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The mitzvah of marriage in this week’s Torah portion (Source 1). In 1952 the Rebbe
founded the organization “Women and girls of Chabad”, and instilled within the
women a unique and inspiring sense of mission in this world. The unique view of the
Rebbe with regards to a woman’s role, is that her role is just as important as that of a
man, if not more so.

There are two types of Divine service. Torah study - “theory”, and “know G-d in all
of your ways” - “practice,” wherein even in the day-to-day tasks one is in service
of the Creator. These two modes of service are required of both men and women.
However, while with the former, men carry primary responsibility, in the latter it is
the women who do so (Source 2). Which of the two is more important? Our world is
one of practice (action) - mitzvot (Source 3). In building a Jewish home, and raising the
next generation, women are better equipped and bear the brunt of the responsibility.

Who reigns supreme? The Rebbe shows from the sources, that in the Messianic era,
women will be on a loftier level than men (Source 4). It is therefore incumbent upon
a man to honor his wife more than his own self (Source 5), since this is indeed how
things are in the spiritual realm, and so it was also in the generation of the Exodus
(Source 6). So too in our generation, whose souls are reincarnations of the souls of the
generation of the Exodus, where the women did not sin and were on a higher level
than their male counterparts (Source 7).



Introduction:

In our generation, a woman’s role is equal to and even surpasses that of a man. The
Rebbe empowered women to succeed in fulfilling their unique mission in this world.
Who shapes the ways of the household? Without a doubt, it is the woman of the house.
The Jewish mother.

This is alesson on the woman’s role in Judaism and the true Jewish meaning of equality.
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A. The Jewish Woman
In the Rebbe’s Teachings

Deuteronomy 24:5

When a man takes a new wife, he shall not join XY’ X? wIn YR UOR N3
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anything associated with it. He shall remain free
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for his home for one year and delight his wife,

whom he has taken.

This week’s Torah portion discusses marriage between a husband and wife. In this lesson, we will
discuss the unique role of the woman in the view of the Rebbe.

The Talmud tells us that King David “raised the yoke of repentance.” Meaning, that throughout
the generations of the Jewish people, he stands out as the tzaddik who showed us all the power of
repentance, and encouraged us all to follow a path of repentance.

In this light, it has been said throughout history about certain Jewish leaders that they “raised the
yoke of Torah.” This appellation has mainly been given to devoted leaders with a broad reach, who did
much for the cause of Jewish education, and taught Torah to many thousands.

Similarly, it can be said about the Rebbe, that he “raised the yoke of the Jewish woman”.
A Torah talk exclusively for women

In 1956 the Rebbe established the N’shei Chabad organization for women. This was long before many
other Jewish women'’s organizations existed.

As one of its functions, N'shei Chabad would hold conventions several times a year. Something unique
would transpire at these conventions: The main sanctuary of the 770 synagogue would be filled with
women, and the Rebbe would address them with a special Torah talk for women. Men who wanted
to listen in would have to make do with a loudspeaker system set up outside, broadcasting what was
being said to the women inside.

Historically, no other Jewish leader is known to have addressed a Torah talk exclusively to women.



Spreading Judaism

In 1975, as part of the ten mitzvah campaigns launched by the Rebbe to bring Judaism to all Jews,the
Rebbe initiated a Shabbat candles campaign for women, alongside the Tefillin campaign for men.
Men and women were charged with equal responsibility to see to it that Judaism reaches their
counterparts among the entire Jewish nation.

The “Shliach” and the “Shlucha”

When the rebbe instituted “Shlichut”, where he launched Jewish centers all over the globe, it was
done in a revolutionary manner. Not just another synagogue led by a Rabbi with “the rabbi’s wife” -
a “chef” whose job it is to prepare delicacies for the “kiddush” Rather, the Rebbe sent out emissaries
as couples - a Rabbi and a Rebbetzin - a shliach and a shlucha, who shared joint responsibility
for establishing a Chabad House, including a synagogue, Torah lessons, children’s programs, etc.
Husband and wife together, and each in their own way, were charged with bringing the message of
Torah and Judaism to every Jewish man and woman in town.

When the Rebbe established the famous Shluchim Conference, where some five thousand shluchim
from around the world are photographed as one, a shluchot convention was established alongside it

as well to serve the shluchot in a similar fashion.
In-depth Torah study

With regards to Torah study, up until 1950, it was commonly accepted that a woman’s role is less in
Torah study, and girls’ education focused on teaching them how to be good housewives. Here too the
Rebbe led a broad “revolution,” and taught that women should also study Torah in depth. If they can
succeed at other studies, become successful doctors and lawyers, why shouldn’t they be able to do the
same with Torah? The Rebbe demanded of other community leaders that they institute a more in-

depth Torah curriculum in their girl’s schools.

