CHASING THE LOST ARK

Was the Ark taken into captivity, or buried in
a Temple Mount tunnel? What did the Rebbe
say to someone searching for the Ark under

the mountain?

A fascinating journey through history that
sheds new light on the meaning of the Temple
In our time.
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A. Where is the Ark of the Covenant?

Exiled To Babylon
Source 1 i chronicles 36:5-10

Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when
he became king. He reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem, and he did evil in the eyes of the
L-rd, his G-d. Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon advanced upon him, and bound him
in copper chains to bring him to Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar brought some of the vessels
of the House of G-d to Babylon and placed
them in his palace in Babylon .. Jehoiachin
his son reigned in his stead.

Jehoiachin was eight years old when he
became king. He reigned three months and
ten days in Jerusalem, and he did evil in the
eyes of G-d. At the end of the year, King
Nebuchadnezzar had him brought to Babylon
with the precious vessels of the House of
G-d, and he made Zedekiah his brother king
over Judah and Jerusalem.

Source 2 tamud, Yoma 53b

Rabbi Eliezer said: The Ark was exiled to
Babylon, as the verse states: “At the return
of the year, King Nebuchadnezzar had him
brought to Babylon with the precious vessels
of the House of G-d.” The precious vessel was
none other than the Ark of the Covenant.

Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said likewise: The
Ark was exiled to Babylon, as the verse states:
“Behold a time shall come when everything
in your palace and what your forefathers have
stored up shall be carried off to Babylonia;
nothing shall remain,’” said G-d.” (Isaiah 39:6)
This includes the Ten Commandments that
were inside the Ark - they were also taken.
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Buried Under The Holy Of Holies

Source 3 kings 8:2-4; 6-8

All the men of Israel gathered around
King Solomon at the feast of the month of
Etanim, the seventh month. All the elders
of Israel came, and the priests took up the
Ark. They brought up the Ark of G-d, and
the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy
vessels which were in the tabernacle, and
the priests and the Levites brought them
up.

The priests brought in the Ark of the
Covenant of the L-rd to its place, into the
Sanctuary of the house, to the most holy
place, under the wings of the cherubim.
The cherubim spread forth their wings
over the place of the ark, and the cherubim
covered the ark and the staves thereof
above. They extended the staves so the
ends of the staves were seen from the
holy place before the Sanctuary, but they
weren't seen from the outside; and they
are there until this day.

Source & tamud, Yomas3b
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Rabbi Yehudah ben Lakish says: The Ark
was buried under the Holy of Holies, as
the verse states: “the ends of the staves
were seen from the holy place before the
Sanctuary, but they weren't seen from the
outside; and they are there until this day.”
Whenever the verse says “until this day,” it
means that it remained that way forever,
implying that it was buried there.
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Source 5 tamud, Yomasab

A number of items were
buried together with the
Ark: the jar of manna; the jar
of anointing oil; Aaron’s staff
with its buds; and the box of
gifts that the Philistines had
sent back with the Ark. The
Philistines had sent these
gifts after the Ark inflicted
suffering upon them, as the
verse states “The golden
objects which you have
sent back to Him as a guilt-
offering, you shall place in
the box at its side, and you
shall send it away, and it will
g0.” (Samuel I 6:8)

Josiah the king of Judah
was the one who buried it.
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Josiah: King of Judah from 609-640
BCE (the Temple was destroyed in 586).
His father, Amon, and his grandfather,
Menashe, were wicked, however he was
a righteous king. He was 8 years old at
the beginning of his reign, and he ruled
for 31 years.

Kingdom of Judah: The first Jewish king
was Saul of the tribe of Benjamin. He
was succeeded by David, of the tribe of
Judah, and then David's son, Solomon.
After Solomon’s passing, the kingdom
was divided into two kingdoms: The
ten tribes, under the leadership of
Jeroboam the son of Nevat, broke away
and established the kingdom of Israel,
and Rehoboam ruled in Jerusalem over
the tribes of Benjamin and Judah -
known as the kingdom of Judah. Judah'’s
territory encompassed Jerusalem and
the Holy Temple.

Why did he do this? He saw that the verse
states: “G-d will lead you and your Kking
whom you will have established over you,
to a nation unknown to you or your fathers”
(Deuteronomy 28:36). As he knew that the
Jews would soon be exiled, he reasoned
that it would be better to bury the Ark than
to allow it to be desecrated, so he prepared
to bury it, as the verse says: “He said to the
Levites who taught all Israel, who were holy
to G-d: ‘Place the Holy Ark in the House that
Solomon the son of David, the king of Israel,
built; you have no burden on the shoulders;
now serve G-d and His people Israel.” (II
Chronicles 35:3)
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Buried In The Chamber Of Wood

Source 6 tamud, Yoma5sa

Rabbi Nachman quotes one of the sages:
“The Ark of the Covenant was buried in the
Chamber of Wood.”

