BIBLICAL YARTZEIT

Of all the holy people in the Torah,

from Abraham to Moses, the Torah only mentions
the yartzeit of one - Aaron.

Why?

TEACHER'S MANUAL

L}
A L4

o= =L

— —

JEWISH INSIGHTS

A TASTE OF THE REBBE'S TEACHINGS

‘ THE
@ SHLUCHIM
OFEICE ROSH CHODESH AV




Uann
Dedicated In loving memory of
Rabbi Shimon Potash

Yartzeit 9 Av

And Nochum Tzvi Potash
Yartzeit 22 Teves

By the Potash Family

For sponsorship opportunities, email info@jewishinsights.org
To download this complimentary class, visit www.lewishinsights.org

The Shluchim Office
Director | Rabbi Gedalya Shemtov
Development | Rabbi Mendy Shemtov

Editors
Rabbi Avraham Greenberg
Rabbi Zusha Greenberg

English
Translation and editing | Rabbi Mendel
Super
Proofreading | Rabbi Mendel Levertov

Hebrew
Linguistic editing | Rabbi Zushe Greisman
Proofreading | Rabbi Menachem Wilhelm

Spanish
Translation and editing | Rabbi Rafi Tawill

French

Translation and editing | Rabbi Yahir

Elbaz
Proofreading | S. Elbaz

Portuguese
Translation | Mr. Yitzchak Dayan
Editing | Rabbi Yeshaya Dayan
Layout Design | Mike Katan

Layout
Berel Marozov

Website
Yuval Katz and Yisrael Visotzsky

Administration
Levi Shemtov

Founded in 2008 in memory of Rabbi Gabi and Rivky Holtzberg 0B"M

Advisory Committee
Rabbi Asher Deren - Cape Town, South
Africa
Rabbi Mendy Gerlitzsky - Tel Aviv, Israel
Rabbi Levi Greenberg - EL Paso, Texas
Rabbi Dovid Goldberg - Sao Paulo, Brazil
Rabbi Levi Shaikevitz - Kfar Chabad, Israel
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg - Twinsburg,
Ohio
Rabbi Shmuel Freedman - Bahia Blanca,
Argentina
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Blau - Moshav
Kineret, Israel
Rabbi Chaim Drukman - Lucerne,
Switzerland

Shluchim of the Rebbe to Mumbai India

&

©

Published and Copyright 2024 by
Shluchim Office International
816 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn,

NY 11213
718.221.0500

5784 - 2024



Contents

A. The 0nly Yahrtzeit in the TOraN.. e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesssssnneeeeeessessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 1

The Torah spells out the date of the passing of Aaron Hakohen, on the first of Av (Source 1).
The Rebbe asks, why does the Torah mention this yartzeit, and exclude all others?

The Midrash describes Aaron’s efforts to make peace between people (Source 2). This
behavior was unique to Aaron, in contrast with other figures in the Torah who didn't
always get along with everyone. This is why Aaron merited for his yartzeit to be mentioned.
Additionally, Aaron’s passing had such an effect on the Jewish people, it is plausible that the
people gathered on that day in the next year to mark the occasion and grow in his ways.

B. ‘B8 @ STUACNE OF AQEON ..o eeeeesseeseeessesseessseseesssseseessseessesseseeesssseeessesseessseee 6

Ethics of the Fathers exhorts us to “Be of the disciples of Aaron; loving peace ... ” (Source 3)
The Rebbe asks:

A. If the objective is to be a “lover of peace,” why does it matter that Aaron was the one who
exemplified this? When the Mishnah tells us to study Torah regularly, does it cite Moses’
conduct?

B. Acting in a way that contradicts peace is against the Torah; why does loving peace fall into
the category of “beyond the letter of the law?”

In chapter 32 of Tanya, the Alter Rebbe extolls the virtue of loving our fellow Jews, even
people who are not righteous. The Alter Rebbe cites the above Mishnah, and highlights
various aspects of it. (Source 4)

The Rebbe asks:

A. The relevant section of the Mishnah seems to be “love the creations and bring them close
to Torah,” that one should also love those who are only “creations.” Why does the Alter Rebbe
add “Be a student of Aaron; love peace?”

