SHOWDOWN AT A BAR MITZVAH

A lifestyle of brute power vs. an educational path of
faith and spirituality. A 13 year old boy takes on Og
the giant.
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What lies behind the repetition of the verse: “These are the descendants of Isaac the son of
Abraham; Abraham fathered Isaac”” (Source 1)? Alluded to with this repetitiion is that Isaac’s
achievements are to the credit of the education Abraham gave him.

Circumcision at eight days and a Bar Mitzvah at 13 began with Isaac, not Abraham. (There
are three opinions on when Abraham recognized G-d [Sources 2-4] and none maintain he
was 13.) To mark the occasion of Isaac’s Bar Mitzvah, Abraham invited the local kings (this is
also the source for marking the circumcision with a celebration, Source 5).
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At the party, other rulers challenged Og: “You told us that Abraham could never father a
child, and look, here is Isaac” Og retorted: “I can crush him with a single finger” G-d said
to Og: “You will yet see Isaac’s descendants grow and you will fall at their hand.” (Source 6)

During the Holocaust, the Rebbe spoke at a Bar Mitzvah in the U.S. and began with a question:
“Bar Mitzvah is when a child enters the Jewish nation as a full fledged member and accepts
the yoke of Torah and mitzvot, to the joy and celebration of his family and friends. From
where does he draw the strength for this? This question is particularly strong during this
time of crisis, when the Jewish people are downtrodden and oppressed”

The Rebbe went on to explain what happened at Isaac’s Bar Mitzvah:

Og represented brute strength and conditioning of the body, and this is how he educated
his followers. This is indicated in the verse describing Og’s bed, and Rashbam explains that
due to his size they had to build him a bed of iron. This bed was preserved at a museum in
Rabbah of the Children of Ammon, encouraging others to follow in his ways. (Source 7)

Og felt that Abraham’s spiritual path may have been suitable for him, but the younger
generation would not follow it. During the party, Og claimed that the fact the Isaac was
following Abraham’s ways proved nothing, for it didn’t have solid roots - with one finger, Og
said, he could crush him.

B, Gl'S ANSWEN .ceeeeeeeeeeeeeesseeeeessseseesseseessseseessssseesssssesssssesesseseesssseessseseesssseesssssessssesesssesessanns 14

G-d responded to Og, telling him he would see thousands of Isaac’s descendants and
would fall at their hands. Even physical strength is rooted in the spiritual. When life has



no meaning, even brute strength crumbles. That is why Og fell in a physical battle - Moses
killed Og in physical combat, not miraculously - to show that physical prowess is dependant
on the health of the soul, which comes from belief and faith in G-d.

D. The CONtEMPOIArY MESSAGE.......ecerreessussseeersesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 17

When a Jew looks at his surroundings and sees overwhelming evil, they may ask: “How can
I deal with this?” The answer is, they are from Abraham, who did not fear the world, and
they too shall not fear. They are connected to G-d, and Isaac’s descendants will certainly be
victorious over evil.

Introduction

Jewish lifecycle events—circumcision and Bar Mitzvah—began with Isaac. At his Bar
Mitzvah, a group of kings sat discussing whether Abraham’s way of life was sustainable for
generations. Would “little” Isaac be able to stand up to Og the giant?

Alesson on heritage, true strength and the source of Jewish continuity.
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A. The Jewish Lifecycle

Source 1 cenesis 25:19

Abraham; Abraham fathered Isaac.

>> The Rebbe
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Isaac’s Achievements are to Abraham’s Credit

The commentators ask, why does the
verse (quoted above) repeat itself, stating
that Isaac was the son of Abraham, and
then again that Abraham fathered Isaac?

The simple answer is that the verse is
explaining how it is possible to be a
“descendant of Isaac the son of Abraham.
both in the literal sense, as well as in the
spiritual sense, as the main “offspring”
of righteous people are their Torah
study and mitzvot. This is possible
because  “Abraham  fathered Isaac”
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Isaac’s Legacy: Brit Milah and Bar Mitzvah

Isaac set a number of precedents,
including circumcision at the age of
eight days—the ultimate form of Brit
Milah—and Bar Mitzvah at age 13.

Abraham had circumcised himself at age
99, and he also didn’t have a Bar Mitzvah or
similar experience at age 13. There were a
number of stages in Abraham’s recognition
of G-d—
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three years old, 40, and 48—but nothing
happened at age 13.
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Source 2 raimud, Nedarim 32a
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that Abraham was 48 when he recognized
G-d.

