IS THERE LIFE AFTER DEATH?

Is the prediction of the Resurrection of the Dead in
the times of Moshiach realistic? If yes, who will rise,
when exactly, and how? Will we eat food or get
married then?

Everything you wanted to know about this topic.
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A. The Resurrection: When, Who, And Where?

1. Timing

At what stage of redemption will we see the dead rise?

>> The Rebbe

The third Temple will be revealed prior to the

Y12°P% oTp wIpna Nl

return of all the Jewish people to the Land of OTIP NP2 ¥12°p N3
Israel. After all the Jewish people return, the D°Y3IN .0°NNa NN
dead will be resurrected. There will be a period N9 YI°Pn oTp MY
of forty years between the gathering of the .0°nna N ans

Jews from exile and the resurrection.

Source 1 zohar, vol 1, p, 139

We learned: o7pP wIRnI n°3 N7

The Temple comes before the gathering of Jews 723 Y13 ,NT23 T12R7
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Where do we learn this from? It says in the book O3 SR Cnm A

of Psalms (147:2-3), “The L-rd rebuilds Jerusalem;  wamm 35 *93w5 o113
He gathers in the exiles of Israel. He heals the ,n»‘pvhn) "'nm:g;_;?'?
brokenhearted, and bandages their worries” 3 .(a-2 D°p10D ,T”D?
The last verse refers to the resurrection, which  RX°3% ,2°n»3 N° NN X7
heals the broken hearts of those mourning their 5y 1% U;avh AR
deceased loved ones. =4 AR 1 Gy Uy
XYY MR, N20n
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from exile. The return of Jews from exile comes
before the resurrection, and the resurrection
comes last, after everything.

First comes “Rebuilds Jerusalem,” then “Gathers in
the exiles of Israel,” and the final stage is “healing
the brokenhearted.



Source 2 vaimonides’ Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings and Wars 1L:1

In the future, the Messianic king will arise
and restore the Davidic dynasty to its initial
sovereignty. He will build the Temple and
gather the dispersed of Israel.

2. How

The number of departed who will return is obviously tremendous.
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Is there an order of who will be revived first?

>> The Rebbe

(@) The dead in the Land of Israel will rise first,
followed by (b) those from outside Israel, and
finally, (c) the dead of the generation that
wandered in the desert will rise last. Some say
that our forefathers will be the last to rise.

Source 3 isaiah 26:19

Let Your dead revive!
Let corpses arise!

Awake and shout for joy, You who dwell in the
dust.

Source & zoharvol. 1, p. 1132

Rabbi Yochanan says: the dead from Israel
will be resurrected first, as the verse refers
to them, “Let your dead be resurrected” “Let
corpses arise” refers to the dead from outside
Israel, and “Awake and shout for joy, You who
dwell in the dust” refers to the generation of
the desert.
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[As Rabbi Yochanan said: why did Moses die in
the desert? To show the world, that just as G-d
will surely revive Moses when the redemption
comes, so too he will resurrect the entire
generation which received the Torah. This is
what the verse in Jeremiah (2:2) hints at when it
says, “I accounted the devotion of your youth,
your love as a bride—how you followed Me in

the wilderness, in a land not sown.”]

Opinion 2:
Source 3 avkat Rochel, vol. 2, chapter &

Rabbi Shimon says: The dead of the Land of
Israel will rise first, followed by the dead from
outside Israel, and finally those who rest in
Hebron [the forefathers of the Jewish people].

In order that they should rise and be full of
joy, seeing their children who have risen from
their graves, and the land filled with righteous
and pious people.

Opinion 3 - In order of piety:
Source 6 zoharvol. 1, p. 1402 and 1822

First the righteous will rise, followed by
everyone else. Torah scholars first, followed
by those who focus on the mitzvot.
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Opinion 4 - Alphabetical Order:

Source 7 widrash (quoted in Ohev Yisrael, Vezot Habrachah, Likutim)

by OmIR RPN IMIP?
287 779 "D Py oy
N2 WY 21X N3

700 Y Y

The dead will be called and resurrected in
alphabetical order. However, the humble
people will rise before everyone else.

3. Where

Where will this miracle happen? Will all the dead rise where they
were laid to rest, or will it all happen in one place?

>> The Rebbe

Whether the dead are buried in Israel or outside
Israel, the soul will return to its body only in
Israel.
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Source 8 ketubot 1112

Rabbi Elazar said: The dead from outside Israel
will not be resurrected in the future, as it is
stated: “And I will set glory [tzvi] in the land
of the living” (Ezekiel 26:20). This teaches that
with regard to a land which contains My desire
[tzivyoni], its dead will come alive; however,
with regard to a land which does not contain
My desire, i.e., outside of Eretz Yisrael, its dead

will not come alive.
The Talmud asks: And according to the

opinion of Rabbi Elazar, will the righteous
outside of Israel not come alive at the time of
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the resurrection of the dead? Rabbi II'aa said:
They will be resurrected by means of rolling,
i.e., they will roll until they reach the Land of
Israel, where they will be brought back to life.
Rabbi Abba Salla Raba strongly objects to this:
Rolling is an ordeal that entails suffering for the
righteous! Abaye said: Tunnels are prepared
for them in the ground, through which they

pass to Eretz Yisrael.

