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THE BREACH IN THE WALL:
A GOOD DEVELOPMENT OR i
A BAD ONE? |

On which date did the Babylonians
invade Jerusalem? Was it the ninth
of Tammuz or the seventeenth?

An apparent contradiction in
ancient Jewish sources is resolved
by examining biblical military
strategies — with the insight and
awareness that that a bad situation
can always be turned into a good
one.
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JEWISH INSIGHTS

A TASTE OF THE REBBE'S TEACHINGS
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A. When Was Jerusalem Breached?

Source 1 Talmud, Tractate Taanit 26a

Five things occurred to our ancestors
on the seventeenth of Tammuz: ...the
Tablets were broken, the Tamid sacrifice
was discontinued, the city was breached,
Apustomus burned the Torah, and set up
an idol in the Temple.

Source 2 ieremiah 52:4-7 12-13

In the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign, on
the tenth day of the tenth month, King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came with his
entire army to Jerusalem and encamped
around it, setting up a siege around it.

The city remained under siege until King
Zedekiah’s eleventh year.

It was on the ninth day of the fourth
month; the famine had become severe and
the people had no food.

The city was breached; all the soldiers fled
the city at night through the gate between
the two walls near the king’s garden. The
Chaldeans were surrounding the city; they
fled by way of the Arabah.
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...Onthetenthday of the fifthmonth—inthe
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar
chief
executioner came before the Babylonian

of Babylon—Nebuzaradan the

king in Jerusalem.

He burnt the House of G-d and the
king’s palace, and he burnt all the houses
of Jerusalem and all the houses of the
dignitaries.

Source 3 Talmud, Tractate Taanit 28a

The city was breached on the seventeenth?
But the verse says, “on the ninth day
of the fourth month, the famine had
become severe,” followed by, “the city was
breached”!

Rava said: This is not difficult. One refers
to the First Temple, and the other to the
Second Temple. As our Rabbis taught:
During the First Temple era, the city was
breached on 9 Tammuz, and in the Second
Temple era, on 17 Tammuz.
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Source & code of Jewish Law, Orach Chaim 549:1-2*

We fast on 9 Av, 17 Tammuz, 3 Tishrei
and 10 Tevet, due to the tragedies that
occurred on those dates.

Although the verse states that Jerusalem
was breached on 9 Tammuz, we fast
on the seventeenth, not on the ninth.
Although the city was breached on 9
Tammuz during the First Temple era, the
fast was enacted to commemorate the
breach of the Second Temple era, because
the destruction of the Second Temple is a
greater tragedy—from our perspective.

Source 5 magen avraham**

We do not fast on the ninth: They did
not want to enact a fast on the ninth,
because we do not overburden the public
devout

[Nachmanides]. Therefore, a

person should fast on the ninth as well.

Source 6 jerusalem Talmud, Taanit 45

The city was breached: The verse says that
the city was breached on the ninth and you
say on the seventeenth? Rabbi Tanchum
bar Chanilai said: It is a miscalculation.
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*The Code of Jewish Law (the Shulchan Aruch) is the
last great codification of Jewish law to be considered
authoritative for all Jews, written by Rabbi Yosef Caro

of Sefad (1488-1575).

Poland.

**Magen Avraham is a seminal commentary on the
first section of Shulchan Aruch written by Rabbi
Avraham Abele Gombiner (1635-1682) of Kalisz,



>> The Rebbe

Can the Two Talmuds Argue About a Date in History?

The argument between the Jerusalem
and Babylonian Talmuds has a real-
life consequence: Should a devout
person fast on 9 Tammuz as well? The
Babylonian Talmud says that Jerusalem
was breached on 9 Tammuz in the First
Temple era; thus, the devout should fast
on that day as well (as stated in Magen
Avraham). But the Jerusalem Talmud
says that it was a miscalculation. Thus,
no tragedy occurred on 9 Tammuz, and
the devout person has no reason to fast.
On the contrary, it should be a joyful day,
because we are obligated to always serve
G-d with joy.

