IS IT REALLY NEVER
T0O LATE?

The holiday of Pesach Sheni
(Second Passover) famously
teaches that it is never too late.
Is that also true of the worst sins
and crimes?

This is a story of someone who
received a message from heaven
that it was too late, and yet he
still received another chance.

L}
A L4

o= =L

— —

JEWISH INSIGHTS

A TASTE OF THE REBBE'S TEACHINGS

THE
o T
OFFICE BEHAALOTCHA




Part 1: The Second Passover

Source 1 numbers 9:6-12

There were men who were ritually unclean
[because of contact with] a dead person,
and therefore could not make the Passover
sacrifice on that day. So they approached
Moses and Aaron on that day. Those men
said to him, “We are ritually unclean
[because of contact] with a dead person;
[but] why should we be excluded so as
not to bring the offering of the L-rd in its
appointed time, with all the children of
Israel? Moses said to them, “Wait, and I will
hear what the L-rd instructs concerning
you.” The L-rd spoke to Moses saying: Speak
to the children of Israel saying, Any person
who becomes unclean from [contact with]
the dead, or is on a distant journey, whether
among you or in future generations, he shall
make a Passover sacrifice for the L-rd. In the
second month, on the fourteenth day, in the
afternoon, they shall make it; they shall eat
it with unleavened cakes and bitter herbs.
They shall not leave over anything from it
until the next morning, and they shall not
break any of its bones. They shall make it in
accordance with all the statutes connected
with the Passover sacrifice.
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Source 2 Talmud, Tractate Sukkah, 25a

It was taught: “There were men who were
ritually unclean [because of contact with] a
dead person.” Who were they?

They were the bearers of Joseph’s coffin.
This is the statement of Rabbi Yosi of the
Galilee.

Rabbi Akiva says: They were Mishael and
Elzaphan, who dealt with the bodies of
Nadav and Avihu [after they were burned in
the Holy of Holies].

Rabbi Yitzchak says...they were engaged
in tending to a corpse whose burial is
a mitzvah, [i.e., which has no one else
available to bury it], and their seventh day
of impurity occurred precisely on the eve of
Passover, as it is stated: “And they could not
observe the Pesach on that day” On that day
they could not observe it; on the next day
they could observe it.

Source 3 Hayom Yom: lyar 14, Pesach Sheini

The theme of the “Second Passover” is that
it is never too late. It is always possible to
rectify. Even if one was ritually impure,
or far away, and even if this lacking was
deliberate—nonetheless he can correct it.
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>> The Rebbe
It’'s Never Too Late — We Mean You!

My father-in-law, the previous Rebbe, famously said: The “Second Passover”
teaches us that it is never too late. You can always rectify your improper conduct
of the past.

This is true for every individual:

There might be certain areas of your past behavior that were not up to par.
Nonetheless, you must know that it is not too late. You can still fix the past.

And since you heard this teaching of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, it applies, first
and foremost, to you. You can and must fix your past behavior. In other words,
do not think that this teaching is only directed at the Jewish nation at large. Yes,
it certainly does pertain to everyone as a collective. However, the fact that you
heard about it demonstrates that first and foremost, it applies to you.

There Is Always Room — If You Want

However, if you want to indeed take the lesson of the “Second Passover” and fix
the past, the first step is to realize that your past conduct was incorrect and to
want to change that.

We see this in the story of the “Second Passover” Moses did not initiate the
suggestion that a second paschal service be held. It came only after the complaint
of the Jews who were impure and unable to bring the paschal sacrifice. They
needed to recognize what they lacked and have a desire to cor-rect the situation.

i

It was only once they were bothered by their situation that the “Second Passover’
came into existence. Their protest was accepted, and they were given the
opportunity to com-plete what they had missed.

This demonstrates the greatness of every Jew:



Even if you are in a lowly state, you raise your voice and demand, “Why should
[ lose out,” and ultimately your demand will be accepted.

At first glance, why did the Jews in the desert feel they deserved a second
chance? They knew they were impure, and moreover, they were at fault!

The answer is the inside of a Jew is always pristine. Improper behavior is merely
external and cannot change your essence in the slightest. Since a Jew remains
lofty inside, they were able to demand that they not lose out.

At the same time, however, they needed to feel that something was wrong,
spurring them to protest. Only then were they given the opportunity to effect
a change.

An important rule when studying Torah is that if you are too embarrassed to ask,
you will never learn. The same applies to repentance. Do not be embarrassed.
Demand that you want to change the past, “Why should I lose out,” and G-d will
enable you to do so.



Part 2: The Wayward Son

Source & taimud Yerushalmi, chagigah, 98

Rabbi Meir was sitting expounding in the
study hall of Tiberias. His master Elisha
passed by riding on a horse on Shabbat.
They came and said to Rabbi Meir: “Your
master is outside.” He stopped his teaching
and went out to him. Elisha asked him:
“What were you expounding today?”

