THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
OF THE TOWER OF BABEL

The builders of the Tower of Babel invented
bricks, revolutionizing construction. The
Pharaoh later used the same techniques in
building Pithom and Ramses. Are the two
great construction projects related?
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A. What Happened at the TOWEr 0f BADRL?........oooceeeeeeeseeneneeessssnnesessssssnessssssssssens )

The story of the construction of the Tower of Babel (Source 1).

What was so significant about the Tower of Babel? The brick was the symbol of human
progress and development at that time, allowing people to build large buildings and
develop urban centers. The Dor Haflaga (Generation of Dispersal), led by Nimrod,
wanted to establish a large city in the Shinar Valley and build a huge tower in it, to
emphasize the power of humanity. The tower builders asked Avraham to join the
project, and when he came to check it out, it became clear to him that they valued the
brick more than human life. To Avraham this was sufficient information to establish
that this project was immoral, and in opposition to the Creator of the world (Source 2).

But what was really behind the project, and what was so bad about it? The Previous
Rebbe explains that the Dor Haflaga did not want to be subservient to G-d and built
the tower in order to express man’s independent power (Source 3).

B. The Reasons for the Construction of Pithom and Ramses........oeeeeeeeeeernn. 1

The reason for the construction of Pithom and Ramses resembled the reason for the
construction of the Tower of Babel. Pharaoh wanted the Israelites to, instead of building
a dwelling for G-d, build cities that would illustrate Pharaoh’s power and might. The
Rebbe quotes from the Arizal, that the generation of the Israelites in Egypt was a
reincarnation of the Dor Haflaga, and making the bricks in Egypt was the correction
for their sin in building the Tower of Babel (Sources 4 and 5).

C. WRY BICKS?.....ceeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseee 16

There are two methods of construction. Stones - made by heaven, and bricks - made by
man. In the Land of Israel there are stones - they symbolize the revelation of holiness
from heaven, and in Babylonia there are bricks - which symbolize the creation of man.

What is the lesson from this in the service of G-d?

Babylonia is a place of freedom without restrictions, and in order to be a moral person,
who observes the instructions of the Torah even in such a place, much effort is
required. This is symbolized by the effort and toil necessary for the crafting of bricks.

One must take clay and change it from its natural form, knead it, and burn it in the fire
of the furnace, and only then is the brick created. Likewise when educating a child, we
must educate the child to overcome and change their natural desires, not to succumb



to the temptations of life and to stand strong on their own (just as we educate them
not to be tempted by the desire to eat candy, because it is harmful to their health).

When we educate children in this way, they will grow up to be strong Jews, who will
stand strong against all the winds that blow outside.
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A. What Happened At The Tower 0f Babel?

Source 1 cenesis, 11:1-9

The entire earth was of one language and
uniform words. And it came to pass when they
traveled from the east, that they found a valley
in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they
said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks
and fire them thoroughly; and they used bricks
for stone and clay for mortar”

Rashi:

bricks: Because there are no stones in
Babylon, which is a valley.

and fire them thoroughly: This is how they
make bricks - they are baked in a furnace.

And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a
city and a tower with its top in the heavens,
and let us make ourselves a name, lest we be
scattered upon the face of the entire earth”

And the L-rd descended to see the city and the
tower that the sons of man had built. And the
L-rd said, “Lo! they are one people, and they
all have one language, and this is what they
have commenced to do. Now, will it not be
withheld from them, all that they have planned
to do? Come, let us descend and confuse their
language, so that one will not understand the
language of his companion”

And the L-rd scattered them from there upon
the face of the entire earth, and they ceased
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building the city. Therefore, He named it Babel, 2323 MY RIP 1270y 1Y
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them upon the face of the entire earth. T

What happened in this story? What is so bad about the fact that they built themselves a high tower,
and why did G-d come down especially to see what they were doing, and go through the trouble of
thwarting the project?

