WILL THESE DRY BONES LIVE?

The Passover Haftarah relates an incredible vision of
redemption: people rising from their graves, and a
lamb and a wolf relaxing together.

How and when will this happen? Has anything like
this happened in the past? And what is Queen
Cleopatra's connection to this?
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A. Dry Bones, Hear the WOrd 0f G-0............ueeeeeeeeeessssssesessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssse b

On Shabbat during the intermediate days of Passover, we read the Haftarah of the vision of
the dry bones which Ezekiel brought back to life. (Source 1)

In the Talmud, there are differing opinions as to whether this actually happened or if it
is intended as an allegory. Likewise, the Sages are conflicted about who these deceased
people are. One opinion is that they were from the tribe of Efraim who left Egypt early on
their own and fell in battle with the Philistines. Another opinion is that they were young
Jews exiled to Babylon who were killed by Nebuchadnezzar. (Source 2)

G-d tells Ezekiel that the message of this prophecy is encouragement for the Jewish people
not to lose hope in exile. (Source 3)

This Haftarah is read on Shabbat of the intermediate days of Passover, because the
resurrection of the dead will occur during the month of Nissan (Source 4). Cleopatra
believed in the resurrection and asked the sages how exactly it would take place. (Source 5)

B. What Will Happen When MoShiaCh AITIVES?.....eeeeeeeeressessssssssseesssssssssssssesssssssssses ]

The prophet Isaiah describes the Messianic redemption with a utopian vision: The wolf will
dwell with the lamb and the leopard will lie down with the goat (Source 6). Maimonides says
these depictions are a metaphor for how people will live in peace and harmony with one
another, but nature itself will not change (Source 7). Nachmanides says that nature itself will
change during the Messianic era, and this prophecy will come to pass in the literal sense
(Source 8). However, regarding the resurrection, Maimonides counts belief in it among the
thirteen principles of faith. (Source 9)

The Rebbe asks how both these quotes from Maimonides go hand in hand. One says that
there will be no change to the natural order, the other says the dead will be resurrected!
The Rebbe explains that there will be two phases of the Messianic era. At first, the world
will remain unchanged, but later the natural order will be superseded - culminating in the
resurrection of the dead.



C. RESUITECHION 1N QUI TIMES.cortreerreseenresenrsssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 17
The Baal Shem Tov wrote that his soul came to this world to bring life to the dry bones,
meaning to inspire people to do mitzvahs with passion and inspiration. (Source 10)

Here the Rebbe learns a lesson from the vision of the dry bones:

Some claim that there’s no point in teaching Torah to Jews who are “far,” for they are like
dry bones. They should learn from the story of Ezekiel, that G-d sent him to a valley full of
dry bones—the remains of the tribe of Efraim who went against G-d’s will—to tell them the
word of G-d.

Additionally, this story teaches us not to suffice with having one student in whom we invest
ourselves while giving up on the rest. G-d’'s command to Ezekiel was to tell all the dry bones
G-d’s command, and bring them all back to life.

Introduction

The Jewish belief in the coming of the Moshiach and the resurrection of the dead has
remained strong throughout the generations. Prayers, songs and liturgical poems are recited
and sung about this belief and hope. Three times a day, we recite the second blessing of the
Amidah prayer: “You are mighty forever, my Master, You are the resurrector of the dead...”

It's interesting to note that resurrection of the dead already happened in the past. The
prophet Ezekiel was sent by G-d to bring a large group back to life.

In this class we will study this intriguing prophecy, the ensuing Talmudic debates, and, as
always, the Rebbe’s application of it to our lives.
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A. Dry Bones, Hear the Word of G-d

On the Shabbat of the intermediate days of Passover, we read the Haftarah of Ezekiel’s vision of the

dry bones.

Source 1 eekel37:1-10

A Valley of Bones

The hand of G-d was on me, and He brought
me out by the Spirit of G-d and set me in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led
me back and forth among them, and I saw a
great many bones on the floor of the valley,
bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of
man, can these bones live?” I said, “My Master,
G-d, you alone know?”
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G-d to Ezekiel: Prophesy to the Bones

Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these
bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, listen
to the word of G-d! Behold, I will infuse you
with spirit and you will come to life! I will lay
tendons over you, make flesh grow over you,
cover you with skin; I will put the breath of life
into you, and you will come to life. Then you
will know that I am G-d.”

