WHAT AROUSES J0Y?

Why is Sukkot the most joyous holiday? Is it related
to agriculture and economics or perhaps to our
failures? The Torah tells us about the happiest
Sukkot in Jewish history, and the Rebbe derives a
practical lesson from it.
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At the end of seventy years of Babylonian exile, Ezra led the Jewish people back to Jerusalem
where they celebrated Sukkot with great joy, “for it had not been celebrated since the days
of Joshua.” (Source 1)

How can it be said that the Jews did not celebrate Sukkot until then? The commentaries
explain that for all those earlier years it wasn't done in the most optimal manner, and that
is why there was great joy in the time of Ezra. (Source 2)

The Rebbe asks: Why wasn't Sukkot celebrated with such joy in the days of King David and
Solomon, and only in Ezra’s time, when they weren’'t even completely liberated yet?

B. The Meaning of the Primary FESHIVALS..........cceewummmmsmeeesessssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssee ]

There are two central festivals in the year: Sukkot, concluding with Shemini Atzeret, and
Passover, which ends with Shavuot.

Passover represents the Divine service of the always-righteous person; Passover was the
“conversion” of all the Jewish people, and we derive laws of conversion from this event
(Source 3). A new convert is compared to a newborn child (Source 4) and is thus on the level
of the always-righteous (Source 5). Sukkot, however, symbolizes the Divine service of the
penitent; historically, it followed the sin of the golden calf and the Jews’ repentance over it,
and annually, it follows the Ten Days of Repentance.

This is why the Jews are divided into four kinds specifically on Sukkot, as the Midrash
explains the meaning behind the mitzvah of taking the Four Kinds (Source 6). On Passover,
the Jews were like newborns, and at that point, when they were all just starting out in life,
they were all equal. On Sukkot, however, after the sin and repentance for the golden calf,
there were different levels of penitents, and accordingly, different kinds of Jews.

The Rebbe emphasizes that all four kinds of Jews repented completely and received G-d’s
forgiveness, but were at different levels depending on the magnitude of their sin and the
level of their repentance. Quoting the Zohar and the Midrash, the Rebbe says that all kinds
of Jews are accepted by G-d. (Source 7)

C. A JOYOUS HOLIGQY.c.uu0uuurnneneeeereessesssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 17

The Yalkut Shimoni observes that the Torah doesn’t use the word “joy” once for Passover,
but uses it three times for Sukkot. (The simple explanation is that Sukkot is more joyous
because of the people’s economic standing. At that time of the year, the crops are sufficiently
dried to be taken into the storehouses [Source 8]).



According to what we learned, we can now understand on a deeper level why Sukkot is so
joyous: the repentance increases the joy. The verse states “peace, peace to the far and near,’
and the Sages expound that G-d blesses everyone with peace, but first blesses those who
were far and drew near. When the far become close, this elicits special joy.

This explains the great joy of Sukkot for those returning to Israel from exile. When the Jews
entered Israel during Joshua's days, they were on the level of the always-righteous, and they
celebrated Sukkot accordingly. When Ezra came up to Israel after the destruction of the
First Temple due to severe transgressions, the Jews repented and brought G-d's presence
down again, causing the tremendous joy they experienced.

Introduction

The Torah tells of a historic Sukkot celebration in the days of Ezra, noting that it was so
joyous because Sukkot hadn’t been celebrated since Joshua’s times. Is that so? Did kings
David and Solomon not celebrate Sukkot?
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A. Historical Background

After seventy years of Jewish exile in Babylon, Cyrus, the Persian ruler, called on the Jews to return
to Israel and rebuild their land and lay the foundations for the second temple. Some 42,000 exiles
followed Ezra the Scribe to Jerusalem.

Over the next few years, they rebuilt the Holy Temple, but they experienced difficulties in constructing
a wall around the Temple. Only after much tension with the surrounding nations did Nehemiah,
one of their leaders, succeed in completing the wall. Building the wall symbolized a strong Jewish
settlement and put an end to the opposition of the nations around them. All this took place close to
Rosh Hashanah. Now was the perfect opportunity to thank G-d and mark the holy day with all the
Jews gathered at the Holy Temple. Ezra led the people and spoke about the day before the assembled

crowd.

