THE JEWISH WOMAN

Intuition, devotion, and influence: the
three defining feminine characteristics
that are so important in our lives.

TEACHER'S MANUAL

o= =L

— —

JEWISH INSIGHTS

A TASTE OF THE REBBE'S TEACHINGS

‘ THE
@ SHLUCHIM
OFFICE PARSHAT PINCHAS




The Shluchim Office
Director | Rabbi Gedalya Shemtov
Development | Rabbi Mendy Shemtov

Editors
Rabbi Avraham Greenberg
Rabbi Zusha Greenberg

English
Translation and editing | Rabbi Mendel
Super
Proofreading | Rabbi Mendel Levertov

Hebrew
Linguistic editing | Rabbi Zushe Greisman
Proofreading | Rabbi Menachem Wilhelm

Spanish
Translation and editing | Rabbi Rafi Tawill

For sponsorship opportunities, email info@jewishinsights.org

To download this complimentary class, visit www.lewishinsights.org

French

Translation and editing | Rabbi Yahir

Elbaz
Proofreading | S. Elbaz

Portuguese
Translation | Mr. Yitzchak Dayan
Editing | Rabbi Yeshaya Dayan
Layout Design | Mike Katan

Layout design
Yossi Biton

Website
Yuval Katz and Yisrael Visotzsky

Administration
Mendel Greenberg

Founded in 2008 in memory of Rabbi Gabi and Rivky Holtzberg 0B"M

Advisory Committee
Rabbi Asher Deren - Cape Town, South
Africa
Rabbi Mendy Gerlitzsky - Tel Aviv, Israel
Rabbi Levi Greenberg - EL Paso, Texas
Rabbi Dovid Goldberg - Sao Paulo, Brazil
Rabbi Levi Shaikevitz - Kfar Chabad, Israel
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg - Twinsburg,
Ohio
Rabbi Shmuel Freedman - Bahia Blanca,
Argentina
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Blau - Moshav
Kineret, Israel
Rabbi Chaim Drukman - Lucerne,
Switzerland

Shluchim of the Rebbe to Mumbai India

&

©

Published and Copyright 2023 by
Shluchim Office International
816 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn,

NY 11213
718.221.0500

5783 - 2023


http://www.JewishInsights.org

Contents
A. YOUr Wif@ IS AIWAYS RIGN...ooooeeeeeeeeeseenerseesssssnnesessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 8

In this week’s Torah reading, we study the story of the daughters of Tzelafchad, who asked to
receive their family’s land in Israel (Source 1). The Midrash analyzes this story in an original
fashion: women preserve what men destroy. The men donated gold toward the golden calf;
the women refused to. The men didn’t want to enter the Land of Israel, the women did - and
they campaigned for their portion in Israel. (Source 2)

This expresses the deep love the women had for the land of Israel.

When the Torah was given, Moses first addressed the women, and only afterward the men
(Source 3). When the mishkan was built, it was the women who donated first. (Source 4)

The Rebbe explains that these three incidents are really parts of one larger picture. 1.
The giving of the Torah is emblematic of creation itself. 2. Entering Israel represents the
purpose of creation - infusing the material world with sanctity. 3. The mishkan symbolizes
the connection between the spiritual and the material. In all of these cases, the women
acted appropriately, demonstrating the power of the female intuition.
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When the Jews were in the desert, household chores such as cooking, laundry, and ironing
were done miraculously, but in Israel it would become the women’s responsibility. In light
of that, it would have made sense for the women to object to entering the Land of Israel.
However, we see that the women didn't think so and continued to wish to enter Israel right
away.

Joke: Two weeks before Passover?

C. Affecting the ENtire FAMILY ...eeeeeeeeeeeeeessessssneessessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssmesses 14

“G-d’s eyes are always upon the land,” the Torah says about Israel. In the spiritual dimension,
Israel means behaving like G-d is watching us every moment, and as a result, we make our
environments holy (as Kabbalah teaches, our thoughts fill the four cubits around us [Source
5]). The same way the women excelled in their affection for Israel, they should also excel in
creating Israel on the spiritual plane. Women have the power to infuse the home with this
feeling of G-d constantly watching us. This affects not only the couple’s relationship and
the education of their children, but also the husband’s behavior at work and in the office.