The Bones Come Together

I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I
was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling
sound, and the bones came together, bone
to bone. I looked and saw that tendons were
upon them, flesh came up on them, and skin
covered them from above, but there was no
breath of life in them.
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G-d Tells Ezekiel to Make Them Alive

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath;
prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is
what G-d says: Come, breath, from the four
winds and breathe into these slain, that they

may live.”

The Dead Rise

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath of life entered them, and they lived and
stood on their feet - a very vast army.

Did This Really Happen?

Source 2 raimud, sanhedrin 92b
First Opinion: They Lived Briefly

Rabbi Eliezer said: The dead which Ezekiel
resurrected stood on their feet, sang praise to
G-d, and died. What did they sing? “G-d takes
life justly and resurrects with mercy.”

Second Opinion: It’s an Allegory

Rabbi Yehuda said: In truth, this was certainly
an allegory.

Rashi

An allegory: It was alluding to the exile:
just as a dead person comes back to life,
so will the Jewish people return from

exile.
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Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Yosei of the
Galilee said: Not only was this not an allegory,
but these dead whom Ezekiel resurrected came
to the Land of Israel, married women there,
and bore children. Rabbi Yehuda ben Beseira
stood on his feet and said: I am descended
from them, and these are the tefillin which my
grandfather left to me from them.

Rashi

From them: These tefillin were theirs.

They asked: Who were these bodies whom
Ezekiel resurrected?

Rav said: They were from the tribe of Efraim
who miscalculated the date of the exodus from
Egypt. They left before the proper time and
were killed.

Rashi

They miscalculated: They should have
begun counting the years of G-d’s decree
from the birth of Isaac...but they counted
from when G-d told Abraham about the
future exile. In Seder Olam it is taught:
Abraham was 70 when G-d spoke to him
at the Covenant of Parts, and 30 years

elapsed from then until Isaac’s birth, as
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was 100 years old when Isaac his son was
born to him” Accordingly, the timespan
from when G-d spoke to Abraham at
the Covenant of Parts until they left
Egypt was 400 years. These 30 years
from when G-d spoke to Abraham until
I[saac’s birth is where the tribe of Efraim
miscalculated.

Thirty years before Moses took the Jews out of Egypt, a group from the tribe of Efraim calculated that
the time of their redemption had come. According to their calculation, 400 years had passed since
Abraham was told “Your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs and they will be
enslaved and tormented for 400 years.

One-hundred-eighty years after the Jews went to Egypt, a Jew from the tribe of Efraim named Yignon
made a ruckus, saying that the Jews should take matters into their own hands and leave. The elders
didn't like the idea and said that G-d must redeem the Jews from Egypt.

Yignon didn't listen. He formed a group of people from Efraim and decided to act. They armed themselves,
took plenty of gold and silver and left. At the Egyptian border they encountered the border guards,
fought them and escaped Egypt.

Second Opinion: They Were Youngsters Exiled to Babylon

Rabbi Yochanan said: These are the dead from
the Dura Valley. About them Rabbi Yochanan
said: From the Eshel river until the Dura Valley
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there were slain Jews. When Nebuchadnezzar
exiled the Jews, there were youngsters who
were so handsome they put the sun to shame.
The Chaldean women saw them and desired
them. They told their husbands, and their
husbands told the king. The king had them
killed, but the women still desired them, for
even after they were killed they were beautiful.
The king had them trampled so their form
would no longer be visible.
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The Lesson
Source 3 exkiel, 37:11- 14

G-d Tells Ezekiel to Encourage the Jewish People

Studeg;.'z Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones ~ NMNYYT 0T 12 228 WX
are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 7117 '7?531?? nma '?? ,ﬂ?k_{{l
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Two interesting points regarding this Haftarah:

Why Do We Read This Haftarah During Passover?

