IS IMMORTALITY ATTAINABLE

Judaism claims "Jacob did not die" and "King David is alive
and well."

What does that mean?

A Talmudic adage that has become ever-relevant in the past
three decades of the Chabad movement.
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A, JACOD DI NOE DIBereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseemseseesssesessseseesseseesseseesseseesssesessseseesseseessessesssesessssseens 1

Rabbi Yochanan says that Jacob did not die, for “just as his progeny are alive, so is he.” (Source
1) In this address, the Rebbe explains the meaning of these words.

B. ELEINALIZE the MOMEBNT......eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeemsseeeesssseesssssseessssseeessssseesssssseesssssseesssssseesassseess 3

Material objects are not immortal; their existence is fleeting. When a Jew takes an object
and uses it to connect with G-d, the eternal, he imbues the object with that eternality. For
example, when one gives their wealth to charity, they have raised it up from its temporal
existence and used it for an eternal mitzvah.

Story: An Everlasting Investment (Teacher’s Manual only)

Money, the material, comes and goes, but a good deed lasts forever. Supporting millions of
Jews' livelihood is a spiritual act that is eternal.

Story: The Mentsch of Malden Mills (Teacher’s Manual only)

The hero of the story understood that a material investment is fleeting, but a spiritual
investment is forever.

Accordingly, life’s objective is to transform fleeting, temporal moments into eternal ones.
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For most people, the majority of their life is material and fleeting, and only a small percentage
is dedicated to holy, eternal matters. The life of a holy tzadik, however, is wholly dedicated to
the spiritual. Their life is spiritual, holy and eternal. The Alter Rebbe writes that the life of a
tzadik is spiritual life—faith, awe and love of G-d (Source 2).

The Rebbe explains that this can help us understand how Jacob was “eulogized and buried”
yet still alive.

Every person is made up of a soul and body, and outwardly dressed in clothing. When a person
changes their clothes, nothing drastic has occurred—it is merely an external trapping for the
body. For a tzadik, the body itself is only a “garment” of the soul, via which it accomplishes its



activities in this physical world.

When the time comes to switch this garment for a different one, nothing significant has
really happened. If until now the tzadik has worked in this world using their body, now they
continue to do so through another medium: their students. Thus, if their progeny are alive,
they also live on.

Story: The Baal Shem Tov’'s Empty Pockets

Materialism was nothing to him.

D. The Bond With His “Progeny” is Greater than Before (Optional Section)............. 15

The fact that the tzadik is alive and continues to affect this world is very relevant to his
students and followers. Their bond, both physical and spiritual, continues as before.

In a letter the Alter Rebbe wrote to the children and students of Rabbi Mendel of Vitebsk
after the latter’s passing, he emphasized that the core of the tzadik’s life is spiritual—faith,
awe, and love of G-d—and therefore their students may continue to be affected by them,
even in a physical sense, because that spirituality did not die; it continues in an even greater
sense (Source 3).

The Rebbe notes that the term used for progeny also means a “seed.” This alludes to the
expectations of the tzadik’s students. One does not plant a seed expecting merely to get a
seed in return; they anticipate growing a tree that will bear many fruits. When the tzadik
educates students and continues to influence them even after his passing, he expects that
each one will in turn influence countless others. When the students fulfill their role, and live
like “progeny,” they cause that “he too is alive.”



Introduction

In just a few days, Chabad Chassidim and the Jewish world at large will mark thirty years
since the passing of the Rebbe.

One thing that is most strongly identified with the Rebbe is the global Chabad network of
the Rebbe’s emissaries. Through them the Rebbe changed Jewish life around the world.
Such a project is revolutionary in Jewish history; other Jewish leaders looked on in surprise,
wondering how it could possibly succeed.

After the Rebbe’s passing, many expected Chabad to collapse. Pundits claimed that Chabad’s
emissaries only went to such difficult places—and stayed put— because of the Rebbe’s direct
encouragement. Now, they predicted, everyone would leave.