Story: The afterlife that was sold

The Alter Rebbe explains in Tanya that the most important part of our spiritual lives is to
live with the recognition that G-d is always watching us, which in turns causes our behavior
to follow appropriately (Source 6). The Rebbe adds that this is really the spiritual dimension
of living in Israel. When we act in that manner, we are living in Israel in a spiritual sense.

Story: Make Israel here!



Introduction

The Jews are awaiting the fateful lottery that will determine which tribe settles in which
part of the Promised Land. Suddenly, five women approach Moses with a demand: What

about us?

Alesson on the power of the Jewish woman.
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A. Your Wife is Always Right

>> The Rebbe

The Women Cherished Israel

In this week’s Torah portion, we read the 5% 919°077 DX D°TMR UIR UNYODA
story of the daughters of Tzelafchad. The  ypnon >wTna 1AM ,ADHY NIa
sages explain that the women cherished the DowIT DX N0 VIR Dnw 57
Holy Land more than the men. SOWIRT DYR YWRD NP

Source 1 numbers 2717

When the Israelites prepared to enter the Land of Israel, the hottest topic on their minds was real
estate. Which portion of the land would each tribe receive? What would be its quality? It was an
important issue which would have long-lasting implications for their economic and social status.
Moses didn’t want to make these decisions on his own, so G-d made the division and distribution.

First the land was split into twelve portions. Then G-d told Moses to hold a lottery. In one box they
placed slips of paper with the names of each tribe, and in another box they placed slips of paper
with each of the twelve portions. The leader of each tribe approached and pulled out a slip from
each box, and the two slips of paper were put together: the selected portion of land went to the
selected tribe.

After the tribes received their portions, it was time to divvy up the portions among the individual
families. Each family received one portion, which was to be their own—forever.

Until this point, everything was fine and good. But there was one problem: It was in everyone’s
interest that the tribal portions remain within the possession of the tribe. What if a woman married
into another tribe and her children—members of their father’s tribe—inherited her portion? To
resolve this issue, the Torah says that only sons inherit fathers. The women were not left out; they
had the portion of their husbands—in whichever tribe they may belong to.

But then an interesting thing happened. Five women came before Moses, as he sat flanked by Elazar
the High Priest, the seventy elders, and the entire People of Israel. These women wanted a different
arrangement.

Imagine the scene: three and a half thousand years ago, before Moses and the entire People of Israel,
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flve women present a different view of things, questioning the entire basis of Moses’ decision.

This is how Torah recounts the story:

The daughters of Tzelafchad, son of Chefer, son of
Gilead, son of Makhir, son of Manasseh—of the family
of Menasseh, Joseph’s son came forward. Their names
were Machlah, No’ah, Chaglah, Milkah and Tirtzah.

They stood before Moses, Elazar the priest, the elders,
and the entire nation at the entrance of the mishkan
(tabernacle) and said:

“Our father died in the desert. He was not among
Korach’s party who agitated against G-d; he died
because of his own sin, and he left no sons.
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“Why should our father’s name be lost from his family
because he did not have a son? Give us a portion of
land alongside our father’s brothers.”

They were a family of girls. If they wouldn't receive the portion designated for their father, their
father’s name would be erased. They asked that, considering the circumstances, they be allowed to
receive their father’s portion.

You can imagine the impact of the question. Acquiescing to their request might overturn the entire
system that had been established, and undermine the societal norms of the era. Everybody waited
to hear how Moses would react.

To everyone’s surprise, Moses said, “It’s a great question, and I don’t have an answer. Let me ask
G-d himself!”

As everybody waited, Moses presented the question to G-d and soon came back with an answer: the
women were right. In the case of a family of girls, the daughters would inherit their father’s land.
Tzelafchad’s daughters left happy, and everybody was impressed by their courage.

Read how the story plays out in the Torah:

Student's Moses brought their case before G-d. T0EYR DX NYn 29397
e . e X T N LT 1Y

G-d spoke to Moses, saying: _mg,?g n‘lJ;' " .'1'?3&’?
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“The daughters of Tzelafchad have a just claim. Give
them a hereditary portion of land alongside their father’s
brothers. Let their father’s inheritance pass to them.
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Source 2 widrash Tanchuma, Pinchas 7

The Midrash gives us an original analysis of the story we just read.

"The daughters of Tzelafchad came forward.”
During that generation the women were observant
in areas the men breached.

