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In the Second Temple era, tensions between the Sadducees 
and the Pharisees would come to a head when the leading 
rabbis would coach the High Priest for his worship on Yom 
Kippur.

They would all leave in tears. What exactly was going on?

 

Why Did They Cry?
>>

Parshat Acharei Mot-
Kedoshim
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In honor of
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and their children,
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Heresy sprung up in Israel in the Second 
Temple era, and the Sadducees emerged—
may they speedily perish—who rejected 
the Oral Law. They maintained that the 
Yom Kippur incense is first placed on 
coals in the outer sanctuary, outside the 
curtain [of the Holy of Holies] and when 
its smoke rises, it is brought into the Holy 
of Holies. 

Source 2 Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of the Yom Kippur Service, 1:7

ינּות  ַהמִּ ָצץ  ִני  שֵׁ ִית  בַּ יֵמי  בִּ
ְמֵהָרה  דוִֹקין  ְוָיְצאּו ַהצְּ ָרֵאל.  ִישְׂ בְּ
ּתוָֹרה  בַּ ַמֲאִמיִנין  ֵאיָנן  שֶׁ יֹאֵבדּו 
טֶֹרת  קְּ ה. ְוָהיּו אוְֹמִרין שֶׁ ַעל פֶּ בְּ שֶׁ
אוָֹתּה  יִחין  ַמנִּ ּפּוִרים  ַהכִּ יוֹם  ל  שֶׁ
רֶֹכת  ַלפָּ חּוץ  ֵהיָכל  בַּ ָהֵאׁש  ַעל 
אוָֹתּה  ַמְכִניס  ָנּה  ֲעשָׁ יֲַּעֶלה  ּוְכשֶׁ

ים.  ָדשִׁ ְלָפִנים ְלקֶֹדׁש ַהקָּ

Part 1: The Yom Kippur Tradition

G-d said to Moses: Tell your brother 
Aaron not to indiscriminately enter 
the inner sanctuary behind the curtain 
concealing the Ark, and he will not die, for 
in a cloud I will appear on the ark’s cover. 
Aaron should enter this inner sanctuary 
with a young bull for a Sin Offering and 
a ram for a Burnt Offering. He must wear 
a sacred linen tunic and linen pants, 
gird himself with a linen sash, and bind 
his head with a linen turban. These are 
sacred garments; he must immerse in 
water and then don them.

He shall take a pan-full of fiery coals from 
the Altar before G-d and a double handful 
of fine ketoret-incense and bring them 
beyond the curtain. And he shall place 
the incense on the fire before G-d; the 
ketoret-smoke will envelop the cover of 
the Ark of Testimony, and he will not die.

Source 1 Leviticus 16:2-4, 12-13

ֶאל־ ר  בֵּ דַּ ה  ֶאל־מֹשֶׁ ה'  אֶמר  ַויֹּ
ְבָכל־ֵעת  ְוַאל־ָיבֹא  ָאִחיָך  ַאֲהרֹן 
ֶאל־ רֶֹכת  ַלפָּ ית  ִמבֵּ ֶדׁש  ֶאל־ַהקֹּ
ַעל־ָהָארֹן  ר  ֲאשֶׁ ֶרת  פֹּ ַהכַּ ֵני  פְּ
ַעל־ ֵאָרֶאה  ָעָנן  בֶּ י  כִּ ָימּות,  ְולֹא 
ֶאל־ ַאֲהרֹן  ָיבֹא  זֹאת  בְּ ֶרת׃  פֹּ ַהכַּ
את  ְלַחטָּ ָקר  ן־בָּ בֶּ ַפר  בְּ ֶדׁש  ַהקֹּ
קֶֹדׁש  ד  תֶֹנת־בַּ כְּ ְלעָֹלה׃  ְוַאִיל 
ַעל־ ִיְהיּו  ּוִמְכְנֵסי־ַבד  ׁש,  ִיְלבָּ
ר,  ַיְחגֹּ ד  בַּ ּוְבַאְבֵנט  שָׂרוֹ,  בְּ
ְגֵדי־קֶֹדׁש  בִּ ִיְצנֹף,  ד  ּוְבִמְצֶנֶפת בַּ
שָׂרוֹ  ֶאת־בְּ ִים  מַּ בַּ ְוָרַחץ  ֵהם, 