Etz Yosef commentary

During the Generation of Division, Abraham
was 48, and he did not participate. This implies
that he was 48 when he recognized G-d.
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The classic resolution to these conflicting opinions is that they were a process of belief in G-d: The
process began at age 3, and at 40 and 48 he further developed that faith. None of these opinions,
however, gives thirteen as an age when Abraham had a signifcant development in his faith.



St“deg;fg Both of these events are alluded to in the verse on v DOrIYa I
“The child grew and was weaned, and on the day a1 a2 °piooa
Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast’ BTy NpUn  omaK byn
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Hebrew word for “weaned,” HiGaMalL: the first two
Hebrew letters (HG A7) have the numerical value
of eight, and the last two letters (ML %) mean
circumcision. A second opinion is that the feast
was at age 13, and “weaned” here means weaned
off the negative inclination and transferred to the
positive inclination, a process that occurs at age 13.
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Fascinatingly, we see that the events of a Jewish lifecycle were first experienced by Isaac. He was the
first to undergo a circumcision at eight days old, and also the first to have a Bar Mitzvah at age 13.
Abraham did not have either of these events. It should also be noted that the first wedding described
in the Torah is that of Isaac.

s‘“""';;_'ﬁ The Midrash comments on the words “great feast” anwn” oA wIvn Sy

that this was a “feast of the greats, attended by Og  mnwn” 297701 981 ,"91T3
the giant and all the other mighty people of the 7Y 09173 991 MY, 009173
time”” All the nations of the world had appointed  pyyx Y9w oM I oY
Abraham as a ruler over them, so when he held Jonb BTAR DX 197507 0N
a feast he invited all the kings, including Og. DTMARY Avwa 10 ,tomby
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During the time of Abraham a major regional war broke out in the Middle East. During this war
Abraham’s nephew Lot fell captive, and Abraham intervened in the war. He defeated Lot’s captors and
set everyone free. As a result of his military victory, all of the kings of the region recognized Abraham
as their leader. So when Abraham threw a party—in honor of a brit or Bar Mitzvah—he invited all the
kings to attend.

It is interesting to note that this party serves as the source for the oblgation to make a festive meal in
honor of a brit milah and Bar Mitzvah.
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SOUrce 9 rabbenu Bechaye, Genesis 21:8

This supports our custom of celebrating the
circumcision with a festive meal, because
according to this Midrash, Abraham made
a celebration on the eighth day after Isaac’s
circumcision. This is a fitting custom, as
King David said “Gather to Me My devoted
ones, who made a covenant with Me over a
sacrifice” (Psalms 50:5).
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B. The Great Celebration

The Debate at the Party

The Midrash continues to describe what happened at the celebration:

Source 6 sereishit Rabbah 53:10

“They said to Og, ‘Did you not say that Abraham ~ ,WiX D7 X2 OXT 5iY? MK
is a barren mule who cannot father children?” APRY TRY 17197 NRiT 0NNy
He said to them, “and now, what is his gift?  ?inipn °nn 007 WX 072N
[Isaac] is inferior and lowly, and I can crush  nN¥ DY@X OX 219 N7 ,X°0 1219Y
him with my finger.” The Holy One, blessed X I PRI — PO 5y "Y2YN
be He, said to him, “Why are you mocking  ?inipma 2171 nox yimn 1"apn 2
his gift? By your life, you will see tens of  °2°7) D°B7K 7K 1NN NARY 70
thousands of coming from his descendants, 210 1K 112 712 OORXP NI
and in the end you will fall in their hands, as ~ 2X " 9X® MK 702 XOX 787
it states, ‘G-d said to Moses, “Do not fear him, NNl 9722 02 IR XD X nwn
for I have placed him and his entire nation in "N
your hands’.”

The simple explanation of this Midrash is that this celebration became a strategic show of force. The
kings taunted Og: You told us that Abraham would never father children, and look! Here is Isaac!
Og responded derisively: “I'll crush this tiny thing with one finger.” G-d said: You will see that his
descendants will grow and eventually Moses will kill you.” Og later attacked the Jews and tried to stop
them from entering the Land of Israel, and Moses jumped up and killed him.

