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A. G-d'S Promise and itS FULfILMENE.....oooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeessesseeesssseseeesssseseeesssssseesssasessesens h

At the Covenant of Parts, G-d promised Abraham a son from whoM the Jewish people
would emerge (Source 1). Almost thirty years passed and Abraham and Sarah still weren't
blessed with children. Then the incident of Sarah and Abimelech takes place: G-d punishes
Abimelech, who returns Sarah to Abraham, and Abraham prays for G-d to heal Abimelech
(Source 2). Several months later, Sarah conceives and gives birth to a son (Source 3). Rashi
explains that in the merit of Abraham’s prayers for Abimelech and his family to be healed,
Sarah too was healed and was able to conceive.

B. One Who Prays for Their Fellow iS ANSWEIEd FirSt..........oummmeeeeessssssssssseeessssssssssseees 11

G-d had already promised Abraham children at the Covenant of Parts, yet years passed
without the blessing materializing. Only after Abraham prayed for Abimelech did the miracle
happen. This teaches us the great virtue of praying for mercy for one’s fellow.

Praying for one’s needs is a biblical commandment, and one’s own life takes precedence
over someone else’s (Sources 4-5). Accordingly, one ought to first pray on their own behalf.
However, we are nevertheless told to pray for our fellow first.

LU 0T 1o 15

Even if one only prays for their fellow in the hopes that they will thus be answered first,
that's OK. The main thing is that they are praying on behalf of their fellow. Similarly, if
someone lost money and it was found by a pauper, the person who lost it has fulfilled the
mitzvah of giving charity, because what matters is that the recipient was helped.

Obviously, however, the ultimate level is that our fellow’s needs should be more important
to us than our own.

D. One Who Assists Their Fellow iS ANSWEIEA FIFSt......oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessseseeeesseseeessssssseessns 17

In next week’s Torah reading, we learn of Isaac and Rebecca’s marriage. Rashi explains that
while Abraham was busy finding Isaac a match, Isaac was busy finding Abraham a match -
bringing Hagar back. In the merit of helping his father, Isaac was answered first.

The Rebbe wrote this idea in a letter to Shifra Morozov, a Chabad Chassid whose husband
was killed in battle, saying that in the merit of the help and comfort she gives to others who
lost family members in the war, she will be answered first.

Story: The other and “I”



Introduction

G-d promises Abraham a son. For thirty years he waits, and then after he prays for Abimelech,
the promise is fulfilled. Are these events linked?

A class on the great importance of prayer and action for others, and how much it benefits

all parties.

AR UL ATITEUR

1R DWIDD NYWi
YRwn'a,Iwn-In 73,8771 WD NAw NPwn
RabslaRisbainishhyl
72°R1 474’0V ’R PON RN’ DNIN NN




Student’s
pg.3

A. G-d's Promise and its Fulfillment

The Covenant of Parts

The Covenant of Parts was one of the most important events in Jewish history. It was the moment
G-d told Abraham about the pain and suffering his descendants would endure, as well as the happier
times that would eventually follow. This promise was kept in their minds during the years of slavery
and suffering. One part of this promise still has not been fulfilled and we hope and pray for it to be

materialized very soon, with the coming of Moshiach.

According to Rashi, the covenant took place when Abraham was 70 years old.

Source 1 cenesis 15:1-14, 17
The Promise of Descendants

After these incidents, the word of G-d came to
Abram in a vision, saying, "Fear not, Abram; I am
your Shield; your reward is exceedingly great."
Abram replied, "G-d, what will You give me,
since I am going childless, and the steward of
my household is Eliezer of Damascus?" Abram
said, "You have not given me children; one of
my household will inherit me." The word of G-d
came to him, saying, "This one will not inherit
you, rather the one who will come forth from
your innards will inherit you." G-d took Abram
outside, and said, "Please look heavenward and
count the stars, if you are able to count them." He
said to him, "So will be your seed.” Abram believed
in G-d, and [G-d] considered it his righteousness.

G-d said to him, "I am G-d, Who brought you
forth from Ur of the Chaldees, to give you this
land to inherit it." Abram said, "G-d, how will
I know that I will inherit it?" G-d said to him,
"Take for Me three heifers and three goats and
three rams, and a turtle dove and a young bird."
Abram took all of these for G-d and split them in
half. He placed each part opposite its other half,
but he did not divide the birds.