Time proved them wrong. Not only did Chabad’'s emissary network continue, it grew.
Thousands more emissaries joined the ranks, and until today, hundreds of young couples
set out each year—young men and women who never met the Rebbe.

How has the movement survived—and thrived—thirty years after the Rebbe’s passing? The
answer given is always the same: by the Rebbe’s efforts. The Rebbe continues to propel and
direct the staggering growth.

This class will hone in on the theological basis for this, and we will explore the idea of a
tzadik leading after his passing and how he continues to influence his students and the
entire world.
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A. Jacob Did Not Die

Source 1 taimud, Taanit 5b

Rabbi Yochanan said: Our

: forefather Jacob did not die. Rav
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Nachman, “was it for naught
that the eulogizers eulogized
him and the embalmers
embalmed him and the buriers
buried him?” Rabbi Yitzchak
replied . . . Just as his progeny is
alive, so too, he is alive.

Rashi

Did not die: rather, he
lives forever.

>> The Rebbe

Alive Despite The Eulogy
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he is alive”
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It is said about a handful of tzaddikim throughout history that they did not really die. The best-
known examples are Jacob and David. Jacob, the Talmud says, “did not die,” and David is “alive
and well.”

In 1950, after the passing of the Sixth Rebbe, his son-in-law and successor the Rebbe invoked the
teaching that “Jacob did not die” and “Just as his progeny is alive, so too, Jacob himself is alive.”

For the Rebbe this wasn't just a saying, but a way of life. Initially, the Rebbe refused to accept
leadership of the movement, because his predecessor was still “alive” and continued to lead. Only
after a year of the Chassidim pleading with him to lead them did he agree, explaining that he
would only be the “hands and feet” of the Sixth Rebbe in this physical world. From his perspective,
his father-in-law continued to lead and he merely represented him to the Chassidim.

When asked for blessings for health or livelihood and so on, the Rebbe’s standard answer was “I
will pray for you at my father-in-law’s resting place.” The Rebbe’s entire leadership was predicated
on his predecessor being “alive” and continuing to lead, and himself being a messenger.

Here’s but one example: On one of the visits of Israeli president Zalman Shazar to the Rebbe,
the Rebbe told him that while visiting his father-in-law’s grave, the Sixth Rebbe told him that
everything would be okay with Shazar’s trip—Shazar had asked the Rebbe for a blessing for his
trip to represent Israel around the world.

(Shazar was so overcome with emotion upon receiving a message from the next world that he
squeezed the Rebbe’s hand.)

*

In this address, the Rebbe explains the words “Jacob did not die,” and what it means that the Rebbe
continues to lead us.
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B. Eternalize the Moment

As we engage with the physical and
material world, when we contemplate the
matter we understand—and even feel—
that these are matters that have no eternal
continuity.

Even when we are seized by a desire for
a particular material matter, when we
stop to think we know that this is not
something that will stay with us forever.
This is a passing temporary matter, and
there will come a time when we won't even
enjoy it at all ourselves. It's just a matter of
time: a day, month, year, decade, or longer.
But we understand clearly that everything
material is not eternal.

This is the basic difference between
matters of holiness and everything else,
from unholy to neutral. We all know that
anything physical is temporary, even those
worldly matters that we feel a deep desire
for and are willing to toil and sacrifice
everything we have for them. We know
ourselves that this is something temporary.

When we contemplate this fact we realize
that even while these physical matters exist
they aren't truly alive in the fullest sense
because their existence is temporary, even
while they are alive.
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Our role as Jews is to introduce eternity
into this world.

When we take a physical item and connect
it to G-d—who is beyond time, space,
and all other limitations—we introduce
eternity into this world, making the time
truly “alive,” and timeless.

For example, when we give from our
possessions to charity because G-d
commanded us to do so, we are using our
money as a vehicle to reveal G-d’s will in
this world, through a physical item. We
connect the item with G-d, who is eternal,
thereby imbuing the physical item with
eternity as well. (Even when we give charity
in order to impress others we still fulfill the
mitzvah, though not in its optimal form.)
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The Alter Rebbe writes in Tanya: “This unity above is an eternal and everlasting unity.” Meaning,
the connection forged between man and G-d when we learn Torah or do a mitzvah is eternal,
because G-d and His will transcends time. A mitzvah is G-d’s will, and like Him, is beyond time.
When we do a mitzvah, we are bound eternally with G-d, in a bond that transcends time. What
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down here may seem like a fleeting, insignificant action, is to G-d an eternal bond, forever.

