a Chassidic interpretation
of the teaching “all Jews are responsible for
each other” The Hebrew word used here for
“responsible,” areivim, is etymologically related
to the word for “enmeshed,” meuravim. All Jews
are enmeshed, to the extent that we are like one
body. Therefore, an increase in one part of the
body affects the entire body.

There are some mitzvot that have special
qualities and provide assistance in specific areas.
For some mitzvot we don’t know the associated
reward, but there are those for which we know
their reward and special qualities.

Regarding the current situation, there is a
special mitzvah that helps everyone associated
with it to live a full and proper life, without
any need for battle. And if they do need to go
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to battle, their enemies will tremble in fear of
them, and the war will be brief.

This is the mitzvah of tefillin. The Talmud
teaches in Berachot: “The verse states, ‘All the
nations of the earth shall see that the name of
G-d is called upon you and they will be afraid
of you' . . . this refers to tefillin of the head”
The Talmud states in Menachot, “Anyone who
wears tefillin will live a long life, as the verse
states, ‘G-d is upon them (those who bear
G-d’s name in the tefillin they wear), they will
live.”

Since the mitzvah of tefillin has these special
qualities, it was suggested—in light of the
current situation—that all Jewish soldiers
have their tefillin checked and be particular to
wear them. We will then merit the fulfillment
of the promises of “anyone who wears tefillin
will live a long life;” and “all the nations of the
earth shall see and they will be afraid of you”

Moreover, this will obviate the need for war
to begin with.

The question can be asked: Mitzvot are
supposed to be observed because G-d
commanded them, not for any other reasons.
This is reflected in the words of the blessing
we make, “[G-d] has sanctified us with his
commandments and commanded us.” If so,
how can we advocate—publicly—that people
should wear tefillin for the sake of meriting a
long life and casting fear on the enemies?
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Starting With Ulterior Motives

The truth is that this isn’t even a question. The
sages teach “we should always engage in Torah
and mitzvot, even if we are not doing so for their
own sake.” The result of this is that “through the
performance of mitzvot not for their own sake,
we will come to perform them for their own
sake”

It cannot be argued that this teaching is
referring only to a deficient person who has no
choice but to observe mitzvot not for their own
sake. Maimonides states in his commentary to
the Mishnah, and as a matter of law in his Laws
of Repentance, that this is part of the process
of Divine service for everyone. He explains
that we are incapable of starting at the point of
observing mitzvot for their own sake, as this is
a very demanding form of service. We need to
start with “not for their own sake” Maimonides
gives a parable for this from the way we convince
a child to study Torah.
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Source 2 maimonides, Commentary To the Mishnah, Introduction to Sanhedrin Chapter 10

Understand this with the

following parable:

A young child was brought
to a teacher to study Torah.
Owing to his young age and
developing brain, he doesn’t
understand the value of this
goodness. The teacher is
compelled to encourage him
to learn by rewarding him
with things he likes, such as
candied nuts or dates.
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When he grows older and
grows smarter, the rewards
he used to cherish will be
worthless, and the teacher
will have to promise him nice
shoes or clothing,.

When his intellect is more
developed, the teacher will
promise him a coin or two as
a reward for doing his studies,
and when he grows even
older, the teacher will tell him
to study so he can be a rabbi,
scholar or judge and be held in
high esteem.

Abraham was cherished
because he served G-d with
love, and we should strive to
be that way.

Because our sages knew this is
difficult, and that not everyone
will realize the truth the way
Abraham did, they allowed
us to do mitzvot with the
expectation of reward.

>> The Rebbe
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mitzvot for their own sake, their Divine

service is still satisfactory.

Declaration of Intent
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beforehand, saying “[G-d] has sanctified us
with his commandments and commanded us”

The person putting on tefillin is thereby stating

clearly that he is doing so because of the Divine
command, “for its own sake” So even if the

person is also thinking of the assurances of

long life and striking fear into our enemies, it is
“not for its own sake” together with “for its own

sake.”

Rashi explicitly addresses such a dual-intention

scenario.

Source 3 ramud pesachim 8a-b

We learned: One who says “This coin
is for charity so my son will live” or
“so I will merit the World to Come” is
a complete tzadik (righteous person).

Rashi

If they intend for the
mitzvah and for their
needs...they are engaged
in a mitzvah.

A complete tzaddik: In
this regard. We do not
say that this is not for
the sake of Heaven, rather
they have fulfilled the
mitzvah of charity, even
if they intended for their
own benefit.

