REJOICING IN TRAGEDY

When the Jews saw the Temple
burning, they rejoiced... Really?
What was joyful about the
destruction of the Temple? The
Arizal, the great Kabbalist, uncovers
the secret.
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A. The Temple Ablaze

Source 1 jossipon chap. 93

The Roman ministers and advisors of Titus told him, “If you don’t burn this
building, you will never conquer this people. They are willing to die for it!”

Titus revealed his opinion that he would not take revenge over on the
Temple, which is not a living being, for the sins of human beings, even if
the Jews climb onto it to fight from it. Doing so would damage the Romans,
while leaving the edifice standing would allow it to shine as a jewel in their

crown.

...The next day, the Romans gathered and set fire to the Temple. They took
logs and set them upon the golden gates of the Temple and lit them on fire.
The gold heated up, the wood in the doors burned, and they collapsed. The
Temple and the Holy of Holies became open to all, on the ninth day of the
fifth month—the same day it was opened in the days of the Babylonians.
When the Romans opened the gate to the Temple and occupied it, a cry of
joy erupted and the fire surrounded the Temple, slowly burning through it.

...The priests in the Temple fought the Romans until they could no longer
lift their arm in battle. When they realized that all was lost, they jumped and
threw themselves into the fire that was raging in the Temple. Many of the
Jewish warriors hiding from the Romans perished in the holy fire along with
the priests. They said, “Life is not worth living without the Temple”



Source 2 tamud, Tractate Taanit 29a

On the seventh, gentiles entered the Sanctuary,
and ate and desecrated it with fornication on
the seventh and the eighth.

Before nightfall on the ninth, they set it on
fire and it burned for a full twenty-four hours,
as it is stated: “Woe unto us, for the day has
declined, for the shadows of the evening are
stretched out.

This is the meaning of Rabbi Yochanan’s
statement, “Had I lived in that generation, I
would have established the fast on the tenth,
because most of the Sanctuary was burned on
that day”

But the Sages felt that marking the beginning
of the tragedy was preferable.

Source 3 «itzur shulchan Aruch, 12616

It is customary not to sit on a bench during the
night and day, until the afternoon; we sit only
on the floor. In the afternoon, it is permitted.
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Source & rema

The common custom is to recite the prayer of
nachem only during the Tisha Bav afternoon
service.

Source 5 nachem prayer

Console, L-rd our G-d, those who mourn for
Zion, those who mourn for Jerusalem, and the
city that is in mourning and in ruins, despised
and desolate.

Mourning because she is bereft of her children,
ruined of her dwellings, despised in the loss of
her glory, desolate without inhabitants. She
sits with her head covered in shame like a

barren woman who never gave birth.

Legions have devoured her, idolaters have
possessed her; they threw Your people Israel
to the sword, and wantonly murdered the
pious ones of the Most High.

Therefore, Zion weeps bitterly and Jerusalem
raises her voice, “O my heart, my heart breaks
for their slain! O my innards, my innards ache
for their slain!”

For you, O L-rd, consumed her with fire, and
with fire You will rebuild her.

As it is said: “I will be to her, says the L-rd,
a surrounding wall of fire, and I will be for a
glory within her midst” Blessed are you L-rd,
who consoles Zion and rebuilds Jerusalem.
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B. The Arizal's Question

Source 6 arizal: shaar Hakavanot — Three Weeks of Mourning

On Tisha Blav, it is customary to recite uq;qj R AR -‘l}]&?ﬂ 17y
verses of comfort during the afternoon ala)b) yIIN3 2RI AYWH O3

prayer, and it is also customary to get up
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and sit normally on benches. But it would ,7?yn? 0°20097 %Y NIwy

seem from the Babylonian Talmud that the
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Temple was set aflame only in the evening WX IN°%7 29y Ny% °3 913

of Tisha B’av. It would seem appropriate to
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mourn in the afternoon more than in the IR} 727 7] 921 ,A03103 Ny3

morning!

>> The Rebbe
Joy on Tisha B'Av?

It is customary to recite the Nachem prayer
during the afternoon services on Tisha B'av.
However, this raises a question: Why was the
prayer designated for the afternoon service
and not for the morning or prior evening? It
seems counterintuitive: The burning of the
Temple began on 9 Av towards evening; the
Talmud says, “Before nightfall on the ninth,
they set it on fire” The Talmud even tells us
about a proposal to set the fast day “on the
tenth, because most of the Sanctuary was
burned on that day.” Why then, do we recite
the prayer of Nachem, a message of solace,
specifically in the afternoon prayer?
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The Arizal give a surprising — and beautiful
— answer in Shaar Hakavanot: “When they
saw the Temple begin to burn...the people
recited hymns and rejoiced.”