Rashi

Split them: He separated each one into two
parts. The verse retains its literal meaning,

TI2T MR AN 07T 0N
"X SANRG NInR DaKRR NI
TR0 T2 AR "I D XA
TR DK MNP TRD 1270
ErA =R s
FYRT XA I3 PO T
N? 77 17 DI2K MR YN
waP DAt WM Y nnn)
TR PR IT2T TN PN
NY? UK DX [ W XD
NN RYPY YT NI YD
TRYNYN RITU2D MR 1YIND
9807 “oIRTON 0022150 DY
YN T D D N1 onX
TR 2 pawnn AR N

WX T TN TR
nn? ool WD PnNin
MPYYy DN WA 7
°D YIN 1R 712 IR MRM
7 TR TN MR YR
TR NYWR 1Y) YU N7y
TR 27T SPriN M W
187 TI02 DX IR NN
TXY NPT DRI NN

An2 X7 Spgn

U7 TOX 2D PPn .onN N2
TR REP XD PR D
ivIYD



Student’s
pg. &

for he was making a covenant with G-d to
keep His promise and give the land to his
descendants .. The way covenants are made
is by walking between the two parts of an
animal, as it says in Jeremiah, “those who walk
between the parts of a calf.” Here too, the fire
and smoke that went between the parts was
an emissary of the Divine presence, which is
called “fire.”
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The book of Jeremiah describes how during the siege on Jerusalem by the Babylonians just before its
destruction, the city’s residents decided to fulfill the mitzvah of releasing their servants which they
had not done until then. But once the siege was lifted, they took them all back despite the covenant
they made with G-d about this in the Holy Temple. The prophet Jeremiah rebuked them in G-d’s
name:

“I will deliver the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not kept the words of the
covenant which they made before Me when they cut the calf in two and passed between its parts. The
princes of Judah and the princes of Jerusalem, the officers and the priests, and all the people of the

land who passed between the parts of the calf. I will deliver them into the hands of their enemies.
(Jeremiah 34:18-20)

We see 1,200 years after Abraham, when the residents of Jerusalem accepted an obligation on
themselves they made a covenant by splitting a calf and walking between the parts. This was a legal
procedure practiced for thousands of years, not only among Jews.

The Sefer Halkarim (4:45) explains that the symbolism behind this custom is that “making a covenant
is a bond between two people to connect the love between them to the extent that they become like
one body, and each will watch over the other like they would watch over themselves.” In other words,
when two people enter a covenant between the parts of an animal that symbolizes that they are one
body and will put themselves out to save the other like they would for themselves.

The birds of prey descended upon the carcasses,
and Abram drove them away.

'072% 00X

Even Yisrael (Steinsaltz) commentary
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The birds of prey descending on the carcasses
symbolize the enemies who wish to destroy

the covenant. Abraham fought them off and
drove them away. This foretells that the
covenant and its realization will encounter
many challenges and threats and it will be
necessary to stand up to them.
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The sun was ready to set, and a deep sleep
fell upon Abram, and behold, a fright, a great
darkness was falling upon him.

Even Yisrael (Steinsaltz) commentary

This is not describing regular sleep that
results from exhaustion, but an inability to
remain awake, as if something extraneous is
inducing him to sleep. This generates a dark
fear that has no reason or meaning.

G-d said to Abram, "You shall surely know that
your descendants will be strangers in a land
that is not theirs, and they will be enslaved and
oppressed for four hundred years.

I will also judge the nation that enslaved them,
and afterwards they will go forth with great
wealth...

When the sun set and it was dark a smoking
furnace and a fire brand passed between these
parts.

Even Yisrael (Steinsaltz) commentary

The smoke and fire represent G-d’s presence
passing through the parts, concluding the
formal part of the covenant.
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Almost 30 years passed and Abraham and Sarah still didn’t bear children. During that

time, Abraham marries a second wife, Hagar, who bears Yishmael, but G-d tells Abraham
that this is not the fulfillment of His promise. You will have a child from Sarah, G-d told
him, and this son will inherit you and begin the Jewish nation.

Then, a terrifying story happens. Abimelech, the king of Gerar, kidnaps Sarah and drags

her to his palace. The story has a surprising ending ....

