MUST | DO EVERYTHING
MYSELF?

Your advisors always tell you to
delegate authority and focus on

a target audience. Can these
principles be applied to the world
of education as well?
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A. Making Education Available

Source 1 peuteronomy 11:19

You should teach them to your children, to
speak of them when you sit in your house,
when you go on your way, when you lie down
and when you rise.

Source 2 Talmud, Tractate Bava Batra 21a

Rabbi Yehudah says in the name of Rav:
Truly, that person is remembered for good—
Yehoshua ben Gamla is his name.* If not for
him, the Torah would have been forgotten

from Israel.

Initially, whoever had a father would learn
Torah from him, and whoever did not, would
not learn Torah at all. Based on what verse did
they do so? They interpreted the verse, “You
should teach them [otam] to your children,” to

mean, “You yourselves [atem] should teach.

Then, they instituted that schools be
established in Jerusalem. Based on what
verse? “For Torah emerges from Zion.” But still,
whoever had a father—the father would bring
him to Jerusalem to study, but whoever did not
have a father didn't go. Then, they instituted
that schools be established in every region,
and students would be enrolled at age sixteen

or seventeen.
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* Yehoshua ben Gamla was a member of the High Court in Jerusalem during the period before the destruction
of the Holy Temple. The Talmud accuses him of bribing his way to the High Priesthood. Nevertheless, he is
remembered positively as well for his enactments regarding Jewish education.
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However, if a teacher grew angry at a
student, he would rebel and leave. This
state of affairs continued until Yehoshua
ben Gamla came and instituted that
schools be established in every province
and in every town, and children would be
enrolled at age six or seven.

>> The Rebbe

Torah Should Not Be Forgotten

The Talmud states that Yehoshua ben
Gamla is remembered for his good
deeds, because he instituted that
teachers be set up in every single town
to teach Torah. “If not for him, Torah
would have been forgotten.” Obviously,
he was very deserving of praise and was
therefore mentioned in the Torah—the
Oral Torah—which will preserve his
name for eternity.

The Talmud gives us more details: It'snot
thatJews didn’t fulfill the commandment
to teach their children until the advent
of Yehoshua ben Gamla. G-d forbid, to
imply such a thing, especially about the
Temple era (as the Talmud cites the
verse, “For Torah emerges from Zion”)
when Yehoshua ben Gamla served
there as the High Priest. Rather, fathers
indeed taught their children, but those
who had no father didnt have the
opportunity to learn.
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This doesn’t seem to be a situation in
which “Torah will be forgotten.” One is
obligated to teach his child when he is
a minor, under Bar Mitzvah, when he
is too young to educate himself. Most
children of that age had living fathers
[especially during the Temple era when
G-d’s blessings were more revealed
than during times of exile]. So, the state
of affairs—for the most part—was that
Jewish children were learning Torah
from their fathers.

Furthermore: The Talmud adds that
when the plight of the orphans became
apparent, they appointed teachers in
Jerusalem, based on the verse, “for
Torah emerges from Zion,” and this
school attracted students from all over
the Land of Israel. If so, there was no
reason to assume that Torah was about
to be forgotten.

The Talmud adds yet more: Students
would be enrolled at age sixteen or
seventeen, apparently to allow the
child to be self-sufficient before being
sent away from home, but as a result,
students were also old enough to rebel.

Clearly, students were studying Torah
long before Yehoshua ben Gamla, both
children with fathers and children
without fathers, because they had the
opportunity to go to Jerusalem [with
the exception of those who rebelled].
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It was under those conditions that
Yehoshua ben Gamla instituted that
teachers be set up in every region and
every city, and that children begin their
education at age six or seven, instead
of waiting until they were sixteen or
seventeen.

Nonetheless, the Talmud attributes
this enactment to having saved not
rebellious students and orphans who
don't have anyone to bring them to
Jerusalem, but to having saved the
entire Torah from being forgotten.

This tells us how important it is to
educate a child from age six or seven:
it will impact not only the child and his
family and community; it will ensure
that Torah is not forgotten from the
entire Jewish people.

>> The Rebbe

Torah Should Not Be Forgotten

Moreover: The Alter Rebbe* points out in
his “Laws of Torah study” that according
to the laws mentioned in the Talmud, a
child is inculcated with many elements of
Judaism even before he begins to study
at age six and seven. When he begins to
speak at age two, he is taught to recite
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* Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the founder of the Chabad movement. He was a student of the Maggid
of Mezeritch (the successor to the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of the Chassidic movement). Alongside
his role as a Chassidic leader, he was also a highly regarded Halachic authority and was tasked by his
teacher to compose an updated code of Jewish law.
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the verse of “Torah tziva” and other
verses by heart. At four years of age, he is
taught the letters “to accustom himself
to reading Torah.” The Alter Rebbe points
out that “in those days, the Holy Tongue
was commonly spoken and children
didn't need to learn the meaning of the
words; they needed only to be taught
how to read, because the writing in those
days was like our Torah scrolls, without
vowels.” In other words, the Talmud tells
us that despite the fact that children
were inculcated with Judaism by their
parents from age two, the absence of an
organized system of learning from age
six or seven placed the future of Torah in
jeopardy, G-d forbid!

