THE SECRET OF THE MENORAH

The Menorah is one of the best-known Jewish
symbols, prominent in the Temple and in the
visions of the prophets.

What does it symbolize?
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A. LIGNEING OF BUILAING?covvererreeeeeeennreseesssssssssseessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 5

This week’s Torah reading opens with the command to kindle lights in the Holy Temple
(Source 1). Why, asks the Rebbe, does the Torah again tell us that the menorah must be built
from one solid block? This was mentioned earlier, when describing the Temple vessels, and
here the discussion is not regarding the vessels themselves.

B. Seven Lights, SEVEN KINAS OF JEWS.....vooooeeeeeeeeersssssssseessessssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 8

In the Haftarah reading, we read of the prophet Zechariah’s vision of a menorah with seven
branches (Source 2). The Midrash notes that unlike other prophets, Zechariah always saw
the good in the Jewish people, referring to them as “a menorah of pure gold” (Source 3)

The Alter Rebbe explains that the seven branches of the menorah represent seven kinds of
Jews, each of whom serve G-d in a different way. The High Priest’s duty is to “illuminate the
lights,” (Source 4) and help them flourish and grow in their Divine service.

The verse states: “The seven lights should shine facing the menorah,” all the lights must
shine in one direction. How can these seven kinds of Jews all shine in the same direction?
They are all so different from each other, how can each one shine its light the same way?

The explanation is that the menorah was crafted from one solid block of gold. Rashi explains
how exactly it was made (Source 5), and the midrash describes how challenging it was to
craft (Source 6). Being that all seven branches—the seven kinds of souls—were made of one
solid block of gold, they remained one entity. Even as they each adopted their own unique
style, they all retained the same objective: to illuminate the world with G-dliness.

C. A UNITIEA PUPOSE.....cousmumeneeeeessssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 16

Judaism appreciates the diversity of people; different Jews have different approaches to
serving G-d. But despite these differences, the overarching goal remains the same: lighting
up the world. Like Zechariah saw all Jews as “pure gold,” the High Priest of each generation
must see the good in every Jew and encourage them to be unified in their Divine service.

Story - “I have given you the match”



Introduction

This week’s Torah reading opens with the command to Aaron the High Priest to kindle the
menorah’s lamps. The Haftarah, too, describes Zechariah’s vision of the menorah.

Why is the menorah such a central motif in Judaism and what is its message for us?

NI7YNI MUART YW

2"wn'n,1P0 30, IMPYn1 0w nnvwn
RabYlaRisbiyinhiy!
JIRDMI 4350y 0 PON 0NIN NN




A. Lighting or Building?

Source 1 numbers 81-4

Student'g G-d spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to Aaron 937 KD Awn BR T2
" and tell him: 'When you light the lamps, the 3022 PR DIAK ION 9K
seven lights should shine facing the menorah."” 179w "8 2 YR nhin X

Aaron did so; he lit the lamps facing the center 12 YN .niIn DY TN

of the menorah, as G-d had commanded Moses. 717y 7793117 %18 21 X 1IN

X S DR 'TOTIY WRD 0N
This was the form of the menorah: : i ornn T

hammered work of gold, it was hammered 271 YRR nnD ayn o
from one block, from its base to its N7 YRR A2 7Y A9 Y
flowers. According to the form G-d had Y DR TARTD WK RTR2
shown Moses, so he constructed the menorah. ST DR Y 12

The Torah reading begins with the commandment to kindle the lamps of the menorah. It's worth
noting that the lamps weren’t intended only to illuminate the Holy Temple, but also to illuminate
the world beyond the Temple walls, with the spiritual light of the lamps. The windows of the Temple
were fashioned in a strange way: the outer frame was wider than the inner frame, to show that the
light must go from inside out, and not the opposite.

>> The Rebbe

Why Are We Discussing the Construction Details?