However, there is obviously more at play here. The first question—especially according to the opinion
that the “great feast” was Isaac’s Bar Mitzvah celebration—is: If this is now thirteen years after Isaac’s
birth, why would Og and his buddies still be talking about the event of Isaac’s birth? It would be one
thing if they were gathered at Isaac’s bris, and Og’s friends came up to him and said, “Look, you said
Abraham never had children, and now you were proven wrong.” But if Isaac was already thirteen,
wouldn't this be old news? Why are they still talking about it now, 13 years later?

Second, why did Og come to the party and engage in saber-rattling? Abraham invited people to his
simcha to come and celebrate. If Og wasn't interested in celebrating, he could have just stayed home.
Did he really have to come and start threatening the Bar Mitzvah boy?

Obviously, as we shall see, there is more to the story than initially meets the eye. As the Rebbe
powerfully explains, this conversation between Og and his friends—and G-d’s interjection into the
conversation—really offers a very profound glimpse into everything Abraham stood for, as well as a
very important lesson about what we stand for as we follow in Abraham’s ways. This message from
Isaac’s Bar Mitzvah is one the Rebbe emphasized frequently, including in the letter the Rebbe would
send to boys on the occasion of their own Bar Mitzvahs. (See Igrot Kodesh vol. 4, p. 342; vol. 6, p. 112;
vol. 12 p. 72).
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The first place we find this insight of the Rebbe is in his Reshimot (Choveret 17), notes from the Rebbe’s
remarks at a Bar Mitzvah (of the Kazarnovsky family) in New York in the summer of 1942. These were
dark and challenging days indeed for the Jewish people, as Hitler’s trains in Europe brought millions
of Jews to their terrible deaths in the gas chambers. We can well imagine the somber mood of world
Jewry at the time, and what the Bar Mitzvah guests must have been feeling: how do you celebrate a
Bar Mitzvah, becoming an adult among the Jewish people, at a time when simply being Jewish was
a terrifying prospect; at a time when some surely wondered what was so good about being Jewish in
the first place, and were tortured by the thought of what guarantee there was that we would even be
here in another generation or two?

The Rebbe wrote down this remarkable speech in a personal notebook, and it was discovered in his
drawer after his passing. The Rebbe’s personal notebooks included the novel Torah insights that the
Rebbe wrote during the twenty years before assuming the leadership of Chabad. The Rebbe wrote
tersely, in small, crowded handwriting, and a team of scholars worked to decipher and explain these
deep insights for publication.

In today’s class we will study the speech the Rebbe gave at this Bar Mitzvah.

As mentioned, the Rebbe wrote this down for his personal use, so it is written very tersely. The text
will therefore be brief, and will require longer explanations than usual.

>> The Rebbe rersonat notes

The Rebbe began with a painful question:

The Bar Mitzvah is when a child enters 7ITN TINA DI IO 7 N Y

the Jewish nation as a full fledged JMEM TN DY Sapm R
member and accepts the yoke of Torah ARYY 7710 17791 AR Do oo

and mitzvot, to the joy and celebration — myr= =9 nya o1 2071 5y 1y 119
of his family and friends. From where "9mEINDY 01T DRAYS 12
does he draw the strength for this? This
question is particularly strong during
this time of crisis, when the Jewish
people are downtrodden and oppressed.

Abraham’s Path is a Dead End

The Rebbe explains that the discussion between Og and his colleagues wasn't just about physical
superiority, it was much deeper than that. This was a broader, existential debate about how nations
and ideologies can best develop and endure. Remember, gathered there that day were the rulers
and thinkers and policy makers of their time, and like all leaders, they grappled with the following
question: how do you get a people to survive? What must we give our youth for them to feel proud of
their identity, secure in their beliefs, and remain true to the path they are shown by their parents?

10
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All present at the feast knew what Abraham’s path was. He taught belief in G-d and kindness to
others. He taught about searching for purpose and meaning in life.

Og had always insisted that “Abraham is a barren mule who cannot bear children.” He arqued that
Abraham’s path is too spiritual, too demanding, and no one will follow him down this path. It’s a dead
end.

Let’s now read this in the Rebbe’s words:

Og argued that Abraham’s path of faith may WAR 07RO PW YD Ny 0D
be good for him, but it isn't relevant to the x5 ,0799yx5 11y 71 PR AN, 1NIMR
youth, theywon’tfollow hisway. Thisiswhat OR” 099 W7D 175035 IR 1Y)’
Og meant with “he cannot father children” ORI D PR 7T
- there won't be any future for this path.

