THE COMPLICATED CALENDAR

This coming year is going to be a Jewish
Leap Year. How do these leap years work?
Why are they instituted? And what does it
say about the Jews?

An astrological journey in the heavens, its
impact on the Jewish calendar, and the
Jewish soul.
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A. The Jewish Calendar

Exodus 12:1-2

G-d said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt:

“This month shall be the head month to
you. It shall be the first month of the year”

Rashi

This month: [In Hebrew, the word chodesh
literally means renewal.] G-d showed
Moses the moon in its renewal and said to
him, “When the moon renews itself, you
will have a new month.”

This: Moses found difficulty determining
the precise moment of the renewal of the
moon, in what size it should appear before
it is fit for sanctification. So G-d showed
him with His finger the moon in the sky
and said to him, “You must see a moon like
this and sanctify the month.”
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Source 2 Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Kiddush Hachodesh 1:3

The moon becomes hidden and cannot
be seen for approximately two days — or
[slightly] less or slightly more — every month:
approximately one day before its conjunction
with the sun at the end of the month, and
one day after its conjunction with the sun,
[before] it is sighted in the west in the
evening. The first night when the moon is
sighted in the west after being hidden is the
beginning of the month. Afterwards, 29 days
are counted from that day.

Source 3 exodus3i1s

Keep the Festival of Matzahs. Eat matzahs
for seven days as I commanded, in the
designated time in the spring, because it
was in the spring that you left Egypt.
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Source 4 Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Kiddush Hachodesh 1:1-2

The months of the year are lunar months,
as implied by the verse, “.the burnt
offering of the month when it is renewed,
and “This month shall be for you the first of
months.” Concerning this verse, our Sages
commented: G-d showed Moses in the
vision of prophecy an image of the moon
and told him, “When you see the moon like
this, sanctify it” The years we follow are
solar years, as implied in the verse, “Keep
the month of spring”

How much longer is a solar year than a lunar
year? Approximately eleven days. Therefore,
when these additional days reach a sum of
30 — or slightly more, or slightly less — an
additional month is added, causing the year
to include thirteen months. This is called
a leap year. This is necessary because it
is impossible to have a year with twelve
months and an odd number of days, as
implied by the verse, “..of the months of the
year” On this verse, our Sages commented:
“You count the months of a year, but not
the days of a year”
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>> The Rebbe

The Jewish Leap Year

The leap year offsets the eleven-day
difference between the lunar and
solar year.

The Talmud states that “Israel follows
the moon,” the smaller of the two
luminaries, because the Jewish people
are small as well, as the verse states,
“You are smallest among the nations”
Therefore, “the small follow the small,’
and we calculate months according to
the moon, beginning with the month
of Nissan, which is the first of the
months.

However, we are also commanded to
“Keep the month of spring,” to ensure
that Passover is celebrated during
spring [and Shavuot is celebrated
during the harvest, and Sukkot in the
fall — although the commandment
speaks specifically about Passover],
and spring [and the other seasons] are

dependent on the sun.

The Torah resolves this issue by
adding one month each two or three
years. “When these additional days
reach a sum of 30 — or slightly more,
or slightly less — an additional month
is added, causing the year to include
thirteen months. This is called a
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leap year” “The extra month is always
Adar...Were the month not to be added,
Passover would sometimes fall in the
summer and sometimes in the winter”
(according to some codifiers, the
commandment of leap years is directly
associated with celebrating Passover in

spring).

In other words, the purpose of the leap
year, which is called a “complete year,’
is to fill the gap between the lunar year
and the solar year.

In fact, it not only fills the gaps created
in the past, but also gives several days
as a “advance” for the future year.
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B. Sun & Moon — The Deeper Meaning

>> The Rebbe

We Are Compared to the Moon

This teaches us a lesson:

What is the difference between the sun
and the moon? The sun shines every
day in the exact same fashion, while the
moon fluctuates: sometimes it grows and
sometimes it shrinks.

The Jewish people are compared to the
moon. First of all, as mentioned earlier,
we are the smallest of the nations from a
perspective of numbers. This was the case
throughout the generations, including in
the days of King Solomon when “the moon
was full and many lands paid tribute to
Solomon;nonetheless, fromthe perspective
of quantity, the Israelites were a very
small number in comparison to the many
multitudes of the nations. But moreover,
we are compared to the moon because we
experience fluctuations. We are sometimes
on the rise, and sometimes on the decline,
as we see throughout Jewish history.
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Every Person Experiences Change

This is also true in our personal lives:
there are matters which undergo
change and matters which remain
static. For example, in the three matters
in which a person is equal to an animal,
such as eating and drinking — there is
no difference between his childhood,
adolescence and elderly years. From the
moment a person is born through his
final moment on earth, he needs to eat
and drink [and although he is capable of
fasting for certain durations of time, it is
definitely contrary his nature]. However,
with the more “inner” faculties, like the
power of intellect — a person is born
“‘untamed,” and he gains wisdom as he
grows, all the way until his old age. And
even in old age, there are differences
and fluctuations with regard to intellect
as well.

Differences in Serving G-d

Likewise, in our service of G-d, there
are things which change (like the moon)
and things that remain the same (like the
sun):

For a Jewish person, there are certain
matters which are fundamentals. For
example, if something is expressly
commanded in the Code of Jewish Law
and all the more so, in the Written
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Torah, obviously, changes will not occur.
But something that is a Rabbinic decree,
or possibly a minor issue — it is possible
that he will be more meticulous when in
places where he is recognized, while not
being as careful while traveling and while
in places where he is less recognized,
he might forgo particulars like Chalav
Yisrael and Pas Yisrael. He knows that his
location makes no difference from G-d’s
perspective, but there are differences,
“ups and downs,” in his own experience.