During the sin of the golden calf, Aaron told
the people to take their [wives'| earrings and
contribute them for the golden calf. The women
refused and protested against their husbands.
Only the men brought their rings, and the women
did not participate in the sin.

The same is true of the spies who spoke ill of the
Land of Israel. It was the men who complained
against Moses, and the decree of destruction was
issued only against the men. The women did
not take part in this, and this is why G-d said
that “they will perish in the desert, no man will
remain.” This decree was only on the men, because
they didn’t want to enter the Land of Israel. The
women, by contrast, came forward to ask for
a portion in the land, as we see in the case of
the daughters of Tzelafchad. This story is related
immediately after the passing of Miriam, because
it tells of how the men transgressed, while the
women acted properly.
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Women preserved themselves from what the men damaged. Men gave gold for the golden calf, while
the women refrained. Men expressed unwillingness to enter the Land of Israel, while the women did
not. On the contrary, they fought for their share of the land.

The special love that women had for the land of Israel was first portrayed when the spies returned
with a bleak report, saying that it was impossible to conquer the land. The Israelites burst into tears
and refused to continue to the land. This was a response only from the men... The women stood firm
in their faith to continue and enter the land. Additionally, the daughters of Tzelafchad took a step
forward and fought for their portion in the land. This exemplifies their true desire to enter the land.
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>> The Rebbe
Ladies First At The Giving Of The Torah

We also find women coming before the men at the QW DRYIR RN 1D N
giving of the Torah. The verse says “this is what 5 - 790 jnma DWIRY
you should say to the house of Jacob, and tell the  amy» 3% 9xn 75” “aNow
sons of Israel” “The house of Jacob” refers to the AN (9 MR 07w TOR)
women, and the “sons of Israel” refers to the men. Toxws 9115

Source 3 rodus 193

Moses went up to G-d, and G-d called to him from NP DOFORT PR 7y N
the mountain and said, “This is what you should KN 9 TAKRY T 1 TN

say to the house of Jacob, and tell the sons of SR 127 a0 SRy 037
Israel.”

Shemot Rabbah 28:2

"This is what you should say to the house of Jacob”: X "23py> n°2% -mxn md"
These are the women. “Tell the sons of Israel”: "Xt %127 AN ..DOUIn
These are the men. DOWINT 7N

When G-d offered the Torah to the Jewish people He sent Moses and said to him, "First speak to
the women and present the Torah to them. And after they express their agreement, then speak to
the men."

Why? The Midrash tells us that during the creation of the world, G-d gave the commandment not to
eat from the Tree of Knowledge to the man (Adam) and relied on him to convey the commandment
to his wife. We all know what occurred afterward: Adam decided to tell Eve that not only is it
forbidden to eat from the tree, but it is also forbidden to even touch it. The serpent then came and
pushed her, causing her to touch the tree.When nothing happened to her, this served as “proof”
that all the warnings were of no consequence, and thus convinced her to go ahead and eat from it
as well. In this way, Eve, as described in the Torah, convinced Adam to eat from the tree as well.
G-d concluded from this saga that next time He would speak to the women first. And indeed, that
is what He did.
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>> The Rebbe
Ladies First At The Mishkan Construction

We find the same phenomenon during the
construction of the mishkan, about which the verse
says “make a temple for me and I will dwell in their
midst” When relating the process of the mishkan’s
construction, the verse says “the men came with the
women,’ i.e., following them. The mishkan’s purpose
as the site for G-d’s presence to dwell wasn't just part
of the Divine service in the desert period, it continued
after settling in the Land of Israel. Here too we find
that the women cherished the mishkan more than
the men.

Source & xodus 3522

The men came with the women, all who had a
willing heart brought bracelets, earrings, rings,
and necklaces, all kinds of gold jewelry, and every
man who presented a waving of gold to G-d.

Ramban, ad loc.

The reason the men followed the women was
because women are more readily able to donate
jewelry, and they all had jewelry. They immediately
removed their jewelry and were first to bring it.
The men who had jewelry came after them to
bring it. “Following the women” indicates that
the women were first, and the men followed their
example.
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It is worthy to note that when it came to giving jewelry for the golden calf, the women refused.
However, when it came to giving jewelry for the Tabernacle, the women eagerly stepped forward
first. We see that the women had a highly developed spiritual intuition!
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reflect a basic rule.