Source 4 shuichan Aruch Harav, Orach Chaim 490:16

studel;)g? On the Shabbat during the intermediate days 192 Ty™m3 N2 Snw nawa
of Passover, we read the Haftarah of the dry ’*.f)? LW MY 1P0En
bones...because the resurrection will take n‘m'? ANy DN DMnY
place during the month of Nissan. Jo°12



Cleopatra and the Resurrection

Source 5 tamud Sanhedrin 90b

St“de'r‘g? Cleopatra asked Rabbi Meir: I know the dead ~XIVDW %R  APRY  :D°1901
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righteous who are buried with their clothes SOn Y , oM I DR 1D TN
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Cleopatra didn’t question the very idea of the resurrection of the dead, for just as grass grows from a
seed, so can the dead come back to life. She had only one question: Will they get up with their clothes?
Rabbi Meir answered her that if a wheat kernel grows with “clothes,” the chaff, certainly the righteous
will get up with clothing.



B. What Will Happen When Moshiach Arrives?

Several days after we read this Haftarah is the last day of Passover, when we read Isaiah’s prophecies
regarding the final redemption. He describes different aspects of that time: The Moshiach’s greatness
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and holy spirit and the serene life of the Messianic era.
The Messianic Prophecy of Isaiah

Source 6 isaiah 11:1-9

A shoot will come up from the stump of Yishai;
from his roots a branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of
G-d will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of G-d. He will
sense with the fear of G-d, and he will not judge by
what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he
hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will
judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions
for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his
lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be
his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie
down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the
fatling together, and a little child will lead them.

The cow will feed with the bear, their young will
lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like
the ox.

The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the
young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.

They will neither harm nor destroy on all of My
holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of G-d as the waters cover the sea.
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Maimonides: Nature Won’t Change in the Messianic Era

Source 7 maimonides' Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 12:1-2

Do not presume that in the Messianic age, any
facet of the world’s nature will change, or there
will be innovations in the work of creation.
Instead, the world will continue according to its
pattern.

Although Isaiah (11:6) states: “The wolf will live
with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the
goat,” these words are a metaphor and a parable.
The interpretation of the prophecy is as follows:
Israel will dwell securely together with the wicked
gentiles who are likened to a wolf and a leopard,
as in the prophecy (Jeremiah 5:6): “A wolf from
the wilderness shall spoil them and a leopard
will stalk their cities” They will all return to the
true faith and no longer steal or destroy. Instead,
they will eat permitted food at peace with Israel
as Isaiah (11:7) states: “A lion, like cattle, shall eat

straw.”’

Similarly, other Messianic prophecies of this
nature are metaphors. In the Messianic era,
everyone will realize which matters were implied
by these metaphors and which allusions they
contained. The Sages said the only difference
between nowadays and the Messianic era is the
absence of foreign rule.

Nachmanides: Nature Will Change

Source 8 Nachmanides, Leviticus 26:6

Nachmanides argues with Maimonides and maintains that this prophecy will be fulfilled in its most

literal form.

This is the meaning of the verse in Isaiah, “The
infant will play near the cobra’s den,” and “The cow
will feed with the bear...the lion will eat straw like
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the ox: The cause for animals killing prey was the
sin of Adam and Eve...However, when the land of
Israel returns to its full glory [with the coming of
Moshiach], their bad habits will cease, and they
will revert to the good nature instilled in them at
the beginning of creation.

This explains the verse describing the days of the
redeemer, that the world will return to peace.
There will be no more predatory wild animals or
insects, just as they were originally created.
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In Maimonides’ commentary on the Mishnah, he lists 13 principles of faith and concludes by writing
“when these principles are present, and one truly believes in them, they are considered part of the
Jewish community.” The full text is relatively long, and shorter adaptations were made as part of the
prayer liturgy.

One of the adaptations is the liturgical poem of Yigdal, which many communities recite after the
Shabbat prayers.

The famous list of the 13 “Ani Maamin” (“I believe”) is based on these 13 principles of faith that Maimonides
wrote. One of the better known principles is the 12th: I believe with complete faith in the coming of the
Moshiach - although he may tarry, I still await his coming every day. There is a popular tune to these
words, which was sung on the trains from Warsaw to the Treblinka death camp. The Rebbe sang it
many times at farbrengens.