St“deg;_'g This week’s Torah portion begins with “When you 1Mbyna” avnnn nwnon
light the lamps,” relating the details of the menorah  ps391y57 *v9D) "131 N3 DR
lighting ceremony in the Holy Temple. The Torah  sqnqxby - (799300 npbTn Sw
then continues, “This was the form of the menorah: SNE YN o1 NRY
hammered work of gold, from its base to its flowerit =~ ooy IV 797 TV 3 Awpn
was hammered work” Meaning, the entire menorah

. SR wpn
must be hammered out from a single block of gold.
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Seemingly, there is no need, in our
Torah portion, to relate the details of the
construction of the menorah. The details of
the construction of the mishkan and all its
vessels were already related at length, twice:
Firstwhen the Torahrelates G-d’'sinstructions
regarding the mishkan (in the portion of
Terumah),and againwhendescribingitsactual
construction (in the portion of Vayakhel).
Our Torah portion is discussing the function
of the menorah, “when you light the lamps”
Why then does the Torah detail here “this
was the form of the menorah”™?
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In Parshat Terumah, where Moses gives over the plans for the mishkan and its vessels, there are ten

verses discussing the menorah. In Parshat Vayakhel, there are eight verses where the Torah details

the construction of the menorah. Now, in Parshat Beha'alotcha, the Torah speaks about the service

in the mishkan and the kRindling of the lamps. Why does the Torah repeat the construction details of

the menorah? All that is relevant here is the details of its use.

The Torah has previously mentioned, in other
places, the functions of different vessels in the
mishkan. One such example is the description
of how the table in the mishkan should be
used: "You should take fine flour and bake it
into twelve loaves... and place them... on the
pure table" However, the Torah does not
proceed to then explain the details of the
table's construction. The reason is simple: the
construction details were already provided in
the appropriate section, and here the Torah
solely focuses on the instructions for baking
the loaves which had to be placed on the table.
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Just like the Torah doesn't proceed to
state "this is the form of the table" after
discussing its function, similarly in our
case, the Torah shouldn't state "this is the
form of the menorah" Our Torah portion
is about the lighting of the menorah, as
emphasized right at the beginning. Even
the beginner student will have the question
here, why does the Torah relate the details
of the menorah’s construction?

If for some reason the Torah also wishes to
describe the construction of the menorah,
why does it choose specifically the detail of
“hammered work” from a single block?” There
are many other details about the menorah,
such as the requirements that it have cups,
knobs, and flowers, seven branches, and many
other details. Why does the Torah give here
specifically the detail about the “hammered
work?”

It must be that the only detail about the
construction of the menorah that is relevant
to its lighting, is the detail of “hammered
work” This can be understood based on
the explanation in Likkutei Torah that the
“hammered work” from one block symbolizes
the concept of unity.
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Apparently, the fact that the menorah is hammered out of a solid block of gold is not only relevant to

the construction of the menorah, but also to its function. As a result, when the Torah details the daily

lighting of the menorah, it repeats this detail.
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B. Seven Lights, Seven Kinds of Jews

Entirely Beautiful

Before resolving the question we asked, let’s study the Haftarah reading, where the menorah is depicted
in Zechariah’s vision.

To understand the vision, we must first understand the context. This vision took place during the
“return to Zion,” when the Jews made their way back to Israel from Babylon after being exiled there.
They were led by Zerubavel ben Shaltiel, and Yehoshua ben Yehotzadak, the High Priest. The Kuthites
had the Persian authorities stop the rebuilding of the Temple. In the Jewish settlement, surrounded by
enemies, morale was running low, and the prophet saw fit to encourage the people.

Source 2 zechariah 41-2, 4-6
The angel who spoke with me 12T INTRD 2T Zechariah: A prophet who lived
returned, and he awakened me TORD 1Y "3 during the return to Zion. He helped

. . : s : ; boost the morale of the returnees
0 9 ’
like a man waking up from his AR MY WK the Second Te ple. His

sleep. He asked me, "What do you anx T 2N MR startling visions are recorded in

see?" 27X the first part of his book while his

. . ] prophecies regarding the End of

menorah with a bowl at the top ~ #73,A72 271 MM
and seven lamps on it, with seven YY) AwRY Y
channels to the lamps." Rnidrs MR Uab!