These three matters—the giving of the
Torah, the construction of the mishkan,
and the entry to the Land of Israel—are
interrelated, and are parts of a single
process.

1. The giving of the Torah - starting point

The starting point of everything is the
giving of the Torah. The sages say that
“G-d looked into the Torah and created
the world,” so acceptance of the Torah
that preceded creation and nature is the
starting point.

The three instances in which we witnessed the spiritual strength of women were not just random
events. These were significant and critical junctions in the history of the people of Israel, and they
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2. The entry into the land of Israel symbolizes the ultimate goal - the transformation of the

world into a dwelling place for G-d

The ultimate goal is to make this
lowly realm a dwelling for G-d. This is
represented by the entry to the Holy Land
where G-d’s eyes constantly focus. After
entering Israel a natural process began,
and the Jewish people had to engage in
regular mundane labor, but G-d’s presence
was to be felt in everything - holiness is
drawn into the lowly physical realm. Prior
to the redemption, this combination of the
spiritual and the physical is unique to the
Land of Israel, and after the redemption
“the Land of Israel will expand all over the
world”

% omwyh - R\ 01277 9O nvhan
170°197 PIY X1 ,0°1N0N2 79T AN
oy "3 PTPOR 1701V 1A R YIRTD
,Ya07 970 9 nnn BRI YIRAW N
(191 wMIAR) NIRRT Y DY
0°3°3v1 992 °977,01p1 o1 ,5InT 1AW
701y TRn” L NPhR WAl nrab P
TWYTP NOWHA PIY R "3 PRIPR
TP ,IWR) INNANT TN NOHwAT YR
YIR PW ORIy T 3TNV ARIRA
LI 99219 171007 X12% TNy, SR
DRI TIX TTNY”7 09T 1ON127 RN

L"MIZIRA 92 vwoHnnw

APD TN YR W M7 NAW ‘D 170D INPMN2 0°127 90 11X .9

22"y ,R0P 2T .8

10



3. The mishkan symbolizes the connection between the spiritual and the physical. The

mishkan was a physical structure in this world, yet it was also the dwelling place of the

Divine Presence.

Studer;g? The transition point between the Torah and
the Land of Israel, which serves as a conduit
for bringing Torah into the mundane world, is
the mishkan, built from gold, silver, and copper.
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In these three critical junctions, it was the women who did the right thing.

When G-d wanted to give the Torah - which is the foundation of Judaism and the entire world

- He instructed Moses to first speak with the women. When it came to the construction of the

Tabernacle, which was meant to symbolize the connection between the physical and the spiritual,

it was the women who came forward to contribute first. And when it came to entering the land of

Israel, which symbolizes the transformation of the world into a good place that is a dwelling for

G-d, the women were not swayed by the stories of the spies. They continued to believe in entering

the land.

student's In all these three matters, women had a
! special merit and unique abilities, and they
sustained them for the men as well. As we are
told regarding the starting point of the giving
of the Torah, that starting with “the house of

Jacob” sustains the “sons of Israel” as well.
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B. Ready to Pay a Price

Until now we have learned about the spiritual intuition of women that helped them make the right
choices at critical junctures in Jewish history. Now the Rebbe highlights the costs they were willing
to bear for these choices.

>> The Rebbe

Entering The Land Inconvenienced The Women

s‘“"e';;_'ﬁ This point is highlighted with the entry to Israel. YA 7N WA W T v
Entering Israel was a great inconvenience for the m0°151 ORI YIRD 10°100
womenin particular, afar harder existence thanthey — mpmap mbsnnn S vaxb
had in the desert. The vast majority of a woman’s XOW TR DM DXR 1°N°
chores weren't necessary in the desert. Preparing  yau - qqamy gpps 2230 WA
food wasn't necessary because manna came from
heaven and Miriam’s well provided water. Clothing
grew together with the people, and the clouds of
glory cleaned them. During the time in the desert
the women didn't have to exert themselves at all for
these chores, and they were able to dedicate all of
their time to educating their children.
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During those times, household tasks such as cooking, laundry, and ironing were primarily the
responsibility of women. In the desert, however, all these tasks were miraculously taken care of. Food
fell from the sky, water came from the well, and the clouds took care of laundering and cleaning the
garments, allowing the women of Israel to focus on educating their sons and daughters. However,
when the Israelites entered the land, this respite ended, and they had to work hard! Accordingly,
we would expect to hear the women objecting the loudest to entering the land... or at least joining
the general objection of the men. In fact, we see that women did not pay any attention to this and
constantly sought and desired to enter the land immediately.
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As a result, logically speaking the women
should not have wanted to enter Israel.
Nevertheless, they cherished the land.
Unlike the spies who claimed that “it is a
land that consumes its inhabitants,” the
women accepted all the additional work
Israel would demand from them, with the
hope of transforming the Land of Canaan
to the Land of Israel, a holy land. This
would be a complete transformation, from
the abominations of the Land of Canaan
to the greatest possible holiness that can
manifest in a physical place—the Land of
Israel.