B. The mishnah says “Hillel says” but the Alter Rebbe references him as Hillel the Elder. Why?



C. ThE UNIQUE PEACE O AGION.....cooceeeeeeeeeesesseeesesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 10

The Midrash relates another story about Aaron that illustrates his love of Jews, and how
he would engage sinners and influence them to change their ways (Source 5). This conduct
is not part of the biblical obligation to love fellow Jews; it falls under the rubric of “acts of
piety.” That’s why the Mishnah tells us to be a student of Aaron - because his conduct was a
way of life, and in order to emulate it one must be his “student.” Hillel said this Mishnah, and
Hillel's conduct was similar. The Talmud recounts a story of a gentile who approached Hillel
wishing to convert on the condition that he could become a high priest ... Hillel welcomed
him and converted him. (Source 6)

Now we can understand why the Alter Rebbe quotes “Be a student of Aaron,” because it is
from Aaron’s conduct we learn to engage even the sinners. This is why the Alter Rebbe refers
to Hillel the Elder, a dignified title, to give credence to his opinion in favor of Shammai’s
opinion.

Story: Honoring a “Heretic” in the synagogue?



Introduction

This week is Rosh Chodesh Menachem Ay, the first day of the month of Menachem Av. On
that day, we mark the yartzeit of Aaron the High Priest. What is special about that day, and

how is it relevant to us today?
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A. The Only Yartzeit in the Torah

Last week’s Torah reading of Masei, recounts the journeys of the Jewish people, and the Torah
counts 42 stops they made, without detailing what they did there, just listing the locations.

Maimonides explains that the objective of this very brief description is to permanently record the
miraculous lifestyle the Jewish people enjoyed at this time. G-d knew that with time, the realists
and cynics will find it hard to believe a story claiming that a nation of millions spent 40 years in
the desert without basic necessities like bread and water.

They would suggest that the Jews lived near the edge of the desert near cities where they bought
food and water. Therefore the Torah names all the places they stopped, deep in the desert, to
demonstrate that it would have been impossible to obtain food and water from traveling merchants
or stores, and that it was only by miracle that they lasted 40 years.

However, in the middle of this brief retelling, the Torah pauses with a specific incident that
occurred on Mount Hor.

The Passing of Aaron

Source 1 numbers 33:38-39
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>> The Rebbe
Why Aaron?
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the date of a person’s passing is specified”
The date of passing is not specified for
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah and Adam—and
not for Aaron’s siblings Moses and Miriam.
Why then does the Torah specify the precise
date of Aaron’s passing, “in the fortieth year

. in the fifth month, on the first of the
month”

We do actually know the dates of passing
for Moses and Miriam—Moses on Adar 7,
and Miriam on Nisan 10. But these dates are
deduced in the Oral Torah through various
calculations. The date of Aaron’s passing,
by contrast, is spelled out explicitly in the
Written Torah, “in the fifth month, on the
first of the month.”

The beginner student already learned about
the event of Aaron’s passing, in the portion
of Chukat. The verse there states “the whole
community learned that Aaron had expired,
and all the Israelites mourned for him
thirty days.” Rashi explains that “both the
men and the women all mourned, because
Aaron would pursue peace and restore love
between disputants and between husbands
and wives.”

Avot Derabi Natan 12

When two people were
quarreling, Aaron would
approach one:
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“My son,” Aaron said,
“Your friend is full of
regret and tearing his
clothing, saying ‘Woe is
to me, how can I raise my
eyes and see my friend;
I am ashamed for I am
at fault to him.”” Aaron
would sit with him until
he had removed any
feelings of animosity
from his heart.

Then, he went to the
other party, telling them
the same thing, until
they too, were free of
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animosity.

This unique quality is only found in Aaron—
not in Moses and Miriam, and not in
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. (On the contrary,
Abraham had a dispute with Nimrod, Isaac
with Ishmael, and Jacob with Esau.) We also
don't find this quality in Noah and Adam.