Now, there is a well-known rule that
Torah does not argue over facts, but in
our case, the Babylonian and Jerusalem
Talmuds do seem to argue over facts:
The Babylonian Talmud says that the
city was breached on the ninth, and the
Jerusalem Talmud says it was breached
on the seventeenth. Does this not
contradict the rule that they cannot
argue about facts?
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B. The Malleable Qutcome

Source 7a cenesis 712,17

The rain fell on the earth for forty days and
forty nights.

...There was a flood on the earth for forty days.
The waters increased, lifting the ark, and it
rose from on the ground.

sSource 7b rashi

The rain fell on the earth, but later, it's called a
flood!? Rather, G-d first brought down a gentle
rain, so that if they would repent, it would
become a benign rainfall. When they didn’t
repent, it turned into a flood.

Source 8 Talmud, Tractate Rosh Hashana 16a

The world is judged four times a year...on Rosh
Hashana, all creatures pass before Him like
sheep, as it is stated: “He Who fashions their
hearts alike, Who considers all their deeds.”

Rabbi Yosi says: A person is judged every day,
as it is stated: “You visit him every morning”
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Source 9 kuntres Umayan 20:1*

According to Rabbi Yosi, a person is judged
every day. If so, the question was raised,
what difference is there between Rosh
Hashanah and every day of the year?

We must conclude that there is no
disagreement that Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur are days of judgment when every
creature’s sustenance is determined. On
Rosh Hashanah, sustenance is allotted for
the world in general, and at Ne’ilah of Yom
Kippur there is the sealing and specific
determination of each person individually.

All agree on this.

Nonetheless, Rabbi Yosi maintains that
we are judged daily with a full-fledged
judgment for all our affairs, for illness, for
health, for life, and so on...because, on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the judgment
has not been finalized clearly yet—what
form shall the sustenance assume, whether
for children, health, prosperity, or for all
three, or in spiritual terms, or in the world-
to-come. This is a daily judgment.

Both, then, are true: the primary judgment
to determine the beneficence is made on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. However,
a full-fledged judgment takes place every
day.
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*Kuntres Umaayan is a classic treatise of Chassidic
thought written in 1903 by the fifth Lubavitcher

true spirituality.

Rebbe, Rabbi Shalom DovBer Schneersohn, about the

conflict between material existence and the pursuit of



>> The Rebbe

The Beginning is Not the End

The explanation: The young Torah
student has already learned that the Flood
was first called a rainfall, and only later a
flood. Rashi explained that G-d first sent
down a gentle rainfall with the hope that
they would repent; it turned into a flood
only when they did not. Clearly, it was not
clear at the outset how the flood would
pan out; there was a possibility that the
undesirable event would be transformed
to good—into a benign rainfall.

Similarly, as we discussed at our last
gathering, our sages say that G-d holds
the keys to rainfall and to sustenance—
an apparent redundance; we explained
that even when there is rainfall, it is not
an automatic confirmation that it will
bring sustenance. Likewise, our sages
said, “a person is judged every day” for
his sustenance—despite the fact that G-d
already designated our future on Rosh
Hashanah.

The same is true in our case:

When the city was breached on the ninth
of Tammugz, the possibility remained that
the episode could turn out to be a positive
one. If the situation would have brought
them to repent, the breach in the city
walls would have been transformed into
something positive. But since they did
not repent, the wall’'s breach turned out
to be—on the seventeenth of Tammuz—
an irreversibly negative development.
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C.MilitaryTactics

Source 10a numbers 21:21-24

Israel sent emissaries to Sichon, king of the
Amorites, with the following message:

“Let us pass through your land. We will not
detour into fields or vineyards, and we will not
drink from your wells. We will follow the King'’s
Highway until we pass your territories.

Sichon, however, did not let Israel pass through
his territories. Instead, he gathered all his
people and went out to confront Israel in the
desert. When he came to Yahatz, he attacked
Israel.

