THE ADMISSION TEST

Every new bride goes through an
‘admission test' in her new family. In
Abraham's family, there was a very
high bar. Rebecca was accepted into
the family only when she managed to
bring several miracles into her home: A
Cloud of Glory, a growing dough, and
a candle that wouldn't go out. What
do those miracles represent?
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A.Personal Efforts

Source 1 cenesis 231

And the life of Sarah was one hundred
years and twenty years and seven
years; [these were] the years of the life
of Sarah.

Rashi
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The years of the life of Sarah: All
of them were equally good.

>> The Rebbe

The Torah’s teaching regarding the life
of Sarah — that they all were considered
equally good — is meant to serve as an
example for future generations. In other
words, each of us has the ability to achieve
this level, in which all our years will be
“equally good”

How was this expressed in Sarah’s life? In
the end of the Torah portion, we read that
throughout Sarah’s lifetime, “her candle
would remain lit from one Shabbat eve to
the next, her dough was always blessed, and
a cloud was always attached to her tent”
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Source 2 cenesis 2:67

Isaac brought her to the tent of Sarah his
mother, and he took Rebecca, and she
became his wife, and he loved her. And
Isaac was comforted for [the loss of] his
mother.

Midrash, Bireishit Rabbah

Isaac brought her to the tent of Sarah
his mother: All the days that Sarah
was alive, a cloud was connected to
the entrance of her tent. When she
died, the cloud stopped [resting at
her tent.] When Rebecca came, the
cloud returned . . . All the days that
Sarah was alive, there was a blessing
in her dough, and when Sarah died,
that blessing ended. When Rebecca
came, [the blessing] returned. All the
days that Sarah was alive, there was a
candle that would burn from Shabbat
Eve to [the next] Shabbat Eve, and
when she died, the candle stopped
[burning for so long]. And when
Rebecca came, [the week-long flame
of the candle] returned.
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>> The Rebbe

The Miraculous Cloud

Since Abraham and Sarah didn't live in one
location, but rather wandered from place to
place, they lived in a tent instead of a house
made of wood and stone. The purpose of
the tent was simply to protect them from
the sun and rain. G-d then placed a cloud
on the tent, which signifies additional
protection. In other words, at first they
built themselves a man-made shelter, and
afterwards, G-d added a shelter of his own
— the cloud.

The Dough

Abraham and Sarah were exceptional with
regard to the mitzvah of welcoming guests.
As we read in last week’s Torah portion,
Abraham slaughtered three cows for just
three guests — to serve each one from
the choicest section, the tongue — and
Sarah prepared baked goods with high-
quality flour, no doubt in great quantity.
Nevertheless, it was still limited to human
proportions. But then G-d added a blessing
of His own: her dough became blessed —
and a blessing from G-d is unlimited.
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The Candle

Despite the greatness of Sarah’s Shabbat
candles, they were limited by their
physical constraints. Then, G-d gave
this candle the ability to be unlimited —
by keeping the candle lit till Friday night,
when she would light it again — thereby
ensuring that it remained constantly lit.
The only reason it would go out right
before Shabbat was to give Sarah the
opportunity to earn that eternal light
through her personal efforts.

In other words: All of Sarah’s personal
mitzvot — notwithstanding their own
greatness — were amplified by an
additional blessing from above which
gave them an “eternal” nature.

When You Do Your Best

As said earlier, the stories of our
forefathers in the Torah serve to teach
and empower us. Every Jew inherits
this power from our forefathers, an
inheritance which is carried through
the generations: when we invest effort
to do our part, G-d gives us His blessing,
bringing our work to much greater
heights.
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Our sages say, “When you will labor, you will
find success” When we invest efforts according
to our capabilities, we find success; in other
words, the result is like an unexpected “find”
which we didn't work for at all. G-d gives us
blessings that are incomparably greater than
our own efforts.
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B. The Inner Layer

We can also explain the significance of the
three miracles:

A human being’s needs are generally split
into two categories: internal needs and
external needs. There are things which a
person imbibes in his body, like food, and
there are needs which are not absorbed
in the same fashion, but rather serve their
purpose in an external way, such as clothing
or — even more externally — a house.

These two categories are represented in
the dough and the cloud:

Dough, which is used to make bread and
food in general, represents the inner
category. The cloud on the tent represents
the external category.

32 PrIOWNANY Aot v
$RPIT 2OY5 001N 0Oy

DIRT 3711 099% MPYOw 1T
DPRYID D0 IS DOphMm
DINAY DIy DY .D0DOPM
IV M0 ,NTRCID2 MR npIe
TWOR RY DIV U R
ROX N0 omR nnpb
9PN 7 PPN P23 0T On
79PN, N 19V PN R ,w125T

Lo

Men 199277 DIy ‘A N
ORGPy MR Y1, novya

Y ,ond DIy NN - oy
MY DORD 737 9o oy 5ol
X7 - 1737 an® T7ay” M ,and
DITINT $N1RYIDA A, 1A IV

JPPnn A -

[ nmyo

137921 .72°R1 2"Y0 N 71372 NM1RY XD (10
7R3 MR LK, RIPTLRD KR MDD AR LK T OROIT (1
WY .27 07 T2y w0 .20 O T2y K20 MENWRI K1 9%



These two categories as applied to our
service of G-d: The “internal” form is
when we serve G-d on an intellectual
basis, “with all your heart and all your
soul” and the “external” form is when
we serve G-d “with all your might” — in
other words, when we try to grow out of
our limitations.

Now, these “inner” and “external”
categories are fulfilled by the person; and
once he invests his own effort, G-d gives
him additional blessings from on high,
providing his efforts with the eternal
power of G-d. That is represented in
blessing of the dough and the cloud on
the tent.

The significance of the third miracle,
The candle that remained kindled
throughout the week:

A candle does not create anything new.
When someone lights a candle inaroom,
nothing changes in the room itself. The
only difference is that before the candle
was lit, the room was dark and nothing
was visible, and by lighting a candle we
gain the ability to see with clarity.
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The same is true in our service to G-d.
The Talmud (as cited in Chassidic
teachings) explains the verse, “mitzvot
are a lamp, and the Torah is light” as
follows: “This is comparable to a man
walking in the blackness of night and the
darkness, and he is afraid of the thorns...
and the wild animals which he cannot
see due to the darkness... and he does
not know which way he is walking. If a
torch of fire comes his way, he is safe
from the thorns...Once the light of dawn
rises, he is safe from the wild animals...”
In other words, darkness represents the
inability to evaluate oneself, and the
inability to discern between good and
bad, sweet and bitter, etc.

Therefore, in addition to the “dough”
and “the cloud” (serving G-d with our
understanding and beyond it), there also
needs to be a “candle being lit” We need
to illuminate our lives with the “source of
light” in the Torah, i.e., the study of the
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The Shabbat candle was instituted to
maintain the peace in home and to help
us avoid conflict. So too, on a deeper level:
There can be, at times, a conflict in your
service of G-d: you might agree that certain
things should be dedicated to G-d, but in
other areas, you might maintain that they
are unrelated to G-d and you can do as you
please. In order to avoid such “conflict” in
your service to G-d, you need to ensure
that you have a “lit candle”

Simply put: a Jew can study Torah and do
mitzvot his whole life — without light, with
no life and energy. He must light a candle;
he must have a passion in his service to
G-d, and that is accomplished by studying
the inner dimension of Torah, the Torah’s
“light”

And it needs to be lit from one “Shabbat
eve to the next.” His candle needs to remain
lit constantly; no matter what level he
attains, he must continually strive to serve
G-d with additional light, enthusiasm and
passion.
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