The verse states that Jacob commanded
Joseph: “You shall carry me out of Egypt and
bury me in the burial place of my fathers”
(Genesis 47:30). Karna said: There is a deeper
meaning here: Our Patriarch Jacob knew that
he was completely righteous, and if the dead
of the lands outside of Israel come alive, why
did he trouble his sons to bring him to Israel?
The reason is that he was concerned lest he

not merit the tunnels.

On a similar note, the same happened
regarding Joseph: “And Joseph took an oath
of the children of Israel, saying: G-d will
surely remember you, and you shall carry up
my bones from here” (Genesis 50:25). Rabbi
Chanina said: There is a deeper meaning here.
Joseph knew concerning himself that he was
completely righteous, and if the dead of the
lands outside of Israel come alive, why did he
trouble his brothers to carry his coffin four
hundred parsa (a measurement of distance) to
Israel? The reason is that he was concerned
lest he not merit the tunnels.

Source 9 zoharvol 1,p. 1280

Who brings the bodies? Rabbi Yitzchak said:
the angel Gabriel brings them.
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B. Reincarnations

4. One Soul And Multiple Bodies

What happens with the bodies whose souls were reincarnated in
other bodies. Will those bodies also be resurrected?

Source 10 shaar Hagilgutim, chapter 4

If the soul's first life was not enough to 791 XY /N oypa DN
completely fulfill that which was demanded of nP2 (WD) MR PN
it, the first body may only have the part of the nnnonya 17 ..o
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Therefore, when the soul reincarnates in
another body to complete its transformation,
the part of the soul the second body has refined
will stay with him to be resurrected.

>> The Rebbe

Some may ask: if some bodies only have a P 1D ORT MwpnR PR
portion of a soul, how can one be resurrected Ona PRY DIR 12 D
from a half-soul? D7DID DPPN APR KPR
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However, it is known that every part of a soul
has all the other parts included in it as well, and
every part has the image of a complete one.
This is true even though it was only one aspect
of a complete soul.



Moreover, all souls are, to begin with, portions TR OPED O 9T

of the soul of Adam—the first man. As our sages QIR TN MnwIn 93 MY
say, before Adam was given life, G-d showed DIN P NNN Inwl XX
him every righteous person that will come from ARNI RN LRI
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5. The Living at the Time of the Resurrection

What will happen to those who are alive when the redemption
occurs?

Source 11 zohar, vol. 2, p. 108b

I will kill and revive. Until this point [of WY TV ORI DN VIR
resurrection] death only came from the other SR TRT 7 020 DD
side [of evil]. Now, however, I [G-d] will kill DR IR IRDTY IR

and immediately revive. Why? In order that MMRIY RN IR
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soul and body, and the world will be a new and
refined one, made by G-d’s hand.
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C. The Manner of the Resurrection:

6. Form

How will the dead be resurrected? Clothed or naked? Healthy or

ill?

Health

Source 12a sereshit Rabbah 95

In the manner in which a person departed, he
will return. If he departed blind, he will return
blind. If he departed deaf, he will return deaf. If
he departed dumb, he will return dumb.

Why is one brought back the same way he
went? So it should not be said, “When they
were alive, G-d did not heal them, but after
death He did?! maybe these are not them?”
G-d says: “If so, they shall arise as they
departed, and then I will heal them”

Source 13 zoharvol 1, p. 203

At the time Israel will arise from the dust,
there will be many limp and blind individuals.
And then G-d will shine the sun upon them to
heal them.

Source 14 taimud Bavti Nedarim 8

G-d will remove the sun from its shield and the
righteous will be healed by it.
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Clothing

Source 12b sereshit Rabbah 95

Just as he departs clothed, he will return
garbed.

We derive this from Samuel. When he saw
Saul he asked the Ov necromancer to describe
his appearance. She reported that she saw an
elderly man wrapped in a cloak. This is what
Samuel used to wear in his lifetime, as the
verse states, “and his mother made him a small
cloak” (I Samuel 2:19).

Source 15 tosafot Ketubot 11t

Rebbi said to his sons, “Do not spend a lot
of money on burial shrouds, because the
righteous will rise in their clothing” It is
implied they should not bury him in expensive
shrouds since the righteous will rise in the
clothing they would ordinarily wear during
their lifetime.

1. The Particulars Involving the Resurrection

of the Body:
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What exactly will the body be recreated from?

Source 16 zohar vol 11, p. 28b

Rabbi Chiya said, the same body which died
will itself be resurrected, as implied by the
verse: “Your dead shall be resurrected” (Isaiah
26). It does not say they will be recreated.
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For one bone will remain from the body, and NIAT 1M NIRWI NOR ORY 1Y
will never disintegrate. At the time of the NP1 XY XM ,ANIXD NOH
resurrection, G-d will soften it with the Dew of 20719 79¥3 1730 X9
Resurrection. The bone will become like yeast X3 7172 @1TR3 127 MR
to dough and the entire body will be built from M3 MR AYYY MR 7MW

it, and afterward G-d will give it the breath of LYRNN) PYM ,NRYIY XY
life. 2220w gt D YIN?
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Rabbi Elazar said to him, it is so. Come and _
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see, the bone will be softened through dew,
as implied by the verse “For a dew of lights is
your dew” (Isaiah 26:19).

