DON'T FORCE IT

Should you force the kids to go to
synagogue? Strict parenting might produce
quick results, but guiding with the powers of
persuasion is more effective and durable.

History proves it
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A. The Sanctity of the Land of Israel

The Borders of The Promised Land

Source 1 numbers, 34 1-4

G-d spoke to Moses, telling him: “Command the
children of Israel and tell them: ‘When you arrive
in the Land of Canaan, this is the land which
shall fall to you as an inheritance, the Land of
Canaan with its borders: The southernmost side
will be from the desert of Tzin along Edom,
so the southern border will be from the edge
of the Dead Sea to the east. The border then
turns south of Maaleh Akrabim, passing toward
Tzin, and its ends will be to the south of Kadesh
Barnea. Then it will extend to Chatzar Adar and
continue toward Atzmon.” ”

The First Aliyah

Source 2 vaimonides Mishneh Torah, Terumot 1:5

Areas of Israel that were settled by the Jews
who came from Egypt became sanctified. When
they were exiled, the sanctity was void. The
first sanctification, because it was attained via
conquest, was only temporary.

The Second Aliyah

When the exiles returned and resettled part
of the land, they sanctified it a second time,
imbuing it with an eternal sanctity.
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Source 3 maimonides Mishneh Torah, Beit Habechirah 6:16
A Different Kind Of Settlement

Why was the first conquest
not eternally binding with
regards to shemitah and
tithes? The initial obligation
to observe these mitzvot was
only due to the conquest of the
Jewish people. When the land
was seized from them, that
conquest was annulled and the
Torah obligation to keep these
mitzvot was void, because
it was no longer the Land of
Israel.

When Ezra returned to Israel and sanctified the
land, it wasn’t through conquest, but through
asserting their ownership of the land by settling
it (chazakah). Thus, any place that was settled
by the returnees from Babylon and sanctified by
Ezra retains its sanctity today. Even if it is later
seized from Jewish control, it remains obligated
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in the mitzvot of shemitah and tithes.

Ezra the Scribe A Jewish leader
during the return to Israel from
Babylon, and the beginning of
the second Temple period. The
appellation of “scribe” refers to his
broad Torah knowledge and his
efforts to teach Torah and produce
copies of the books of Torah. In the
7th year of Persian King Artaxertxes’
reign, Ezra traveled from Babylon
to Jerusalem, leading a group of
Jews, at the king’s behest. The sages
taught that Ezra was worthy of
receiving the Torah from G-d, had
Moses not preceded him.
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B. The Difference

Maimonides’ words regarding the first and second
sanctifications require explanation.

1. Firstly, the question raised by the commentators:
“Why is chazakah more effective than conquest?
Why doesn't losing the land void the chazakah
as well? Also, after the original sanctification
through conquest, didn't they settle the land and
exercise chazakah? If so, why should chazakah
that wasn't preceded by conquest be more
effective than chazakah that was preceded by
conquest?” This question of the commentators
remained unanswered.

2. It is known that Maimonides is very precise,
not just with the overall picture he presents, but
also with his exact wording. Maimonides writes:
“When Ezra returned to Israel and sanctified the
land, it wasn’t sanctified through conquest, but
through chazakah” Why does Maimonides first
state the negative “it wasn't sanctified through
conquest?” Why doesn't he just write briefly
“When Ezra returned to Israel he sanctified
it through chazakah?” Does conquest have a
negative effect that requires it to be ruled out
here?

3. There is an additional, even stronger question.
The first sanctification occurred when the Jewish
people were in the holiest possible state. They
had been led into Israel
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by Joshua, the second-degree recipient of the
Torah - “Moses received the Torah at Sinai
and relayed it to Joshua” They possessed
the Holy Ark, a jar of the miraculous manna,
the holy anointing oil, and the stick that had
miraculously blossomed. They had entered
the land of Israel and conquered Jericho—the
keyhole to the entire country—in a miraculous
fashion: the priests circled the walls of Jericho
carrying the Ark, blew the shofar, and the walls
came down.

By contrast, the second sanctification
occurred when they were in a far worse state.
They were missing the five special items that
were present in the first Temple, including
the Ark and the items stored with it: the jar
of manna, the anointing oil, and the stick that
blossomed. Yet, it is specifically the second
sanctification that had an eternal effect!
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The Second Temple vs. The First Temple

Source & chagai1:3-4,7-8

The word of G-d came through
Chaggai the prophet, saying: “Is
now the time for you to sit in
roofed houses while this House is
in ruins?”
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So said G-d: “Consider your ways.
Ascend the mountain, bring
wood and build a House and I will
accept it and I will be honored by
it,” said G-d.

30T20M 2T W
027 Ny KR X023
nawy opx
.20 O D27 0O1eD

Chaggai A Biblical prophet who
lived during the period of the return
to Israel. His book, containing just
two chapters, is the tenth of the
collection known as The 12 Prophets.
The main topic of his prophecies is
encouragement for the returnees to
build the second Temple.

aAR6
1,K000 (6
2,100 (7

NDTMIN (2
DY (3
LTIV A0 ,170D 972702 LT MRV RN R0 (4




Talmud, Yoma 21b

Why does the verse say “I will accept it and
be honored by it” (ve'ekaved) but we read it as
“ve'ikavdah?” The letter hey is missing from the
word to symbolize the difference between the
first Temple and the second Temple. Five (hey)
elements were lacking in the second Temple: The
Ark of the Covenant, the cover of the Ark and the
Cherubs that were on top of it; the fire on the
Altar; the Divine Presence; the Holy Spirit; and
the Urim Vetumim.