Source 2 cenesis 201-11, 14-18
Abimelech and Sarah

Abraham traveled from there to the land of the
south, and he dwelt between Kadesh and Shur,
and he sojourned in Gerar. Abraham said about
Sarah his wife, "She is my sister," and Abimelech
the king of Gerar sent and took Sarah.
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G-d came to Abimelech in a nighttime dream and
He said to him, "You are going to die because of
the woman whom you have taken, for she is a
married woman." Abimelech had not come near
to her, and he said, "G-d, would You kill even a
righteous nation? Did he not say to me, 'She is
my sister'? She also said, 'He is my brother.' I
have done this with an innocent heart and pure
hands."

G-d said to him in a dream, "I too know that
you did this with an innocent heart, and I have
withheld you from sinning to Me; therefore, I
did not let you touch her. Return the man's wife,
because he is a prophet, and he will pray for you
and you will live. But if you do not return her,
know that you will surely die, you and all that is
yours.”

Rashi

Because he is a prophet: He knows you haven’t
touched her, therefore he will pray for you.

Abimelech arose early in the morning, and he
summoned all his servants, and he spoke all
these words in their ears. The men were very
frightened. Abimelech summoned Abraham and
said to him, "What have you done to us, and what
have I sinned against you, that you have brought
upon me and upon my kingdom a great sin? You
have done to me deeds that are not done.

Rashi

Deeds that are not done: A plague that doesn’t
regularly afflict people has befallen us through
you; all our bodily openings have shut, those
for seed, urine, excrement and the ears and
nostrils.

Abimelech said to Abraham, "Why did you do
this?" Abraham said, "For I said, 'Surely, there is
no fear of G-d in this place, and they will kill me
because of my wife.”” Abimelech took flocks nof
sheep and cattle and servants and maidservants,
and he gave them to Abraham, and he returned
his wife Sarah. Abimelech said, "Here is my land
before you; you may live wherever you please.”
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To Sarah he said, "I have given a thousand pieces
of silver to your brother; behold it is to you a
covering of the eyes for all who are with you,
and with all you shall contend."

Rashi

To Sarah he said: Abimelech said in her honor
in order to appease her, “I have bestowed upon
you this honor; I have given money to your
brother, whom you said, ‘He is my brother.’
Behold this money and this honor are to you a
covering of the eyes.”

For all who are with you: They will cover their
eyes, so that they will not denigrate you. Had
I returned you empty-handed, they could have
said, “After he violated her, he returned her.”
Now that I had to spend so much money to
appease you, they will know that I returned
you against my will, through a miracle.

Abraham prayed to G-d, and G-d healed Abimelech
and his wife and his handmaids, and they gave
birth.

For G-d had shut every womb of Abimelech's
household, on account of Sarah, Abraham's wife.

Rashi

They gave birth: As the Targum renders: and
they were relieved. Their orifices were opened,
and they expelled that which needed to be
expelled, and that is their birth.

Every womb: Every bodily opening.

Because of Sarah: Through the words of Sarah.
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Several months later, Sarah conceives and gives birth to a son!
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Source 3 cenesis 21:1-3
Sarah’s Conception

G-d had remembered Sarah as He had said, and
did for Sarah as He had promised.

Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his
old age, at the time of which G-d had spoken to
him. Abraham named his son who had been born
to him, whom Sarah had borne to him, Isaac.

Are these events linked?
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Rashi explains that the scoffers of the day had an explanation of their own:

Rashi, Genesis 25:19

The scoffers of the generation claimed that Sarah
became pregnant from Abimelech, because for
years she hadn’t become pregnant from Abraham.
What did G-d do? He made Isaac’s countenance
resemble Abraham’s, and everyone knew that
Abraham fathered Isaac. This is why the verse
says “Isaac the son of Abraham,” for there is
proof that Abraham fathered Isaac.

After negating the scoffers’ claims, let’s study the Talmud’s understanding of the connection between

the events:

Rashi

G-d had remembered Sarah: This section was
placed next to the preceding section to teach
you that when people ask for mercy for their
fellow when they are in need of the same thing
themselves, they are answered first. As it says
(verse 17) “Abraham prayed, etc.,” and immediately
following it, “G-d had remembered Sarah,” i.e.,
He had already remembered her before He healed
Abimelech.
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Rashi cites the Talmud’s explanation that there indeed is a connection. In the merit of Abraham
praying for Abimelech and his family, their orifices opened and they were able to relieve themselves.
This caused Abraham and his family to be answered, and Sarah was able to bear children.



