SHOWDOWN AT A BAR MITZVAH

A lifestyle of brute power vs. an educational path of
faith and spirituality. A 13 year old boy takes on Og
the giant.
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A. The Jewish Lifecycle

Source 1 cenesis 25:19

These are the descendants of Isaac the son of

Abraham; Abraham fathered Isaac.

>> The Rebbe
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Isaac’s Achievements are to Abraham’s Credit

The commentators ask, why does the
verse (quoted above) repeat itself, stating
that Isaac was the son of Abraham, and
then again that Abraham fathered Isaac?

The simple answer is that the verse is
explaining how it is possible to be a
“descendant of Isaac the son of Abraham.
both in the literal sense, as well as in the
spiritual sense, as the main “offspring”
of righteous people are their Torah
study and mitzvot. This is possible
because  “Abraham  fathered Isaac”
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Isaac’s Legacy: Brit Milah and Bar Mitzvah

Isaac set a number of precedents,
including circumcision at the age of
eight days—the ultimate form of Brit
Milah—and Bar Mitzvah at age 13.

Abraham had circumcised himself at age
99, and he also didn’t have a Bar Mitzvah or
similar experience at age 13. There were a
number of stages in Abraham’s recognition
of G-d—
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3 years old, 40, and 48—but nothing
happened at age 13.

1™ ,mY DWAIR 12 0N whw 3
A" 12 X% Dar MY o1t ovvaaR
Rabli7

Source 2 raimud, Nedarim 32a

Rabbi Ami the son of Rabbi Abba said: Abraham
was three years old when he recognized the
Creator, as the verse says: “Because (“Ekev”)
Abraham hearkened to My voice.” “Ekev” has
the numerical value of 172, and Abraham lived
to 175; for “Ekev” (i.e., 172) years he heeded
G-d’s commandments. This implies that at age
three he recognized the Creator.

Source 3 maimonides, Laws of Idolatry 1:3

Once Abraham was weaned, his mind began
to ponder day and night how the universe
could exist without One to lead it ... His heart
contemplated this until he understood the
true and just path on his own. He realized
there is one G-d who runs the universe and
created everything .. Abraham was 40 years
old when he recognized G-d.

Source & widrash Rabbah 64:4

Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Chanina both say
that Abraham was 48 when he recognized
G-d.

Etz Yosef commentary

During the Generation of Division, Abraham
was 48, and he did not participate. This implies
that he was 48 when he recognized G-d.
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Both of these events are alluded to in the verse
“The child grew and was weaned, and on the day
Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast”
One opinion among the sages maintains that this
feast was at the brit milah. This is alluded to by the
Hebrew word for “weaned,” HiGaMalL: the first two
Hebrew letters (HG A7) have the numerical value
of eight, and the last two letters (ML %) mean
circumcision. A second opinion is that the feast
was at age 13, and “weaned” here means weaned
off the negative inclination and transferred to the
positive inclination, a process that occurs at age 13.

The Midrash comments on the words “great feast”
that this was a “feast of the greats, attended by Og
the giant and all the other mighty people of the
time.” All the nations of the world had appointed
Abraham as a ruler over them, so when he held
a feast he invited all the kings, including Og.

Rabbenu Bechaye, Genesis 21:8

This supports our custom of celebrating the
circumcision with a festive meal, because
according to this Midrash, Abraham made
a celebration on the eighth day after Isaac’s
circumcision. This is a fitting custom, as
King David said “Gather to Me My devoted
ones, who made a covenant with Me over a
sacrifice” (Psalms 50:5).
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B. The Great Celebration

The Debate at the Party

Source 6 sereishit Rabbah 53:10

“They said to Og, ‘Did you not say that Abraham ~ ,iX D X2 OXT 532 10K
is a barren mule who cannot father children?” APRY TRY 17197 Nl 0NNy
He said to them, “and now, what is his gift?  ?inipn °nn 007 WX 20720
[Isaac] is inferior and lowly, and I can crush ~ N¥ DK OX 219 X7 ,X°0 1217Y
him with my finger.” The Holy One, blessed MNCINIR PRI — POXY by YN
be He, said to him, “Why are you mocking  ?ininm3a 2171 nox yimm n"apn 2
his gift? By your life, you will see tens of  °2°71 27X AKX NN NAXY 770
thousands of coming from his descendants, 210 PRI 1712 %12 oK niad
and in the end you will fall in their hands, as  2X "7 X" MK 772 XOX 787
it states, ‘G-d said to Moshe, “Do not fear him, PRI 97°2 °2 INR XA 9K N

for I have placed him and his entire nation in
your hands’.”

>> The Rebbe personal notes

"IN

In 1942, as the holocaust was raging in Europe, the Rebbe spoke at a Bar Mitzvah celebration in

the USA, opening with the following question:

The Bar Mitzvah is when a child enters the
Jewish nation as a full fledged member and
accepts the yoke of Torah and mitzvot, to the
joy and celebration of his family and friends.
From where does he draw the strength for
this? This question is particularly strong during
this time of crisis, when the Jewish people are
downtrodden and oppressed.