ם׃ ּוְלֵבשָׁ

ֲחֵלי־ֵאׁש  גַּ ה  ְחתָּ ְמלֹא־ַהמַּ ְוָלַקח 
ּוְמלֹא  ה',  ְפֵני  ִמלִּ ַח  ְזבֵּ ַהמִּ ֵמַעל 
ה,  קָּ דַּ ים  ַסמִּ ְקטֶֹרת  ָחְפָניו 
ְוָנַתן  רֶֹכת׃  ַלפָּ ית  ִמבֵּ ְוֵהִביא 
טֶֹרת ַעל־ָהֵאׁש ִלְפֵני ה' ,  ֶאת־ַהקְּ
ֶרת  פֹּ ֶאת־ַהכַּ טֶֹרת  ַהקְּ ֲעַנן  ה  ְוִכסָּ
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Maimonides writes: 

“Heresy sprung up in Israel in the Second Temple era, and the Sadducees 
emerged—may they speedily perish—who rejected the Oral Law. They maintained 
that the Yom Kippur incense is first placed on coals in the Sanctuary, outside 
the curtain [of the Holy of Holies] and when its smoke rises, it is brought into 
the Holy of Holies. Their rationale was based on Torah’s phrase, ‘For in a cloud I 

>> The Rebbe
Why Were They All Crying?

Their rationale was based on Torah’s phrase, 
“For in a cloud I will appear on the ark’s cover.” 
They understood this as a reference to the 
cloud of incense. But our sages learned from 
the Oral Tradition that the incense is to be 
placed [on the coals] in the Holy of Holies, 
before the Ark, as the verse states: “And he 
shall place the incense on the fire before G-d.”

Since the High Priests of the Second Temple 
era were suspect of heresy, the elders would 
have him take an oath on the day preceding 
Yom Kippur. They would tell him: “My sir, the 
High Priest, we are agents of the court and you 
are our agent and an agent of the court. We 
administer an oath to you in the name of ‘He 
Who causes His name to dwell in this house’ 
that you not deviate from our instructions.”

He would turn away and cry for being 
suspected of heresy and they would turn away 
and cry, because they suspected a person 
without knowing his opinions. Maybe he had 
no such thoughts in his heart.

ּתוָֹרה  בַּ תּוב  כָּ שֶׁ ֶזה  ַעם.  ַהטַּ
ֵאָרֶאה  ָעָנן  בֶּ י  “כִּ ב(  טז  )ויקרא 
ֲעַנן  י הּוא  כִּ ָאְמרּו  ּפֶֹרת”  ַהכַּ ַעל 
ָלְמדּו  מּוָעה  ַהשְּׁ י  ּוִמפִּ טֶֹרת.  ַהקְּ
א  טֶֹרת ֶאלָּ ֵאין נוֵֹתן ַהקְּ ֲחָכִמים שֶׁ
ָהָארוֹן.  ִלְפֵני  ים  ָדשִׁ ַהקָּ קֶֹדׁש  בְּ
“ְוָנַתן  יג(  טז  )ויקרא  נֱֶּאַמר  שֶׁ

טֶֹרת ַעל ָהֵאׁש ִלְפֵני ה’”.  ַהקְּ

ִני  שֵׁ ַבִית  בְּ ין  שִׁ חוֹשְׁ ָהיּו  שֶׁ ּוְלִפי 
ְלַצד  נוֶֹטה  ֶזה  דוֹל  גָּ ּכֵֹהן  א  מָּ שֶׁ
יִעין אוֹתוֹ ֶעֶרב  בִּ ִמינּות. ָהיּו ַמשְׁ
י  ּפּוִרים ְואוְֹמִרים לוֹ ִאישִׁ יוֹם ַהכִּ
ין  דִּ ית  בֵּ לּוֵחי  שְׁ ָאנּו  דוֹל  גָּ ּכֵֹהן 
ין.  ית דִּ ִליַח בֵּ לּוֵחנּו ּושְׁ ה שְׁ ְוַאתָּ
ן  כֵּ שִּׁ ִמי שֶׁ ָעֶליָך בְּ ָאנּו  יִעין  בִּ ַמשְׁ
נֶּה  שַׁ ּלֹא תְּ ִית ַהזֶּה שֶׁ בַּ מוֹ בַּ ֶאת שְׁ

ָאַמְרנּו ְלָך.  ָבר שֶׁ דָּ

דּוהּו  ֲחשָׁ ְוהּוא ּפוֵֹרׁש ּובוֶֹכה ַעל שֶׁ
ין ּובוִֹכין ְלִפי  ִמינּות. ְוֵהן ּפוְֹרשִׁ בְּ
ְסתּוִמין  יו  ֲעשָׂ מַּ שֶׁ ְלִמי  דּו  ָחשְׁ שֶׁ

לּום: ִלּבוֹ כְּ א ֵאין בְּ מָּ שֶׁ
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will appear on the ark’s cover.’ They understood this as a reference to the cloud 
of incense. But our sages learned from the Oral Tradition that the incense is to 
be placed [on the coals] in the Holy of Holies, before the Ark, as the verse states: 
‘And he shall place the incense on the fire before G-d.’