This is true of all sorts of people. Even
if a person is not very observant and
experiences these fluctuations onregular
basis — when it comes to something
which affects his “Jewish Essence he
will be willing to sacrifice his life to
sanctify G-d’s name. On the other hand,
“there is no righteous person who does
not sin at all” He might not sin in matters
associated with the Written Torah or
Oral Torah, but rather fail to observe a
mitzvah in its most meticulous manner
(obviously, in a case where G-d’s name
is not desecrated; as the Talmudic sage,
Rav, said: “What is a desecration of G-d’s
name? When I purchase meat from the
butcher but do not pay immediately...”
But we are talking about instances where
there is no overt desecration of G-d’s
name).
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We find this concept in Jewish law:

The Mishna states — and the Jerusalem
Talmud elaborates on this matter — that
“an ignoramus does not lie on Shabbat,’
and canthereforebetrustedtodeclarehis
produce as tithed. This seems bizarre: If
it is forbidden to lie, being that the Torah
commands us to “distance ourselves
from falsehood, what is the difference
between Shabbat and weekday? If he
could state a falsehood during the week,
despite the prohibition, why would he
refrain from lying on Shabbat?

The answer is that the entire world is
elevated on Shabbat, and therefore, he is
elevated as well. And this is expressed in
the fact that on Shabbat, he will not state
a falsehood.

Likewise, there are daily fluctuations as
well. When a person is in the midst of
prayer or Torah study, he is in a sublime
state, a Shabbat state — as a Jew ought
to always be. But after prayer, when
he leaves the synagogue to engage in
earning a livelihood and must compete
with those around him — it becomes
much more difficult to meticulously
observe every detail of the Code of
Jewish Law with regard to encroaching
on other businesses, gossip, and so on,
when he needs to ensure his family's
livelihood.
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C. The Leap Year of the

>> The Rebbe

The Leap Year and Repentance

This is the lesson of a leap year:
In order to fill the gap of the lunar
year, it is necessary to add a month,
which will not only fill the gap but
be a “supplement” as well, for the
future:

When in a state of change, ie. a
state of decline, our teshuvah must
be such that not only will we behave
as we did before the decline, but we
will be on a higher level.

The Alter Rebbe, in Tanya, cites the
statement of Tana D’vei Eliyahu:
“If a person committed a sin and
deserves the death penalty before
G-d, what should he do to live? If
he was accustomed to studying
one page, he should study two. If
he was accustomed to studying
one chapter, he should study two.”
As explained at length in books of
Jewish ethics, a baal teshuvah needs
to be extra careful in the matters in
which he failed in the past.
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In order to fill the lack of the lunar
year, it is not enough to add the
missing days. We need to add an
entire month (as we said earlier, a
year must consist of entire months),
resulting in a year with far more
days than a regular one.

This is called a shanah temimah, a
“‘complete” year. In other words, we
gain true completion and wholeness
in our service to our Creator
specifically when, after a decline,
we make an extra effort to gain even
more than we had achieved earlier.

Acharon Shel Pesach 1965
Toras Menachem 5725 vol. 3 pg. 214.
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D.Renewal

Source 5 public Letter Rosh chodesh Nissan 5744 (1984)

Both the sun and the moon were created
“to give light upon the earth” and to serve
mankind; while the task of a human being is,
to quote our Sages, “I was created to ‘serve’
my Creator,” namely, to serve G-d.

There is an obvious difference between
the sun and the moon in the manner of
their providing light on the earth: The
sun radiates its light in the same constant
manner, without perceptible change from
day to day. On the other hand, the moon
‘renews” itself (which is why the moon is
also called chodesh, “new”) as it reappears,
or is “reborn” (molad) at the beginning of
each month, first as a narrow crescent and
then becoming fuller and brighter from day
to day, until it attains its complete fullness
and brightness on the fourteenth-fifteenth
day of the month.

In other words: The sun and the moon
symbolize two different characteristics. The
sun represents the element of sameness
and constancy; the moon — change and
renewal. Both these elements are found in
our service of G-d. And — although at first
glance they appear contradictory, both of
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them combined together are indispensable to
achieve completeness in our service of G-d.

The explanation is as follows:

There are those aspects of serving G-d
which are the same from day to day, without
change. For instance, a Jew begins every day,
immediately upon rising from his sleep, with
the declaration of Modeh Ani, acknowledging
and thanking G-d, the “Living and Eternal
King,” for giving him life and fresh powers to
serve Him; so is also the Mitzvah of reading
the Shema, expressing total commitment to
G-d and to His commandments to the point of
self-sacrifice; so are the blessings and prayers
which are recited every day; so also the
Mitzvah of learning, and of loving our fellow,
and a host of other commandments which a
Jew is obligated to do each and every day.

At the same time, a Jew is expected to generate
a renewal and resurgence of inspiration and
joy in all matters of Judaism, particularly
those that are repeated every day, so that they
should be experienced as if they had been just
given that day by G-d for the first time.

An additional measure of inspiration is
necessary on special days, Shabbat and
holidays, etc., which are associated with
additional prayers and special commandments
that have to be fulfilled only on those special
days, such as lighting candles, making
Kiddush on Shabbat and holidays, eating
Matzah during the Season of Our Freedom,
and so forth. These certainly call for special
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inspiration and joy — so much so, that the
holiness of Shabbat should be felt every day
of the week, and the teachings of the festivals
should be an inspiration throughout the year.
Thus, for example, it is explained by our Sages
that the “Season of Our Freedom” should be
experienced daily, in terms of freedom from
all inner and outer limitations that hinder the
fullest pursuit of serving G-d wholeheartedly
and with joy, being truly free.
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