We will quote here extensive passages from the Sefer Haparshiyot (by Rabbi Eliyahu Ki-Tov) that shed
light on the whole saga of the building of the tower. Among these passages we will quote two sources
from the midrashim. (Sefer Haparshiyot, Parshat Noach, 163ff).

Enormous progress of mankind

“A great innovation was introduced at that time. Until that time all the human
settlements were in the mountains, and when a person wished to build a house
for himself, he would cut stones from the mountain - stones that were three or
five cubits wide, or more - smooth them out, and put them one on top of the other
until his house was finished. The work of building was a difficult one, but they
were strong, and could handle it. Nevertheless, their houses were only as high as a
man’s height, they could not build towers that reached great heights.

Then, people’s strength began to decline, and without the help of many other
people, working together for many years, no one would be able to build a house for
themselves to live in. Even so, there was another problem: the people were spread
out in many distant places, and gathering them in one place to do the job took
great effort and trouble.

So they invented the brick. All that is needed is soft soil. Knead it with water
and make it into a lump the size of a person’s palm, dry it in the sun or burn it
with fire, and you have a stone for building. The stones can be placed one on top
of the other and connected together with the clay from which it is made. Even
women and children can handle this job alone. Now every individual is capable
of achieving with his own strength more than the mighty people who came before
him. All the more so if many work together - “nothing that they set out to do will
be withheld from them.”

People originally lived in the mountains, and could not reach the sky; we will sit in
the valley and from there we will reach the heavens! Even if the flood comes to us
a second time and floods all the mountains, we will not run to the top of the tower,
but walk there in peace and comfort, and there we will find refuge.



“Innovation begets innovation, until suddenly and all at once, man appears to
them as omnipotent. If every great deed is divided and made up of very many tiny
parts, and every person, whether great or small, will only do his part, and one wise
and mighty person will oversee the actions of all, there are no more weak people
in the world, and there is no longer anything that is impossible for man to do. “

The First Industrial Revolution

Basically, at that time, a revolution took place, one that is similar to the industrial revolution of recent
times. The brick was the ‘invention of the century’ of their time, which symbolized human progress,
and gave mankind the tools to attain enormous achievements, and to live a more comfortable and
stable life.

Until then, humans were spread in the mountains and hills, and everyone had to take care of their
own food and sustenance. Now urban life began, the common effort of living together.

So the question arises: what’s wrong with this? Seemingly this is a good thing. Indeed, even at the
time, most people didn’t think it was a bad thing. Even Avraham, our patriarch, wasn’t sure...

The People Drift

“The entire world, even those who initially did not come to the Land of Shinar,
when they saw that Nimrod’s actions were successful, they all went down to Babel
to see what was done there. Everything seems amazing to them. They were seeing
things there that they would not have imagined possible to be done by human
power. There, food is abundant, work is available for everyone, every person is
remunerated according to his worth, and everyone actually participates in these
wonders. This work is beautiful, so people from all over the world flock to Babel,
some to join and others to observe.

Everyone sees everything that is done, but not everyone knows the thoughts in
the hearts of the doers, their rebellion and treachery. What can be wrong with
this enterprise that is made by the hands of countless people, with one common
thought, everyone gets what they deserve, and the enterprise just keeps on
growing? So said the nations.

The builders of the tower came to Avraham and said: You are mighty - come and
help us, and we'll build a tower with its top in the sky. He said to them: You left
‘The name of the L-rd is a tower of strength’, and you say we will make a name for
ourselves?

Finally Avraham came to see the city and the tower, and left them immediately.

What did he see that caused him to leave? The Midrash relates the story:
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Avraham Avinu Formulates An Opinion
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and those who descended went down on the western
steps. If a person fell and died they paid no heed to him,
but if even one brick fell, they sat down and wept, and

And Avraham, son of Terach, passed by, and saw them
building the city and the tower, and he cursed them X7 L0072 D7AR TA
in the name of his G-d, and he said, “Destroy, O L-rd, 09?21 ,7°¥3 DX 0°12 DX
divide their tongue” 22D 71 Y23 M) ROY Ow3

one?