B. One Who Prays for Their Fellow is Answered First

Student'g G-d had already promised Abraham that

Sarah would have a son, so even without
Abraham’s prayer for Abimelech the promise
had to be fulfilled. Nevertheless, Rashi
points to Abraham’s prayer for Abimelech
as the reason for Sarah’s giving birth.

G-d’s promise to Abraham was given all
the way back at the Covenant of Parts, as
Rashi continues “when did G-d promise
this to Abraham? When He spoke to him at
the covenant between the split parts and
told him that his servant wouldn’t inherit
him, and he gave him a son from Sarah”

Meaning that although there had been a
promise made years earlier at the Covenant
of Parts (according to Rashi it was 30
years earlier), it had not yet been fulfilled.
It was only after Abraham prayed for
Abimelech that Sarah became pregnant.

This highlights the power of praying on behalf
of others. G-d's promise was not fulfilled
for many years after it had been given,
but when Abraham prayed for Abimelech,
Sarah was immediately remembered and
blessed, even before Abimelech was healed.
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It is clear that Abimelech was healed
straight after Abraham’s prayer, and
Sarah was healed even before that.

Moreover, even when a request for
another person is for a completely
new blessing, while one’s own request
is for something that has already been
promised and is therefore easier to
fulfill, we should ask for mercy for the
other person first. We learn this from
Abrahamwhofirstprayedfor Abimelech,
even though asking for his own blessing
would have been requesting something
that had already been promised to him.

This was how Abraham acted before
the giving of the Torah, so it is all
the more true for us after the giving
of the Torah, as love for our fellow
Jew is a core principle of the Torah.

When we need something we must
pray to G-d and ask for our needs. This
is a positive Biblical commandment, the
mitzvah of prayer, “the obligation to pray
isthataperson...should ask forall of his
needs.” As a result, one may think that
when he and his friend need the same
thing he should pray for himself first,
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because by doing so he is fulfilling a
mitzvah, and only after this he should
pray for his fellow. This argument
is further strengthened by the
Talmud’s statement that “your life
takes precedence to your fellow’s”

Source & reviticus 25:36

Your brother shall live with you.

Source 5 Talmud, Bava Metzia 62a

If two people are walking on their way and one
has a jug of water; if both drink, they will both
die, if only one drinks, he will be able to reach
civilization. Ben Petura said: Better they both
drink and die, and one doesn’t see the death of
his fellow. Rabbi Akiva taught that “Your brother
shall live with you” means that your life takes

precedence over your fellow’s life.

>> The Rebbe

We are therefore informed that
when a person asks for mercy for his
friend and he is in need of the same
matter he is answered first. This
underlines the great importance of
love for our fellow Jews, that even
when a person needs the same thing
himself he first prays for his fellow.

Disproportionate

Abraham’s personal need was much
greater than Abimelech’s,
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because he was awaiting the birth of his
heir Isaac who would be the ancestor
of the Jewish people. The verse states
“I multiplied his descendants and gave
him Isaac,” meaning that the birth of
Isaac was the key to the flourishing
of the Jewish people, like the stars of
heaven and the sand on the seashore.
Nevertheless, praying for someone
else is so important that Abraham first
prayed for Abimelech.
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C. Mutual Benefit

>> The Rebbe

Stude;lgt'lg Praying on behalf of another is one of

Student

those good deeds for which we receive
physical reward, because when we do
so we are answered first.

This applies even when a person prays
for their fellow with the goal of receiving
the reward of being answered first. This
is not the optimal form of prayer for
another person, as it is not done out
of care for someone else’s welfare over
one's own - one does so in order to be
answered himself first.

(This is analogous to a person who
knows that honor chases anyone who
runs away from it, so he runs away from
honor, in order that it should chase
him... Clearly this isn't what running
away from honor really means,)

Joke

A person approached their rabbi and asked: “Our sages say that ‘one who runs away from honor is
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pursued by honor,” but I always run away from honor and it still doesn’t run after me!”

The rabbi replied: “From your question it seems that as you run away from honor you occasionally
look back over your shoulder to see if it is indeed running after you. Honor thinks you are trying to

catch it, so it runs away from you ...

" 'lg Even people who pray for their fellow

with an ulterior motive are stillanswered
first. The motive notwithstanding, they
have still prayed for their fellow.
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Their fellow has benefited from their
prayer, and for their fellow’s needs the
motive makes no difference.