“Since the High Priests of the Second Temple era were suspect of heresy, the 
elders would have him take an oath on the day preceding Yom Kippur. They 
would tell him: ‘My sir, the High Priest, we are agents of the court and you are 
our agent and an agent of the court. We administer an oath to you in the name 
of “He Who causes His name to dwell in this house” that you not deviate from 
our instructions.’ He would turn away and cry for being suspected of heresy 
and they would turn away and cry, because they suspected a person without 
knowing his opinions. Maybe he had no such thoughts in his heart.”

This is quite puzzling. Why do they force the High Priest to swear that he 
won’t deviate and then cry for suspecting him!? If it is considered undesirable 
behavior to suspect him, why did they administer the oath without investigating 
his opinions? And if Torah rules that the oath must be administered regardless, 
why cry? They had merely fulfilled G-d’s instructions!

Another question: Why would the High Priest cry for being administered the 
oath? Was he responsible for being suspected? 
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Part 2: The Innocent Suspect

Rabbi Reuven ben Itztrobili said: A person 
won’t be suspected of something unless 
he did it. If he did not do it fully, he did 
it partially. If he did not do it partially, 
he planned to do it. And if he didn’t plan 
to do it, he saw others do it and he was 
happy.

Source 3 Talmud, Tractate Moed Katan 18b

ִאְצְטרוִֹביִלי:  ן  בֶּ ְראּוֵבן  י  ַרבִּ ָאַמר 
ן  א ִאם כֵּ ָדָבר ֶאלָּ ד בְּ ֵאין ָאָדם ֶנְחשָׁ
ָעשָׂה   – ּכּוּלוֹ  ָעשָׂה  לֹא  ְוִאם  ֲעשָׂאוֹ, 
ִמְקָצתוֹ  ָעשָׂה  לֹא  ְוִאם  ִמְקָצתוֹ, 
לֹא  ְוִאם  ַלֲעשׂוֹתוֹ,  ִלּבוֹ  בְּ ִהְרֵהר   –
ִלּבוֹ ַלֲעשׂוֹתוֹ – ָרָאה ֲאֵחִרים  ִהְרֵהר בְּ

ָעשּׂו ְושַָׂמח. שֶׁ

The High Priest would place the incense 
in a pan on Yom Kippur and enter the 
most sacred spot, the Holy of Holies… If 
the cloud of incense ascended upward 
like a cluster of grapes, he knew that 
Israel’s sins were forgiven…and his 
service was acceptable, but if the smoke 
of the incense did not cover the ark, he 
knew that he would die.

Consequently, the High Priest and all 
Israel trembled from the moment the High 
Priest entered the Holy of Holies until he 
withdrew in peace. When he would exit, 
the People of Israel would rejoice that it 
had been received favorably,

G-d said: Of all the sacrifices you offer, 
the incense is most beloved… 

...Look how precious ketoret is—a plague 
was halted by ketoret, as Moses said to 
Aaron: “Take your fire-pan, and put fire on 
it from the Altar, and place ketoret upon 

Source 4 Tanchuma Tetzaveh 15

נוֵֹטל  דוֹל  גָּ ֵהן  כֹּ ָהָיה  שֶׁ ָעה  שָׁ בְּ
יוֹם  ה בְּ אוָֹתּה ַמְחתָּ טֶֹרת בְּ ֶאת ַהקְּ
ְוִלְפִנים  ִלְפַני  ְוִנְכָנס  ּפּוִרים  ַהכִּ
ָהָיה  ... ְכשֶׁ ים  ָדשִׁ ַהקֳּ ֵבית קֶֹדׁש  בְּ
ר ְועוֶֹלה ּופוֶֹנה  מֵּ טֶֹרת ִמתַּ ֲעַנן ַהקְּ
ָהָיה  ּכוֹל,  ֶאשְׁ כָּ ְוַנֲעשֶׂה  ְלַמְעָלה 
ֲעוֹנוֹת ִישְָׂרֵאל...  רּו  פְּ ְתכַּ נִּ יוֵֹדַע שֶׁ
ה  סָּ לּו ַמֲעָשׂיו. ְוִאם לֹא כִּ ְתַקבְּ נִּ ְושֶׁ
הּוא  שֶׁ יוֵֹדַע  ָהָיה  טֶֹרת,  ַהקְּ ֲעַנן 

ֵמת... 