This is our role as Jews, to take fleeting,
temporary matters—not fully “alive” even
while they exist—and transform them into
something eternal, true life.

Our role is to “resurrect the dead,” taking
matters that are termed “dead” even while
technically alive, and, make them into
matters that are termed “alive” even when
they are technically dead.
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When we experience an important moment in life, we want to eternalize it with a picture. This
is what we do with a mitzvah, on a much higher plane. When we take ten dollars and give it to
charity, we eternalize it.

Story - An Eternal Investment (Teacher's Manual only)

In 1948, the Ford auto company decided that Israel was a good market for
vehicle manufacturing—it was a new country, its military would need
transportation equipment, the government would need cars, and so on.
Ford saw Israel as an excellent business opportunity—and the opportunity
to be the first to build an automobile manufacturing plant in Israel.

And so, Ford announced that they were going to put up a factory in
Israel, and the news spread around the world. But when that news got to
the Middle East, the Arab League announced that if Ford built in Israel,
all member countries would boycott Ford.

Unfortunately, the threat worked, and Ford capitulated and withdrew its
plans of building a plant in Israel.

That development was a personal blow to the entire young country.
Everyone knew that with Ford submitting to Arab pressure, every other
major international corporation would follow suit and refrain from doing
business in Israel. What’s more, Israel needed cars—and more important
than that, Israel needed industry so that it could provide enough jobs to
the thousands of Jewish Holocaust survivors who made it to the Jewish
State.

In those days, there was an Israeli Jew living in Europe named Ephraim
Illin. He was a big businessman who knew the ups and downs of it
all. Before Israel’s War of Independence, Ephraim had arranged for the
purchase of a large vessel to transport illegal weapons to Israel under the
noses of the British, covered by sacks of potatoes and onions.

Now, after Ford announced that it was changing its mind about building
in Israel, the vice president of another auto company happened to forge
a business connection with Ephraim Illin, and Mr. Illin asked him if he’d
be interested in putting up a similar plant in Israel.

In order to build such a plant, an investment of $2.5 million would be
required. Thankfully, though, a deal was struck, with the auto company
obligating itself to invest half a million and Ephraim Illin obligating
himself to recruit the remaining $2 million in the form of investors. Mr.
Illin was confident that it would be easy—who wouldn’t understand that
it was a golden opportunity for an excellent investment?

However, when it got down to signing dotted lines, Ephraim Illin didn’t
have even one investor—which meant he would have to put down $2
million of his own money, which today is worth $20 million and perhaps
even more.



One night, he was lying in bed unable to fall asleep as he contemplated
signing off on a $2 million investment of his own funds. He knew that
he wanted to sign on the deal—but he admitted to himself that he didn’t
have the courage to do it.

Still lying in bed, he recalled an episode from his youth.

He had been born in Russia to a family with Chabad roots; when he was
a young child, the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 broke out and his father
decided that he’d send his son to the Holy Land before it was too late.

Ephraim’s father had business interests in Russia and he didn’t want to
leave. But he knew that his son’s future was not in Russia, and so he
wanted to send him off. But Ephraim’s mother invoked a veto: Either they
all left together, or none of them went anywhere! She was not about to
let her precious son sail off alone to some strange land.

Well, Mr. Illin didn’t know what to do, and torn, he approached a rabbi
(perhaps even the Lubavitcher Rebbe, who at the time would have been
the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Sholom Dov Ber Schneersohn), and the
rabbi told him to sell his business and take his whole family to the Land
of Israel—and that indeed is what the Illin family ultimately did.

But now, back to the present, Mr. Illin was lying in bed, feeling perplexed
and unable to decide what to do. So he decided that he’d do what his
father did when his father couldn’t decide what to do—he’d ask a rabbi.