Source 1 nehemiah 7-8 (excerpts)

These are the people of the land who went up from
the captivity of exile, exiled by Nebuchadnezzar
to Babylon. They returned to Jerusalem and to
Judea, each to their own city.

The complete group numbered 42,360.

The seventh month arrived, and the Children of
Israel were in their cities. All the people gathered
as one to the square before the Water Gate, and
they told Ezra the Scribe to bring the scroll of
the law of Moses, which G-d had commanded
Israel.

On the second day, the heads of the tribes, the
priests, and the Levites, gathered with Ezra to
understand the words of the Torah. They found
written in the Torah that G-d had commanded—
by the hand of Moses—that the Children of Israel
dwell in Sukkot on the festival in the seventh
month. They should announce and proclaim in
all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, "Go out
to the mountain and bring olive leaves and leaves
of oil trees, myrtle leaves, date palm leaves,
and willow branches, to make Sukkot, as it is
written.”

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, Ezra reads the verses in the Torah commanding the Jews to

dwell in Sukkot during the upcoming festival.
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The people went out and made Sukkot for
themselves, each one on his roof and in their
courts and in the courts of the House of G-d, and
in the square of the Water Gate, and in the square
of the Gate of Ephraim. The whole company that
had returned from exile built sukkot and lived in
them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until
that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like
this; their joy was very great.
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That year everyone observed the Sukkot holiday and great joy filled Jerusalem.

>> The Rebbe

Sukkot Wasn’t Celebrated Since Joshua?

The verse tells us about the Sukkot celebrated
by the Jewish people when they returned to the
Land of Israel from exile with Ezra: “The whole
company that had returned from exile built
sukkotandlivedinthem.FromthedaysofJoshua
son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not
celebrated it like this; their joy was very great.

This is very difficult, as the Talmud asks in
Tractate Arachin: “could it be that they didn't
make sukkot in the time of King David? They
didn't make sukkot during the time of King
Solomon? Only when Ezra came around?
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Sukkot Was Celebrated, But Not Like This

The commentators explain that the verse
doesn’t mean that the Jewish people hadn’t
observed the mitzvah of sukkotatall, G-dforbid.
Rather, it is stating that at the time of Ezra they
observed the mitzvah in the optimal manner,
and they celebrated with great joy as a result.
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Source 3 wvetzudat pavid, Nehemiah 8:17

Student's Had not celebrated: Meaning, they observed the  1» mgnd My 2" vy X2 %3
P34 mitzvah in the optimal manner, which had not  "m"» 12 Wy X2 WK 0207
been done since Joshua. g2 v

Great joy: Over fulfilling the mitzvah in such a mR R DY e mm
proper manner. R upng nlgan

Metzudat David explains that the verse doesn’t mean that Sukkot was not observed from Joshua'’s days
until Ezra, a period of 900 years. Rather, during that time it was not observed meticulously, with the
active participation of the entire people, as it was in the time of Ezra. Several other commentators

concur.

>> The Rebbe

Studeggfg Now we need to understand why Sukkot wasn't TIT MW oYL N ANk X
celebrated with such joy during the eras of  ynm m3100 a0 DX A XD NS
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redemption, they were still subjected to
foreign rule. So why was it specifically then
that Sukkot was celebrated with such great joy?
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During the time of Joshua, the Jewish people enjoyed full independence, but when they returned from
Babylonia they were still subject to Persian rule. Why then was their celebration of Sukkot during the
later era so much more joyful than in the former?
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B. The Meaning of the Primary Festivals

>> The Rebbe

Two Major Festivals

we must first
theme of Sukkot.

To understand this
explain the general

There are three major festivals, during which
a pilgrimage is made to the Temple: Pesach,
Shavuot, and Sukkot. The Midrash tells us that
these festivals can be grouped into two, as
Shavuot is considered an extension of Pesach,
similar to the way Sukkot concludes with
the festival of Shemini Atzeret. The theme
of Pesach is the Exodus from Egypt, and its
culmination is on Shavuot, when we received
the Torah. As the verse states, “When you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you
will worship G-d on this mountain,” and the
Midrash explains, “in what merit were they
taken out of Egypt? In the merit of the Torah.