This is comparable to the mitzvah of
charity, where the important thing is
that the poor person should receive
their needs, and the intention of the
giver makes little difference. This is
expressed in the Talmud’s statement “if
a person lost a coin and a poor person
found it and used it to buy his needs, the
loser is given the credit” Even though
the poor person found it without the
loser’s knowledge, he has fulfilled the
mitzvah of charity. As the Baal Shem Tov
said, purity of intentions isn't of critical
importance in the case of charity.

However, the ultimate form of prayer
for one’s fellow is, of course, when
the prayer is made with genuine love
for the other person, to the extent
that someone else’s benefit is more
important than one’s own.

o1 ,1N%50 710 5y NPYIN Sapn 1 am
*7° 5y 1598 "19N) 179720 Sapnw nbyIng
5w ININM3 °n 555 RN XPDI PR (79001
no1n N2 D NYAI DINX OR) D9onni
0 DRT WYY IR LNOWORT IN20N NP

712710 MY X177 99w DR PRk

JIPTR NIZND Y112 DORXIN WRY 17 O
PRI L1 DR AR v - YR
*D3,1N1377 PW 1NINM3 °1n 79 55 17390 RpPD3
TARNT” 97T 1PMAT MRHDN DA NN
11237 172 DI9DNI 71V RN 1T TINN Y90
1Y WX 127DRY ,AM195,”710 257 POy
X177 997,990 10y 7 R9% 170 DY 039907
9Ya77 7710 V1T .IRTRA NI DR 07PN
79 55 a1 RD OpIRn MIshaY 2w ow

J19 1w 1Imon

noonw  mowoa jam LIRS DaAR
Sy 19DN7 WK - X7 937w NIRVhYn
DAIR %W Unonx wAY TInn NYan 1an
nYA NPNR NAWY P T Y L,ORW
1997 ,°W R 1N WRD N Y 198X

720 5y H9onn wrab 5o

16



Student’s
pg.13

Student’s
pg. 13

D. One Who Assists Their Fellow is Answered First

In next week’s Torah reading, Parshat Chayei Sarah, the Torah teaches us a higher level of love for
our fellow Jews.

Most of this portion focuses on the story of Isaac and Rebecca’s marriage. After Sarah died, Abraham
called his chief of staff Eliezer and commanded him to travel to Haran (modern-day Turkey) to bring
a bride from Abraham’s family for his son.

Eliezer immediately sets off on his way. As soon as he arrives in Haran, he heads for the well, which
is the gathering place for all the locals. He turns to G-d with a prayer and a deal. He will ask a local
young woman for a drink of water. If, in return, she would offer to even draw water for his camels, he
will know that she is to be Isaac’s bride.

Before he managed to finish his prayer, his plan was already fulfilled. Rebecca came out and the entire
story began to play out. It was so striking that even her father Bethuel and her brother Laban were
forced to agree that it was G-d’s hand (24:7). The very next day, Rebecca joined Eliezer for the return
trip to Canaan.

Now, when describing her arrival in Canaan, the Torah seems to insert a superfluous verse:

Source 6 senesis 24:62
“Isaac was returning from Be'er Lachai Ro’i, for WY M2 N2 Xian X2 PNy
he dwelt in the south country.” 2230 YIN2 2P NI
Rashi
From Be'er Lachai Ro’i: He went to bring Hagar TonY o8 om? N2 Xian
to his father so he could marry her. PAX OTNNY WD X027
TINETY

Be'er Lachai Ro'l is the name Hagar gave to the well near which she prayed to G-d. The Midrash
explains that this otherwise unremarkable landmark is a reference to Hagar herself.

This brings us to an often overlooked, but amazing insight:

Abraham just lost his wife, but he is fully invested in finding a spouse for his son Isaac. He is willing to
give away his entire fortune to draw Rebecca to Canaan. At the very same time, Isaac is fully invested
in finding a wife for his father, and makes a personal journey to Beer Lachai Ro’i to bring Hagar back!
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This week, Parshat Vayera, we read about the virtue of praying for a friend, while in Chayei Sara we
read not about prayers but about actions. Abraham sends his servant to find Isaac a wife, while Isaac
decides to get up on his own and travel personally to find a spouse for his father. And perhaps that’s
why Eliezer found Isaac’s spouse in such a miraculous and easy fashion.

Maybe that’'s why adoptive parents sometimes merit biological children afterwards. When a couple
chooses to adopt a child whose parents cannot raise him or her for whatever reason, G-d pays them
back measure for measure and gives them children of their own.