>> The Rebbe
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St“deg;'g We can learn from here that the same holds
~ true regarding tefillin. It is acceptable for
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a person to put on tefillin for the sake of
protection—especially considering that he
is saying beforehand “[G-d] has sanctified us
with his commandments and commanded us.”
This makes it into a dual-intention act, and a
person who does this is termed “completely
righteous”

14
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C. Why Not Tzitzit?

The naysayers did not let up, and as the Rebbe added new mitzvah campaigns and thousands
more Jews began wrapping tefillin and studying Torah etc., some never tired of questioning the
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Rebbe. This time, the question was: “Why tefillin? Why not tzitzit?"

The Rebbe dedicated a talk in response:

>> The Rebbe

This is the place to explain the emphasis on the
mitzvah of tefillin specifically, and not wearing a
talit—which envelopes the head and body—and
has the tzitzit strings attached. The purpose
of tzitzit is so that “you will see them and be
reminded of all the mitzvot,” and we are told that
the mitzvah of tzitzit is “equal in importance
to all of the other mitzvot” Rashi explains that
the numerical value of the word tzitzit is 600,
and together with the 8 strings and five knots
on each corner of the tzitzit, it equals 613—the
total number of mitzvot. Yet despite the great
importance of tzitzit, the emphasis has been
placed specifically on tefillin.

Source 5 numbers 15:38-39

Speak to the children of Israel and
say to them that they shall make for
themselves tzitzit (fringes) on the
corners of their garments, throughout
their generations, and they shall affix a
thread of sky blue wool on the tzitzit of
each corner.
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Student's This shall be tzitzit for you, and when
p you see it, you will remember all the
commandments of G-d to perform
them, and you shall not wander after
your hearts and after your eyes after

which you are turning astray.

Student's You will remember all the
pg.12 commandments of G-d: The
numerical value of “tzitzit”
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is 600, and after adding the
eight strings and five knots it
equals 613.

We observe mitzvot because G-d commanded
us to do so, not because of any benefits they
provide. Nevertheless, in times when we are
in need of a specific blessing, we need to
focus on the mitzvah that is associated with
that particular blessing—even though our
primary motivation is the fact that it is a Divine
command.

Based on this we can understand the Talmud’s
statement, “a person who says ‘I give this coin
to charity in order that my child may live’ is
considered fully righteous” One can ask, why
does the Talmud use specifically the example
of charity, and not, say, tefillin? The answer is
that when a person is in need of the specific
blessing “that my child may live” they need
to observe the mitzvah that has that exact
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property. The mitzvah of tefillin is indeed
great, but it isn't specifically associated
with that blessing. Charity is associated
with the blessing of life because when one
gives money to a poor person they are
“reviving the soul of the poor person.” This
mitzvah therefore generates the Divine
reward of life, measure for measure.

In our case, when we have a pressing need
for striking fear into our enemies, we need
to focus on the mitzvah of tefillin, which has
the special quality of causing our enemies
to fear us when they see “the name of G-d
called on us”—referring to the tefillin on the
head. The tefillin on the head need to be
preceded by the tefillin on the arm, as the
sages expound on the verse “they shall be
ornaments between your eyes,” explaining
that for the entire time the tefillin are on
the head the person needs to be wearing
two tefillin.

The mitzvah of tzitzit doesn't have this
special property. While the talit protects
the person who is wearing it, it doesn’t have
the effect of striking fear into our enemies
like tefillin does.
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D. The Theme of Tefillin

After studying the effect tefillin has on saving the lives of the soldiers and defeating the enemy, let
us learn about the effect it has on ourselves:

Binding the Heart and Mind

Source 5 ater rebbe's Code of Jewish Law 25:11

Student's When putting on tefillin, one should keep
P91 in mind that the Holy One, blessed be
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He, commanded us to write these four
passages which speak of the Unity of G-d
and the Exodus from Egypt, and to place
them on the arm—opposite the heart, and
on the head—over the brain.

This we should do in order to remember the
miracles and wonders which He wrought
on our behalf and which reflect His Unity,
demonstrating that He has the power and
the sovereignty to do as He desires in the
upper realms and in the lower realms. One
should therefore subjugate his soul, which
abides in his brain, to the Holy One, blessed
be He, and the desires and thoughts of his
heart to His service. Thus, by putting on
tefillin, he will remember the Creator,
blessed be He, and minimize his own
pleasure-seeking.

>> The Rebbe

St“deglgt'lj Tefillin are supposed to harness our hearts

and minds to G-d.