Pesach - Festival of the Righteous

The festivals of Pesach and Sukkot both
occur on the fifteenth day of the month, in
Nisan and Tishrei respectively. They share
much in common, and a number of laws are
derived from their similarity. But there is also
a key difference between these two festivals:
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Pesach, “the time of our freedom,” represents
the Divine service of fully righteous people.
Pesach was effectively the conversion of
the Jewish people, and the Talmud derives
a number of the laws of conversion from
the conduct of our ancestors in Egypt, A
convert is considered like a completely new
person, perfectly righteous with no blemish.
Such a person can proceed confidently
to “worship G-d on this mountain’

Source 3 vevamot 41a

The sages taught: Rabbi Eliezer says that a
convert who circumcised but did not immerse
is a valid convert, as we see that the forefathers
circumcised but did not immerse. What about
one who immersed and did not circumcise? Rabbi
Yehoshua says such a person is a valid convert,
as we see that our female ancestors immersed
but did not circumcise. The sages ruled that
one who did not immerse and circumcise is not
considered to be converted until they do both.
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The sages are debating whether both immersion and circumcision are required for conversion, or

whether just one of the two suffices. In explaining their positions, the sages compared the conversion
process to the actions our ancestors undertook before leaving Egypt. This demonstrates that before

celebrating Passover, our ancestors underwent a process of conversion.

Source & maimonides Mishneh Torah, Laws of Forbidden Relations 13:10

A gentile who converts to Judaism and a slave
who is freed are considered like newborn
children.

Source 5 rashi on vayishlach 36:3

The Midrash names three whose sins are all
pardoned: a new convert, one who attains a new
position of stature, and a bridegroom.
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There’s a novel idea in the laws of conversion. A new convert is essentially reborn, like a child just
entering this world. As a new person, they are not the same person who did those past sins; those sins
are pardoned, turning the convert into an always-righteous person.

Thus, at Passover time, all the Jews had just undergone conversion, and were all pardoned from their
sins—like newborn babies who are without sin—making them all always-righteous.

>> The Rebbe

Sukkot - The Festival of Penitents

The festival of Sukkot is observed in the seventh w2 R - D100 A0 19N
month, Tishrei. The Midrash explains that Sy "swn” owa Rpww S yawn
Tishrei means “forgive” in Aramaic, “forgive  sqyq by qp3m prawm ™wn” ow
(tishrei), release, and atone for the debts of Your  nyq9n 5y 9997 i 50 =] "y
people” Sukkot comes after we have observed
ten days of repentance, beginning with Rosh
Hashanah and concluding with Yom Kippur. The
four days between Yom Kippur and Sukkot are a
continuation and completion of the Yom Kippur
theme of atonement, and immediately thereafter
we enter the “first day of our new account of sins.”
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In llght of thiS, the theme of Sukkot is the x'?) X177 D10 AN bw WYY L,
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the completely righteous, the theme of Pesach. TN oY1 NTAY (RDR

Pesach represents the completely righteous, while Sukkot represents a person that has repented for
their transgressions.

Firstly, this was the historical background of those days. Between the Exodus on Pesach and receiving
the Torah on Shavuot the Jewish people were completely righteous. But shortly thereafter they
committed the sin of the golden calf. They were punished for this sin, and then repented and asked for
forgiveness. Their forgiveness was finally granted by G-d on Yom Kippur. When Sukkot came around
a few days later, they were penitents.

The same is true every year. During the month of Elul and the first part of Tishrei, we occupy ourselves
with prayer and repentance, and then on Sukkot we are penitents.
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Four Types of Penitents

Studeg;'s:3 This is also the reason why specifically on Sukkot 1191077 312 RP1TW DYV 03N
~ we emphasize the division of the Jewish people Dopbnl DR 1w RN

into four groups. D0 IYIIRY

In addition to dwelling in the Sukkah, there’s another mitzvah on Sukkot: the Four Kinds. The Torah
says to “take for yourself ... a beautiful fruit (Etrog) palm fronds (Lulav) branch of a braided tree
(Haddasim) and willows of the brook (Aravot).” The mitzvah is to bind them together and wave them

each day of the holiday, except for Shabbat.