The only person in whom we find the
quality of “pursuing peace and restoring
love between disputants” in such a strong
way is Aaron.

Since at the death of Aaron there was a
unique and unparalleled feature, there
is no wonder that the Torah accords his
passing special importance by specifying
the precise date, “in the fifth month, on the
first of the month”
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We can take this further and suggest that
since the entire people mourned Aaron’s
death together, it follows logically that when
the anniversary of this event came the next
year the entire people gathered together to
commemorate the event, and consider how
they can better follow his example.

The Torah specifies the exact date of Aaron’s
death because it was an event of national
importance, an event commemorated every
year through the generations. By contrast,
we have no indication that the entire Jewish
people were present at the passings of Moses
and Miriam, and as a result these events
weren't commemorated by the entire nation
in subsequent years.

Aaron’s general conduct is closely related to
the theme of the period of Bein Hametzarim,
the three weeks of mourning commemorating
the destruction of the Temple.

The reason for the destruction of the Temple—
and the subsequent exile—was because there
was baseless hatred among the Jewish people.
This is the opposite of Aaron’s conduct,
absolute love for fellow Jews.

This has special relevance for us during the
three weeks, and especially in the nine days
between the first of the month of Av—the
date of Aaron’s passing—and Tishah Be’av.
(Most of the mourning customs mentioned in

197 $7772 P01 w0 1PIVE Dpnna
02191," 77y 997 1193 IR NNChaY
R122w 7212 © 1M BY 19aRNT 1IN
7Y 95 1D0XRNT RN Twa 7T aY
YIIRNA 21 13177791 012 070 1T
12°%772 13PN w1Th P03 p3nannh M

JITA RBOY,1IR P 1172

aiahishBa S ntishBalvalslataialiiolay
WY 71°ON 7 MR DN DY PN
YIIRN ,PRIY° °12 9% YANY YIIRN
MM MWD IwR MR DN
TwN DNMNAD YA 10 PRY 37 TR
M797 93 PRY - T2 RB1OT 0O
,X2°137,777Y1 5 1193 17 YIIRNY
175°7 MW XD 77 INRSY w3 03

DRI 32 90 7 By AT yIRn

TR IR PW NaTn Nty ,mm
709800 A7 S Nt oy Tnm

moam) w0 [amnd  130on
1 AR CIDn” 7 XN (PINRbY
- 7R 5w N7 9900 0N DRI
Jmown nooonma BRI nanx

SW AT DORXNI WROY 1AM I
nywnn 5nn vana1 ,"ooaenn P
O1°) AX-0OMIN WTIN wRINY DO
,1ow] AR YWD TV (IR O 107700
T9°1 Sw ooananan bw 09190 oan
on MIY PW-IANTAY annen
202 w7 - [TA%2 0o nYwnL yana
5w 0171y 993 1Y 9021 DRY N3

2,0RD”.3



Student’s
pg. 4

the original Code of Jewish Law are only for
the nine days, while the restrictions for the
three weeks are added in the Rema’s glosses.)
At this time we need to increase in all matters
related to love for our fellow Jews, to the point
of “baseless love” This will negate the reason
for the exile, and as a result the exile itself.
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B. “Be A Student of Aaron”

In Ethics of the Fathers, we learn “matters of piety’—things one should do that are beyond the

letter of the law. One such exhortation is to “be of the disciples of Aaron™

Source 3 :thics of the Fathers 112

Hillel says: “Be of the disciples of
Aaron: loving peace and pursuing
peace; loving the creations and
bringing them closer to the Torah.”

>> The Rebbe
Why is it Important to Imitate?

Why was it necessary for the Mishnah to
begin with “be of the disciples of Aaron?” The
main thing is the practical instruction to “love
peace’—why is it important to note that Aaron
acted like this?

The Mishnah gives other instructions, such as
“make your Torah study a permanent fixture
of your life,” without providing an introduction
like “be of the disciples of Moses, who received
the Torah at Sinai and devoted his life to it”
or some other example of a sage who was
completely devoted to Torah study. Similarly
the instruction “be cautious in judgment”
isn’'t introduced with an example of anyone’s
conduct. Such elaboration is more appropriate
to the Talmud or commentaries on the
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Mishnah. Why does the Mishnah in our case
introduce the instruction to “love peace” with
the statement, “be of the disciples of Aaron?”