...Elisha said to him: “Enough, Meir! Until
here is the Shabbat boundary” Rabbi Meir
said to him: “How do you know?” He replied:
“I have been counting the steps of my horse,
and he has walked two thousand cubits.”

Rabbi Meir said to him: “You have all this
wisdom, and you will not repent?!” Elisha
responded: “I am not able to.” Rabbi Meir
asked: “Why?” He replied: “Because one
time I rode passed the Holy of Holies on my
horse on Yom Kippur that fell on Shabbat,
and I heard a heavenly voice coming out of
the Holy of Holies saying: “Return children—
except Elisha ben Avuyah, who knew my
power and rebelled against me”

How did this all come about? One time, he
was sitting and studying in the Valley of
Gennesaret, and he saw a person go up to
the top of a palm tree, take a mother bird
with her children, and come down from
there in peace.

YT 200 M0 RN 20
91y .171°72°0T XYW N°23
R»D10 5¥ 2°97 171721 YR
PIARY INR RN 0172
7°% POD .92% 937 R,
MR LPAA2 PO WIT M
XA W7 A0 oan b

27777

IRD TV ,RD 7,700 IR
™ ,7% MR DAY 0NN
991 11,77 MR YT DX
TSI I RIT D107

JIR DDON

RNNOA XTI 991 ,7°% MR
292 7t DX 91,772 R
MR 577 RIR 109,775 MR
Qyow ,i°% MR ?27Nn° 770
n°3 3195 MW N NnR
D10 DY 2191 DWIPR WP
neab Snw oMo ol
9P N2 oCnynw ,hawa
QWwIPR WP NN IR
YT D1 1w DI
MO YTV AR 12 YROORD

7527

ROX 2710 NNR 171 RT 9N
7w AW 70 DOR OyD
QIR AR ,70MW3 NYypaa
Su11 5T wRAR 15V IR
awn T Dan Yy DR

Rahipiv!



The next day, he saw a person go up to the top of
a palm tree and take the children while sending
away the mother. He came down from there, and
a snake bit him, and he died. Elisha said: Torah
states, “You shall send away the mother, and
the children you shall take for yourself, in order
that it be good for you and that you lengthen
your days.” Where is the good that he deserved?
Where is his length of days?

He did not know that Rabbi Yaakov had already
taught: “In order that it be good for you”—in the
world-to-come, which is all good, “and that you

lengthen your days”—in the eternal future...

A while later, Elisha became ill. They came and
said to Rabbi Meir: “Your master is ill” He went to
visit him and found him ill. Rabbi Meir said to him:
“Will you not repent?” Elisha replied: “And if one
repents, is he accepted?” Rabbi Meir answered
[using a play on words]: “Is it not written ‘You
return man to pulp?—you are accepted until
the crushing of life [i.e. death]” At that moment,
Elisha cried, and he passed away. Rabbi Meir was
glad in his heart, and he said: “It seems he passed
away repentant.”
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>> The Rebbe

Repentance Even When Rejected

The importance of demanding another chance is highlighted by Elisha ben
Avuya, a personality mentioned in the fourth chapter of Ethics of Our Fathers.

The Talmud tells us that Elisha was a scholar who left Judaism, after hearing a
heavenly voice stating, “Return, wayward sons—except for Elisha”

Acher’s reaction is understandable. After hearing such a grim statement, how
could we expect anything different?

The answer: Despite the dire prediction of the heavenly voice that said he
would never again be welcome, he should have protested that he be given
a chance to repent. If he would have pushed his way in and truly tried, his
repentance would have been ac-cepted, heavenly voices notwithstanding.

Our Sages say, “Follow all your host’s instructions, except if he tells you to
leave” Despite the fact that he is the host—and you should therefore follow
all of his other instructions—nonetheless, don’t listen to him if he tells you to
leave.

On the same note, Elisha should have disregarded the voice saying that his
repentance would be denied. G-d Himself tells us not to listen when your host
tells you to leave. Elisha should not have listened to the Divine “host” telling
him to leave the realm of holiness!

This is where Elisha went wrong. Instead of heeding the heavenly voice, he
should have tried to repent. If he would have done his best and demanded that
he be given another chance, his repentance would surely have been accepted.
(Indeed, the sages Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yochanan ultimately succeeded in
bringing rest to Elisha’s soul.)



To summarize:

The Second Passover teaches us an important lesson. If your past conduct was
lacking, not only can you change it in the present and future, you can change it
in the past as well.

The prerequisite, though, is that you must demand another chance, knowing
how perfect you truly are inside. When you do that, G-d will heed your request
and give you the opportunity for change.

Shabbat Parshat Emor 1982
Toras Menachem 5742 vol. 3 pg. 1426
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