In our day, this is even more important:
For a child to study Torah from his
father, the father must first study Torah
himself—and it's easier to deal with the
child than to deal with the father; it is far
easier to encourage a child to strengthen
his Judaism than to influence someone
who is already set in his ways for many
years.

When the father lacks this awareness,
and when the environment is not a
Jewish one, and when a child needs to
be taught (not only vowels) but even
the “alphabet of Judaism”—the need to
ensure that Torah not be forgotten is so
much greater. We cannot suffice with
Yeshivas for sixteen and seventeen-year-
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olds. We cannot rely on the fact that
the child’s father had a grandfather who
observed Torah and its commandments.
It is our obligation to be mindful of
Yehoshua ben Gamla’s enactment for
which he is eternally remembered: that
teachers be set up in every region and
every town—even towns Yehoshua ben
Gamla never personally visited, due to
hisrole as the High Priest who must dwell
in Jerusalem (as Maimonides states).
Jerusalem already had schools for those
who could not learn from their fathers,
but he was still motivated to enact a rule
which remains in effect until this very
day and obligates every single Jewish
community: to establish schools in every
single region and every single city.
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We Are All Yehoshua ben Gamla

Yehoshua ben Gamla’s deeds aren't
remembered merely as a nice tale. It is a
part of the Torah, i.e., it is a directive for
our own lives. A person must endeavor
to do everything possible to fulfill this
enactment in his community, and in
every city in which he has some form of
influence—even a place which he never
visited.

Now, the Alter Rebbe explained that the
commandments of the Torah are written
in a form which can be interpreted both as
acommandment and as a promise. Indeed,
the commandment to teach our children
can be interpreted both ways as well.

This is only a question of your will: If you
truly desire it, G-d will help you succeed
in fulfilling this commandment not only
to teach your own children and not only
to teach many other students, but also
to carry out the enactment of Yehoshua
ben Gamla: in every city where Jews live,
investigate whether there is also a Jewish
school for children of age two to learn the
verse of "Torah Tziva" and then the Aleph-
Bet; as we said earlier, these need to be
inculcated into the child at the earliest
possible age.

The endeavor to emulate Yehoshua ben
Gamla will surely succeed—with G-d’s
help—and we will merit to be counted
among those who are “remembered for
good” for eternity.

12 Tammuz 1973
Toras Menachem vol. 73 pg. 31
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B. Do It Yourself!

Source 3 tamud Tractate Bava Metzia 85b

Reish Lakish* was demarcating the burial
caves of the Sages. When he arrived at Rabbi
Chiya’s** cave, the exactlocation of his grave
eluded him. Reish Lakish became distressed.
He said: “Master of the Universe! Did I not
analyze the Torah like Rabbi Chiya?” A
Divine Voice emerged and said to him: “You
analyzed the Torah like him, but you did not
disseminate Torah like him?”

When Rabbi Chanina*** and Rabbi Chiya
would debate Torah, Rabbi Chanina would
say to Rabbi Chiya: “You debate with me?
If, heaven forbid, the Torah were forgotten
from Israel, I would restore it with my
powers of analysis.” Rabbi Chiya said to Rabbi
Chanina: “You debate with me? I ensure that
the Torah will not be forgotten by the Jewish
people.
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* Shimon ben Lakish, better known by his nickname Reish Lakish (c. 200 — c. 275), was a Talmudic rabbi in
the Land of Israel in the third century. He was in his early youth a bandit and a gladiator. Rabbi Yochanan
saw his potential and convinced him to study Torah, and he became one of the most prominent sages of
his generation.

** Rabbi Chiya, or Rabbi Chiya the Great, (ca. 180-230 CE) was a Jewish sage in the Land of Israel during
the transitional generation between the Mishnaic and Talmudic eras. He was the primary compiler of the
Tosefta. He was the greatest student of Rabbi Yehudah haNasi, and uncle and teacher of Rav. He served
as a Rosh Yeshiva in Tiberius and was known for his righteousness. It was said of him that all his prayers
were answered.

*** Rabbi Chanina ban Chama was also part of the transitional generation. He came from Babylonia to
study from Rabbi Yehudah haNasi and quickly became known for his brilliant scholarship. However, his
often bizarre behavior made him somewhat unpopular, and Rabbi Yehudah refrained from appointing him
to a prominent position for some time. Ultimately, he became the Rosh Yeshiva in Tzipori.