A Joke: 1o weeks before Passover?
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A story is told about a Jewish man who served for many years in the royal

palace. The king loved him, advanced him, and deepened their relationship

year after year. One day, the king wanted to appoint the Jew as a minister,

but there was one minor problem: a Jew could not be a minister. The king

suggested that the Jew and his family undergo an expedited religious

conversion ceremony, and thus the problem would be solved.

The Jew in our story was of weak character, and after consulting with his

wife, he agreed. He renounced his faith and became a respected minister in

the government. For a few months, they lived as "secret" Christians, but his

wife was depressed. She missed the experience of the synagogue, the warmth

of the community, and so on. She kept telling her husband that she wanted to

return to Judaism. After a few months, he too was convinced, and he fell into

despair as well.

When the king saw this, he gave him special permission to return to his

Jewish faith.

The Jew returned home and happily said to his wife, "Mazal Tov, Gitel, we are

going back to being Jews!" Suddenly, he noticed her expression change, she

turned pale."What happened?" he asked. "You've been asking for this all the

time!" His wife replied, "Yes, that's true. But not two weeks before Passover!"

*
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In our story, the Jewish women did not think at all about the difficulties that would arise from
entering the land. They simply continued to desire and pray for entry into the land.

It is worth mentioning that even in the second example we learned, regarding the contributions to
the Tabernacle, the enthusiastic women contributed their own jewelry! They didn’t express their
excitement at someone else’s expense.

Often, people like to observe a mitzvah in the most beautiful way, but sometimes it comes at the
expense of someone else. The husband adopts extra stringencies in the observance of the Pesach
laws and tells his wife to prepare all the special food herself. A woman may go to extra lengths
in performing the commandment of assisting the needy, but leaves her children alone at home
without care and maternal warmth. And so on.

In the examples we learned, the Jewish women demonstrated that not only do they have the holy
intuition to make the right decisions, but they also did so at their own expense and were willing to
sacrifice for it.

14
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C. Influencing the Entire Family

>> The Rebbe

The Land Of Israel In The Spiritual Sense

The story of the daughters of Tzelafchad and
the love they showed for the Land of Israel
is related in the Torah in order to serve as a
guide for the Jewish women of all subsequent
generations.

We mentioned earlier that the spiritual
concept of the Land of Israel is relevant in
every time and place. The Land of Israel
is “the land G-d’s eyes are constantly on,
from the beginning of the year to the end
of the year” In the spiritual sense, this
means conducting ourselves such that our
immediate surroundings are constantly
enveloped in holiness, just like G-d’s eyes
are constantly on His land. This is something
we have all been given the ability to achieve.
No one can stand in our way in this regard, it
depends exclusively on our free choice.

Regarding the Land of Israel the Torah writes that "G-d’s eyes are constantly on it." What is the
spiritual meaning of this? It means that a person should conduct themselves in a manner that
reflects the idea that G-d is constantly watching over them. As a result, their surroundings will be

fully permeated with holiness.
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What does it mean that their surroundings will be fully permeated with holiness?

According to Kabbalah, it is explained that a person's thoughts fill the atmosphere in the four amos

(cubits) around them.
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Tanya, Igeret Hakodesh ch. 27

Student’s

bt The sphere of the Garden of Eden extends itself

around every person. All of a person’s positive
thoughts and words of Torah and Divine service
are recorded in this sphere. (And likewise to the
contrary, G-d forbid. Negative thoughts and words
are recorded in the sphere of Gehinom, which
extends around every person.)
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We have learned, therefore, that the commandment of "the Land of Israel” in the spiritual sense
means creating a reality in which a person behaves with the feeling that G-d is watching them at
every moment, thus creating around them a holy atmosphere of the Land of Israel. And since in the
original entrance to the Land of Israel, women shone and demonstrated a deeper love for the land
than men, they can conduct themselves in a similar manner also in the creation of the spiritual

Student's
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space of the Land of Israel.