It was the year 1950. The sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe (Rabbi Yosef Y.
Schneersohn, 1880-1950, Rabbi Sholom Dov Ber’s son) had passed away
earlier that year, and our Rebbe had not yet accepted the mantle of
leadership. So Ephraim Illin approached a person he greatly loved and
admired, Rabbi Pinchas Althaus, who was his Chabad point man. Mr.
Illin asked him to arrange an audience with the Rebbe for him and
indeed, within a few days, he was notified to be at 770 Eastern Parkway
in Brooklyn at 11:00 in the morning.

When he entered the Rebbe’s office, he immediately realized that he was
standing before a giant of the spirit.

The Rebbe spoke to him in Russian, French and Hebrew. At first, the Rebbe
was interested in his personal history. The Rebbe wanted to know about
his Irgun fighting days, about his involvement in acquiring weapons for
Israel, and so on—the Rebbe wanted to know everything.

And then the Rebbe got to the subject about which he had come. Mr.
Illin told the Rebbe about the auto factory that he wanted to build. The
Rebbe said to him that while every car is made out of some 30,000 parts,
it doesn’t mean that you need 30,000 factories.

However, continued the Rebbe, you will need to build 3,000 factories—



meaning, the Rebbe explained, that an auto factory is much more than
just one factory. It’s a place that needs raw materials and pre-made
items alike so that it can make its cars, and as such, a full-fledged auto
plant would be the foundation for industry in Israel and would greatly
strengthen the new economy.

The Rebbe then said that he saw many ups and downs in Ephraim Illin’s
life—and that despite them all, G-d was with him throughout. And so
now, the Rebbe advised him, it would be good to sign on that dotted line
and invest his money in the factory.

And then, the Rebbe added that even if the deal doesn’t succeed (G-d
forbid) the way he estimated that it would, he’d still find himself in Israel
amongst fellow Jews and he’d always find a way to stand strong.

Sixty years later, Mr. Illin related that he remembered more how he felt
at his meeting with the Rebbe than what the Rebbe actually said. Being
in the Rebbe’s presence gave him a sense of calm and peace—the Rebbe
gave him the confidence and the strength to sign off on the business.

And indeed, he listened to the Rebbe’s advice and built the factory—and
in the 20 years that the factory stood, all through the 50s and 60s, it
produced close to 60,000 automobiles, with 60 percent of them sold
outside the country.

*

Illin was exceptionally lucky. His investment paid off far better than a
regular investment. He’d invested into helping other Jews with an income,
and that is eternal.

Story - The Mentsch of Malden Mills (Teacher's Manual only)

On December 11, 1995, at 8 in the evening, a huge fire broke out at the
Malden Mills textile factory in Lawrence, Massachusetts, which was the
largest factory in the United States at the time.

The factory’s owner, Mr. Aaron Feuerstein, was celebrating his seventieth
birthday that evening with family and friends. In the middle of the party,
one of his managers approached him with the news, “Mr. Feuerstein, the
factory is on fire.” A huge boiler had burst and caused the conflagration.
The factory, which was purchased by Feuerstein’s grandfather in 1956,
was completely burned down. This was a fire that Boston had not seen
in a hundred years.

By morning, it was clear to everyone that the three thousand workers at
the factory—the factory that supported the entire local economy—were
unemployed.



Everyone expected that he would take the insurance money, between
300 million and 500 million dollars, and retire, or move the factory to the
south of the United States or maybe even to the Far East, where labor
was far cheaper. This was a trend in those days.

But Feuerstein thought differently. He called a press conference and
announced that he was going to rebuild the factory in the same location,
and he also announced that he would pay the workers their full salaries
over the next thirty days.

When a month passed, he again called a meeting and announced that
everyone would receive their salaries again. He continued doing so until
the factory was rebuilt, costing him 25 million dollars.

Feurstein immediately became world-famous. He was invited by President
Bill Clinton to the State of the Union address, where the President praised
him in front of the entire nation. In the media, he was nicknamed, “the
Mensch from Malden Mills.”