The Rebbe wrote this idea to Shifra Morozov, a Chabad follower whose husband was killed in battle.

When Shifra received the news that her husband, David, was killed during the Suez Crisis, her feeling
of loss was tremendous. But shortly after the war ended, the Rebbe had a request for her: to volunteer
to help the families of other soldiers killed in action.

During the years that followed, Shifra, together with other Chabad followers, dedicated herself to the
Rebbe’s directive. Personal assistance, heart to heart conversations, holiday events and celebrations,

and Purim packages became a regular part of her schedule.

She maintained constant correspondence with the Rebbe, updating him on the plight of the widows
and orphans, and the Rebbe regularly encouraged her to do even more and increase her efforts. She
transmitted requests from widows to the Rebbe, and he gave his personal time to each of them, and
would even send some money to help them.

Here is an excerpt of a letter The Rebbe sent Shifra:

Source 7 Letter of The Rebbe, 18 Kislev 5728

You are fortunate to have merited to successfully on  anatw  aphn wRs
raise the spirits of so many Jewish women— ma1 mwsl TTIVY  anUoEn
daughters of Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah— AR 9o wR PR nan
in their unique circumstance of having lost their kiaaihivealnnlA =R nislsishy
husbands. Our sages say that “One who prays ITARY TN JTRYE AN
for their fellow is answered first,” so G-d will (27270 0¥ n% mIvTan) onvhya
certainly raise and strengthen your spirits. "M2T DYIMRI ONTI2YT ORTIDY
SRR Iv: NIt P Aman

meynm Thane own nTITYY

X517 12802 AN PN

StO I‘y The other and “I.” Adapted from HaTomim, vol. 7 pg. 103

Before Pesach 1880, two chassidim arrived in Lubavitch to see the Rebbe Maharash. The first chasid,
Reb Michoel Aharon Pisarevsky, though not particularly knowledgeable in Torah and Chassidus, had
a warm Chassidic heart. He was always concerned for others. The second chassid, Reb Leib Posen,
was a wealthy man from Vitebsk who gave charity and occupied himself with acts of kindness, but all
within certain limits.



When Reb Michoel Aharon entered the Rebbe's study for a private audience, the first subject he raised
was the situation of his old friend, Reb Nachman Zeltzer. He described the poverty of the family, which
included children of marriageable age, and pleaded for mercy on his friend's behalf. The Rebbe gave
his blessing that G-d should help him, and Reb Michoel Aharon begged the Rebbe that the blessing be
a firm commitment. When he then described his own dire situation, the Rebbe said, "It seems you're
even worse off than Reb Nachman!" Reb Michael Aharon answered, "About myself, I know I don't
deserve anything better, so I must not complain, and I have to be satisfied with what I have."

The Rebbe covered his eyes, sat in a state of deep meditation for a short while and then said, "If a
person davens for a fellow Yid, his own prayers are answered first. May G-d grant you success!" And
not long after, both Reb Michael Aharon and his friend Reb Nachman succeeded in their businesses
and became very wealthy.

The second chasid, Reb Leib, began his private audience by describing his personal matters at length
and asked for a blessing. Only then did he sigh and report the situation of his friend, a chassid called
Reb Shmuel Brin. Even though Reb Shmuel was a very active and successful businessman, he would
learn an in-depth shiur in Talmud, Jewish law, and Chassidut every day. Lately, his business had not
been doing well, and swindlers had also thrown him deeply into debt. Reb Leib related Reb Shimuel's
misfortunes and concluded, "Of course it's all from G-d, but he still is to be pitied."

The Rebbe covered his eyes and sank deep in thought, but did not reply. Soon afterwards, a fire broke
out on the street where Reb Leib's storage houses stood, and he lost tens of thousands of rubles. At
the same time another fire caught onto his shop, causing him an additional loss. He soon traveled
to see the Rebbe, and at his audience he told the Rebbe of his great losses and wept bitterly. With a
penetrating look, the Rebbe said, "When tragedy befell Reb Shimuel Brin and left him penniless, you
accepted it calmly, but now, when it has come to your merchandise, you cry out. The you and the I are
two separate things!"

Realizing now that his hardships had resulted from his attitude towards his friend, Reb Leib wandered
around in a daze, not knowing what to do. After two days he returned to the Rebbe's room, asked to be
guided on a path of repentance, and undertook to think about the welfare of others.