Is Peace Extra?

An additional point that requires explanation:
Why does “love peace” belong in Ethics of the
Fathers, which is devoted to instructions for
pious conduct? Conflict is clearly forbidden
by the Torah, as the Sages teach, “anyone who
perpetuates a dispute violates a prohibition,
as it is stated: ‘don’t be like Korach and his
assembly.” Moreover, “the entire Torah was
given in order to make peace in the world,” in
the words of Maimonides. Peace doesn't seem

to be an element of extra pious conduct.

This Mishnah raises two questions:
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A. The Mishnah advises us to adopt many positive practices in our life, but usually doesn’t provide
a role model of that behavior. Only here does the mishnah give an example—Aaron. Why?

B. Why is loving peace considered “beyond the letter of the law?” It's a mitzvah!

Tanya’s Citation From The Mishna

We can add insight to this mishnah from the
way the Alter Rebbe cites it in chapter 32 of
Tanya:

"D W Mwna P, oIk N
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The Rebbe notes that the Alter Rebbe cites this Mishnah, but highlights specific aspects:

The Rebbe will analyze the emphasis the Alter Rebbe places and ask why those parts are emphasized.
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Source 4 tanya, chapter 32

In this chapter, the Alter Rebbe writes about Ahavat Yisrael—love for our fellow Jews; everyone,
even if they may not be the most righteous people:

Of this situation, Hillel said, “Be of the
disciples of Aaron, loving peace etc., loving
the creations and bringing them closer to the
Torah.” This usage of the term “creations” in
reference to human beings means that even
those who are far from G-d’s Torah and His
service, for which reason they are classified
simply as “creations”—indicating that the
fact that they are G-d’s creations is their
sole virtue—even those, one must attract
with strong cords of love. Perhaps thereby
one will be able, after all, to draw them close
to the Torah and the service of G-d. Even if
one fails in that aspect, he has not forfeited
the merit of the mitzvah of neighborly love
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[which he has fulfilled by his efforts in this
direction)].

The Alter Rebbe interprets the term “creations” to mean that we must love everyone, even those
with seemingly no redeeming qualities—other than being created by G-d. Hillel doesn’t say to only
love the righteous, but the creations - everyone.

The order of Hillel's teaching is first to “love the creations” and then to “bring them close to Torah.”
Loving the “creations” is not merely a method of bringing them close to Torah, but is an end in
and of itself. If one is able to bring the other closer to Torah as a result of this love, good for them!
They are fulfilling the Mishnah’s directive to “be a student of Aaron.” However, even if they did not
bring their fellow to Torah, they have fulfilled the mitzvah of loving a fellow Jew.

>> The Rebbe
An Intriguing Quote

A. Why does the Alter Rebbe write “be of
the students of Aaron, loving peace etc.?” In
the context of the Tanya, the key phrase is
“love the creations and draw them close to
the Torah,” which teaches us that even those
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who are distant from Torah and Divine service,
to the point that they are termed merely
“creations,’ need to be brought closer to Torah.
Why then does the Alter Rebbe also cite the
words “loving peace?” He did omit the words
“pursuing peace,” so he already isn’'t quoting
the full passage.

B. The Mishnah says “Hillel said” Why does
the Alter Rebbe add “Hillel the Elder said?” We
can’t answer that he added “the Elder” so that
we wouldn't make the mistake of thinking that
the reference is to one of the other sages by the
name of Hillel. The Alter Rebbe cites in Tanya
teachings from other sages who shared names,
yet he didn't feel the need to clarify exactly
which sage it is in these instances. Moreover,
the student of Tanya can be assumed to know
already which Hillel this is, and doesn’t need
any clarification.
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There are two questions on the way the Alter Rebbe quotes the Mishnah:

A. The Alter Rebbe wants to bring proof that loving a fellow Jew applies also to not good people. To
do so, he would need to quote the words “Love the creations and bring them close to Torah.” Why

did he add the words “Be a student of Aaron, love peace ... ?”