The Rebbe attributed great importance to Jewish women,for the great contribution they can make,
in instilling and furthering Jewish values. But he also emphasized no less their unique talents, which
they should use to fulfill their unique mission. The Rebbe did not value a woman wanting to be like a
man and do what a man does in the name of supposed “equality.” On the contrary, a woman should

utilize the unique talents that G-d has granted her in the most efficient manner.



B. Theory vs. Practice

The general difference between the divine Sw 37y 1 PR DY
service of Torah study and the divine service 592” b 37Y° 77N TN
of “know G-d in all your ways” parallels the S1oomE B3 R YT T
difference between men and women. WIS DWIR 1Y

We are all familiar with the Divine service of Torah study. First and foremost, it is through studying
Torah that one knows what to do, and what his or her mission in this world is. On a deeper level,
by studying G-d’s Torah, people connect themselves to G-d Himself, and become more spiritual and
uplifted people.

But what is the Divine service of “know G-d in all your ways™?

If we pay attention to the details, we will notice that the verse is speaking here specifically of your
ways, not necessarily G-d’'s ways - areas directly pertaining to one’s service of G-d, such as Torah
study, prayer and doing mitzvot. What this means is that even when one goes about his or her own
mundane tasks, one must “know G-d". Even while eating or working, one must do these things as well
for G-d’s service.

This is seemingly a quite novel idea, but it is this “novelty” that defines and distinguishes a Jew at all
hours of the day, and throughout all the days of the week. A Jew is not only one who studies Torah
and prays all day. A Jew is one who serves G-d also when eating, drinking, sleeping, and working to
earn a livelihood.

This is ultimately the principal mission of every Jew, for which the G-dly soul descends into a mortal
body: To find the G-dly in the mundane, and refine and raise up the material matters.

Judaism is not limited to the confines of the synagogue or study hall, or - in the dimension of time
- to Shabbat, festivals, times of prayer, and Torah study. Judaism penetrates our weekdays and our
worldly endeavors. Here too it is incumbent upon every Jew to “know G-d in all your ways.”

In this talk, the Rebbe makes the point that while Torah study is what’s emphasized most strongly for
men, for women the emphasis is more on the service of “know G-d in all your ways”



The obligation of Torah study is incumbent
specifically on men, but the obligation of “know
G-d in all your ways” relates to both men and
women.

In fact, the latter obligation is even more relevant
to women. The verse about the creation of the
first woman says “I will make a helper for him.”
The sages illustrate the woman’s role: “The man
brings home wheat from the field, but does he
eat wheat? The woman illuminates the man’s
eyes and puts him on his feet” This demonstrates
that the work of “know G-d in all your ways,
engagement with the material world, is relevant
primarily to women, even more so than to men.

Talmud, Tractate Yevamot 63b

Rabbi Yosei encountered Elijah the prophet and
asked of him: The verse says “I shall make him a
helpmate” In what manner does a woman help
a man? Elijah responded: A man brings home
wheat from the field, but does he eat wheat?
When he brings home flax, does he wear flax? It
is his wife that grinds the wheat and processes
the flax. Is it not his wife who illuminates his eyes
and puts him on his feet?
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Elijah the prophet explained to Rabbi Yosei how a woman is a helpmate to her husband - what
exactly it is that a woman possesses and a man lacks. While the man may indeed be the one to bring
home the wheat, this doesn’t suffice. Someone must turn the wheat into edible bread. The same can be
said for the flax. All of this is done by the woman. In other words, women were given a unique sense
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of understanding, that makes them more in tune with the material world.

Based on this, the Rebbe explains how the service of “know G-d in all your ways”, speaks more to the

woman than to the man.
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In other words, the role of the man is
Torah, which means instruction. But
its application—including educating the
children especially when they are very
young, as well as the conduct of the
home in general, such as in the areas of
kosher food, family purity, and all the
foundational elements of the Jewish
home—is implemented by the woman,
the mainstay of the home.

These aforementioned categories - Torah study and knowing G-d in all one’s ways - can be defined
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as theory vs. practice. Torah study - theory, and atually leading a Jewish lifestyle - practice.

Torah assigns responsibility for the first part to the men. They are obligated to study Torah day and
night, delve into it, become familiar with its intricacies, and ultimately come away with the practical
conclusions of their studies. But here comes the second chapter: How indeed is one to actually apply
his Torah studies in practice? How does one raise children by the light of Torah? How does one build a
house with a Jewish atmosphere, with emotional support and moral values? This is the woman’s role.

Obviously this isn't a black-and-white division. Women must also study Torah, and men must also

be active in building a Jewish home.

The distinction is regarding principal responsibility. Men are responsible for theory, and women for

putting it into practice.
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As discussed earlier, action is of
paramount importance. Proper action
is greater than Torah study.