I replied to the angel who spoke with me, saying, 92T IN7RI PN R YK
"What are these, my master?" PITR PN D NR? 02

The angel I was talking to answered me, "Do MR 2 72T '[N’?Dﬂ 197
you not know what these are?" I said, "No, my 71 nn DyT Xi?g 9N
master." DT N2 K] PN

The angel said to me, "This is the word of G-d to 727 1] ANANG 9N MR 1Y
Zerubavel: 'Not by might and not by power, but ?m2 X7 K7 22277 X T
by My spirit,’' says G-d.” "M 0K T2 DX °3 102 X7

DXy

The vision of the menorah represents the bountiful good they would receive, not through physical
might but through G-d’s Spirit. In the vision, everything happens on its own: the oil flows from the
cups into the lamps and they light without any human intervention. You too, this vision tells the Jews,
will be victorious without any effort. You will rebuild the Temple and reestablish your sovereignty in
Israel.
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Source 3 widrash Rabbah, 133

The midrash observes something unique in Zechariah’s vision.

Jeremiah says, “they were called
tarnished silver,” and Ezekiel calls
them “dross.” But Zechariah says
“l see a solid gold menorah,” in
keeping with the verse: “You are
entirely beautiful.”

Jeremiah calls the Jewish people “tarnished silver,” for they were tarnished with sin. Ezekiel calls them
“dross” - foreign matter mixed with precious metals, meaning that the Jews had become mixed with

foreign elements.

Zechariah comes and says something entirely different: “I saw a menorah all of gold.” The entire
Jewish people, all seven kinds, are all gold in my eyes! As Solomon says in the Song of Songs: “You are

I 0N 793 :(2 ) 7IP) MR MY 57
X3 "0 P07 W 12 7 PO O 12 1
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entirely beautiful.” The Jewish nation is entirely beautiful.

The Spiritual Meaning of the Menorah

Source & vikkutei Torah, Beha'alotcha, p. 29, third column.

The Alter Rebbe explains what the seven lamps represent and what the High Priest does with them.

The soul is called a flame, as the verse says
“Man’s soul is G-d’s candle.” The Jewish
people in their entirety are called a menorah.
Their seven approaches of Divine service are
the seven lamps of the menorah. One serves
G-d with a love that flows steadily like water,
another with a fiery passionate love. The
middle path is through Torah study, another
is the attribute of victory, to overcome and be
victorious in service of G-d by fleeing from
negativity and doing good. Another path is
through pride, as the sages said, all Jews are
nobility.

Aaron the High Priest is the one who kindled
these lamps, because he is one of the seven
leaders who draw down G-dly energy into
the Jewish souls. He brings out in them a
strong love of G-d and stokes their fiery love,
the fiery flames burning deep in man’s heart.
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The seven lamps symbolize seven kinds of Jews who serve G-d differently, based on the seven
kabbalistic attributes.

Chesed or Kindness

Water-like love: Love based on understanding G-d’s might and greatness. This inspires feelings
of love for G-d because we have the merit of being close to Him. This love flows calmly like water.

Loving G-d is also expressed in love for His children, the Jewish people.

Story - Hospitality Out of Love

Rabbi Eliezer, the father of the Baal Shem Tov, lived in a small village, and was
known for his hospitality. When beggars would arrive in town, he'd welcome
them into his home and hand them a generous donation, before they'd even ask.
Rabbi Eliezer knew that most of his guests were poor, coming to collect money.
After he'd given them money, the guest could finally relax, knowing their goal had
been achieved.

Rabbi Eliezer was once praised greatly in Heaven for his generosity, and it was
decided to put Rabbi Eliezer to the test. “Who will test him?” they asked. Elijah
the Prophet volunteered.

Elijah arrived at the rabbi’s door during Shabbat, disguised as a beggar who'd just
come to town, with a cane and a knapsack. “Good Shabbos!” the beggar called out.

The guests around Rabbi Eliezer’s table told him to throw the beggar out for
desecrating the Shabbat by traveling. But the rabbi was gentle, and didn’t want
to embarrass the man. He invited him to join the third Shabbat meal, and after
dark invited him for the “Melave Malkah” meal.

On Sunday morning, the rabbi gave the beggar a donation, without reprimanding
him for violating the Shabbat.