Five years later, in an interview on “60 Minutes,” Mr. Feuerstein was
asked whether his decision was (morally right but) financially unwise —
would it not have made more financial sense to take the three hundred
million dollars and retire?

Feurstein looked at the interviewer and asked, “What would I do with
it? Eat more? Buy another suit? Retire and die? That never crossed my
mind.”

He had two goals; to rebuild the family business that was so dear to him
and second, to help the loyal employees who needed a livelihood. In the
course of the interview, he was asked if he was a religious person and
if it had an effect on his decision. “Definitely,” he answered, “My father
taught me that bimakom she’ein ish, in places where moral behavior
is lacking, hishtadel lihyos ish, strive to be a moral person.” You be the
moral compass.

In 2021, shortly before his passing at the age of 95, he was interviewed
again about the factory. He was asked if he thought that, in retrospect,
had he not wasted the twenty-five million dollars, he would have been
able to save the factory — which ultimately went bankrupt.

“I don’t regret it even for a moment,” he replied. “My father taught me
that one could make a kiddush Hashem or chilul Hashem.” He wanted to
make a kiddush Hashem. In the factory’s downfall, he blamed himself for
not making the correct business decisions.

*

Feuerstein, too, understood that a material investment can produce
another suit or another meal, but that is all fleeting. He knew that a
spiritual investment - helping others - is forever. Indeed, he is spoken of
until today.



The goal for us regular people is to transform more moments to eternal moments; to take more
money of fluctuating valve and transform them to money for charity of everlasting value.



C. Eternal Life

If for a reqular person, most of their life is material, and only a small percentage is holy and
spiritual, the tzadik’s life is wholly sacred and spiritual - and eternal.

If our mitzvot are eternal, a small part of our life is eternal, but the tzadik’s entire life is devoted
to holiness.

The Tzaddik’s Life Is Spiritual

Source 2 igeret Hakodesh, ch. 27
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The tzadik’s life is obviously different than ours. What occupies him, what fills his soul, is
different. Most people are first and foremost concerned with their material life, their pleasures,
their fears, etc—primarily their survival and everything related to that. Yes, we all think about
G-d occasionally, but life goes on and we think about G-d during the “breaks.” There are, however,
those who are primarily occupied with G-d all the time, and they are the tzadikim. Their life is
their relationship with G-d - faith, reverence and love. He lives with faith because faith isn’t a
vague concept but his life itself. His fears are the fear of G-d. Most people are driven by their fears,
and the tzadik’s fear is of G-d. We may be consumed completely by a burning love - the tzadik’s
love is the love of G-d, and that consumes his life.

>> The Rebbe
The Body As A Garment
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Every person has a body and soul, and we also
use clothes to cover the external side of our
bodies. When we change from one piece of
clothing to a nicer piece this doesn't diminish
us—on the contrary, it raises us to a higher
level.

The above point about clothing is true for all
people. For some people, however, the body
itself is also considered merely a garment.

Generally speaking, our bodies are very
important to us. This can even reach the
point that many people sometimes ignore the
welfare of their soul in favor of that of their
body (this is possible because their connection
with G-d isn’t always on the same level). Our
bodies are much more important to us than
our clothing—after all, no one would prioritize
a coat over their soul’s welfare... But for the
sake of physical desires it is possible for people
to do something detrimental to their soul.

However, there are some Jews who firmly
believe that their body is secondary to their
soul, and it merely serves as a garment for the
soul in order to enable the soul to fulfill its
purpose in the world. As explained in Tanya,
a body without a soul is incapable of laying
tefillin, giving charity, and observing all of
the mitzvot, and was therefore exempt from
observing mitzvot before its enclothement in
the body. These people never rank their body
on the same level as their soul, and certainly
never place their body above their soul. The
body is always secondary to them, and it is
disregarded in favor of the soul.
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When such people complete their life mission
with their bodies, although they are eulogized
and buried, their soul actually reaches a
higher level than it had prior to its investment
in the body. The body was secondary, like an
article of clothing, even while the soul was in
it. For such a person, the death of the body is
like changing the soul’s garment from a simple
piece of clothing to a more important one, like
exchanging silver utensils for gold.