Maimonides: The Resurrection Will Happen When Moshiach Comes

Source 9 maimonides' commentary on the Mishnah, Sanhedrin 10, Introduction

We must mention here, for this is the most  X¥1],JX23 TN IV M

appropriate place, that there are thirteen DT *PYY,NMMIPH 531 NN

fundamental principles of our faith:

..The twelfth principle: The Messianic era: To
believe in his coming, and not to think that he
will delay; if he delays - await him, and do not
give him a set time.

The thirteenth principle: The resurrection of the
dead.
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Maimonides’  position  concerning
natural conduct in the Messianic era is
difficult to understand. Resurrection of
the dead is one of the 13 fundamental
principles of Jewish belief. And there
can be no greater breach of nature than
the resurrection of the dead! If so, how
can Maimonides write that there won't
be any changes to the natural order
during the Messianic era?

The answer must be that the Messianic era
is divided into two stages. During the first
stage the world will continue to operate
under the same natural laws, with the
only novel factor being the Jewish people’s
freedom from foreign rule. But during the
second stage there will be changes to the
natural order, including the resurrection
of the dead.

Accordingly, Maimonides’ statement that
the world will continue functioning in its
natural course during the Messianic era
refers to the initial stage after Moshiach
comes. Maimonides made the same point
earlier regarding the Moshiach himself,
that there is no requirement for him to
perform any miracles, introduce new
phenomena, or resurrect the dead. The
hallmark of the advent of the Messianic
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era is the lack of foreign dominion over
the Jewish people. When this happens, it
shows that the Messianic era has arrived,
even though no element of nature has
changed, and no “lambs are lying with
wolves?” In the first period, this prophecy
will be fulfilled in an allegorical way, but
Maimonides doesn’t intend to reject the
literal fulfillment of this prophecy later, in
the second stage of the Messianic era.

In Maimonides’ words: “No one will know
the precise details of what will happen
during the Messianic era, until it actually
happens. The prophecies about this time
are cryptic” In his letter regarding the
resurrection of the dead, Maimonides
states this even more clearly: “Our
statementthatthe propheciesareintended
in an allegorical sense is not definitive. It
may actually be fulfilled literally, in which
case it will be a miracle” Maimonides
himself concedes that it is possible that
we will discover that the prophecies were
meant in their literal sense.

We don't need to wait for the Messianic
era to find out what indeed will happen,
because Chassidic teachings explore this
matter and reach the conclusion that the
Messianic prophecies of “the lamb lying
with the wolf” etc. are meant literally.

Earlier we discussed the need to live
now in a manner similar to that of the
Messianic era. This is expressed primarily
in our belief in the coming of Moshiach
and awaiting his arrival. Our belief and
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anticipation need to be not only for the
first stage of the Messianic era, during
which the natural order will continue
unchanged - aside from freedom from
foreign rule. Rather, we also need to
believe in and anticipate the arrival of the
second stage, during which the natural
order will change, culminating in the
resurrection of the dead.

In simple words: Our belief in the
coming of Moshiach needs to include the
knowledge that during the Messianic era
the world will operate in a completely new
way - miraculously and supernaturally.
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C. Resurrection in Our Times

Here the Rebbe teaches a lesson from Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones. Before we learn the text of the
Rebbe’s talk, we'll read a brief quote from a letter of the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of the Chassidic
movement:

Why Did the Baal Shem Tov Come to the world?

Source 10 watamim, issue 2, pg. 29
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In this short letter, the Baal Shem Tov explains his life’s purpose, and the goal of Chassidut - to bring
life to the dry bones. Meaning, everyone who does a positive action, studies Torah, prays, etc. but does
it without life, without passion, without soul, but by rote, is likened to a dry bone. They do good deeds,
but it’s dry. It’s like a body without a soul.

This is the objective of Chassidut, to bring life to our actions, and the soul back to the people; to
transform us to people full of life, who do good deeds with feeling, life and all their heart.

