FAITHFUL MARRIAGE

The event of the giving of the Torah
is considered a "marriage”

between G-d and the Jewish people.
What form of loyalty

does this relationship require?
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A. A Heavenly Argument

>> The Rebbe

Moses and the Angels

Torah has a form of spiritual expression
in Heaven, in addition to its physical
manifestation in the material world.

Before the Torah descended into this world
it existed in the spiritual realm, and the
angels even asked that it be given to them,
“bestow Your majesty upon the heavens.”
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi A
Talmudic sage whose life was full
of miraculous events. Thanks to his
legendary piety, he frequently met

“When Moses ascended on high, D7 MR AYYY AYYR  win Elijah the Prophet, who taught
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the Torah,” G-d responded.

They replied: “You have a treasure that has been
hidden for 974 generations before the world was
created, and you want to give it to a man of flesh
and blood? ‘What is man that You shall remember
him, and who is the son of man that You shall be
mindful of? ‘G-d, our Master, how mighty is Your
name on all the earth; you should bestow Your
majesty upon the heavens! ”

“Answer them, Moses,” G-d said.
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“Master of the Universe, I am scared that they
will burn me with the breath of their mouths,”
Moses said.

G-d responded: “Hold on to my Throne of Glory
and answer them.”

“Master of the Universe,” Moses addressed G-d,
“What is written in the Torah which You are
giving me?” “I am your G-d Who has taken you
out of Egypt,” G-d answered. Moses turned to
the angels, “Did you go down to Egypt? Were
you slaves to Pharaoh? Why should you get the
Torah?”

“What else does it say?” Moses asked G-d. “You
shall not have other gods.” “Do you live among
other nations who worship idols?” Moses asked
the angels.

“What else does it say?” Moses asked G-d.
“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.”
“You don’t work,” Moses told the angels, “what
will you rest from?”

“What else does it say?” “You shall not take G-d’s
name in vain.” - “Do you have business dealings?!”

“What else does it say?” “Honor your father and
mother.” - “Do you have parents?!”

“Do not murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not
steal.” - “Can you be jealous? Do you have an evil
inclination?”

Hearing this, the angels conceded.

The angels became friends with Moses and gave
him gifts, as it is stated: “You ascended on high,
you took a captive, you took gifts on account of
man.” (Meaning, the reward was for the fact that
the angels called him “man.”)
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Even the Angel of Death gave a gift, telling Moses
how to stop a plague. Moses later instructed
Aaron on how to stop a plague: “He placed the
incense and he atoned for the people . .. And he
stood between the dead and the living and the
plague stopped.” If not for the Angel of Death
telling him, how would Moses have known the
remedy?

The angels’ request seems difficult to
understand. The angels were incapable of
observing the laws of the Torah which relate
to the physical world. For example, the laws of
marriage have no application for angels. Why
then did they ask that the Torah be given to
them?

It must be that the angels asked to be given
the Torah in its spiritual manifestation. The
spiritual plane of the Torah is something the
angels could also study.
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Optional Section: Mishnah Study in Heaven

Source 2 otzar reshimot, p. 302

I will now tell you a story, as I R oun D__:_'g =il

Rabbi Shmuel Ber of Borisov

promised you on Simchat Torah IR NIRRT BNV as one of the great Chabad
night. Don’t ask me for more 2 ,XTY] VB PPRYN NP  Chassidim. He was a student

details, because I won't give
them.

0o N of four Rebbes: the Mitteler

Rebbe, the Tzemach Tzedek,

i ,2107712an 9v2 ’?X’I?JW' 'S the Rebbe Maharash, and the
Rabbi Shmuel Ber of Borisov TR Oy ani2 papoea Rebbe Rashab.
had a very close relationship aX1,[2"T0 "277] 17V Nl

with the Rebbe Rashab (the

fifth Chabad Rebbe), but he never told the Rebbe
the following story, until he was old and felt
that his time was coming.

This is the story:

On Simchat Torah night in 1853 Rabbi Shmuel
Ber was asleep...

Attached to the house of the Tzemach Tzedek
(the third Rebbe) there was a separate wing
where the Rebbe Maharash (the fourth Rebbe)
lived.