When Elijah saw the rabbi’s kindness and generosity, he revealed himself. “Know
that I am the prophet Elijah,” he told the rabbi. “I came to test you. In reward for
your kindness, you will have a son who will light up the Jewish people.”

This is how Rabbi Eliezer merited a son like the Baal Shem Tov.

Gevurah, or Strength

Fiery love: Love that stems from a feeling of distance. This is like a child far away from their
parents, burning with feelings of longing. A person who feels they aren’t close enough to G-d, or
not spiritual enough, has a burning desire to get closer to G-d.



Tiferet, or Beauty

Torah study: The level of Tiferet is between Chesed and Gevurah. Like a stunning work of art,
whose beauty lies in bringing together different shades, Tiferet unites Chesed and Gevurah. This
level is expressed through Torah study. An intellectual uses their mind to balance the feelings of
kindness and strength.

Netzach, or Victory

Perseverance and triumph: After heading out to battle one cannot withdraw, despite the costs
involved in staying the course. The feelings of steadfastness and pride don't allow for withdrawal.
This attitude has a positive side as well. When we take on a positive resolution and share it with
others, we've got to follow through. We won't break our word and we’ll muster up extra strength to
get us there.

Hod, or Splendor

Humility and acknowledgement: When we are humble, we take nothing for granted. We don't feel
that we deserve everything; we thank G-d for what we have. This is generally the path of simple,
pure people.

Story

The Tzemach Tzedek once heard a simple person reciting Psalms from the depths
of his heart, and cried: “If only I were able to say one verse of Psalms with such
sincerity and purity.”

In the times of the Tzemach Tzedek, the Russian army would forcibly draft young
Jewish children, known as Cantonists. They would be forced to serve for 25 years.
After they were free, they would try to pray and keep the mitzvot to the best of their
knowledge, but they had very little understanding of Jewish practice. The Tzemach
Tzedek said that their observance was with self-sacrifice without mixing in
knowledge and understanding, and we cannot fathom how dear their prayers are
to G-d, even more so than one who prays with the loftiest kabbalistic intentions.
It is said that when Moshiach comes, the true greatness of the simple people who
pray and recite Psalms with sincerity will be revealed.

Yesod, or Foundation

connection: Yesod is connecting with G-d. It gives us the ability to devote ourselves to G-d no
matter the circumstances. A Jew connects to G-d, giving themselves to Him, and is prepared to
give their life for Him.

Story - Stay Connected to the Baal Shem Tov

When the Alter Rebbe was imprisoned, the first question he was asked was whether
he was a student of the Baal Shem Tov. If he would have said no, they would have
freed him, but he refused to disassociate himself from the Baal Shem Tov for even
a moment, and would not deny his connection.

il
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Malchut, or Majesty

Pride: Every Jew is a prince, therefore we feel important and prestigious. This pride helps distance

us from sin, because it wouldn’t be appropriate for the child of a king to act in such a manner.

Story

One of the Alter Rebbe’s students, when faced with a spiritual test, would tell

himself, “Me, a senior student of the Rebbe, how can I do such a thing?!” In this

way, he used his pride for Divine service.

The seven lamps represent different kinds of Jews: for the first, it’s fun to be Jewish. The second
always feels guilty that they aren’t a good enough Jew. The third has a good balance. The fourth
is determined and will even give their life for their Judaism. The fifth lacks any ego and is always
thankful to G-d for what they have. The sixth feels constantly connected to G-d, and the seventh feels

that they are royalty and can change the world.

The High Priest’s role isn't to change them or tell them to do anything differently, but rather to help
them grow in their own path. This is what the Torah instructs the High Priest: “When you light the

lamps, the seven lights should shine ... ” You must fill all Jews with light, in their own way.

>> The Rebbe

Seven Types of Souls, United

The Torah portion begins with the verse
“When you light the lamps, the seven lamps
should shine facing the menorah” Meaning,
all of the seven lamps need to shine in one
direction - the front of the menorah (the
main stem of the candelabrum).

The Torah itself requires that there be
lamps. The reason why seven
physical lamps are needed is because
there are seven spiritual lamps, each
of which has its own individual role.
How then can we make them all shine in the
same direction, facing the menorah? These
are seven distinct lamps, how can we make
them all do the same thing?
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If all of the lamps serve the same role,
then there should only be one stem on the
candelabrum to begin with. And if seven
branches are required, how can they all
be made to face one direction, the center
stem?