What was Og’s alternative path? In the mind of Og, a giant of a king and a king of giants, the answer
was simple: survival is the product of sheer physical might. Og was a giant and warrior, with a
lifetime of physical adventure— a kind of Gulliver and Superman combined. The Midrash states that
Og was around even before the Great Flood, and he survived by clinging tightly to the side of Noach’s
Ark while torrential rain poured down for a half a year. Og was all about might, power, and survival
of the fittest, and that’s precisely the worldview he espoused. To Og it was obvious that what young
people need to make it in life is bodily might and physical strength. We should inculcate our children
with the spirit of sports, athletics, and military discipline. These values of courage, valor, and physical
achievement will fill them with confidence to last for a lifetime.

Og preached survival of the fittest, and his belief that the only way a nation can survive in an ever-
changing and modernizing world was to become more fit, to develop the mightiest army that would
overcome any external force.

This approach is expressed in the verses in the book of Deuteronomy that describe Og:

0g’s Approach: Physical Might

Source 7 peuteronomy 3:11

Only Og, king of Bashan, was left from the  “D "KW W21 70 2y 2
remnant of the Rephaim. His bedstead was 21 21792 @7y iy nman ,0oxoI0
a bedstead of iron; is it not in Rabbah of M2 NINK YWD ,11RY 12 N272 NI
the children of Ammon? Nine cubits was its TORTAR2 [207 DIRR YOI
length, and four cubits its breadth, according

to the cubit of the man.
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Rashbam

Bedstead of iron: As a child, he was very im0 jup MUY 08 12 Uy
strong and when he lay down he would break %y {1y 22wn non inunwn T8
a wooden cradle, thus they made him one of 2172 U ARy 997 XY

iron. _ ) .
DU Nman 1779 <1iny *32 n2na Xon e

Rabbah of the children of Ammon: It is still TP 1inRN? INNLR2 PTaNIY Dipna
there, in his hometown, attesting to the 79 ’7; invR2 bi-@
wonder of a child so large.

Rashbam explains that Og was such a large child that getting into bed he would crack the wooden
frame, so they made an iron bed for him.

This bed was kept in a museum in Rabbah of the Children of Ammon, showing the world their great
giant with pride, and encouraging others to follow in his footsteps.

>> The Rebbe persona notes

Students Og's approach was: “his bedstead” - which  p”awa7 w'D1 "y 737" Y MO
Rashbam explains refers to his childhood  gpymw ,"5192 way” - 1R T DOy
cradle - “was a bedstead of iron,” meaning I3 N -

that physical strength is the main thing.

How can we state that Og only cared for physical strength? We see that he did mitzvot as well - he ran
to inform Abraham that Lot had been taken captive, helping to free him!

The Rebbe explains that this act of Og’s is an example of the type of mitzvot that Og believed were
necessary: good deeds that make logical sense, such as helping a captured relative. What Og was
against was super-rational mitzvot that are observed out of faith.

Logical Ethics

Of the mitzvot, Og argued, only those that  Sawnw po1v1y P 07pb w° NIvHIM

Student's are logically necessary should be observed, 195% ,1'02%° MR Sawnw 1M 027NN

pg.7 and Only because they are loglcal This is Uf, NN sgxnb -lbyw 17°aN Dnjnxb TR
why he advised Abraham to go and save his ' by NI NN AN - PPAR 1

nephew Lot, as this was a logical mitzvah. Yo

Og’s approach is evident in a verse that we learned earlier:
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The verse states, “his bedstead was . . 512 WY WY 730 P10Da Pwnm
. in Rabbah of the children of Ammon’ = 77720 Y 7 77Ny Y12 DAY ROT RSN
Rabbah was the capital city, and his ,0°973 32 TR TNES Nomb MR

bedstead was displayeq there in MX™MI R IV N 1w
order to educate the residents of the (D™IM 077y K5 A1

country, teaching them his approach
that physical strength is paramount.

(Og’s approach bears similarity to the Hellenist culture that the Greeks attempted to force on the
Jewish people at the time of the Chanukah miracle.

A The Greeks glorified physical might and development of the body.