Source 5 frasn

Many of the priests and the Levites and the
heads of the fathers' houses—old men who
had seen the first Temple when its foundation
was laid—when they saw this Temple with
their eyes, they were weeping with a loud
voice. Many were shouting with joy and raised
voices.

Rashi

This Temple: When they saw this building
they cried because they remembered the
grand structure of the first Temple.

Many: Those who never saw the first Temple
rejoiced and raised their voices with elation
at being released from exile.

Pesikta Rabati 35:1

Why were half the people crying and half
rejoicing? The elders, who saw the first
Temple where the Divine presence was
revealed, and now saw the second Temple
where the Divine presence did not rest,
cried. Their youth, who never saw the glory
of the first Temple, rejoiced at seeing this
Temple.
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C. Within Natural Means

To explain:

Conquest involves one side overpowering
the other, but the losing side doesn’t
undergo any change. The first sanctification
was through conquest, against the will of
the 31 local kings. They weren't prevailed
upon to transform themselves for the
better and concede to the Jewish people.
Rather, the Jews carried the Holy Ark and
blew the shofar etc., and this caused the
opposing side to disappear, “like wax melts
before fire”

Since this sanctification occurred through
conquest, and not through a process of
restraining and then transforming, it did
not endure, and it was eventually reversed.

We find a similar pattern with the two
sets of tablets that Moses brought down.
The first set was delivered along with a
powerful display of Divine revelation. The
sages teach that the call of “I am G-d your
L-rd” rang out from all four corners of the
world. Yet, we are told that the reason why
the first tablets didn’'t endure was precisely
because they were given with great fanfare.
Abrightlight of Divine revelation had shone,
and this temporarily overpowered all the
negative elements in the world, leaving the
world a perfectly good place. But when the
event concluded and the Divine revelation
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ended, everything snapped back into place. The
Jewish people had to again engage in a difficult
battle with the forces of negativity, and this
ended with failure in a cardinal matter, the sin of
the golden calf.

This is the reason behind Maimonides’ precise
wording regarding the second sanctification,
“When Ezra returned to Israel and sanctified the
land, it wasn't sanctified through conquest, but
through chazakah!

The second sanctification didn't involve
conquest, a battle with an opposing side which
remains an enemy. In such a case, even chazakah
wouldn’'t be effective, because it comes after
conquest. Rather, Ezra’s aliyah to Israel was the
result of “G-d moved the heart of Cyrus king of
Persia, and he issued a proclamation throughout
his kingdom . . . saying . . . any of G-d’s people
among you, their G-d will be with them and they
may go up.” In this case, the opposing side itself
cooperated, by restraining and transforming
themselves. This didn't occur through war and
conquest, but through “even his enemies made
peace with him.” “Thus, any place that was settled
by the returnees from Babylon and sanctified
by Ezra retains its sanctity today” - an eternally
enduring sanctity.
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The Importance Of Securing Agreement

Source 6 e rebbe, Torat Menachem 5744:2, p. 609

"G-d worked great wonders for us, causing
His name to be exalted and sanctified in the
eyes of all the ruling authorities and all the
nations of the kingdom. This was a great
wonder in their eyes as well, and they all
exclaimed: ‘this was from G-d, it is wondrous

in our eyes.”

We see that the Alter
Rebbe is ascribing great
importance to the impact
his redemption had on the
authorities and the non-
Jewish people. Reading
this letter carefully, one is
struck by the lengthy and
incredible elaboration on
this point.

This raises a question.
The letter was intended
primarily for distinguished
individuals, Rabbi Levi
Yitzchak of Berditchev, one
of the great students of the
Magid of Mezeritch, and
Rabbi Baruch of Mezhibuzh,
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Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev
A student of the Magid, Rabbi Dov
Ber of Mezritch, and the Alter
Rebbe’s colleague. He was the rabbi
and Chassidic leader in Berdichev.
He was known as the “defender of
Israel” for his custom to always see
the good in every Jew. His heartfelt
musical compositions are sung by
many Chassidim until today. Out of
respectfor their rabbi, the Berdichev
community never appointed a
successor, and successive rabbis
in the community were known as
rabbinic arbiters and decisors, but
not rabbis.

Rabbi Boruch of Mezhibuzh: The
son of the Baal Shem Tov’s daughter
Odel.

the grandson of the Baal Shem Tov and a Rebbe
in his own right, whose teachings live on
through his books. These distinguished people
certainly understood the profound significance
of the imprisonment and redemption, and its
relationship with the spreading of the inner
dimension of the Torah. The reason behind
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the imprisonment was known throughout the
land, and these great scholars were certainly
aware of it. Considering the profound meaning
of the redemption, why should importance be
ascribed to the impact of the redemption on
the authorities and non-Jewish people? Why
does it make a difference what the non-Jews of
S. Petersburg are saying?!
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