10



“What do I do? I sow flax seeds, twine nets
with the flax, hunt deer and feed their meat
to orphans. Next, I prepare parchment
from their hides and write the five books
of the Torah on them. I go to a city and
teach five children the five books, one
book per child, and I teach six children the
six orders of the Mishna, and I say to them:
‘Until I return, read each other the Torah
and teach each other the Mishna’ This is
how I act to ensure that the Torah will not
be forgotten from the Jewish people.
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Indeed, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said: “How
great are the deeds of Rabbi Chiya!”

nnd”

>> The Rebbe

The Great Works of Chiya

Regarding Rabbi Chiya’s work to spread
Torah (“you did not disseminate Torah
like him”) the Talmud says in his name
that he ensured that Torah would not
be forgotten, and it was said at the time,
“How great are the works of Chiya.

What was Rabbi Chiya’s special conduct?
Rabbi Chiya himself related: “What do
I do? I sow flax seeds, twine nets with
the flax, hunt deer and feed their meat
to orphans. Next, I prepare parchment
from their hides and write the five books
of the Torah on them. I go to a city and
teach five children the five books, one

27 MRT NN
7 R WYD DI

N¥3972 X0 °27 S NAmn MR
XD MM 7N MR POYY) 170
XM 729 2R3 WD - (Nxa™
ROW 77IN% nwy” MRy OY IR
TR9” 1IMR T 5V ,7ORWON nonwn

SR WY 09173

S NINHT INAIN ARLANT N3
70 NRY RN 027 900N 7 X1 A0
12172000 N\ B by B P S 4 174 A P
HYORMT OORAX TR ,NINYT 1IN WY
QYR MPAn vy, 0Nt oIwan
"INT,01°%Y 770 CwmIN W AN
mpwn awnad Tt vyh T

a2,
23,MD13.2 3 M (2

i



book per child, and I teach six children
the six orders of the Mishna, and I
say to them: ‘Until I return, read each
other the Torah and teach each other
the Mishna. This is how I ensure that
the Torah will not be forgotten by the
Jewish people”

This was Rabbi Chiya’s response to
Rabbi Chanina, who asserted that
he could bring back the entire Torah
with the power of his analytics, if, G-d
forbid, the Torah would be forgotten.
Rabbi Chiya told him, “You are arguing
withme?[ensured that Torah shouldn’t
be forgotten in the first place!” And
the Talmud concludes by praising him,
“How great are the works of Chiya!”

Now, Rabbi Chiya was occupied with
his own study of the Torah. As the
student of Rabbi Yehuda haNasi (the
compiler of the Mishna) he compiled
the beraita. As the Talmud says, “Any
beraita which isn’'t taught in the study
hall of Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Oshia...
should not be used as a reference,
because “they compiled all beraitas
and carefully scrutinized the words
of each sage..” Nevertheless, Rabbi
Chiya did not suffice with his personal
accomplishments; he made his
own effort to teach Torah to Jewish
children, thereby ensuring that Torah
not be forgotten.
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The Great Works of Chiya

Rabbi Chiya made the effort to teach
young children himself; he did not
suffice with dispatching his students—
of which he had plenty. After all, the
Talmud says numerous times, “It
was taught in the yeshivah of Rabbi
Chiya...” Moreover, he personally
hunted deer to fashion the parchment
upon which he would write the five
books of the Torah.

With regard to the actual teaching—
it makes sense that he preferred to
teach the children himself instead
of sending his students. But to hunt
deer to fashion parchment for the
scrolls? He, no doubt, could have sent
his students to do it. Nonetheless, he
made the personal effort to hunt the
deer etc. to demonstrate the great
and vital importance of educating
Jewish children.
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Teaching One Another

When Rabbi Chiya taught the children,
he immediately instructed them to
teach each other. Each of the five
students was tasked with teaching
his book of the Torah to the others,
and each of the six was responsible to
teach his volume of the Mishnah. In
other words, from the very outset of
the study, Rabbi Chiya taught them to
be lamplighters.

This was the specialty of Rabbi Chiya:
He didn't suffice with learning Torah
from Rabbi Yehuda and even being
the compiler of the beraitas. He
personally went to the field to hunt
deer for the skin upon which to write
the five books of the Torah to teach to
the children.

In this regard, Rabbi Yehudah says,
"How great are the works of Chiya."

From Rabbi Chiya’s behavior we
learn about the correct approach to
spreading Torah; the Talmud said,
“You did not disseminate Torah like
him,” indicating that he is the paragon
of someone who spreads Torah: He
teaches us to engage with all levels
of students, even those on the lowest
possible level. We need to engage
even with those who study Torah for
all the wrong reasons (unlike those
who teach only those who rise in
their honor, while ignoring the rest).
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We need to teach Torah (Chumash and
Mishnah) even to those who had no
previous connection to Torah learning.

Furthermore: The Hebrew word for
disseminating Torah—harbotza—is
associated with the word tarbitza,
which means garden. A garden is a
place of pleasure and delight.

In other words, we must engage with
others in a way of love and closeness,
and obviously not the opposite,
with anger, G-d forbid. Indeed, as
we mentioned earlier [during this
gathering], the Tosfos emphasizes that
the entire Talmud ends on a positive
and uplifting note.

Shabbat Parshat Vayeshev, 1982
Toras Menachem 5743 vol. 2 pg. 708
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