The straps of tefillin symbolize the flow
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St“de;lgt'lj from the brain in the head to the rest of the 5y NI wRY Sw P9Dn DR

body. This flow descends below the navel— T 595 WRIAW Sownn nownnn

reflected in the law that the straps need  9yapm i aUNS Ty X771 AW TN
Studeg'lsé to hang past.the navel—in order to Tlegat.e by NI MY Y11 MR °D3)
the pagan opinion that every person is split PR YT DPWY - (wx S 150N
between an “upper half” and a “lower half” ss1m3 ARNN5 73507 19 K9*Y5 Ta5Dn”

Source 6 Talmud, Sanhedrin 39a

Student's A certain sorcerer said to Ameimar: NTWAN RO 700 N
P The upper half of the body is from  *X2¥>  Ta70n  nKb
Hurmiz [G-d] and the lower half is £ Snia P bl e e R e

from Hurmin [a demon]. 1°PInT

Ameimar responded: if so, why does ?°2W °2°7 19 oK N7 NN
the demon allow G-d to pass water "ML PRMAR PRNn 0o
through his territory?! [A person 1279982 N
drinks with his upper body and the
water exits through the lower body]

(Our text follows Tosafos' girsah)

The pagan sorcerer argued to Ameimar, a Talmudic sage, that man is the product of two powers.
The G-d creates the upper body, while a different power creates the lower body.

Ameimar wittily answered: If so, why does one power allow the other’s water to pass through his
body? Obviously the entire body is of one power, G-d.

What was the challenger trying to say? The Rebbe explains:

>> The Rebbe
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student's are “above;” but we also have a lower

o part,and when we engage in our material

needs of eating, drinking, working, etc.

we are “below,” together with all of the
material world.
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Amgusha claimed that the spiritual activities of a person are not connected with their physical
activities. When involved in spirituality, one serves their spiritual parts; when involved in
physicality one serves their physical parts. The two are separate. Spirituality does not influence
or affect the material realm.
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This is the role of the straps of the head
tefillin. They run from the head, the
highest point of the human, down past
the navel.

A person can still object: G-d also
created a negative inclination for us.
Tanya compares the body to a city, over
which two kings are vying for control.
Similarly, our two inclinations battle
each other for control over our bodies
and all of our faculties. Our negative
inclination is referred to as a king
besieging us, or, in other sources, as a
“judge” who expresses his opinions.
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RikichRi-ghiolal:

The head tefillin straps declare that Judaism believes the exact opposite. The straps represent the
fact that spiritual decisions formed in the brain guide a person, until their lowest extremities.
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Man might say: I have a formidable battle going on inside me between the positive and negative
inclinations! How can I defeat the negative inclination?
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The strap of the hand tefillin addresses this
issue.

With this strap we bind our left hand. The “left”
symbolizes everything that we need to reject
because they aren’t proper for us as Jews. As the
Zohar puts it, the strap is like a rope with which
we tie up the negative inclination.

We are dealing with people that aren’t complete
saints. A completely holy person has no negative
inclination, like King David who exterminated
his negative inclination through his many fasts.
We are talking about people that still have a
negative inclination, but we nevertheless can
serve G-d fully and sincerely by “binding” our
negative inclination. We can not only silence
our negative inclination and prevent it from
expressing an opinion, we can go even further—
when we wear tefillin on the left hand we are
connecting even the negative inclination to
G-dliness (the word tefillin is related to the
Hebrew word naftulei, with Rashi explains
means connection). On this note the Sifrei
explains that the verse “love G-d with all of your
heart” means “with both of your inclinations.
We can serve G-d with our negative inclination
just like we do with our positive inclination.
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Key Points:

* Before the Six-Day War, the Rebbe expressed unequivocally that the people of Israel were headed for
a great victory.

* The Rebbe explained that wearing tefillin is a sequlah (spiritual merit) for victory in war, and
encouraged everyone to personally wear tefillin and ensure that other Jews do so as well.

* While the highest approach to divine service is to fulfill a mitzvah solely because of God's command
and not for any other purpose, performing a mitzvah for an ulterior motive is a beneficial first step.

 Furthermore, the Talmud says that one who gives charity so that his child will live is considered
completely righteous, a ruling which surely holds true for someone who puts on tefillin after saying
the blessing, declaring his intent to fulfill G-d's command.

* The emphasis is specifically on the mitzvah of tefillin and not on other mitzvot like tzitzit, because
each mitzvah has its own spiritual benefit, and only tefillin is a sequlah for frightening the enemy.

* Tefillin of the arm and head symbolize binding the heart and the brain.

* The straps of the tefillin that extend from the head to the heart symbolize the extension from the
intellect in the head to the entire body.

* The straps of the tefillin of the hand that bind the left hand hint at restraining the negative inclination.

Takeaways:

Wrap tefillin daily and influence a friend to do the same. It’s your powerful part in the war effort in
the Holy Land!
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