ְוָכל  דוֹל  גָּ ֵהן  כֹּ שֶׁ אוֵֹמר,  ִנְמֵצאָת 
ֵהן  כֹּ שֶׁ ָעה  שָׁ בְּ יִתים  ַמְרתִּ ִישְָׂרֵאל 
ַעד  ְוִלְפִנים,  ִלְפַני  ִנְכַנס  דוֹל  גָּ
יָון  כֵּ לוֹם.  שָׁ בְּ ם  ִמשָּׁ יוֵֹצא  ָהָיה  שֶׁ
דוָֹלה  ָהָיה יוֵֹצא, ָהְיָתה שְִׂמָחה גְּ שֶׁ

ָרצוֹן. ל בְּ ְתַקבֵּ נִּ ִישְָׂרֵאל שֶׁ בְּ

ל  ִמכָּ הּוא:  רּוְך  בָּ דוֹׁש  ַהקָּ ָאַמר 
ֵאין  ַמְקִריִבין,  ם  ַאתֶּ שֶׁ נוֹת  ְרבָּ ַהקָּ

טֶֹרת... קְּ ָחִביב ָעַלי כַּ

ַעל  שֶׁ טֶֹרת,  ַהקְּ ָחִביב  ה  מָּ כַּ ְרֵאה 
ָפה.  גֵּ ַהמַּ ֶנְעְצָרה  טֶֹרת  ַהקְּ ְיֵדי 
ַקח  ְלַאֲהרֹן,  ה  מֹשֶׁ ָאַמר  ָעה שֶׁ שָׁ בְּ
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The explanation:

“The High Priest would turn away and cry,” because, as our sages taught, “a 
person won’t be suspect unless…” In other words, if you are suspected, you 
clearly are somewhat capable of it. If it was indeed out of the question, you 
would never have been suspected of it.

“They would turn away and cry, because they suspected a person without 
knowing his opinions. Maybe he had no such thoughts in his heart.”

They were compelled to administer the oath (despite the unpleasantness of 
the exchange) to ensure that the Yom Kippur service in the Holy of Holies 
was executed properly.  

For, the ketoret-service of the High Priest in the Holy of Holies was a most 
important service that had profound implications for the Jewish people’s 
upcoming year.  

The High Priest’s bull and ram had various levels of significance. There was 
the sacrifice of the High Priest, of his household and of his tribe, and of the 
entire People of Israel, and other sacrifices as well. However, the ketoret 
service on Yom Kippur was a singular service that was carried out only once 
a year, on the holiest day, in the holiest spot—the Holy of Holies, and by the 
most sanctified Jew in the nation, the “Holy Nation,” as the verse states, “And 
Aaron was separated to be sanctified as holy of holy.”

Because of the lofty nature of this service, it was important to do everything 
possible to ensure that it was carried out correctly, even if it would imply 
that we suspect another Jew.

>> The Rebbe
They Didn’t Ease Their Conscience

ֵמַעל  ֵאׁש  ָעֶליָה  ְוֶתן  ה  ְחתָּ ַהמַּ ֶאת 
ח ַאֲהרֹן  קַּ ַח ְוִשׂים ְקטֶֹרת, ַויִּ ְזבֵּ ַהמִּ
ּתוְֹך  ֶאל  ֶרץ  ַויָּ ה  מֹשֶׁ ר  בֶּ דִּ ר  ֲאשֶׁ כַּ

ָעם. ֶגף בָּ ה ֵהֵחל ַהנֶּ ָהל ְוִהנֵּ ַהקָּ

it…. Aaron took it as Moses instructed 
and ran into the midst of the assembly; 
and behold, the plague had begun among 
the people…”
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Nonetheless, they retained their feelings of Ahavat Yisrael. They were 
profoundly disturbed by the fact that they needed to suspect another Jew, 
even by the command of the Torah, to the point that they were moved to 
tears, which, [according to Kabbalah] represent extensions of our intellect. 
In other words, the more they contemplated the matter, the more they could 
not contain their distress, to the point that it was expressed through tears.