B. Greek philosophy was ready to accept the elements of the Torah that make logical sense.
What they opposed was those Torah laws that aren’t based on logic. They forbade the Jewish people to
observe those mitzvot that aren’t logically understood.

Now at the Bar Mitzvah, Isaac was sitting with the proverbial shtreimel on his head and giving a
Torah-themed speech. The other kings turned to Og and said, “here, you see that Abraham’s path has
a future. You said that no one would follow him, but he’s succeeded in raising his son in his path and
his son is proudly following him!”

Isaac’s Education Won’t Last

Og countered that this offspring is merely 1 PR 7NN P IR A MY O
a gift, not an organic outgrowth that can  pmy 51 Sw 1IR3 NPA® 0”02 APNR
take root and flourish. This wouldn’tlast, he > 0 RY LR, ANNRY YR
said, he could crush it with his little finger. IR TI0P YAXRAY, 0P

Og countered that although Isaac is following Abraham’s path, it isn’t independent and sustainable.
Isaac’s loyalty to Abraham is a gift Abraham received from G-d, it’s not inherent to Isaac’s personality,
so it won't last in the long term. With a little effort on Og’s end, using his little finger, he can vanquish
Isaac and cut off the spiritual and physical future of Abraham.

Isaac’s lavish Bar Mitzvah feast brought the two movements to a head-on collision. Og’s friends
argued that Og’s claim that Abraham would have no children, that he would not be able to perpetuate
his spiritual path, had been disproven by Isaac’s conduct. Og countered that Isaac is only following
Abraham’s path as a child who is still subject to his parents’ influence. Once Isaac grows up after his
Bar Mitzvah and his body develops he will pursue a very different path of self-realization.

13
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C. G-d's Answer

>> The Rebbe
Spirituality is the Basis For Physicality

G-d's message to Og was, “why are 3 ninnbyamananR an,n"apnie ms
you mocking my gift? You will live a 19 07D DR *7°1 D1DM 0N TIRD
long life and eventually fall into the 117 12 bW
hands of thousands of his descendants”

In addition to the fact that Isaac’s descendants will exist forever, long after Og is forgotten, there is
also a deeper message here.

As the “manufacturer” of the world and its inhabitants, G-d knows the “factory settings” of this world,

and he intervened in this conversation to proclaim that Abraham is correct.

Even physical strength and might  p9,8%37,01HW33 NN PPN O3 ,%D
must be based on the foundation of  =1mx1 NI Sw 7107 001 WD

spirituality and faith. Without this  ny799 197 XA XY 72 2977 1892 ,°0

foundation, children will simply indulge 10 MO YAD'W 927 - 191 MMM MINR
in luxuries which will ultimately harm NPAY2 NINPI21 PHIAA O3

their physical health and strength too.

It is of course true that people need physical strength in order to survive. But physical strength is only
an external casing for what is really important, for a number of reasons: Firstly, because physical
strength cannot raise a sustainable culture. An emphasis on strength doesn’t teach self-control and
respect for others. Strength can bring success, but also violent conflict that eventually destroys the
powerful bullies.

Moreover, human beings naturally search for meaning. We aren't just animals that suffice with
eating and providing for our physical needs. We are creatures that ask “why?” “What is the purpose
of all of this?” We lift our eyes upward and search for that which lies beyond us. We want to believe in
something and give to someone. When people don't find the answer to our question of meaning and
purpose they feel empty, and fall into depression.

This is true on the individual level, and all the more true on the national level. Nations that are based
only on brute strength don’t survive. Eventually they meet a stronger enemy that is more advanced
militarily and are defeated. G-d promised that Abraham’s descendants would have physical strength,
but also spiritual blessing that would make their strength unstoppable and eternal.

14
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Og Was Defeated by the Sword

. This is why the war in which Og fell into the %12 °32 "2 503 AR Ay Nanbn 199

hands of Isaac’s descendants was a natural ,229M3 - whn annbn ANt Py bw
war, fought with a sword “and the Israelites  sgb Sxquws 119 2105931 IHXIY 1N
struck him by sword,” not like the war 1DIRA IR WP NHASHS KDY ,”27N
with the miraculous means of the shofar, praan.

. ]
or the miraculous war with Sancherib.