Source 5 rashi Numbers 8:4
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Hammered: It was made of a solid  "|Upl NT? XT" 1107 1v22 ¢" 702 .NWpn
block of gold, pounded with a hammer  W°pi3 N0 271 722 7Y NYY (7 2X°17)
and carved with an axe to create the JIPDD 772K VY ,2UWo2 qnim 012

body of the menorah. It wasn’t created
by attaching separate pieces together.
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From its base: Its base was the hollow  °19%¢ fo2 niviwm 7772 2120 ,0¥230

box above the legs, like the silver
candelabra that stand before the
nobleman.

Source 6 widrash Tanchuma, Shemini, 8

How was the menorah made?

00
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When Moses went up to heaven, T2 WiTRn M LY mRYY Yy
G-d showed him how to build the JOURT DX Nipy? JR0n 02 12 Nk XN
mishkan. When G-d showed him the mpyn XN g2 Witen 2 oY 12
menorah, Moses had a difficult time WiTpn 2 MK Y m2 nwpn i

understanding. G-d told him: “I'll make
one right now.”
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G-d showed Moses white flames, red IR UK MY URY TR WK Mg
flames, black flames, and green flames, IIRDD T°Y°23 07D DX 1R N
and created a menorah of them. He told 79 :52 MR NI .Dopn NYWYY oD
Moses, “Do it like this.” As the verse IR0 YR 11 NRIY 0NN 1YY 79
states, “This is the form of the menorah.” WiTpn 2 NNY LT (7,0 92Tn)
This teaches us that G-d showed him 12989y AX7,717120 DX Y2IX2 X7 9102

personally how to build the menorah.
Yet, Moses still had difficulty.

inity? mYn 727 A2 YR

13



Student’s
ng.9

Student’s
ng.9

G-d then drew it on Moses’ palm, as
the verse states: “See and make it in
this shape,” the same way G-d drew

N2 2y ARRD 2N 912 WiTRD Ry on
DN°3202 Nl AR 52 MK Yhn Y i
ST 92 7Y eRpRnY oW (2,10 Ninw)

it on his palm. Still, Moses couldn’t
understand, telling G-d: “Make it
hammered [Mikshah],” meaning “Mah
kashah,” how hard this is to make!

G-d responded: “Throw the gold into
the fire and it will make itself,” as the
verse states: “the menorah should be
made hammered.” It says should be
made, meaning that it will make itself.

To answer this challenge, the verse
continues and states “this was the form
of the menorah: hammered work” This
means that the seven lamps are actually
all one concept, and only through being
pounded with a hammer do they become
cups, knobs, flowers, seven branches, etc.
Ultimately they all come from one source
and represent the same concept - unlike
all the other vessels of the mishkan, which
were constructed from multiple parts
assembled together.

Since they are really one concept, even
after they are fashioned into seven lamps
they can still be made to do the same
thing: shine facing the central stem of the
menorah.

The difference between the menorah and the other vessels of the mishkan is that all the other vessels
were assembled from multiple parts of gold and wood, welded together. The menorah, by contrast,
was built in a much more complex manner. The artisans had to take a large block of gold, and hammer
it and carve it until it assumed the shape of a beautiful menorah with seven branches, decorative
flower shapes, etc. The Torah says that Moses indeed had difficulty constructing the menorah, and

G-d needed to assist him in doing it.
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The spiritual meaning of this is that while there are different types of Jews who serve G-d in different
ways, they all share a single core. Even when they express themselves differently they are part of the
same unit. This is why they all shine facing the center of the menorah - they are all striving towards
the same general goal, illuminating the world with G-d’s light.