What is the significance of binding these four species? The Midrash explains:

Source 6 vayikrah rabbah 30:12
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the Jewish people. Just as the myrtle has
a scent but no taste, so too some Jews do
mitzvot but do not study Torah.

Willows of the brook: This represents the
Jews. Just as the willow has neither scent
nor taste, so too some Jews neither do
mitzvot nor study Torah.

What does G-d do? G-d says “Bind them all
together and some will bring clemency for
the others ..”

This Midrash teaches us the incredible virtue of each and every Jew, no matter what they do or who
they are. Just as one cannot fulfill the mitzvah of taking the Four Kinds if any kind is absent, so too if
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even one kind of Jew is missing, the Jewish people are not complete.
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On Pesach, when the Jewish people are in the
state of new converts—who are like newly
born children—we don’t have a division into
four categories. At that time, every Jew is at
the beginning of their Divine service, “this
is the day you became a nation.” Sukkot,
however, came after undesirable events
had transpired and the Jewish people had
ultimately achieved forgiveness. In their
state as penitents, there were varying levels
among the people—there were varying levels
of culpability in their sin, and there were
varying levels of achievement in their Divine
service. As aresult, by then the Jewish people
could be divided into four categories, which
are alluded to by the four kinds taken on
Sukkot, the etrog, lulav, hadas, and aravah.
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When children are born they all start out at the same place, equally pure and holy. When they grow

up and make mistakes, express regret, and repent, differences emerge between them. The magnitude

of the error, the sincerity of the repentance, and the effect it had on the soul of the penitent. All these

variables create different categories of people.

This is why there are no Four Kinds on Pesach, as then all of the people were righteous, and of

one kind. During Sukkot, after enduring bitter experiences and repenting, different categories are

created, and we have the mitzvah of the four kinds to unite everyone together.

The differences between them
notwithstanding, all of the Jewish people
were completely forgiven by G-d. The Zohar
teaches that the Four Kinds are alluded to
by the verse “I said let me climb up (aaleh)
the date palm (tamar)” The word “aaleh”
serves as an acronym for the Hebrew words
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Student's etrog, aravah, lulav, and hadas. This teaches Y DYY IR ATARPaw 0 (T
"1 s that the combination of these four kinds— NWYI (@NYIIN T 5Y XPITY) DNYIIN
and only when they are all together—causes  anny p*13” Sw °5yn n°9on 193X
that “the righteous one flourishes like a date gy miw w2 RIMO ,*'NND°
palm,” which the Midrash explains alludes to 09 5w IPUTE ,17aps
G-d.
The Rebbe emphasizes that while on Sukkot there are different levels among the Jewish people, all four

categories of Jews have repented properly and were all forgiven by G-d. The Rebbe quotes from the
Zohar and Midrash to this effect, that G-d welcomes all of the four kinds.

Source 7 songof Songs 7:9

Student'lg “I said ‘I will climb up the date palm.’ ” R0 NPYN RN

Pg.
The Zohar says that the word “Aaleh” (I will go up) is an acronym of Etrog, Aravah, Lulav, Hadas and
this verse alludes to the mitzvah of the Four Kinds. What does go up the date palm mean? Another
Midrash explains that G-d is called a date palm. If so, G-d is telling us that with the Four Kinds, the
four types of Jews, we go up to, and are accepted by G-d.