In the end the Jewish people defeated Og specifically with physical strength. They didn't just employ
miraculous means, like the way the walls of Jericho fell before Joshua and the army of Sancherib was
vanquished by a plague from Heaven. The verse says that “the Israelites struck him by sword.” The
Talmud relates that Moses leapt up and struck Og on the ankle, knocking him to the ground. It was
specifically Moses’s physical power that overcame Og’s might.

This was in order to show that physical MIR™MIAY MRS 1 - Y270 DY)

Stl”el’lgth and ViCtOI'y depends onthe health ,(yama 15‘)5;{) NPHWIA D3 1NN,
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faith in G-d, to the point of self-sacrifice. ORI - W1 MA0R 13 1Y - bW
Ralrd i

1 09217 97IMIR PO MnwIn

The Rebbe spoke these words in 1942, but he wrote them down as a fundamental lesson for us today.
We are fortunate to live in a time when the Jewish people possess great physical strength. We thank
Hashem that gone are the days when Jews were persecuted and forced to cower and hide. Today, with
Hashem’s help, we can proudly fight for our lives and our dignity. We can respond to threats from our
enemies with force and with might and enjoy technological and military advantages—all gifts of G-d!

But even—and perhaps especially—when we fight, we must remember that we are different. Our fight
is not like others, and our victory is not like others. Our victory, ultimately, is a product not only of
force but of Divine fate. Despite being the smallest and most persecuted of the nations, we are the ones
who survive—nay, thrive!—to tell the tale. Nations mightier and larger than us have tried to erase us,
but it is they who are relegated to monuments and to the pages of Wikipedia, while we endure as a
living people, still following the way of our forefather Abraham. Because we are not a normal people.
There is no way to tell our story as though it were a normal one—nor is there any reason to do so.

We have reached our position today by G-d’s kindness and blessing, and we must always remember
that and continue to hold on to these two ropes—the rope of prudent security and military planning
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on one hand, and the rope of faith in Hashem and adherence to His Torah and mitzvot on the other.
In these times of war, with our soldiers putting their lives on the line for all of us, for the sake of the
continued existence of the Jewish people in our land, more than ever we must hold onto that inherent
faith within us all, we must nurture that Jewish gene seeking meaning and connection with Hashem.
This is the secret weapon that will bolster our soldiers, for them to succeed fully in their mission, and
very soon return home healthy and whole—even healthier and holier than when they left!

In every generation, the Jews always understood that periods of trial and tribulation are signs of the
Redemption. The pain we have endured in this war, and the high price we have paid in Jewish blood,
cannot and will not be in vain, G-d forbid. Rather, our commitment to G-d Al-mighty will surely
ensure that they are the birth pangs of Moshiach, the pangs disappearing immediately as we birth
and herald the era of eternal Shabbos, of the greatest light, with the true and complete Redemption,
may it happen now!
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D. The Contemporary Message

St“de;;t'lg There is a directive here for every Jew.

When we contemplate our situation, we
realize that we find ourselves in a world
with bad and evil actions, where the wicked
people hold the upper hand. Our world is
filled with concealment, as we see in our
personal lives where we spend most of our
time occupied with material matters that
strongly oppose the matters of holiness,
with the strength of Og against an eight-
day-old-baby. The strongest concealment
is from our external surroundings, and
the Jewish people are the smallest nation.

While we are occupied with holy matters,
and especially when we are holding a
great feast where “all the nations of the
world see that you are called by G-d’s
name, there are those that come along
and think they can mock and dismiss us.

We can then wonder, where will we draw
the strength to focus on Torah and mitzvot?
We are expected to focus on holiness not
only at the high point of the Yom Kippur
prayers, but also all year round. How will we
be able to handle all of this concealment?
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Here we have a directive from Abraham, “the
actions of the fathers are a sign for the children”

We are all descended from Abraham who
paid no attention to the entire world around
him and announced that G-d is the ruler
of the world, the world is G-dliness, and
“there is nothing other than G-d” This
approach of Abraham is what “fathered Isaac’”

In the same way, every Jew, wherever we find
ourselves, should have no fear from those who
pride themselves in their physical strength. We
have a super-rational relationship with G-d and
we express this in our lives both on Shabbat and
weekdays. We transform the physical to serve as
a vehicle for G-dliness, spiritual “descendants
of Isaac” This will empower Isaac’s physical
descendants to be victorious over all those
fighting G-d and his Torah, like in the war of
Og. May this pave the way for the conquest of
the Land of Israel, led by Mashiach speedily in
our days.
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