“Destroy, O L-rd, divide their tongue. It is better for them to be divided, and not be
able to do evil either against G-d or against man.

Because what is the purpose of this enterprise, even if it is great and its head is in
the sky, and even if its builders do not conspire to do evil, but they conquer man
and pamper him, all so that the brick will be properly placed? What is the value of
such an enterprise, to which man is considered a mere accessory, and only serves
it, when in reality, G-d created his entire world and everything it contains, in
order to serve man, every individual person.”

Avraham himself was not sure what his opinion was about this great project, and about this amazing
human development. He came to visit, and when he saw that the economy was more important than
human life, it was a sign for him that this enterprise was fundamentally corrupt. When money is
worth more than someone’s life, we know we are in a very bad place.

What was really behind this project of the Dor Haflaga? The Previous Rebbe explains:
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The Dor Haflaga Did Not Want To Nullify Themselves Before G-D

The Dor Haflaga did not want to observe

the commandments. Because the idea of
commandments - mitzvot - is relationship and
connection, to be nullified to the mitzvah. In
holiness the energy is drawn precisely through
nullification, for the objective of the mitzvot is to
reign in one’s desires, and as the Talmud teaches,
‘Rav said: The mitzvot were only given to refine
the people. For what does it matter to G-d if one
slaughters from the neck or from the nape of the
neck? Rather, the commandments were given in

order to refine the human beings.

But the Dor Haflaga did not want to follow the
ways of G-d, but rather to follow the whims of
their evil hearts. As the verse states, “And they
said to G-d, turn away from us, we do not wish to
know your ways (the ways of the Torah and the
mitzvot, which are called the ways of G-d). This
is because the observance of the mitzvot must
be done with self-nullification, in which they had
no interest.
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The Dor Haflaga lived only about three hundred years after the great flood. At this time, Noah and his
sons, who survived the flood in the ark, were still alive. They remembered the great punishment the
world received for rebelling against G-d, and, therefore, decided to keep and follow the commandments
they received from G-d.

Their descendants, whose leader was Nimrod, did not desire such a life. They did not want a life of
mitzvot. Why?

They did not have a problem with a particular mitzvah, but with the entire concept of mitzvot. Because
the idea of mitzvot is self-nullification. I'm doing a certain thing, only because G-d commanded me.
I am totally submitted and subservient to the creator of the world. And they didn’t want that at all.
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They wanted only to rely on themselves and to glorify themselves. And this led them to develop the
brick, to develop a humanity that could rely on itself, and to build a tower that would make a name
for man’s power, completely disconnected from the Creator of the world.

students The Tower Symbolizes Human Strength
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B. The Reasons for the

Construction of Pithom and Ramses

Jumping several hundred years forward to the Egyptian exile, the hard work of the Jewish people
appears to have been focused on building the cities of Pithom and Ramses. Any similarities to tower

building?

>> The Rebbe

The Main Work In Egypt Was With Bricks And Mortar

The Talmud expounds on the verse “and
they embittered their lives with hard work,
with bricks and mortar and all kinds of work
in the fields, all of their work,” stating that
“it began with bricks and mortar, continued
with allkinds of workin the fields,and ended
up with all of their work. The commentaries
explain that the Talmud is responding to a
question: Why does the Torah specify the
work with bricks and mortar even though
it is included in the general statement
regarding “all of their work™? In response to
this question the Talmud explains that the
forced labor with bricks and mortar came
first. Since it preceded the rest of the work,
it is specified separately before the general
statement.