>> The Rebbe

Tell Them G-d’s Word!
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The Chassidic movement has always had opponents, from the time it was founded by the Baal Shem
Tov until today. One of the faults they found with the movement was that it promotes Torah to
everyone. Chassidim don’t ask questions or lay down preconditions. Everyone who is interested, is
warmly welcomed and taught Torah and mitzvot.

Some believed that the house of study requires a gatekeeper. Torah study is not for everyone, they
argue. First a person needs to prove his sincerity and commitment, and only then can we agree to
teach him a little.

The Rebbe describes this attitude using the words from the Haftarah - they argue that it is forbidden
to teach Torah to the “dry bones.”
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Studepngt'i place. This valley, Ezekiel describes,

was filled with bones, the bones of
Jews from the tribe of Efraim who had
attempted to leave Egypt before the
proper time had come. These were
Jews that had acted contrary to G-d’s
will, and reached a state where G-d
Himself described them as “dry bones,’
“very dry”

Nevertheless, Ezekiel relates, “G-d told
me: Son of man! Prophesy over these
bones and say to them, ‘dry bones,
listen to the word of G-d!”

True, these people are like dry bones,
even very dry. They were raised without
a Jewish education, and are ignorant of
the ABCs of Judaism - both in the literal
and figurative sense. The bones have no
spirit of life, no veins, no flesh, and no
skin. But despite their sorry dry state
G-d says, “son of man!” you are a human
being with feelings—or a least the son
of a human being—go out and tell the
dry bones “listen to G-d’s word!”
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The Rebbe tells the critics to learn a lesson from the Haftarah. G-d sent Ezekiel to a valley filled with
dry bones, the bones of members of the tribe of Efraim that had acted against G-d’s will, and told him
to deliver His word to them.

The Rebbe uses the expression “son of man” and interprets it as addressing us, “if you are a human
being with feelings, you must go out and deliver G-d’s word to everyone.”
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There is another lesson we can learn
from the Haftarah, from the description
of the valley as “filled with a great many
bones.”

We might have thought it sufficient
for us to choose one Jew who belongs
to the category of “dry bones” and
deliver G-d’s word to him. It can even
be argued that limiting ourselves to
one person will increase the intensity
of our influence, raising the chance of
success.

Another argument is that we should choose one person to invest our efforts in, increasing our chance
sof having a real effect. But what is the point of prompting Judaism to the general public? When one
hosts a public Passover Seder or Shabbat meal he only has limited interaction with each of the many
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attendees, reducing the chances of having a transformative effect.

The description of the valley as “filled
with a great many bones” speaks to
this point. Despite the great number
of dry bones, Ezekiel was instructed to
address them all together: “Prophesy
over these bones and say to them, ‘dry
bones, listen to the word of G-d!” The
modern-day equivalent of this is going
out to the public squares of New York
and other cities and announcing “dry
bones, listen to the word of G-d!”

In this prophecy G-d promises: Behold,
I will infuse you with spirit and you will
come to life! I will lay tendons over you,
make flesh grow over you, cover you
with skin; I will put the breath of life
into you, and you will come to life.
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Indeed, when Ezekiel fulfilled his
mission this is exactly what happened.
‘I prophesied as I was commanded...I
looked and saw that tendons were upon
them, flesh came up on them, and skin
covered them from above” Then “the
breath of life entered them, and they
lived and stood on their feet - a very
vast army.’

This event empowers us. When we
fulfill our Divine mission of delivering
the word of G-d to the “dry bones,
through promoting Torah, Judaism,
and the teachings of Chassidut, and do
so even in the outermost extremities,
we will succeed in resurrecting the dry
bones, building a “vast army” of them.

We will then all proceed together to
greet Moshiach and then proceed
together to the Holy Land, “I [G-d] will
bring you to the land of Israel..and
place you on your land.”
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Rabbi Mordechai Laufer, who was present at that farbrengen recounts: When the Rebbe began to
speak about this, his holy face was on fire. Everyone present felt that the Rebbe is giving Ezekiel’s
prophecy of our generation. If with every talk and discourse we knew that the Divine message is
speaking through the Rebbe, with this talk everyone could feel it.
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