B. Why does he emphasize that Hillel the Elder said this teaching?



student's When the Mishnah says “be of the students of
Aaron, love peace” etc. it intends to teach us
not only to “love peace,”but to doitlike Aaron.
Avot Derabbi Natan elaborates on Aaron’s
conduct, relating that Aaron would even
draw wicked people close, speaking to them
with a smile. The next day, when that person
would want to commit a transgression, they
would think to themselves, “what will Aaron
say when he hears about this? I should rather
act in a manner that befits a person whom
Aaron talks to” This conduct of Aaron is
not a Biblical obligation, but a pious form of
conduct, and this is why it features in Ethics
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C. The Unique Peace of Aaron

>> The Rebbe

Even the wicked

of the Fathers.

Source 5 avot derabi Natan 12

What does it mean to love peace?

One should love peace between Jews,
between every individual, as Aaron
did. As the verse states, “True teaching
was in his mouth, and injustice was not
found on his lips. In peace and equity
he went with Me, and he brought many
back from iniquity” (Malachi 2:6).

Rabbi Meir says: What does “He
brought many back from iniquity”
teach us?
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When Aaron went on his way and
met a wicked person, he would greet
them. The next day, that person had
an urge to sin. He told himself: Woe
is to me! How will I raise my eyes
and see Aaron? I am ashamed that
he greeted me. Thus, this individual
stopped himself from sinning.
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There are two well-known stories that come up when speaking about the love Aaron had for Jews:

The first, and better-known one, is that when he'd meet a couple or pair quarreling, he would

speak with them and bring peace between them.

The second, perhaps lesser-known: He maintained good relationships with questionable
individuals. This connection itself had the effect of preventing them from sinning, because they'd

be embarrassed to speak to him again after such behavior.

In other words, Aaron brought about peace between so many, even wicked people! This extent is
not required by the Torah; it is beyond the letter of the law—which is why it appears here in Ethics

of the Fathers.

>> The Rebbe

Two Schools

The Mishnah states “Hillel says, be of the
disciples of Aaron, loving peace” etc. The
Mishnah uses the words “be of the students of
Aaron,” not just words to the effect of “follow
the path of Aaron”

There are two general modes of conduct—
students of Moses and students of Aaron.
Students of Moses act in accordance with Torah
law, which states that a person is not obligated
to seek out every Jew—even wicked people—in
order to engage with them and ask them how
they are doing. Therefore, Moses did not have a
relationship with all Jews. Aaron, however, acted
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In order to pursue such peace with evildoers, we need to be a student of Aaron. This attitude
cannot be adopted just like that, by the way; it is a way of life.

We see this in our generation with the way the Rebbe educated Chabad, to accept everyone, fromall
backgrounds, without difference. People are often amazed and find it heartwarming that Chabad
doesn't judge anyone and accepts everyone as they are. How do they do this? The answer is, we
are students of the Rebbe. It's not a message emailed off from headquarters; it is an education of
generations, by the Rebbe, who believed in this and fostered it in all his students and followers.

To pursue peace with the “wicked” we need to be students of Aaron. This isn't something that
comes by itself; it's a way of life. In other words: Most people have a kind of person they feel
comfortable around,; they feel at home with moral people, people of peace who think and act like
them. Then there are the people we aren’'t comfortable around. Perhaps because of their ethnicity,
their language, their sketchy business dealings, or a culture we aren’'t used to and perceive as
unethical or rude. We tend to avoid hanging around with such people, and we engage with them
as little as possible. Aaron would go out of his comfort zone. He made contact with people from the
underworld, shady characters, people of less cultured backgrounds, less ethical people. He would
wish them a good morning and have a coffee with them, embracing them warmly.

His objective was twofold: Firstly, he loved everyone without distinction—boundless love. Secondly,
just maintaining contact with them influenced them positively.

The Mishnah advises us all to learn from Aaron; we must all go beyond our comfort zones and
get to know others, even if they are very different from us and act with lower moral standards
than we expect. We should get to know them, connect with them and influence them to better
themselves.