As we learned a few weeks ago, action is paramount. This means that the most critically important

role is that of the women.

This is illustrated by the Talmud in
Tractate Moed Katan. The Talmud
states that even though “all your
desirable things cannot be compared
to Torah,” which means that “even all
of the Torah’s commandments can’'t be
compared to a word of Torah study,’
nevertheless, when there is a mitzvah
which can’t be fulfilled by anyone
else, Torah study is set aside in favor
of the mitzvah. Not only is mitzvah
observance not less than Torah study
or equal to it - mitzvah observance
even overrides Torah study.
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Talmud, Moed Katan 9b

Rabbi Yonatan ben Asmai and Rabbi Yehuda the
son of converts, studied the portion dealing
with oaths in the study hall of Rabbi Shimon ben
Yochai.

Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said to his son: These
two people are wise and learned individuals, go
to them so that they will bless you. He went and
found them deep in discussion, raising apparent
contradictions between verses. Among these
apparent contradictions was the following:

In one place it is written in praise of the Torah:
“She is more precious than rubies; and all of your
desires are not to be compared to her” (Proverbs
3:15). One can infer from here that all human
desires cannot be compared to the Torah, but
the desires of Heaven, i.e., mitzvot, can indeed
be compared to her. Elsewhere it is written: “For
wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things
that may be desired are not to be compared to it”
(Proverbs 8:11), which implies that even mitzvot
cannot be compared to the Torah.

They resolved this contradiction by interpreting
the second verse, to be referring to a mitzvah
that can be done by others. In that case, even
mitzvot cannot be compared to the Torah,
and accordingly, one who is engaged in Torah
study should not interrupt his studies in order
to perform another mitzvah. The first verse,
however, is referring to a mitzvah that cannot
be done by others. In that case Torah study is
not more important than the mitzvah, and one
should interrupt his studies in order to perform
the mitzvah.
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Two sages are discussing the importance of Torah study. From one verse they infer that Torah is
only more important than personal matters, but not more important that mitzvot. From a second
verse they understand that Torah is even greater than mitzvot. How do they reconcile this apparent
contradiction?

They explain: When a mitzvah can be done by others, Torah study is indeed more important and
should not be interrupted. However, when dealing with a mitzvah that can only be performed by

oneself, it outranks Torah study and warrants interrupting Torah.

For example: Establishing one’s private
home on the foundation of Torah and
mitzvot is a mitzvah that can’t be
fulfilled by anyone else. No one else
can build your home for you - they
won't know what to do, what needs
to be fixed, how to fix it, and how to
build it. The only person that can build
your home is you, and, primarily, the
woman who is the mainstay of the
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home. This is the concept of mitzvot
that is even greater than Torah.

Based on what we've discussed, it is true that Torah is of utmost importance. Yet, there still comes
a time when even Torah study is to be interrupted - when a mitzvah can only be done by oneself.
The most important mitzvah is to educate the next generation. Since men are not as good as women
in this field, it is considered a mitzvah that cannot be done by men (to the same effect). It is for this
reason that for women this mitzvah trumps Torah study.
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C. Why Do Women Deserve More?

This is along the lines of what was explained
[elsewhere], that the divine attribute of
malchut, sovereignty, “is not a receptacle to
the preceding seven attributes, but rather like
a crown on their heads.” This will be reflected
in the Messianic era when “the woman will
dominate the man.” This is what the Arizal
teaches that in the Messianic era “action will
be greater”

Zohar, Part 2, 158:a
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“A woman of valor is a crown to her husband”.. %% 781 ...n%y2 NVY 21 NYR
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nor does she serve him, but rather she is a crown
upon his head.

In kabbalistic teachings, the woman is associated with the attribute of sovereignty. Here, in the
Rebbe’s talk, we were just taught that a woman’s service is one of “action”. The Torah tells us that the
following three things will be greater in the Messianic era: The Zohar tells us that the attribute of
sovereignty (i.e. a woman of valor) will be a crown upon her husband’s head. The prophet Jeremiah
speaks of how “A woman shall dominate a man”. The Arizal explained that in the Messianic era

“action” will be more valued.

It all comes together. The woman, resembling the attribute of sovereignty, and tasked with “action,”
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will ultimately have her role more greatly and clearly valued and appreciated.
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All matters associated with the future X125 TNYST DR Yo 11O
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Talmud, Tractate Chullin, 84b
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The Talmud gives us financial advice:

A. Regarding food and drink - corporal pleasures - one should indulge in them less than one is
financially capable of.

B. With regards to clothing, which serves to make a person presentable, one should spend according
to his ability.

C. With regards to a wife (and children), the Talmud tells us that one must spend even more than his
account balance allows, even if that means taking out a loan. Here there is no room for compromise.
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This requires explanation: Why isitnecessary
to honor one’s wife so much, even “beyond
his means™?