Everything in Torah is absolutely precise. If
the work with bricks and mortar came first
in time, it must also have been primary in
importance - the most difficult and severe
element of the enslavement. The bricks and
mortar must have been the primary labor,

7712Y3 070 DR 11N 70D By
7Ty 5510 oo1abar amma nwp
DX LA onTIAY 9o NX 7Twa
,0°32%21 M2 A9NNY” RINAN
DX #710291, 772 772y 95219102
NR °0°wIDNT 0°7°72n ."anTay
TWORY 170N :RINAT V72T Mynwn
TTI2YR DR 79997 P10 V1T PIRYS
n%%21 Ronw N1 ,"0°12%31 MmN
mymma "onTay 9" oma
77°7327 DXT DX 21057 qwnna
7032931 2IN27 TIAYWIY LRI
55 nbnnm e R nana” on
,"A102%” YA WR “TwA 7TaYn

27793301 12 °39%) N7 R 199

L2177 D°9oN2 0n 71703 0°3Ivn PO
79232921 I TRV L1211 TN
95" = "mpa%™) “avnna” v
ROX 72177 NI°Aan P RY ,("onTay
LIVNwRN 19300 Nnan "avnn”
STV DY I wIpn nvnan

X012
O ¥R (9

LR (6
2,X° 17010 (7
03 12 WIBnw OV 702 K70 FRI0 AR LK ,K7D 710w (8

il



student's from which all of the other forms of work

pg.7

Student’s
pg.7

later developed.

This is why we see that even after the
Jewish people were already working in
all forms of work, their primary job was
still brickmaking. This is evident from
the continuation of the story, that when
Pharaoh wished to increase the people’s
workload he did so specifically through
the brickmaking process, by ordering that
the Jews no longer be provided with ready
straw, yet still be required to produce the
same quota of bricks. This event happened
at the end of the period of enslavement,
after Moses and Aaron had already been
sent by G-d to order Pharaoh to let the

people go.
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Instead of a Home for G-d, Cities for Pharaoh

The reason why the primary element of
the slavery was with bricks and mortar is
as follows:

The meaning of “the Egyptians enslaved
the Jewish people and embittered their
lives with hard work” is that the Egyptians
took the life and strength of the Jewish
people, which all comes from their holy
Divine soul, and used it towards the
construction of storage cities for Pharaoh.
Instead of the Jews working on building
a dwelling place for G-d, the Egyptians
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Pharaoh didn't just enslave the Jewish people because he needed cheap manpower. He had a deeper
reason. Instead of the Jewish people expending their efforts on constructing a dwelling place for G-d
in the lower realm, Pharaoh wanted them to do the opposite: build large cities that express the power
and might of humans. Just like the generation of dispersal, who rebelled against Divine service.

The enslavement of the Jewish people in Egypt wasn’t just opportunism, it was a concerted effort to
construct a symbol of revolt against G-d.

Bricks Represent Actions
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Building a dwelling place for G-d or grand cities for Pharaoh represent all of the actions we do
over the course of our lives. Every action is another brick in a building. If the action is positive, it is
another brick for G-d’s dwelling place. If the action is negative it is another brick in the edifice of
impurity.
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Source 4 sichah of shemot, 5726

The Builders Of Pithom And Ramses Were Reincarnations Of The

Builders Of The Tower Of Babel

It is explained in the writings of the Arizal that
the souls of the Jewish people living during
the Egyptian exile were reincarnations of the
Generation of Dispersion. When they built the
tower they said “let us make bricks . . . and they
used bricks for stone and clay for mortar” The
rectification of this was the work of the Jewish
people “with bricks and mortar”

Source 5 onr Hatorah, vaera, 2554
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The Tzemach Tzedek explains this in detail in Or HaTorah.

It is explained in Peri Eitz Chaim (Sha'ar
Chag Hamatzot, chapter 1), “the Israelites in
that generation of the Egyptian exile were
reincarnations of the Dor Haflaga. . . . . The
entire purpose of the Egyptian exile was to
refine those souls. This is why the Jewish people
were subjected to this great exile, and had their
lives embittered with hard work with mortar
and bricks. This corresponds to the mortar and
bricks that were made in the Dor Haflaga”

The Dor Haflaga didn’'t want... to be in a state
of self-nullification and fear of G-d. They
wanted to go according to their heart’s desire.
Therefore they conspired to make a city and
a tower, which is the precise opposite and
reversal of the city of G-d...