Rabbi Nachman bar Yitzchak said: we
learned something similar in the Mishnabh,
“There was once a priest who was occupied
in the Chamber of Wood when he noticed a
section of the floor that was different from
the others. It was higher, which pointed to
it once being lifted out and replaced. He
alerted his peers, but before he managed to
tell them exactly where it was, his soul left
him. It was certain that the Ark was buried
there and it wasn’t meant to be revealed.

What was this priest involved in that caused
him to notice this? Rabbi Chelbo said: He
was knocking an axe on the floor and
observed that under one section it sounded
hollow, indicating that it was the entrance
to a tunnel.

One of the sages of Rabbi Yishmael’s
academy taught: Two disqualified priests
were in charge of the wood, and any wood
that had insects wasn’t brought onto the
Altar. One of them lost control of his axe
and it fell onto that section of the floor. A
fire descended and consumed him, and no
one knew exactly where the spot was.
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B. Are The Sages Historians?

Maimonides’ opinion

Source 7 maimonides’ Mishneh Torah, Laws of the Temple 41

The Ark was kept to the west of the
cornerstone in the Holy of Holies. In front
of it was the jar of manna and Aaron’s staff.
When Solomon built the Temple, knowing
that it would eventually be destroyed, he
built a system of underground caverns and
tunnels to hide it in. Josiah commanded that
it be buried there, as the verse states: “He
said to the Levites who taught all Israel,
who were holy to G-d: ‘Place the Holy Ark
in the House that Solomon the son of David,
the king of Israel, built; you have no burden
on the shoulders; now serve G-d and His
people Israel.”” It was buried together with
the jar of manna and Aaron’s staff, and these
objects did not return when the Second
Temple was built.

R OWIRD YRR A0 1N
piepE Byl n i xS
MY ny21 NN um 1 nIRe
,2707 iniey Y171 moan X mEY
meny 1iOND 92 137 oipn 92 2
NiPRopy1  nipny  nininuna
oipRa M ME TeRD MIURN
D172 N VRIY MY gy
M7 DOWITRT X 737 ,oorann
M2 TN M22 WTRD 11K X un
PR Ton 1T 12 e
T N§ IT3Y MDY AN22 XYn 097
TION TR 0y 13 S9N "D
N7 17K 990 nOURT 1Y) nagIEm

23U 22 317



Of what practical halachic importance is
this lengthy story about where, how, and
by who the Ark was hidden? Maimonides’
Mishneh Torah is a work of law, and he
doesn’t include matters that aren’t legally
significant, moral guidance, or a vital piece
of information in this work.

Moreover, this issue of how and where the
Ark was hidden is subject to dispute. Why
then does Maimonides decide the matter in
favor of one view when there’s no practical
need to arrive at a conclusion?

The Torah states that the Ark holding the
tablets must be in the Holy of Holies. The
existence of the Ark in the Holy of Holies
was also important for the service of the
High Priest on Yom Kippur. How then can
it be that King Josiah hid the Ark and its
cover? As a result, the Yom Kippur service
was incomplete for many years, because
the offering of the incense, sprinkling of the
blood of the sacrifice, etc. had to be done
on the cover of the Ark.
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C. An Alternate Holy of Holies

>> The Rebbe

A Decision Of Law Regarding The Holy Temple

When Maimonides writes that “when Solomon
built the Temple he built a place in which to
hide the Ark” his intention is not to clarify where
the Ark was hidden as a matter of history - this
would have no practical halachic importance.
Rather, Maimonides intends with this to teach
a law regarding the construction of the Temple.

The burial of the Ark in a hidden chamber was
not just something done out of necessity when
there was no choice. From the outset it was
specified that the Ark has two possible locations
in the Temple: (a) a revealed place, in the Holy
of Holies, and (b) a hidden location underneath
the Holy of Holies. This second location was also
part of the initial plan for the Temple.
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The Allusion At The Temple Dedication

Source 8 rosafot Rosh, Horayot 11a

It was buried, as the verse states: “He said
to the Levites who taught all Israel, who
were holy to G-d: ‘Place the Holy Ark in the
House that Solomon the son of David built
. .”” The verse indicates that he instructed
it to be buried.

It is apparent from here that when Solomon
built the Temple, knowing that eventually it
would be destroyed and the Jews would be
exiled, he built a subterranean space to hide
the Ark from the hands of the nations. This
is what Josiah meant by “The House that
Solomon built.” When Solomon said “I will
make a space for the Ark,” he meant this place.
Most people didn't know its location, only
select priests and Levites knew it and passed
it on from generation to generation. That is
the meaning of the verse “To the Levites who
taught ("mevinim") all Israel,” those who
understood ("mevinim") and knew its place.

Source 9 ikings 8:12-13; 21

Then Solomon said: “G-d said that He would
dwell in the thick darkness.” 1 have surely
built You a House to dwell in, a place for You
to dwell in forever.

I have set there a place for the Ark, which
houses the covenant of G-d, which He made
with our fathers, when He brought them
out of the land of Egypt.