The fact that Torah requires this degree of
honor is proof that she certainly deserves
it. Otherwise, the Torah wouldn't obligate
the husband to exert himself to such an
extreme, beyond his means. Certainly she
deserves this measure of honor, and since it
is possible that her husband doesn’t have the
necessary means to provide it, he is required
to obtain it, through a loan or through some
other way, in order to “honor her beyond his
means,” as she deserves.

The reason for this great honor is that this
is the ultimate truth of the matter, as will
be revealed in the Messianic era, when “the
woman will dominate the man.”

This is reflected in our time as well, as
explained above that the conduct of the
home is largely determined by the woman,
the mainstay of the home, who is the “helper
opposite him.” The husband doesn’t have
the necessary abilities for this, because this
is how G-d wanted it to be. As a result, the
wife received abilities beyond that which
he possesses, and he, in turn, is required to
honor her “beyond his means.”
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The Torah demands that a husband provide his wife with a standard of living beyond that which he
allows for himself, because she deserves it. This is because according to Kabbalah, in the Messianic
era it will be revealed that “the woman will dominate the man.” We see this currently in our lives as



well, that the woman is the one who understands best the education of the children and the running
of the home, and G-d gave the abilities for this specifically to her. The husband must therefore honor

his wife “beyond his means.”

This is also what occurred at the time of 7990 10N S T 7w A0 03 0
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Midrash Rabbah, Exodus, ch. 28
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Back when the Jewish people received the Torah at Mt. Sinai, G-d recognized the power of women.
He therefore sent Moses to speak with them first, and only after they accepted the Torah did he
turn to the men. This is because the women have the unique ability to educate and nurture the next
generation, to maintain a Jewish home, and pass the Torah on to the next generation.

Thisisespeciallytrueinthe generationleading RPAPY 5w T2 TN XKW1
up to Mashiach—which is a reincarnation of W7 5w YDA R - ROWHT
the desert gene.ratlc.)n wblch rece1veq the W - M0 DR PP 2T
Torah—a generation in which the men listen

o . . MYIS DYNYl VIR T
to their wives, as stated in the teachings of s i
the Arizal. L2191 °22N31 RN°RTD)

22,1730 YW R (15 2,010 (13
DNy YD RN (14



Arizal's writings, Gate of Reincarnations, chapter 20

One should also know, that all the Torah scholars
of this generation, are identical to the people
of the generation of the Exodus, about whom
it is written “I will show him wondrous deeds
as in the days when You sallied forth from the
land of Egypt” As we've explained regarding the
verse “Behold, you are about to lie with your
forefathers and this nation will rise up etc” And
this is the reason why their wives rule them,
because in their days the mixed multitude (erev
rav), made the golden calf and they didn't protest.
The women, however, did not want to give their
golden nose rings to that cause, and therefore
they now rule their husbands.

What are reincarnations? Man’s soul descends into this world with a purpose and mission. If that
mission was not fully completed, or if something has gone awry, a soul will at times return to this
world and get a second chance to fulfill its mission and fix what has gone wrong in the previous
incarnation. A soul can go through this multiple times.

The Arizal taught that the last generations have been reincarnations of the generation of the Exodus.

This is why their wives rule them. How so?

In the generation of the Exodus, when the Jewish people sinned with the golden calf, all men were
involved - either directly, or indirectly, by failing to protest. Women, on the other hand, had no
part in the sin. On the contrary, when the men asked for their wives’ jewelry, the women refused.
Therefore, the men of our generation, being a reincarnation of that generation, are ruled by their

wives...
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At the time of the giving of the Torah, and
then at the time of the construction of the
Tabernacle and the journey to the Land of
Israel led by Moses, the first redeemer, it
was specifically the women who cherished
the Land of Israel, contrary to the counsel
of the spies. Women successfully demanded
that they be given a portion in the Land of
Israel, as the Talmud explains regarding the
story of the daughters of Tzelafchad.

The same will happen with the women of our
generation - they will demand from their
husbands that they first accept the Torah to
study, teach, and observe it, and that even
while they are still in exile outside the Land
of Israel they should establish a “tabernacle”
for G-d, and give for it gold, silver, copper,
and all the other materials mentioned in that
Torah portion. This will achieve the result
that we will soon walk upright to our land,
with the coming of Mashiach.
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The Rebbe concludes with the hope that just as in the generation of the Exodus, when the women
didn’t sin with the golden calf or with the spies, but on the contrary - they loved and cherished the
land, so too in our generation, the women will encourage their husbands to study Torah, and to go
in the ways of “know G-d in all of your ways”, to imbue the physical with the spiritual and make it
more meaningful.
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