Israel struck him by the sword and occupied
his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far
as the Ammonite borders. The Ammonite
borders, however, remained firm.

Source 10b ks

And went out to confront Israel: Even if
Cheshbon would only have mosquitoes, it
would be too formidable to conquer. Even if
Sichon would live in a weak village, he would be
too formidable to conquer. How much more so
when Sichon lived in Cheshbon. But G-d said,
“Why should I give My children the hassle of
a siege?” He gave the soldiers the idea to exit
the cities, and they were killed in battle. The
Israelites then proceeded to the cities without
opposition, since only women and children
were left.
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Source 11 joshuas:37

Joshua and all the soldiers arose to go up
against Ai; Joshua chose thirty thousand
mighty soldiers and sent them away at night.

He commanded them as follows: “Lie in
ambush behind the city; don't go too far
away from the city and be at the ready.

“I, and the people with me, will approach the
city. When they come out to attack us, as
they did last time, we will flee before them.

“They will follow us until they are detached
from the city. They will say, ‘they are fleeing
like last time. We will flee from them.

“Then, rise up from the ambush and conquer
the city; and G-d will deliver it into your
hand”
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>> The Rebbe

It Is Easier to Fight Outside the City Gates

The explanation: It is very difficult to
triumph over an army in a fortified city
(with walls and so on). When the Israelites
battled Sichon, we find that Sichon
gathered his entire nation and exited the
city to battle with the Israelites. Rashi
explains that G-d said, “Why should 1
give My children the hassle of a siege?”
(Cheshbon, the city, was known to be
invincible). “He gave the soldiers the idea
to exit the cities, and they were killed in
battle. The Israelites then proceeded to
the cities without opposition.” Clearly, it is
easier to fight the enemy outside the city
fortifications.

We find a similar case with Joshua. When
he needed to conquer the city of Ai, he set
up an ambush behind the city. Israelite
soldiers first pretended to flee the Ai
soldiers, and when the Ai soldiers left
the fortified city to pursue them, other
Israelite soldiers emerged from hiding,
surrounding them from both sides.

The same is true here: There was the
possibility that the breach of Jerusalem’s
walls would be transformed into a positive
development (like the benign rain.)
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The Breach Could Have Led to a Different Qutcome

When the verse says that the city was
breached, it means that a small opening
was created in the fortifications—not that
the entire wall was destroyed. With just a
small opening, the enemy soldiers could
not all enter at once; they needed to file
in one after another. This gave the Jews
the opportunity to overpower the enemy,
just like the method of ambush mentioned
earlier. When the enemy troops begin
entering the city, they are still a minority,
vulnerable to the attack of the city-
defenders.

Thus: TheJews could have repented on 9 Av
when witnessing the walls being breached.
[From a spiritual perspective, it would
have been understood that when the Jews
didn’t heed the warnings of the prophets
to repent, G-d sent Nebuchadnezzar and
Nebuzaradan his general to breach the
walls of Jerusalem to move the people
to repentance]. In that scenario, the
breach in the walls on 9 Tammuz would
have been transformed into a positive
development (like the flood turning into
a benign rainfall) and the Jews would have
more easily overpowered the enemy—
which was indeed feasible according to
the laws of nature and definitely feasible
with G-d’s intervention.
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The Two Talmuds Concur

This allows wus to connect the
interpretations of the Babylonian and
Jerusalem Talmuds: By all accounts,
the city was breached on 9 Tammuz.
When the Jerusalem Talmud says, “they
miscalculated,” it means that the Jews
misinterpreted the breach in the walls
to be an irreversible decree of G-d. They
didn't realize that they could convert it
through repentance.

In truth, the city was breached on 9
Tammuz in order to inspire the people to
return to G-d. Through repentance, the
entire incident could have been turned
into good. But by the seventeen, the city
was breached irreversibly; this time, G-d’s
decree was final.
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