(Besides, this is not one-sided. It may be that in some matters, I live more morally than another,

203,20 A2
T2 M a3

12



Student’s
pg. 10

Student’s
pg. 10

and in other matters, he lives more morally than I do. If we connect, we can learn from each other
and both become better people.

There may be one person who studies a lot of Torah but does not excel in mitzvot and acts of
kindness to others. On the other hand, his neighbor might be a simpler person who neither
studies Torah nor is particularly educated but has a heart of gold and helps all the needy in the
neighborhood.)

We can take an example from the way Chabad Houses welcome everyone, from all walks of life
and backgrounds, without any discrimination. People are always amazed that in Chabad, no one
is judged, and everyone is accepted as they are. "How do you do it?" they ask. The answer is that
we are "students of the Rebbe." This is not a message sent from headquarters. It is the education
of generations. The Rebbe believed in it and instilled it in all his followers.

Hillel The Forbearing
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The gentile said to himself: I will go and convert so
that they will install me as High Priest.

He came before Shammai and said to him: Convert
me on condition that you install me as High Priest.
Shammai drove him away with the measuring
stick in his hand. He came before Hillel; and Hillel
converted him.

Hillel said to him: Is it not the way of the world
that only one who knows the protocols of royalty
is appointed king? Go and learn the royal protocols
by engaging in Torah study.

He went and read the Bible. When he reached
the verse which says: “And the common man
that draws near shall be put to death” (Numbers
1:51), the convert said to Hillel: With regard to
whom is the verse speaking? Hillel said to him:
Even with regard to David, king of Israel. The
convert reasoned to himself: If the Jewish people
are called G-d’s children, and due to the love that
G-d loved them he called them: “Israel is My son,
My firstborn” (Exodus 4:22), and nevertheless it is
written about them: And the common man that
draws near shall be put to death; a mere convert
who came without merit, with nothing more than
his staff and traveling bag, all the more so that this
applies to him, as well.

The convert came before Shammai and told him
that he retracts his demand to appoint him High
Priest, saying: Am I at all worthy to be High Priest?
Is it not written in the Torah: And the common
man that draws near shall be put to death?

He came before Hillel and said to him: Hillel the
patient, may blessings rest upon your head as you
brought me under the wings of the Divine Presence.
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Hillel embraced everyone, and his students
did the same. We are told about Beit Hillel (the
School of Hillel) that they were “agreeable
and forbearing and would quote the opinion
of Beit Shammai before their own.” This is
why it is emphasized that Hillel is the one
who advised us to be students of Aaron and
pursue peace.
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We see in the story of Hillel and the convert how patient and friendly he was even to a non-Jew
who wanted to convert in order to be a High Priest. Hillel conveyed this form of conduct to his
students, and they were also modest and patient. This is why it is specifically Hillel, who acted like
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a student of Aaron himself, who urges us all to be students of Aaron.

Based on the above we can also explain
why the Alter Rebbe in Tanya cites not only
“loving the creations and bringing them
closer to Torah,” but also the beginning of the
Mishnah, “be of the disciples of Aaron, loving
peace.”

The Alter Rebbe doesn’t cite the words
“pursuing peace” because they aren’t relevant
to the context in Tanya. But he does cite “be
of the disciples of Aaron” who drew even
the wicked close, because this underlines
that we must draw “creations” close all the
more. “Creations” refers to people that have
no quality other than their being creations of
G-d. But they aren’'t wicked, G-d forbid, and
they certainly need to be brought close to
Torah.
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The Alter Rebbe cites the words “be of the students of Aaron” because Aaron showed love even to
the wicked, and this teaches us how much we must love those who aren’t even wicked, just mere

“creations.”

Introducing this quote, the Alter Rebbe
writes, “Hillel the Elder said” He does so
because there is also the alternative conduct
of Shammai, which also has its basis in Torah.
A person can therefore argue, “why must I
follow Hillel’'s instruction to be ‘a student of
Aaron?”