*1D3 WA N 02 IV
P79 NIXNT A7 YY) 00 Yy
MIT MRY ORI (R
oW D193 17 OMIEN MM
oM¥n NPy L.37Da T
MLy P D X ANy 92
MIND N2 1977 ,0017 MY
DX M T niean
N2 YR NTava oo
0129% MINT 11D ,0°125]
TV ,713700 NI DWW Y

RHil 7B i)

RN I A ok B il
M3 nrn3 oo Y
DI ,DIBN R DR
192,02 MW 77 137
)23 Y MRY? Ry
NI 71900 T3 wn RINY

L8122 MY 0702w W”1P’73 112037 7R (20 TINTY X1 7122300 - 30,710 T2 7w 1R0) oo 112721 (19
AR 2t (™Y KK P72 T 0



Student's Therefore, in a manner of measure for measure, MY N TN T AN ];'2]
9 e R T )
" they built storage cities for Pharaoh... who said, WX .10 AYID? Moo

“I did not know the L-rd” ... and Pharaoh enslaved %y ’n nR "nyT X% -mx
12 D3 AY)2 073 TAYDWI 12
%y M IR D% wna
5}_7 akikloby! 1133]!2_2'[1 T

Shirdoh i

them with mortar and bricks. But through this
slavery and suffering, they acheived rectification.

When we look at the story of the slavery of the Jewish People in Egypt, which was mainly focused
on building fortified cities for Pharaoh, as well as at the story of the Tower of Babel, we realize that
in both instances humanity wanted to prove the greatness and power of man, and not be nullified
before G-d.

At the center of these two stories are the bricks, the symbol of technological progress at that time,
and which allowed people to demonstrate their own strength and ability to trust themselves.



C. Why Bricks?

In the first parts of the lesson we learned what was behind the construction of the tower of Babel,
and the construction of the cities of Pithom and Ramses These endeavours symbolized a completely
alternative way of life, one that is in total opposition to the service of G-d

In the following talk, the Rebbe emphasizes the fact that in these two large projects, bricks were used,
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rather than stones, and explains the spiritual significance of this

>> The Rebbe

Heaven-Made Stones, Man-Made Bricks

The Alter Rebbe explains in a Chassidic
discourse that there are two types of
stones: actual stones, that are natural
divine creations, and man-made bricks,
formed from soil which is hardened and
strengthened. The man-made bricks are
also referred to as stones, as the verse
says “let us make bricks and bake them
thoroughly, and they used bricks for
stone,” and bricks can be used to build a
building just like stones can, as is well-
known. But in order to produce durable
bricks, they need to undergo a process of
baking in a furnace, and only then does
the brick become like a stone. These are
man-made stones, unlike natural stones
which are created by G-d.
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This parallels the difference between the
Land of Israel—which contains stones—
and Babylonia—which has no stones and
needs bricks.

The Land of Israel is intrinsically holy, as
“the land G-d is constantly looking after,
from the beginning of the year to the end
of the year” This is also why it is “a land
whose stones are iron,” stones as strong
as iron. Israel is a land that is actually
beyond nature, but G-d wished for it to be
conducted naturally as well, with plowing,
sowing, etc. (and also the capacity for
brick processing).

Babylonia - An Open Valley

Babylonia, which represents the entire
Diaspora, is a valley, about which it is said
“he found an open valley and fenced it in”

A Jew needs to know that he has
restrictions, “a fence from both sides,” to
the left and to the right. Regarding every
matter, what to do and what not to do,
he must first clarify what G-d’s desire is -
what is allowed by the Code of Jewish Law,
and what is forbidden.