Abraham's Path is a Dead End
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Later in the speech, the Rebbe explained in depth what happened at Yitzchak's Bar Mitzvah:

Og argued that Abraham’s path of faith may
be good for him, but it isn’t relevant to the
youth, they won't follow his way. This is what
Og meant with “he cannot father children”
- there won't be any future for this path.
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0g's Approach: Physical Might

Source 7 peuteronomy 3:11

Only Og, king of Bashan, was left from the
remnant of the Rephaim. His bedstead was
a bedstead of iron; is it not in Rabbah of
the children of Ammon? Nine cubits was its
length, and four cubits its breadth, according
to the cubit of the man.

Rashbam

Bedstead of iron: As a child, he was very
strong and when he lay down he would break
a wooden cradle, thus they made him one of
iron.

Rabbah of the children of Ammon: It is still
there, in his hometown, attesting to the
wonder of a child so large.

>> The Rebbe personal notes

Og’s approach was: “his bedstead” - which
Rashbam explains refers to his childhood
cradle - “was a bedstead of iron,” meaning
that physical strength is the main thing.

Logical Ethics

Of the mitzvot, Og argued, only those that
are logically necessary should be observed,
and only because they are logical. This is
why he advised Abraham to go and save his
nephew Lot, as this was a logical mitzvah.
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The verse states, “his bedstead was . .
. in Rabbah of the children of Ammon.
Rabbah was the capital city, and his
bedstead was displayed there in
order to educate the residents of the
country, teaching them his approach
that physical strength is paramount.

Og countered that this offspring is merely
a gift, not an organic outgrowth that can
take root and flourish. This wouldn’tlast, he
said, he could crush it with his little finger.
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C. G-d's Answer

G-d's message to Og was, “why are
you mocking my gift? You will live a
long life and eventually fall into the
hands of thousands of his descendants”

Even physical strength and might
must be based on the foundation of
spirituality and faith. Without this
foundation, children will simply indulge
in luxuries which will ultimately harm
their physical health and strength too.

This is why the war in which Og fell into the
hands of Isaac’s descendants was a natural
war, fought with a sword “and the Israelites
struck him by sword,” not like the war
with the city of Jericho which was fought
with the miraculous means of the shofar,
or the miraculous war with Sancherib.

This was in order to show that physical
strength and victory depends on the health
of the soul, which comes from complete
faith in G-d, to the point of self-sacrifice.
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D. The Contemporary Message

There is a directive here for every Jew.

When we contemplate our situation, we
realize that we find ourselves in a world
with bad and evil actions, where the wicked
people hold the upper hand. Our world is
filled with concealment, as we see in our
personal lives where we spend most of our
time occupied with material matters that
strongly oppose the matters of holiness,
with the strength of Og against an eight-
day-old-baby. The strongest concealment
is from our external surroundings, and
the Jewish people are the smallest nation.

While we are occupied with holy matters,
and especially when we are holding a
great feast where “all the nations of the
world see that you are called by G-d’s
name,” there are those that come along
and think they can mock and dismiss us.

We can then wonder, where will we draw
the strength to focus on Torah and mitzvot?
We are expected to focus on holiness not
only at the high point of the Yom Kippur
prayers, but also all year round. How will we
be able to handle all of this concealment?

ORI TR TIAR D29 I IR

RXNI R 19°7 131200 ST WRD
oYM Dwp Teyny oowa -
"12°7 19 w0 211 0N DOYYm
, A%V 17°DRY ,0°IN0M NbYT
R PIOY D7 5w 91737 5N 00
aPIN3 DT N 0P CIya
S APING M L IIR Iy A
TIVT D00 TIIY 12 PN TR AW
0°IN0M MNPy ©IDA1 ,INY
5551 BRI "1aw O3 M ,YINANY

2"onyi 9on vynn” on

JIITR IV PO RN VYA
\ 2173 INWNR WY R IWRD 91D
70w 93 YINT Ay 92 1XYW 19IR3
DIMIRY PR O°RA - 27OV RIP)
PR NN DMWY pnwS oo

- DN

5y 19 AR PIn 2wnd M0 NN
M 20020 DOwYNRY NNEXM 7N
Q12 P XD 1IN DXRT DWNMTY 03
JIWR 90 qwna xR ,A9UVIa 11970
nMbYan o oy TN 510 T80

207N

10



Here we have a directive from Abraham, “the
actions of the fathers are a sign for the children”

We are all descended from Abraham who
paid no attention to the entire world around
him and announced that G-d is the ruler
of the world, the world is G-dliness, and
“there is nothing other than G-d” This
approach of Abraham is what “fathered Isaac”

In the same way, every Jew, wherever we find
ourselves, should have no fear from those who
pride themselves in their physical strength. We
have a super-rational relationship with G-d and
we express this in our lives both on Shabbat and
weekdays. We transform the physical to serve as
a vehicle for G-dliness, spiritual “descendants
of Isaac” This will empower Isaac’s physical
descendants to be victorious over all those
fighting G-d and his Torah, like in the war of Og.
May this pave the way for the conquest of the
Land of Israel, led by Mashiach speedily in our
days.
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