When Rabbi Shmuel Ber awoke from his sleep,
he went into a side room in the Tzemach
Tzedek’s house. Suddenly, the Tzemach Tzedek’s
door opened and he rushed over to the Rebbe
Maharash’s house and knocked on the window.
The two of them, the Tzemach Tzedek and
the Rebbe Maharash, then entered the side
room where Rabbi Shmuel Ber was standing.
Trembling with awe, Rabbi Shmuel Ber heard
the Tzemach Tzedek tell the Rebbe Maharash,
“my grandfather, the Alter Rebbe (the first
Rebbe), promised to come and teach me a
Mishnah in tractate Sukkah as it is studied in
the lower realm of Paradise." The two of them
then entered the Tzemach Tzedek’s room. Rabbi
Shmuel Ber pressed his ear to the door and
heard the beginning of the discussion, but then
fell asleep.
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B. How Do You Get Married?

Source 3 tamud, kiddushin 2a

A woman is betrothed with money, a legal
document, or cohabitation.

Rashi

Money: He gives her money or an object
worth money and tells her: You are
hereby betrothed to me. Document: He
writes on a paper, even if the paper has
no value, You are hereby betrothed to
me. Cohabitation: They engage in marital
relations and he says: Be betrothed to me.

>> The Rebbe

A Married Woman is “Consecrated”

The opening Mishnah of Tractate Kiddushin states:
“A woman is betrothed in three ways . . . through
money, a legal document, or cohabitation." On the
basic level, this Mishnah is about the relationship
between a Jewish man and woman, which is termed
“kiddushin,” betrothal - the man betrothes the
woman, and the woman becomes betrothed to him.

The literal meaning of the word Kiddushin is
“consecrated.” The Talmud explains that this word
is used for betrothal because the act of betrothal
makes the betrothed forbidden to all other men, like
hekdesh, items that are consecrated for the Temple
service and cannot be used by anyone else. This
means that in addition to the unique bond created
between the man and the woman, there is also an
active disassociation with the rest of the world.
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This exclusion of all others is a key
element of betrothal, to the extent that
it gives it its name, kiddushin.

Talmud, Kiddushin 2a

Why is marriage called kiddushin,
“consecration?” Because with this act, the
woman becomes forbidden to the rest of the
world, like something holy and consecrated.

Kiddushin can be effected in three
ways: money, a legal document, and
cohabitation. The Mishnah and Talmud
discuss the legal details of this.

There are basic differences between
each of the three forms of kiddushin.

Money: When a man gives a woman
money (or an item of monetary value)
for the purpose of kiddushin he isn't
giving a part of his own body. The
money is completely external to him.
However, although external to the
person, the item must be something of
significance, worth at least a perutah
in value - a sum that suffices to buy
basic human needs. A lesser sum is
too insignificant and doesn’t effect
kiddushin.
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Document: The document itself need not
be worth anything. All that is required is for
the man to write on the document “you are
mekudeshet to me,” and for the woman to
willingly accept it.

Cohabitation: This is a deeply personal
connection between the man and the
woman, and is the key to the goal of marriage,
“be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”

The concept of kiddushin and the three
ways of effecting it also have a spiritual
dimension.
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C. Marriage With The Creator

Source 3 wishnah, Yadayim 3:5

Rabbi Akiva said, “The entire world was
worthwhile just for the day Song of Songs
was given to the Jewish people, for all the
writings are holy, and Song of Songs is the
holiest of them all.

>> The Rebbe
Wedding With the Torah

The sages teach that Song of Songs, which
describes a relationship between a man and
a woman, is a metaphor for the relationship
between G-d and the Jewish people. G-d is
the “husband” and the Jewish people are the
“wife.”

The Mishnah in tractate Taanit states that
“the day of his wedding refers to the day of
the giving of the Torah”

The day when G-d gave the Torah to the Jewish
people was the day of the “wedding” between
them. This was the day when G-d chose the
Jewish people, from among all the nations, to
have a special relationship with him, as the
verse states “you will be a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation for me”
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Marriage is Consecration

This connection is termed kiddushin - “a holy  "pwy1p” Dwa XW1 1 PN
(kadosh) nation.” Like in the kiddushin betweena 5y = "py1p "3 29057 WSS -
man and a woman, this event makes us “forbidden OR"Y OWRY YR CVITP T
to the rest of the world.” This means that we need AP IPAD RROY KON 0

tolook at the entire world as hekdesh, consecrated
materials, and as the Talmud states in Berachot,
“anyone who benefits from this world without
making a blessing, has improperly derived benefit

from items consecrated to G-d”

Source 6 maimud, Berachot 352

Rabbi Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel:
One who derives benefit from this world
without saying a blessing is like one who
enjoys consecrated items, as the verse
states: “The earth and all it contains is
G-d’s.”