Studeg;l'g Moreover, the entire form of the menorah = 7999 7D TV 39 1YY T U N
was hammered out of the same single ("W 217°D)) 99939 I?YW ST R
block. Starting with the lowest element, the 7MY AN NINAND P’?ﬂu'l Y
box-shaped base with legs underneath, all 5y g 0D AWy ,"InIn” 1R
the way to the flowers which adorned the b P UM NP DY KT
menorah for beauty. This hammered block
included every detail, from the lowest to
the loftiest and everything in between.
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The verse emphasizes that all the parts of the menorah were formed from one block. From the lowly
base to the beautiful flowers, all were chiseled from the same block.
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C. A Unified Purpose

Asdiscussed several times, every detail
in Torah serves as a directive for our
Divine service. Kabbalah teaches that
the menorah represents the Jewish
people, and the seven lamps represent
seven levels within the Jewish people.

The mishnah in Tractate Kiddushin lists ten types of Jews. Priests that serve in the Temple, Levites
that devote themselves to teaching the Jewish people Torah, simple Israelites that work hard to make

a living, and additional categories.
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Judaism doesn’t ignore the fact that there are different types of Jews who live different lifestyles.

The main function of the lamps is
to illuminate. A lamp and a wick are
not complete when they are not
shining, only when the lamp is lit
and illuminating its surroundings is
it fulfilling its purpose. The same is
true regarding the human soul, which
the verse compares to a candle, and
whose purpose is to shine with Divine
service.

Everyone shares the same general goal: illuminating the world. Each in their own way, but the goal

is identical.

All of the seven lamps do the same
thing, shining facing the center of the
menorah. The reason for this is that it
is one block: all Jews are a single unit,
originating from the same source -
G-d. There are distinctions between
individual Jews, from the “flowers”
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who are on the level of the head, and the
“bases” who are on the level of the feet.
But these distinctions are only superficial,
internally the Jewish people are all “one
block,” all on the same level.

The menorah was formed specifically from a
block of pure gold, with no dross. Even the
Jews that are termed “base” are pure gold,
because there is no dross in any Jew. This is
expressed by G-d’s calling the Jewish people
“the work of my hands in whom I take pride”
G-d doesn’t lend His name to something
negative, so this proves that the Jewish
people are completely good, and all of them
are pure gold. As a result, all Jews can serve
G-d together, all “seven lamps shining facing
the menorah”
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The prophet Zechariah called all the different types of Jews pure gold. He didn't see any dross or

imperfect materials, only pure gold. This is what enables the High Priest to fulfill his role of helping

every Jew spread light in their unique way. Because every Jew is pure gold.

This is an eternal directive for all generations,
even when the Temple is not standing and
the physical menorah is not shining. Even in
our time, the spiritual service of lighting the
lamps—all facing the center of the menorah—
is relevant. This matter is especially relevant
at the time when we read this Torah portion,
as the Alter Rebbe—the first Chabad Rebbe—
taught that we must “live with the times,
with the weekly Torah portion. So this is
a concept that must guide all of us in our
Divine service.
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We no longer light the menorah in the Temple, but the menorah’s unifying message is as relevant

today as ever.
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Story "I have given you the match”

Yehudah Avner was an Israeli diplomat, serving as an ambassador to several
nations and an advisor to five Israeli prime ministers.

During a private audience with the Rebbe, the Rebbe explained to Avner what a
Rebbe’s role is:

“T will tell you what I'm trying to do . . . Reb Yehuda, imagine you are looking at a
cupboard, and I tell you to open that cupboard. You open the cupboard, and you
see there a candle, but I tell you that it is not a candle—it is a lump of wax with a
thread inside. When do the wax and the wick become a candle? When you bring a
flame to the wick. That is when the wax and the wick turn into a candle, and fulfill
the purpose for which they were created.

“And that is what I try to do—to help every man and woman fulfill the purpose for
which they were created.

"The wax is the body, and the wick is the soul. Ignite the soul with the fire of Torah,
and then the body and the soul will fulfill their purpose.

"And that is is my mission,” the Rebbe concluded, “to ignite the soul of every Jew
with the fire of Torah."

As the meeting drew to a close, Avner asked the Rebbe: “Rebbe, have you lit my
candle?”

"No," the Rebbe said, clasping Avner’s hand. "I have given you the match. Only you
can light your candle.”

The Rebbe was telling Avner the concept we learned in this class. The High Priest’s
role was to help every Jew shine in their own way. He must give them the match,
the push, the love, so they can shine on their own.
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