This explains how we can say that our
forefather Jacob didn't die, despite the fact
that he was eulogized and buried.

What was important to Jacob wasn’t food,
drink, and the like. The forefathers were like
“chariots” to G-d’s will, and their entire lives
were devoted to fulfilling G-d’s will. This is
all the more true about Jacob, who was the
“choice of the patriarchs”

Jacob needed a body in order to fulfill G-d’s
mission for him in this world. Through his
body he was able to deal with Laban—while
remaining true to his identity—Esau, and
raise a family who all followed in his path.

The body was then taken away and buried,
denying the soul the opportunity to fulfill its
mission through it.
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* This is where “his progeny is alive” enters the

picture.

The fact that Jacob successfully raised
"progeny,’ children and grandchildren who
were raised and educated to “keep G-d’s
way, to perform righteousness and justice”
gave Jacob’s soul an even greater boost than
the work he would have been able to carry
out through his body.

Jacob’s body was indeed buried, but Jacob’s
life was never expressed in bodily matters,
but with soul-related activity. As far as Jacob’s
soul is concerned, the fact that his progeny
is alive—the culmination of all of the efforts
of Jacob and the previous patriarchs—infuses
his soul with vitality, and the soul was the
central element of Jacob's life.

In the words of the Alter Rebbe in Igeret
Hakodesh regarding the passing of the
righteous, “the life of the righteous person is
not their physical life, but their spiritual life;
their faith in G-d and love and awe for Him."

This is the meaning of the Talmud’s answer.
Jacob’s body was indeed buried, but his
“life” was expressed in the fact that he
established the Jewish people, a nation that
isn’'t discouraged by the concealment of the
world. The Jewish people continue living a
true life even in this world of concealment,
through their bond with the Living G-d. The
life of this progeny means that Jacob himself
lives on.
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Student's Once, someone deliberating becoming a Chassidic Rebbe came for an
"5 audience with the Rebbe. During their discussion, the Rebbe said to him:
“Do you know what it means to be a Rebbe? The Baal Shem Tov was
the first Rebbe, and his custom was that he wouldn’t go to sleep before
giving every coin he had to charity.”

There are many lessons to be learned from this story, and relevant to us is that materialism is of
no value to the tzadik. His entire life is spiritual; to help others.
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D. The Bond With His “Progeny”
is Greater than Before (Optional Section)

The fact that the tzadik’s life is soul, not body; spirituality and not physicality, tells us something
more than about the tzadik himself. It contains a message to his followers too: their connection to
the tzadik, physically and spiritually, continues after his passing.

When Rabbi Mendel of Vitebsk passed away, his younger colleague, the Alter Rebbe, wrote a letter
to the students of the former, comforting them for their great loss. The letter is printed in chapter
27 of the Igeret Hakodesh section of the Tanya. The Rebbe quoted this letter in connection with the
passing of the Sixth Rebbe.

In this letter, the Alter Rebbe says that the tzadik’s life is spiritual: faith, reverence and love of G-d,
and that continues. Accordingly, he explains, the students can still receive the inspiration of their
teacher - even physically - because the spirit lives on in even greater measure than before.

Let us learn some selections of this letter:

Source 3 igeret Hakodesh, ch. 27

Student'g The holy Zohar writes that
M7 ug departed tzadik is more
present in all realms than
during his lifetime.” This needs
explanation: of course this
would be the case in the upper
realms, but how could the
tzaddik be more present in the

lower realms?
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to a teaching I received on the
sages’ words “He left life for all
the living.”

As is known, the life of a tzadik
is not corporal life, but spiritual
life; faith, reverence and love of
G-d ..
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student's We can further explain the precise meaning

pg.10

During the tzadik’s life on
earth, these three qualities
were expressed with a physical
medium; the soul bound to the
body. His students only received
but a ray of these qualities
which shone forth beyond the
confines of the body through
his holy speech and thought.