In summary, Passover represents the Divine service of the always-righteous while Sukkot represents
the service of the penitent.
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C. Sukkot - The Festival of Joy

>> The Rebbe
Joyous Festivals

The Midrash points out that “joy” is not
mentioned even once in the Torah in connection
to Pesach. Regarding shavuot, the completion
of Pesach, “joy” is stated once. In the context of
Sukkot, however, “joy” is mentioned three times.
Repetition of something three times creates
a chazakah, a state of permanence that has
halachic ramifications.
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The Economy

Source 8 valkut shimoni, vayikra

There are three mentions of joy: The verse says
regarding Sukkot “You shall rejoice in your
festivals” “You shall be very joyous” and “You
shall rejoice before your G-d for seven days.”
Why? During Passover, the future crop yields
are being determined and nobody knows if
this year will be a good harvest or not, thus
joy is not mentioned during Passover.

Regarding Shavuot, the verse makes one
mention of joy: “You shall celebrate Shavuot
for your G-d and you and your family shall
rejoice.” Why only one mention of joy?
Because the crops are already being brought
in from the fields. Joy is not mentioned twice
because the fruit trees are still being judged.

On Sukkot, however, the crops and fruits are
already in the storehouses, and joy is written
three times: “Rejoice in your festivals; You
shall rejoice before your G-d; You shall be
very joyous.”
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The Yalkut Shimoni explains that the economic state of the nation is the reason for so much joy.

On Passover, the harvest is just beginning and nothing is certain yet. On Shavuot, some crops are

already being gathered, but the fruits aren’t ready yet. On Sukkot, everything is stored away and the

Jews can be very joyous.

We can now understand the liturgy
arranged by the Men of the Great Assembly
for the festivals. While all festivals are
termed by the Torah “festivals for rejoicing;’
the appellation “the time of our rejoicing” is
only said in the prayers for Sukkot.

This is because repentance creates great
joy.

The sages teach that “even the perfectly
righteous cannot stand where penitents
stand.” The verse states “peace, peace, for
those far and near,” and the sages explain
that this refers to those who were initially
far and then drew near. As a result, their joy
is immeasurably greater.
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G-d blesses us all with peace. But first He blesses those who were far and drew near, and only then

does he bless those that have always been close. When someone that was distant has drawn near this

creates special joy.

We can now understand the simple meaning
of the verse “The whole company that had
returned from exile built sukkot and lived in
them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until
that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like
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this. Their joy was very great.” The verse should AN DN 5735 on NN RPN
be understood as focusing on the great joy with 19137 AWy 0O YRR N1O05
which the returnees celebrated the festival, joy 19373 ywim "o mno anoa RO
that surpassed even the joy at the time of Joshua.

The Rebbe explains that the words “from the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites
had not celebrated it like this” does not refer to the building of sukkot, and should not be understood as
saying that the mitzvah of sukkot had previously not been observed, or observed in a less than optimal
manner. Rather, this passage is referring to the great joy with which they celebrated the festival, joy
that surpassed even the joy at the time of Joshua.

When the Jewish people entered the Land of  73,79172 ywi1° "n 2 ¥IRY 10°1092
Israelin the time of Joshua, they were completely  sqmw - pops78 N3P SR 11
righteous, as the generation that had sinned had 2713 gimbm swIx 95 10”7 720
already perished in the desert. Before entering  pnyqqm nx onxy by WY Y T
Israel they had accepted the covenant with G-d AR N1
in the Plains of Moab.

Since the Jews at the time of Joshua were penitents only in a very subtle way, their joy wasn't as
great. The Rebbe gives a parable for this:
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It is clear that this joy can't compare to the joy
experienced by the returnees from Babylonian
exile. This return came after the Temple had
been destroyed due to the people committing
the three cardinal sins of idol worship, forbidden
relations, and murder. They had then repented
so thoroughly that they brought G-d's presence
back into their midst by rebuilding the Temple
and re-sanctifying the Land of Israel like Joshua
had originally. This joy was incredibly great,
immeasurably greater than the joy during the
time of Joshua.

We now understand why the joy of the returnees from Babylonia was so great. The theme of the
festival is repentance, and this resonated deeply with these people who had returned after such a
long and difficult period of sins and exile. When they returned and G-d's presence was once again
among them, their joy was incredibly great, unlike anything ever seen before. This is why the Torah
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describes that Sukkot as the greatest celebration since the Jewish people had come to Israel.
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