>> The Rebbe

Where is this bone located in the body? Some AP AT oYY M17 9y
say it is where the knot of the head Tefillin is DI1PN3 RIWW DR W0
placed [the nape of the neck]. Others claim it is v pbon Sw o Twp
the lowest vertebra of the spine. NNANA DYV XYY DTN
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D. What type of life

8. Life After the Resurrection

What type of life will we experience after the resurrection?

>> The Rebbe

The era of “Olam Habah,” the World to Come,
(after the resurrection) will be devoid of eating,
drinking, procreation, commerce, jealousy,
hatred and competition. “The righteous will
sit with crowns on their heads, basking in the
glory of the divine light” (Berachot 17a) and “will
never return to the earth (Sanhedrin 92a)” and
will live forever.

Now, since after the resurrection there will
no longer be any eating or drinking, how does
this fit with the teaching of our sages, that
in the future G-d will prepare a feast for the
righteous? The vast majority of commentators
interpret this literally, that it will be a physical
feast!

POV IR) RAT DWW
72798 X% 11 PR (@nnn
7°271 7D X9 PN XY
RIP XY MY Rwn XD
ROX ,N1N X921 AR RO
DIPNLYY DAY DOPTX
™ DU OwRM
DN PR Sown

Rapiapd) i lapiattiri Kiahls)i

YRR R TRy bV do b R &
ow PR DONNA NPNnaw
Bty S U o |74 B b Ao
TOYOY 9N 1MRY
Y0 AWy A”apa X1ab
YR M - ooped
plaR el R W akivalalaty Bl
7TY0a 0D 19X 91

P10

Dw12,7Y 2"2.2,0°p 0°M0D Y (7

X, N6
N ,2% 17770 (6

13



Source 17 pesachim 119

In the future G-d will prepare a feast for
the righteous on the day that He extends
[sheyigmol] His mercy to the descendants of
Isaac. After they eat and drink, the celebrants
will give Abraham our father a cup [of wine] to
recite the Grace After Meals, as he is the first
of our forefathers.

And Abraham will say to them: I will not
recite the blessing, as I am blemished, for
the wicked Ishmael came from me. Abraham
will say to Isaac: Take the cup and recite the
blessing. Isaac will say to them: I will not recite
the blessing, as the wicked Esau came from
me. Isaac will say to Jacob: Take the cup and
recite the blessing. Jacob will say to them: I
will not recite the blessing, as I married two
sisters, Rachel and Leah, in their lifetimes, and
in the future the Torah forbade them to me.
[Although at the time it was not prohibited to
wed two sisters, this practice would eventually
be considered a serious transgression.]

Jacob will say to Moses: Take the cup and
recite the blessing. Moses will say to them: I
will not recite the blessing, as I did not merit
to enter the Land of Israel, neither in my life
nor in my death. Moses will say to Joshua: Take
the cup and recite the blessing. Joshua will
say to them: I will not recite the blessing, as I
did not merit to have a son. The proof for this
is that it is written: “Joshua the son of Nun”
(Numbers 14:6), and in the genealogical list of
Ephraim it states: “Nun his son, Joshua his son”
(I Chronicles 7:27). [Since the verse does not
mention any children of Joshua, evidently he
had no sons.]
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Joshua will say to David: Take the cup and
recite the blessing. David will say to them: I
will recite the blessing, and it is fitting for me
to recite the blessing, as it is stated: “I will lift
up the cup of salvation, and I will call upon the
name of the L-rd” (Psalms 116:13).

Source 18 savasatra 75

Rabba says that Rabbi Yochanan says: In the
future G-d will make a feast for the righteous
from the flesh of the leviathan... And with
regard to the remainder of the leviathan, they
will divide it and use it for commerce in the

markets of Jerusalem.

And Rabba says that Rabbi Yochanan says: In
the future, G-d will prepare a sukkah for the
righteous from the skin of the leviathan...
If one is deserving at least of this reward, a
covering is prepared for him, and if one is not
deserving, a necklace is prepared for him...
If one is somewhat deserving, a necklace is
prepared for him, and if one is not deserving
even of this, only an amulet is prepared for him
from the skin of the leviathan.

And with regard to the remaining part of the
skin of the leviathan, G-d spreads it on the
walls of Jerusalem, and its glory radiates from
one end of the world to the other. As it is stated:
“And nations shall walk in your light, and kings
at the brightness of your rising” (Isaiah 60:3).

>> The Rebbe
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In the era of the World to Come we will not need PR RY XA obwa
to eat in order to nurture our bodies. Eating R o7ph Dawa HRd
and drinking will serve a different purpose. P N a9IRM !
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