In response, the Rebbe Maharash quoted the teaching of the Baal Shem Tov, that whenever one passes
judgment on another, he is automatically passing judgment on himself, whether in a positive direction
or the opposite. Thus, if one passes judgment on another for something he has done, he causes the
Heavenly Court to press charges against himself. If, instead, he shares in the anguish of that other
person and argues that he deserves help from G-d, he himself is dealt with compassionately.

The Rebbe then instructed Reb Leib to lend his friend 3000 rubles, and to proceed to Moscow to buy
merchandise for his own shop. After the Rebbe gave him a blessing he headed for home, ready to do
as instructed.

19



However, arriving at Reb Shmuel's home, he found out that his friend had traveled to nearby Lubavitch.
So, even though he was anxious to travel to Moscow for his own purchases, he was afraid to deviate
from the exact order of the Rebbe's instructions. Finally, when he went to synagogue on Friday night,
he found the recently returned Reb Shmuel in a joyous mood and surrounded by chassidim, who were
listening excitedly to what he was saying.

Reb Leib envied him: despite his losses, he looked like the happiest of men. The gabbai then quieted
everyone. Reb Shimuel repeated the Chassidic discourse that he had just heard from the Rebbe, and
the following day, he repeated it twice more. After Shabbat, Reb Leib hurried to Reb Shimuel's house
to give him the money.

Welcoming him warmly, Reb Shmuel tried to raise his friend’s spirits by talking about the well-known
saying that "after a fire one prospers." Reb Leib was moved by the way Reb Shmuel was able to console
him, when only recently he himself had also suffered financial loss. Reb Shmuel then told him of the
despair that he had felt when he first found out about the calamity that had befallen him. However,
not long after, a special messenger brought him a message from the Rebbe, telling him that he knew of
his circumstances but did not agree with the way he was responding to the situation.

Reb Shmuel continued, "When I then visited Lubavitch, I was instructed to buy ready-made rafts, and
received a blessing for my merchandise and for a side income as well. So I traveled to Riga to order
some fine rafts. On the way home I met a Jew looking for an arbitrator to settle a dispute between two
businessmen. I agreed, and after successfully sorting out the matter, I was paid. "How will you pay the
people who will deliver the rafts?" Reb Leib asked.

Reb Shmuel reassured him that he had the Rebbe's blessing and G-d would no doubt help. Not knowing
how to properly broach the topic, Reb Leib blurted out, "Don't worry about the money! I've brought you
a certain sum for that!" And he told him of the loan of 3000 rubles that he had in his wallet. When Reb
Shmuel refused to accept it, Reb Leib told him the whole story. Reb Shmuel said, "You have done what
the Rebbe has told you to do. However, our sages assure us that G-d considers a good thought as if it
was actually done. I am not accepting the money."

That same night Reb Leib traveled to Lubavitch, complained to the Rebbe about Reb Shmuel's refusal,
and left the bundle of rubles on the table. Early Monday morning, a messenger from the Rebbe knocked
on Reb Shmuel's door with a sealed envelope and a note written by the Rebbe: "I am sending you three
thousand rubles until after you sell the rafts. Have success!" Reb Shmuel accepted the money, bought
the rafts and sold them at a handsome profit.

At the same time, Reb Leib traveled to Moscow, where the suppliers agreed to sell him merchandise
on credit. Moreover, he won thousands of rubles in a lottery and on the advice of the Rebbe, bought
and sold flax for an incredible profit. All the above four chassidim finally enjoyed great success and
remained wealthy throughout their lives. Above all, Reb Leib learned a lesson: the other and “I” and
not two separate things.
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This story is full of great lessons. One that we will focus on is how Reb Leib, who suffered a loss,
managed to look past himself and put his hand into his pocket and lend his friend money, and then he
saw success in his own business.

When you do something for someone else, you are answered first.

Life Lesson:

When we encounter a challenge or difficult moment, we naturally recede into ourselves, worrying
about the situation we are in and we see less of the people around us. It’'s normal.

If we want to leave this cycle, the Rebbe says, we must see and feel the troubles of others, and pray for
them and act on their behalf - that is what will bring us salvation.

Additionally, we shouldn't suffice with prayer, we should act. When we are in a difficult situation and
we lift our heads from the water and see someone else also struggling, and we amass all our strength
to help them while we ourselves struggle to survive, that will bring us the salvation we hope for.
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