Jewish women and girls have great
responsibilities, which are actually
privileges that empower them. These
responsibilities are not limited to their
relationship with their husbands and
educating children, but extend even to
their husbands' conduct outside of the
house. He knows that when he comes
home his wife will ask him about his day.
When she hears that his conduct was
in accordance with Torah wisdom she
will be pleased, and if she hears about
a failure in a specific area she will be
disappointed. This influences him to
maintain the highest level of conduct
while he is in his office and occupied
with his work affairs.

The reality is that the woman is the one who sets the atmosphere in the home. The man can do many
things outside the home, but it won't have any great effect. The atmosphere and tone in the home

are determined by the woman.
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Women are given the power and privilege to shape an atmosphere in the home that will not only
affect the marital relationship and the upbringing of children, but also the man's conduct in the
office and at work. He knows that when he comes back and says that he fulfilled a commandment or
did a good deed for another person, his wife will be pleased with him, and the reverse will cause an
adverse reaction.

Story: seling Afterlife

Once upon a time, there was a Jewish man named Rabbi Shammai. He was a
diligent student of Torah and would often travel to his teacher to hear words
of wisdom. One day, his wife asked him to seek a blessing from his teacher for
them to find a suitable match for their daughter who was of marriageable age.

"Here is a gold coin," said Rabbi Shammai's teacher, grasping his hand. "Go
home, and if you come across something to buy on your way, don’t miss the
opportunity. Go home and be successful."

As Rabbi Shammai journeyed back home, he passed through a town where a
grand fair was taking place. Farmers and merchants from the surrounding
areas had gathered there to trade, buy, and sell. However, Rabbi Shammai did
not go to the market. Instead, he headed straight to the study hall, opened a
Talmud, and began studying aloud. He hoped that one of the traveling merchants
would enter the study hall, notice him, and take him along.

Suddenly, the door opened and two men, clearly recognizable as Jewish
merchants attending the fair, entered. They sat at a table and began to chat
about the day’s successes at the markets. In high spirits, their gaze shifted to
the man with the Talmud.

“Tell us, my friend,” one of the businessmen teasingly asked him. “You certainly
came for the fair. What industry are you in? Let’s talk business.”

“I buy whatever they're selling,” said Rabbi Shammai.

The merchant laughed heartily, and continuing his little game, asking if he
would buy his portion in the afterlife. “How much will you give me for my
afterlife?” he asked patronizingly.

Rabbi Shammai remembered his teacher’s instruction to buy whatever came his
way. “T'll give you as much as I have on me,” he replied, showing the merchant
the gold coin his teacher had given him.

The merchants rolled with laughter. This was all the money that this fellow
who claimed to be buying everything had. “Fine, give me the coin and it’s a
deal” the merchant told Rabbi Shammai.
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The merchants were enjoying their game even more now, and signed a
contract. Laughing at the gullible Talmud scholar, they left the synagogue.
Rabbi Shammai continued his studies.

A fool usually can't keep their mouth shut and the merchant who had sold
his afterlife went to the town center bragging to everyone how clever he was.
Think about it: He had recieved a gold coin in exchange for nothing!

When his wife found out about his clever antics, she was not happy. She was
an upstanding Jew and she knew that you don’t play games with the afterlife;
it isn’t something you sell. Crying, she told her husband that he wouldn’t be
coming into the house until he bought back his afterlife. “You were never a
tzaddik, but now whatever afterlife you did have, you sold!” she yelled at him.

Together, they went to the synagogue and found the Jew who'd bought the
afterlife and asked him to sell it back to the merchant.

“Look sir,” the merchant answered. “I just returned from my teacher after
telling him that I need to marry off my daughter. He gave me this coin and
told me to buy the first item that comes my way. I cannot do anything until I
marry her off.”

The merchant’s wife saw that nothing would change his mind. She told her
husband to take a pen and paper and calculate how much it would cost to
marry off a daughter. Clothing, furniture, a home, everything. When the
calculation was done, the merchant took a large sum of money and handed it
to Rabbi Shammai, and Rabbi Shammai returned the contract.