After his passing, however ... all
those close to him can receive
from his influence directly from
his spirit in the Garden of Eden,
now that it is not constrained
by the physical limitations of
space and time.

Thus, it is very easy for
the students to receive this
inspiration from the tzaddik’s
essential spirit—the faith,
reverence and love with which
he served G-d ...

The Zohar clearly states that
“tzadikim protect the world
after their departure more than
during their lifetime. If not for
the prayers of the tzadik, the
world would not exist for even
a moment.”

>> The Rebbe
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The Meaning of “Progeny”

of “his progeny is alive”

It must be noted that every detail in Torah
is precise. We must therefore explain why
specifically the term “progeny” is used, rather
than children, students, or the like.
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In context, the text is not referring simply to
descendants, but specifically to those that
follow the path that Jacob showed. It would
therefore seem more appropriate to call them
“students” or a similar term indicating that
these are people that follow Jacob’s path.

The answeris that the Hebrew word for progeny,
zar'o, literally means “seed” The use of this
terms alludes to Jacobs progeny functioning
like “seeds.”

As the sages teach, a person plants a certain
quantity of seeds in order to reap many times
more in produce.

No one plants a seed in order to grow another
seed—it wouldn’t be worth the effort. When we
plant a seed it is in order to grow a tree that will
bear fruits containing hundreds and thousands
of seeds.

The same is true in our case. The students
Jacob raised were like “seeds.” He planted each
one of them with the intention that each should
sprout many more hundreds and thousands
following in his path.

This is also true about Jewish leaders in
every generation, down to the leader of our
generation, whose yahrzeit we are marking.
The Hebrew word for leader, nasi, serves as
an acronym for the Hebrew words “a spark
of our forefather Jacob” When they invested
in their students and followers they intended
for each of them not to suffice with their
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own Torah and mitzvot but to
produce many more people who study
Torah—both the revealed and inner
dimensions—and observe mitzvot with

the spirit of love for their fellow Jews.

The Rebbe whose yahrzeit we are
marking devoted himself completely
to the education of Jewish children.
From students on the highest level
who are being taught the deep secrets
of Kabbalah and Chasidut, all the way
to those children who still need to be
taught the Hebrew alphabet. What all
of these students had in common for
him was that he wanted them to be
“seeds,’ that every person he educated
or influenced should go on to influence
many others. This is how we can bring
the Rebbe’s desire and Divine service to
complete fruition, when we who follow
in his path act as “seeds.”

When the Rebbe’s students fill their role
as “seeds” they will be truly alive, and he
too will be alive.

Eventually we will see this life in the
revealed and physical sense, when
the dead will be resurrected with the
coming of Mashiach, may it be speedily
in our days.
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Key Points:

* The Talmud establishes that “Jacob did not die,” explaining that because “his progeny is alive” he too
“is alive” - despite being eulogized and buried.

* Physicality and materialism are fleeting in this world. Even the indulgence in the strongest of
desires is passing. With holiness, however, the reverse is true: when a Jew takes a physical object and
connects it with G-d, it now becomes eternal, because G-d is eternal. This is, in essence, our job in
this world.

* Most of the life of a reqular person is spent on physical, fleeting pursuits, and a small percentage is
devoted to holy matters. The tzadik’s life is different: it is dedicated primarily to holiness.

* The body of the tzadik is insignificant in relation to his soul; it is a garment for the soul and it used
to affect this world. Thus, when the tzadik dies, it is likened to a person changing their clothes. Earlier
the tzadik’'s garment was a body; now he continues to live as before - and even greater.

* The ultimate objective of the tzadik’s life is to influence this world. As long as his progeny continue
his legacy and his mission in this world, his soul is still alive, because it is continuing its mission, now
through his students. The garment that was the body is now the students.

* The word used for progeny in this teaching is seed. Just as a seed is expected to grow a tree that
will bear thousands of seeds, the tzadik too raises many students who in turn will raise many more
students who will follow the ways of the Torah and mitzvot.
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