Our rabbis taught: It once happened 
that a Sadducee burned the incense 
before entering the Holy of Holies. When 
he exited, he was overjoyed, and he 
happened to meet his father. 

His father told him: Although we are 
Sadducees, we are wary of the Pharisees. 

He responded: All my days, I was pained 
by the verse, “For in a cloud I will appear 
on the ark’s cover.” When would I have 
the opportunity to fulfill it? And now that 
I had the opportunity, I shouldn’t fulfill it? 

It was said: It wasn’t long before he died 
and was disposed in a garbage heap with 
worms exiting his nostrils. 

ְצדּוִקי  בִּ ה  ַמֲעשֶׂ ָנן:  ַרבָּ ּנּו  תַּ
ְוִהְכִניס,  חּוץ  ִמבַּ ן  קֵּ תִּ שֶׁ ַאֵחר 
דוָֹלה,  גְּ ְמָחה  שִׂ ַמח  שָׂ יִציָאתוֹ  בִּ

ַגע ּבוֹ ָאִביו. פָּ

י  פִּ ַעל  ַאף  ָאִביו:  לוֹ  ָאַמר 
ָאנּו  ִמְתָיְרִאין  ָאנּו,  דוִֹקין  צָּ שֶׁ

ין. רּושִׁ ֵמַהפְּ

ל ָיַמי ָהִייִתי ִמְצַטֵער  ָאַמר לוֹ: כָּ
ֵאָרֶאה  ָעָנן  בֶּ י  כִּ ֶזה:  ִמְקָרא  ַעל 
ִליֵדי  ָיבֹא  ֵאיָמַתי  ּפֶֹרת  ַהכַּ ַעל 
לֹא  ְלָיִדי  א  בָּ ו שֶׁ ַעְכשָׁ ֶמּנּו,  ַוֲאַקיְּ

ֶמּנּו?!  ֲאַקיְּ

מּוָעִטין  ָיִמים  ָהיּו  לֹא  ָאְמרּו: 
ְוָהיּו  ה  פָּ ַאשְׁ בְּ ל  ּוֻמטָּ ת  מֵּ שֶׁ ַעד 

ּתוָֹלִעין יוְֹצִאין ֵמחוְֹטמוֹ.

Source 5 Yalkut Shimoni 571
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Part 3: How to Treat Your Fellow

>> The Rebbe
Take a Lesson From the Elders

Here we see the great value of loving your fellow: The teaching speaks of the day 
before Yom Kippur, when everyone is occupied with their preparations for the holy 
day of forgiveness. The elders of the court were making the final preparations to 
ensure that the Yom Kippur ketoret offering in the Holy of Holies would be carried 
out properly, and they therefore administered the oath to the High Priest. And 
after they had fulfilled their Torah-given obligation, in a matter to significant and 
so vital, they would leave in tears, because they were forced to suspect another 
Jew. And this was canonized as a ruling by Maimonides regarding the Yom Kippur 
service!

If we need a lesson about the significance of loving your fellow, this one law will do.  

As said, the physical Temple no longer exists, but nevertheless, it is represented in 
a spiritual form through our thoughts and speech (in prayer) and even in action, 
by fulfilling deeds that aren’t limited to the Temple era. The same is true here—we 
learn a powerful lesson about the significance of loving your fellow.

This all connects to Simchat Torah:

We see that on Simchat Torah, a situation might arise in which you do not properly 
respect another person’s dignity, and it is even possible that you will push him. 
The above lesson teaches us how careful we must be to preserve another person’s 
dignity. Even when the elders of the court fulfill their obligation, administering the 
oath of the High Priest to fulfill their instructions [without adding anything else], 
it still brought them to tears. 

We raised this subject because of this situation. If someone suspects that he may 
have pushed a fellow without pure intentions… everything will be forgiven if you’ll 
apologize to the individual. But it needs to bother you to the point of tears…

Shabbat Bireishis 5745-1984 
Toras Menachem 5745 vol. I pg. 447

מיזם של "משרד השלוחים"
 נוסד בימי השבעה לזכרון ולע"נ הרב גבריאל נח וזוגתו רבקה הי"ד

שלוחי הרבי במומבאי, הודו 8