There can however be a state of an open,
unguarded valley, meaning that when one
looks at it superficially he doesn't see any
restrictions of Torah and mitzvot, and
thinks that here every person can do as
they wish, without any restrictions.
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Proper Conduct In Babylonia Requires Effort

For a Jew to conduct himself in such a 5w ATIN 70 710 DIPRA DAY T
place in accordance with G-d’s will, “listen nynwn” ,n1”apn Sw Mg 0o 5y v
to these laws and observe them, hard TN W - "DMIR ODWYY DN 1A
work and effort is necessary. J30A TaYa

In Babylonia there are no “stones” Y PR 1Y "D°1aR” PR - DA
naturally created by G-d. G-d wishes that WY 170 Sw 13T KON 00N
everything be achieved through human TR TR YA 9Ty 0T By NN
toil and effort. Without toil there can be " - 5 by Mrmusny sl

no success, and when a person does toil "TIRSI P2 210 K2 "M 17" DX
he is assured that he will succeed. If a
person isn't successful this indicates he
hasn’t toiled, and when he does toil he
will certainly be able to study Torah and
observe mitzvot, conducting a proper
Jewish life as G-d wishes. It all depends on
the effort.
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LINYA%2 XOR 150 7277 PR

In the Land of Israel, it is easier to be Jewish. The land is holy, it has sites that are holy and historic
for the Jewish people, and the atmosphere is more Jewish. But Babylonia, - the land of the Diaspora,
is just a valley without any boundaries. It is an open place that does not radiate any holiness. To be a
good Jew in such a place requires much more effort.

We see this quite clearly. A Jewish child who grows up in the Land of Israel is familiar with many
basic Jewish concepts, even if they don’t receive a formal religious education. When children in Israel
walk down the street on Yom Kippur, they see empty streets without cars, before Purim, costumes fill
the street, before Pesach, an atmosphere of cleaning is in the air, and on Pesach everyone celebrates
the Seder night. In the Land of Israel, it is easier to grow up Jewish.

In the Diaspora, however, this supportive atmosphere is lacking, and is replaced by an opposing
atmosphere. Jewish children grow up with non-Jewish friends who celebrate Christian holidays, eat
non-kosher foods and so on. Instilling Jewish traditions in the child requires hard work. The entire
responsibility rests on the parents, and whatever they don’t do on their own, no one else will do for
them.

2"y w1 12730 (29

18



Student’s
pg.12

Student’s
pg.13

The process of brickmaking requires
taking clay from the ground,
kneading it, forming it into shape,
and then baking it in the furnace.
This produces a strong and durable
brick.

The sameis true regarding education:
“A person is born like a wild donkey”
and if left in this state, without any
process of “kneading,’ changing of
form, etc., he will not be a strong and
durable “brick” that can be used to
build a lasting edifice.

For example: even though a child
screams that he wants to eat candies
and sweets, he needs to be educated
and told that eating candy damages
the teeth and is unhealthy. The same
is true about other similar matters.

When a child is educated properly
and receives the proper form, and
is then “baked” in the “furnace” with
the holy fire of passion for G-dliness,
and becomes permeated with love
for G-d and His commandments, he
or she will grow to be a strong Jew.
Such a Jew will be able to withstand
all of the waves and winds that blow
outside.
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While the lack of stones in Babylonia
appearstobeadisadvantage in comparison
to the Land of Israel, the Sages tell us that
“one Babylonian scholar is equal to two
scholars in Israel”

We need to learn from the toil required in
Babylonia, and form the clay into the right
shape and bake it in the furnace, until it
becomes a new entity permeated with the
fire of passion for G-dliness. Then, even
“mighty waters will be unable to extinguish
the love.” the love of G-d that burns in the
heart of every Jew.

On the other hand, we see that children who are educated in the Diaspora, and absorb and learn
the Jewish traditions and values at home, with their parents, often have a stronger Jewish identity
than that of their peers who grew up in the Land of Israel. This is because the Jewish values were
consciously planted deeply within them, with great effort. They therefore constitute an integral and

fundamental part of their being.
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