0202000 07177 MAN1" LRI LiTN
nX NP N owiTen N 9%
MY M2 WK 22 TR 1IN
TP YU A TR TIT 1
Jraa7 e NIY LXIpR P SuIwD

T2 WNDY XD YRUn KON
Doy y71° ,WTpRn N2 DX -m‘?w
DN ‘7;77: 1‘7;’ bmtzm :nn'v
199 7Y YRRE DOD 092 1
70 92 307 NP 27D i 92 157
AU N 1”7371 D7iyn ning
wm'? 744 "-:7:'7&7 12 UK maa"
Dipn DY oK) N -mbw TRIY
N’m .oipn mm’7 19207 N3N "mxb
NI , D ANIK 127 9T O 7
D7 Mon MY 77171 N3 TUen
n’1‘7'7" 2027 WM AT TR T
o oiTRD bmw’ 297 oopann
dnipn Ny DyTiM PN PRY -

22793 1207 TN 1 Y N e
IIYY Tin T2 221 2 M 2
Rallavd)

DY K K7 DipR 00 DN
WHR oy NP WX 02
DD YWD OOXRogina

10



This means that the hiding away of the Ark
wasn't extraneous to the Temple, a step taken
in order to protect the Ark when necessary.
Rather, this was part of the laws of the Temple
construction itself. Just as the Temple required
a Holy of Holies to house the Ark in a revealed
form, it also needed a hidden chamber in the
Holy of Holies to house the Ark in a concealed
form. This guaranteed the eternal state of the
Holy of Holies, because the Ark was an integral
part of it, as discussed.

This is an incredible point. When King Solomon
completed the construction of the Temple he
rejoiced exuberantly.

As the sages explain, “the day his heart rejoiced”
refers to the day of the completion of the
Temple. In honor of the occasion, he held an
exquisite fourteen-day dedication ceremony.
The celebration was so great that it continued
through Yom Kippur, and they ate on that day!
Not only was there nothing wrong with their
doing so, we are even told that as a result the
Jewish people were granted a place in the World
to Come.

Yet, at the exact same time Solomon knew that
the Temple would eventually be destroyed, and
he therefore built a well-hidden place deep
underground in which to hide the Ark.
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To show that the burial of the Ark in this place
was not a necessary evil but a part of the original
design, Maimonides explains that the Ark wasn’t
hidden away at the time of the destruction of
the Temple when there was no choice. It was
hidden during the time of King Josiah, when the
Temple wasn't in any danger and the kingdom
was still very strong. Maimonides also draws a
parallel between the way the Ark was put into
hiding and the way Solomon brought it into the
Holy of Holies for the first time:

(a) Maimonides writes that “King Josiah” was the
one who instructed that it be buried, similar to
the way it was brought into the Holy of Holies
by “King Solomon.”

(b) It was put into hiding by "the Levites who
taught all Israel, who were holy to G-d,” just like
the original ceremony during the time of King
Solomon when “the priests brought the Ark of
the covenant to its place”
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D. The Eternal Holy of Holies

Based on the above, we arrive at a new
appreciation of the completeness of the
holiness of the Second Temple - that it too had
a proper Holy of Holies with the Ark inside it.
Moreover, we also reach a new appreciation of
the holiness of the First Temple.

Superficially, the First Temple wasn't eternal,
and it was destroyed. However, beneath the
surface it had an eternal element - it contained
a secret chamber that was not touched by the
destruction, and the Ark remains there until
today.

We also now have a deeper understanding
of the connection between all three of the
Temples.

The three Temples aren’t separate, unrelated,
edifices. At their core they are one Temple.
The second and third Temples aren’t new - in
a key element they are reconstructions of the
first and second Temples.

All the way back at the time of the construction
of the first Temple, an eternal element was
established for the second and third Temples.

LR PO Y TIpYR
XD 156 'Y AN DDk A antw

RO IXPDM VIO XX, 27379590 53
TWITP 9N NMYS yaia i
WIR 7O IR DAw - R nan bw
PR IR NIdhwa DwIpn
NWITPA O3 79N NIRIAN 712 KON

AN N2

-P°an PR RD PNRmaw nnd
TIRI NP 2197 7w, MR 171 R
AR NP1 DaAR - N°an AN o
TWRI N°22w - NIPNRI 5w 171y 107113
1270 7177 RD 12w I3 0Pn Ne?

ST DY T 1P RIT IR

MWURIA PRIV A0 O3 DI 9D By
SWIPNT N2 DYhY Pav

wIpn A mwhY owcw T PR
ROX ,TT2 7% 772 MUY wOw 0070
wIPRA N2 MR nva on pya
POMA) WM NP2 R WL 191 1w
7321 PWRIT O NNAn - XPR (Y

0nn

APl IWRIT DA 5w 1322 92D
,(5719) R12% TNYR INYYS RITW 7Y
SUhwm IR ,onNl

(R"PwN'7,0°927 9" NNPwn)

PRI 2617 TR 149 'Y RPN WMRY A2

19Wn2 YoM 7Y :(INWID W) 17amIn nyT? vV A
JIRT RITW APOWN DD Dpn R0

13