When did this occur? Not on the
anniversary of the destruction, but at the
very moment the Temple was set on fire.
It was during the worst moment of the
tragedy, not during the nine days prior,
nor during the three weeks prior, nor
on the tenth of Tevet when the city was
besieged (and ultimately destroyed), but
as they watched the Temple burn — at
that moment “the people recites hymns
and rejoiced”

The Destruction Revealed the Love

...The Arizal explains in Shaar Hakavanot
that the issue can understood based on a
teaching in the Talmud: There is a hymn
in Psalms which Asaph recited during the
destruction. Why a hymn and not a dirge?
The Talmud explains that at the outset,
the enemies wanted to kill the Jewish
people. The Jews thought they would
never recover from the blow; they would
be annihilated by the sword of the enemy.
When they saw the flames on the Temple
on the afternoon of 9 Av, they rejoiced and
sang a hymn. They found solace, because
if G-d would not have spent his fury on
the sticks and stones, He would have done
so on the people. As our sages said, “He
vented His fury and kindled a flame in
Jerusalem...”
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In other words, the burning of the
Temple revealed how beloved the
Jewish people are to G-d. Even in
the lowest spiritual state, where G-d
is ‘forced’ to destroy the Temple,
Heaven forfend, He did not threaten
the existence of the Jewish people
out of His great love for them.
Therefore, even when the ‘Heavenly
court’ rules that G-d should unleash
His fury, the ruling is expressed on
“sticks and stones.” The Jewish people
themselves—as the Talmud says, “my
arrows will run out but they will not
run out.” The existence of the People
of Israel is eternal.

This was revealed at the moment
the fire was lit and Temple was set
ablaze, because that was the moment
we reached rock-bottom. Until
that moment, we couldn’t possible
know what G-d would do when the
situation deteriorated. But when we
hit rock-bottom and G-d was, so
to speak, forced to set the Temple
was set on fire—that is when His
essential love for the Jewish people
was revealed. We realized that even
in the worst possible situation, our
existence is eternal—because G-d
loves us so.
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Source 7 widrash Rabba, Eichah 4:14

G-d has vented His fury, poured out His
blazing wrath; He has kindled a fire in Zion:

It is written: “A hymn by Asaph. O G-d,
heathens have entered Your domain.” This
verse should have called it the “lament;
“dirge;” or “elegy” of Asaph. Why does it say,
“a hymn by Asaph™

By way of a parable: A king prepared a
wedding canopy for his son, erecting it,
enhancing it and decorating it. His son got
into bad behavior, so the king went over to
the canopy and tore up the curtains and
smashed the decorative stalks. The prince’s
tutor fashioned a flute of a stalk and began
playing music. They said to him: “The king
overturned his son’s wedding canopy, and
you play music?” He replied: “I sing because
he overturned the wedding canopy and did
not vent his anger on his son”

So, too, they said to Asaph: “G-d has
destroyed the Temple and you sit and sing?”
He said to them: “I sing because G-d vented
His fury on sticks and stones and did not vent
His fury on Israel. As it is written: “He has
kindled a fire in Zion which has consumed
her foundations”
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Source 8 raimud Tractate Kidushin 31b

Rabbi Abbahu said: “Avimi, my son, properly
fulfilled the mitzva of honoring his parents”

Avimi had five sons who were rabbis during his
father’s lifetime. Yet when Rabbi Abbahu came
and called at the gate to enter, Avimi would run
to open for him. And before he arrived there,
he would say: Yes, yes, [so that his father would
not think that he was being ignored].

One day Rabbi Abbahu said to his son: Give
me water. Before he brought it, Rabbi Abbahu
dozed off. Avimi bent over and stood over
him until he awoke. This aided him and he
succeeded in interpreting the psalm: “A hymn
by Asaph”
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C. The Cherubs Intertwined

Source 9 tamud Bava Batra 99a

How did they stand? Rabbi Yochanan and
Rabbi Elazar — one says they faced each other,
and one says they were back-to-back, facing
the walls of the Sanctuary.

But according to the one who says they faced
each other, isn't it written: “And their faces
were toward the House?

This is not difficult: Here it speaks of when the
Jewish people were doing the will of G-d, and
there it speaks of when the Jewish people were
not doing the will of G-d.

Source 10 ramud, Tractate Yoma 54a

Rabbi Ketina said: When the Jewish people
would make pilgrimage for the Festivals, the
curtains would be rolled up for them and
they would be shown the cherubs which were
intertwined with each other. They would be
told: See how you are beloved before G-d, like
the love of a male and female. The verse says
that the cherubs were “kima’ar ish viloyot.”
What does that mean? Rabba bar Rav Sheila
said: Like a man intertwined with his mate.
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Reish Lakish said: When the gentiles entered
the Sanctuary, they saw cherubs intertwined
with one another. They took them out to the
market, and said: These Jews, whose blessing is
a blessing and whose curse is a curse—should
they be occupied with such matters? They
immediately destroyed them, as it is stated:
“All who honored her, debase her, because they
have seen her nakedness.”

>> The Rebbe

A True Expression of Love

We find a similar expression in the
Talmud: “When the gentiles entered
the Sanctuary, they saw cherubs
intertwined with one another” At the
time of the destruction, the cherubs were
intertwined with each other, which is an
indication of G-d’s unmitigated closeness
and love for the Jewish people—where
we are one entity.

Shabbat Parshat Ekev 1984
Toras Menachem 5744 vol. 4 pg. 2391
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