‘I am returning to you more than what you gave me,” Rabbi Shammai said,
“because you now also gained the mitzvah of helping a bride get married.”

“If so, I got a great deal,” the merchant said with satisfaction, as they shook
hands and parted ways.

Rabbi Shammai went home with joy, thanking G-d for the money that had
come his way. Not long after, Rabbi Shammai and his wife were escorting
their daughter to her chuppah.

The merchant, who had earlier sold his afterlife in the blink of an eye, was
completely changed by this story. He felt fortunate that he was able to help
marry someone off, and regretted his foolishness in selling his afterlife. He
repented and became a truly new person.

He gave charity generously to various causes and did everything to ensure his
afterlife would be worth more than a single gold coin.
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>> The Rebbe

In G-d’s Presence

The practical lesson every woman should derive
from this for her time and place is that the conduct
of “G-d’s eyes are constantly on it” (the Land of
Israel, for which women displayed an affinity)
should be apparent in everything she does. This
should be “constant,” not only on Shabbat and
festivals, but even during the weekdays, and even
in the mundane matters. G-d’s presence should
be felt, as the Alter Rebbe writes in Tanya, “And,
behold, G-d stands over him and He looks at
him, searching his reins and heart to see if he is
serving Him properly”

Source 6 ranya, ch. 1t

One must constantly bear in mind the beginning of
Divine service, its core and its root....

To at least contemplate the greatness of the Infinite
G-d, and on His Kingship, which extends to all
worlds, both the higher and lower realms....

“Behold, G—d stands over him,” and “The whole world
is full of His glory,” and He looks at him, searching
his reins and heart to see if he is serving Him
properly. Therefore he must serve in His presence
with awe and fear, like a person standing before a
king.

One must meditate profoundly and at length on
this thought, each person according to their mental
capacity and according to the time available to him,
before he occupies himself with Torah or observance
of a mitzvah, such as prior to putting on a tallit or
tefillin.

The Alter Rebbe explains in the Tanya what the essence and primary focus of Divine service is. A
person needs to live with the feeling that G-d is constantly watching over them, and thus their

conduct will naturally align accordingly.
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The Rebbe elucidates that this is, in fact, the spiritual concept of living in the Land of Israel - "G-d’s
eyes are on it” When a person lives in a way that G-d is constantly observing them, they are
spiritually living in the Land of Israel.

In relation to our topic, the daughters of Tzelafchad who had a special love for the land, as well
as the other women in the desert who did not fall under the negative influence of the spies and
continued to express their desire to enter the land, serve as an instruction for women in all times.

Women should be the ones who cultivate a spiritual love for the land, so that their lives, their
homes, and even their husbands live with the feeling that "G-d’s eyes are on it," that G-d is watching

over them.

In this way, they influence their entire family to live good and fulfilled lives.

>> The Rebbe

When a woman shows her affection for
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me.” All obstacles disappear. G-d gives us
everything we need, “He makes me lie down
in green pastures, he leads me beside calm
waters, he refreshes my soul . . . my cup
overflows” We receive everything not just in
a basically amenable manner, but with calm
and dignity. This is “a good and expansive
land” in Divine service, and it leads to
goodness and expansiveness in all material
matters, children, health, and livelihood - all
in abundance.

Story: “Make this place into the Land of Israel”
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A letter of the Rebbe Rayatz, dated 20 Av 5685
Igrot Kodesh, Rebbe Rayatz, vol. 1, p. 485

I received your letter regarding your longing toraveling to the Land of Israel
- may it be speedily rebuilt - and your reasons for this. I have a different
opinion about this, an opinion that is rooted in the great tree from which we
all draw life...

In the year 5717, one of the great Chasidim asked the Tzemach Tzedek, the
third Chabad Rebbe, about the matter of traveling to the Land of Israel - may it
be speedily rebuilt. The questioner explained that he possessed a strong desire
to diligently study Torah and worship G-d there.

The Tzemach Tzedek answered him . . “We need to make the Land of Israel
here - Make the place you are living in the Land of Israel.”

The time has come that everyone understands and sees what is before them.
We should not look right or left, and we should not seek other places. Here we
are, and here we must illuminate with the light of Torah through the pathways
of Divine worship. The time has come to know that the purpose of our lives is
in helping our brethren, by awakening their hearts to everything that is good
and beneficial.
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