>> The Rebbe

Iy 95 5y Bonond 7 TIw
TP 1Y 00K DY 09IV
1511992 NOONA X123 XMWY D
17992 X912 717 09IV 0 I Y

SN wIpn I 1R

TI030 22 2RI MK AT 27 0N
Iy T°X2 N372 K92 My O7iva
YWH T NI DMy YT

AR

Three Ways to Forge a Union With G-d

The relationship between G-d and the
Jewish people is through the Torah, “on the
day of His wedding refers to the day of the
giving of the Torah” Torah is divided into
three categories—symbolized by money,
a document, and cohabitation—and these
are three ways to connect to G-d.

We find a similar idea where the sages teach
that “the world stands on three pillars:
Torah, divine service, and charitable acts”
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This means that the Torah is generally
divided into three categories which are
all ultimately part of the same Torah.
The Torah can also be divided into three
categories symbolized by “money, a
document, and cohabitation.”

The three categories are: (a) mitzvot
performed with the body, (b) mitzvot
performed not with the body itself, but
with a person’s property, into which they
have invested much labor, and (c) mitzvot
performed with one’s personal faculties
of intellect and emotion.

Those three correspond to money, a
document, and cohabitation:

(@  “Cohabitation” represents the

mitzvot performed with the body.

(b)  “Money”’—which includes anything
of monetary value—refers to the mitzvot
performed with one’s property.

() “A document™ The wuse of a
document for kiddushin is derived from
the word sefer (book), which alludes to
study of the Torah (Sefer Torah).

nwwd npbnl MmN mvbow un
51 ,0°700 MIPPHM Ty L7000
77N M%%s Sw ap1enn oa o o 7
JARYY 0w ,A00 v D°3NIvR nehed

DoPonI NMnn nehow - o PIve
5w 1912 W NNEN (X) :D°M0 I
,D13AW NIRA JPRY NNXHA A () 0N
POYNN 07w 0°1°Iy7 Oy MNP 17 ROX
Sw 1°031 077 aNPROw 1M 93 v nm
,WUDIT MIND oy MMwpn nnen () ,0IR

ST 7320 ,70000 1Y R DPYY

W ,7D,0°°IYN DYDY S AR
IR

5w 19132 DAY NNXNI DY ORP 7 IR (R)
Raht

Y 03 5915 RHR LRPI1T XD 705 7 A0 ()
1001 QY MMWPH NNXHRD ORY NN - 0D
0IR Sw

99AR] DAY PRI BRI 0w ()
77NR TR 5y I - 713 990 112 ANy
2"NRTT 1IN 990”7 990 DRI

Some Things You Have to do Yourself

The division between mitzvot performed
with the body and mitzvot performed
with property parallels a law pertaining to
kiddushin. Mitzvot performed with one’s
property can also be fulfilled through an
agent. Mitzvot performed with the body,
such as laying tefillin, cannot be fulfilled
through an agent - it is a mitzvah that
must be done with the person’s own body.
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The same distinction exists with regard to
the three manners of kiddushin: Kiddushin
by means of money or a document can be
done through an agent, but cohabitation
can only be done by the man himself, and
not through any agent.

The Perfect Marriage

‘A woman is betrothed in three ways”
means that the initial connection of a Jew
to G-d must be with at least one of these
three ways, and then “one mitzvah leads to
another” and one continually grows until
achieving completion in all three ways.
Then the relationship will progress beyond
the initial stage of kiddushin to the final,
complete stage of marriage, nisuin - a
perfect union between G-d and the Jewish
people.

The Lesson

The lesson we can learn from this:

The Sages teach us that we need to consider
the Torah every day like a new gift. In
addition to receiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai
thousands of years ago, we need to accept
the Torah and its mitzvot every day anew,
with the same passion and excitement we
had the first time.
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Deuteronomy 6:6

And these words that I command you today
shall be on your heart.

Rashi

That I command you today: They
should not be like an old edict that
isn’t cherished, but like a new one that
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everyone excitedly runs to.

There is a practical directive here for every
single Jew—especially those that spend
their entire day engrossed in Torah study,
who must have extra passion in their study
and observance.

Each and every day we must accept upon
ourselves anew the concept of exclusivity,
“forbidden to the rest of the world like
consecrated items.” Our only relationship
with worldly matters should be in the
context of Divine service.

We need to focus on continually
increasing in our Torah study and mitzvah
observance, beginning with one of the three
ways: mitzvot performed with the body
(cohabitation), mitzvot performed with
the intellectual faculties (document), and
the largest category, mitzvot performed
with our property (money). This makes
our relationship with G-d into an enduring
bond that lasts all year round.
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