The Alter Rebbe introduces the quote with
“Hillel the Elder said” because the elders are
termed “the eyes of the community” This
indicates to us that we must follow Hillel's
example specifically. (While Shammai is also
sometimes referred to as Shammai the Elder,
this title is more commonly given to Hillel.)

The practical directive from this is that we
need to engage in “loving the creations and
bringing them closer to the Torah” This
means working with all Jews and encouraging
them in the three areas of Torah, prayer, and
charity. This will bring us the redemption,
as the sages teach, “Anyone who engages in
Torah study and acts of kindness, and prays
with the congregation, I [G-d] ascribe to him
credit as if he redeemed Me and My children
from among the nations of the world”
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Story - Honoring a “Heretic” in the Synagogue?

On the night of Simchat Torah 1975 Hakafot, a delegation from the Israeli
consulate came to participate in the Hakafot with the Rebbe at 770, as
was their custom every year. Along with them came Judge Haim Cohen,
who during his public life served as Deputy President of the Supreme
Court, Attorney General, and Minister of Justice.

(Cohen grew up in an observant home, yet abandoned the traditions as a
young man. At a certain point in his life, he decided to marry a divorced
woman. Since he was a Kohen, no rabbi was willing to officiate for him,
so he got married in Cyprus in a civil ceremony despite being the Minister
of Justice of the Jewish state. In general, he was known for his distinctly
anti-religious views.)

The custom was for various guests to be honored with leading the recital
of the introductory verses of Hakafot. Judge Cohen was duly honored
with reciting a verse that night.

Afterwards, the delegation was honored with carrying the Torah scrolls
for one of the Hakafot. The members of the delegation walked towards
the Bima, each taking a Torah scroll to dance during the Hakafah. Near
the Bima stood Rabbi Berel Lipsker, who was holding a Torah scroll
known as "Moshiach’s Torah scroll," which was large and heavy, with a
big, beautiful crown. This Torah scroll was not brought in to the dance
circle, but rather held off to the side, to ensure that it did not get worn
out or damaged during the dancing.

Haim Cohen, unaware of the custom, naturally approached Reb Berel and
wanted to take the scroll. Reb Berel, who was not one to make exceptions
for anyone, told him that nobody gets that scroll. Neither individual was
willing to give in, and a debate began that escalated beyond mere words.

At that moment, the Rebbe turned from where he was standing towards
them and said, "A Jew wants to take upon himself the yoke of Torah ...
give it to him." So, Haim Cohen took the Moshiach’s Torah scroll for the
Hakafah.

During the Hakafah, the Rebbe greatly encouraged the congregation and
specifically the members of the Israeli delegation. Judge Haim Cohen
danced with all his might and strength, together with the large Torah
scroll, sweating profusely, until the end of the Hakafah, which lasted
much longer than usual.

In the Orthodox world, many were astonished and even resentful that
the Rebbe accepted Haim Cohen and even honored him with reciting a
verse and a joining a Hakafah.
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What we learned today well explains the Rebbe’s bahavior. The Rebbe

P14 prought everyone closer, even someone like Mr. Cohen, with no exceptions.
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The Rebbe hoped that they would be positively affected. And many were.

Key Points:

* The Torah generally does not mention the yartzeits of anyone, but notes the date of Aaron's passing—
the first day of Av. The reason being that Aaron was unique in that he always made peace between
people.

* Due to Aaron's pursuit of peace, his passing touched the hearts of all the people, and it is likely that
on his anniversary, they gathered together to eulogize him and learn from his ways. Therefore, his
yartzeit was relevant to the entire nation.

 Aaron would also connect with the wicked, and in doing so, influence them to avoid sin.

* This special behavior is not an obligation but rather "acts of piety," and to adopt it, one must be "a
student of Aaron." Therefore, the Mishnah does not suffice with the words "love peace" but says "be of
the disciples of Aaron—loving peace."

* Hillel is the one who said this Mishnah, because he also acted in this way. For example, he brought
closer even a gentile who wanted to convert in order to be appointed as the High Priest.

Takeaway:

We should all adopt Aaron’s way of life; bringing peace to all people, wherever they are.
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